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Eblaite Yr and Genesis 40,16 hor  i
Dahood Rom

G . PETTINA' description Of G S57 @)81= garners the LOoLlowing
information: the tablet 15 administrative CexXxt ealing wıth shipments
OT cereals Ebla dur1ing the reign OT K1Ng Ibbi-SipiS, aIMOTNG the
intelligible ‚mer lan 3S the phrase sSe nında sagSu, rendered by
PEITINATO SagSu OT barley bread”, ar the professions 15
DV PETTINATO 1üu-i-gi5 "merchant OT vegetable CI ha-ri, and
1Lu-ninda (?) y ”"  er" 371 GE the ‚OJO PETTINA'TO Wwrıtes Ha=li
wıth the Sspaced, Fhat. he ders  ds the WOTd
5Sumerıan, but. ın the i1ndex OT personal 269b the WOTd 1S5 iıta-
1L1icized ence Eblaite) Y but followed DV quest1ion mark: R  ha-r.  2 (?)
SCVECL, the index OT "Autoritä, Professioni S AT  “ 274a, ha -ri
15 agaın 1C1zed TA1S tıme without the following question
The uncertaıinty manıfested Dy PEITINA'TO with regard ha-rı
eliminated Dy C1ting 40 ,16 where the chief tells OSe]

” . hinnah S” losah  —_ csalle hör1ı 67 P  A
behold, baskets Oft white CCa UPO] head.

Be1ing apaX legomenon, hö-ri has naturally being translated Varıous
WAYS , ‚0u9g] the varıations not great ın Oother Ot apaX
legomena. The Torah translates 40,16, A open-work

hea with the note, "Others, "baskets wiıth white bread’ "white
baskets’; meaning Of horıi HRACeErt an The EW Publication
clety Versıon OT I9# The Torah undertook rev1ise, rendered
the phrase „ Oof whnite bread", eEnNn1ıSs dppeCaLrS the

atalogo deı CeSE cune1formi di DEa Mardıkh-Ebla (Materlali epıgrafıcı
dı Ebla 1I T ET Unıversitario Orıentale dı Napoli, 31.
On 31b Puts questiıon mark after nındal(?), but 1ın the
ındex 27R the question mark 1S M1sSsSsıng.
Edited by H.M.ORLINSKY; The Jewısh Publication SOoCcC1lety Of Amer1ıca,
Philadelphia 1962.



COTTECCT. versıon. Other WwOrds, NOT. ECVECLV revısıon 15 necessarily
provement! The SC1ENt1LIC Hebrew eX1CON Translilates höri DV x

Wwelssem C1ting Arabıc huwwara,„, "weiss, we1lsses Mehl”" the

New English Bıble (1970) aliso correctly Otffers A OT wnıte

bread”"
the Ebla tablet the translatı.on OT: 1ü-ha-ri "baker Of white brea

makes E1 SE Ongside Lü-ninda Y "baker OT brea ı1 wOouLd

appCaAL the 1u- ha -ri specialized Iın products from white LAOQUE,
whnhereas the 1üu-ninda wOould have turned bread made Tr om unrefined

graıns, such barely certaın 15 that ga—ri does NOT. sSign1i
"wicker'" "reed”, Sugges Dy the open-work” rendıtıon Of The Torah;

stratıve document 1Ng wıth grains, ha-rıi wOuUuLd expected
refer SoOMeE’  NIg EhiSs CcCategorvy. Moreover, there 15 the EMLE1C

hawar, -EO whniıte"” (iCcf Jes 2  , F that the understandiıng Of

1ü-ha-rıi "baker OT white bread” AaPDPCAL S reasonable Tnhis; then,
would ınstance OT MUTUUa elucıdatıion: bıblıcal h öri hows ha -ri

the Ebla tablet 1S Semitic, NnOt Sumerlan, while the context OT the ad-

ministrative document cludes the Meanıng "wicker" E fOr biblical

HOzl:
GıLlven L1ong ın Eblaite Dbecames l1ong Hebrew, the 5  e from

ha-ri bıblıcal höri 15 Just what ONeE would For example, the gal
actıve ciple Eblaite follows the ga=cl pattern Z  Q, becomes qotel

CeW; thus wa-tı-nu, Q vVer ”: WAa-S1ı-ruü, PO  T Wa-ri-Su, "heir"”:
S}  h  Za mMa-rı "+hose whoO repulsed vM
After TYTeCentT discussion OT unusuall WOTdS ın the Joseph Cycle

"As SsSeveral Lar CTT e these AaCCOUNTtTS fiın-

W.BAUMGARTNER, Hebräısches und aramälsches Lexıiıkon Z Alten Testament,
Leıden 1967, D 339a, who cıtes Y  ıan Aramalc AWwIry.
The New American e, New Ork LO renders "+hree wıcker baskets

head”.
cConsıder Eblaite 5 be OLld Canaanite, ancester Oft 1Ca Hebrew.

The TeaAaSoNSsS for ıs clilassıfıcation Set forth durıng the C  S
the language Oft Ebla held ın Naples 21-23 DE 1980, anı wiıll appear
1ın the Proceedings @)el hopes) CO edited L.CAGNL.
IN tablet p!  S  e recen 1N Materıalı L  eı

Threed1 Ebla 2I @)e[ reads: aktum-tüg t1=tug za-nı-hu ‚;
ktum robes, Ssupply of clothing for those who repulsed Marı The
plural gal participle za-nı-hu contaıns the oOotT Ot Hebrew zanah, A e
reject, repulse  . nNıs interesting detaıl reveals that the Viıctors
lın the Wa Wıth Marı WeLririe recompensed with clothıng.



ding satisfactory answerLis the Ebla archives, ONMNeE ıns SUSpeCt
while Joseph made n1is Career_r the StTOC1LES wWer_re

CcCOoMpOsSed ere iın Old» This equation OT Eblaıite ga—ri'
with biblical börir "white bread” SNOW! Ehi1s suspicion Was NOT.

founded, and future wOuLd ell advıiısed 100k ALS

Canaan and 1tSs tablets for solut1ions lexical philologic: problems
Hebrew Bible.

See &.  D, Le O  e archeologiche CT Ebla La YT1cerca 5ibl3ca,
(53.V3 13a Cattoli:ca; Quaderno 3118 C477 Mavy 319-333, especially
329 This article has recently appeared LN English 1ın The Month, August
1980, 275-281


