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ezekıah's D1ısplay Kgs 20,12-19)

Christophe. Begg Washıngton

The narratıve Of KgS 20,12-19' CAJ/ Jes 39 , 1-8) revolves ezekıah's

sSshowing the ENVOYVS e YOdachbaladan OT y lon all the OtT Nn1ıs

NgdOomM (2 KIgS presented, th1ıs feature places the reader Ore
Varıous perplexing and unanswered questlions. WwWhat ez Nave MiLNd
ın Makıng n1ıs display Agaıiın, salah's subsequent annOuUunNCeEeMeNt all the

royal Lreasures Hezekıah had exh1iıbıted the ECNVOYVS wıll CAarrıca  -  — Ar

Babylon 52 KOS 2037) certainly SUNgESTS that ther': scomething reprehen-
sıble about the AÄNndg S actıion. Curiously, however, that announcement , 1N
tras the usual Sstructure Of the prophetic ")udgmen; speech ” lLacks DL
Ceding ß  INg accusatıon specifying Lın what prec1iselyv 1ts WFIrONINESS
SiSted.

the face Ot uch puzzlements, Older and MLE reCent scholars have 'ast

around TOr extra-Biblical analoqgues ezekijah's displayv Ca] Of cCları-

Ving hat that action involved. 1rs such v  paralle. C1ted rea
Dy W, GESENIUS, M Otus” STOLYV Ot Solon'’'s VisSit King ‚.LOEeSUS
Sard152 which relates: "on the th1ırd fourth day h1s COMLNI CrOesus

h1s EervVants Lead Solon aIONY n1s Creasures, showed
all that there, the greatness the pL OSPECIOUS STa Bın Ea (T 360°

the contiıinuatıon Of Herodotus' STO: clear, Croesus‘' actıon PLOIMD0-=—
by vanı' self-satisfaction wıth hHhis prosper1ity he

hoped O 10ON (whO private Visıt ar wOould recogn1ize SUr DaAS-
SINg that Of anyone he had SV encountered. Bringing th1ıs bear

might Suggest ımi Lar MOt1Lves proampted, inter alia, Hezek i

On this text, S® ( BEGG, Kings 20:12-19 Elemer1t of the Deu-
teronomıstic History, CBO 48 (1986) 27-38
Der Prophet Jesala, Leipz1g, TE 100

translation 18 that A. Ln the ‚oeb serles.

14



display Another 19th CEeNtTurvy author, 1E G; RAWLINSON 1 Tes er PaSs-
SAg Ot PL’ODOS Ot KgS 243 y name 1y h1Ss AaCCOunNn: Ot HhOwW
deceived the Of Polycrates displaying e1g! stonefil es

wıth thin Level Of gold. ereby, he Aaroused the Cup1l1ditv Or POLycra-
whO, takiıng Oroetes TOr Of vast wealth, hım and suffered

sasterous defeat A In this the parallelism
the actions Ot the igures merelyv ONE ÖOr  o

etes and ez display the1ir treasures envoy (s Of foreign OSr
the Lime, however, the Biıblical narratıve ers hınt OtT iınten-
t1ıon ezekiah's OT deceiving enticing (o)b(0) n1s Showing d-—-
rable that Ot Oroetes, and th1s "parallel” does NOT. particularly

for the elucidation Ot Hezek . actıon.

Contemporary scholars have turned Other ancient ura. spheres 1ın
their search for analogues Hezeki. exhıbıtion. L S author 15
ACKROYD Hıs startıng pOIiNtTt 15 the suggestion Of - DAUB|! the seeings/
Show1ings Of lLand spoken Of Varıc0us Biıblıcal e.9.7 13,14-15;

SE 34,1-4; 4 , 7-8) erstood 1ın Of l1egal practice
er might ansier LITMOV: buyer "showing"

the ın question wıth the intentıon Of handing m OVELr ACCOr-

ding ’ to ezekiah's splay the Babylonian ENVOVS e 1uC1:

along ımılar 1ines; DYy OT T he has, Lın effect, already handed
his the chevy represent that salah’'s later IOUNCEMEN:

SIMply explicates the import OT the royal action More ecent.Ly, WLLD-

his O isa 39, Kgs 20,13) 7, 1ı tes instruc-
t.ve paralle. Chis VeL SE Akkadıan I SGEBE 7.289) WIC1Ltten the

king Of the ruler Ot Carchemish the OT their Hiıtti-
Over l1ord. The letter informs the addressee OT impending VisSsit bvy Hıt-

official who L5 ascertain the Sr Hh1Ss miliıtary UL =

The Second OOk 1ngs, The Holy ıble, LE3 New YOrK, 1886, 1418
tudies LN Law , New York, 1969, 24—-39
An Interpretation the Babylonıan 57B .udy Kings 2! ILsaıah
38-39, SJT DA (1974) 339—-341 ASs CKROYD admits, 1Ca. ext CO11 -
taıns indication that Hezekıah had the intention Of handing Ver hıs

would, the analogyvy the Ooman practice, De required TO
x  e "showing" legally binding AaCct OÖf transfer. CKROYD's solution
CO th1ıs difficuityv 1S CO posit hat Hezekıah ere 1.S Sımply the unw1ı  Ng
agen Of Yahweh n LN TaCtı oes ıntend TO transfer the Judean patrimony
TO the Babylonians
Jesaja, 10/3, Neukirchen-Vluyn, 1982, VFaLTZ-.



Cces Agaıinst the gIro OT th1ıs lJetter, might understand Hezek]1.

alacrity splaying h1ıs pPOSSESS1ONS the ECNVOYVS h1ıs anticipating-
acting satisfy- that ruler might, ıNn the practiıice O the

L1Mme, O another. The 8  1 Tter SUNgEeST extra-Bıblıcal paral-
lel TOL KgS 2043 1S B, OCKLILNGA Hiıs parallel 15 drawn £ COM EOGYVPT,
CLIIC £rom the "Victory Stela” Sr Kiıng Pıye whO rul« 753-713 M

The relevant sect.ıion OT th1s document CONCELNS bvy PEeLtTLY chief-

taln, Lese GT Athribis 1ın the Tace Of Piye's Viıctorıous advance. PpLrOAaCHLNG
Pıve, ese 1NnV1ıtes A1Ss CLU, assuriıng that nNn1ıs house

will hım, and that he AA giıven Yrıch presents.
Subsequently, the OCCAS1ıon ern Piye’'s aC vislıt, ese takes oath

Ore h1S assı rulers, calling them denounCce A thev
OT hiıis having concealed ÖOf hıs pPOSSesSsSiONSs from Piye. ıe

readıng Ot th1ıs SAIC , Pediese's display 1S —WL gesture, sSignifying
n1ıs readiness iınto agreement wıth Pive, 1 2@ _ 1 195 stage ın

—- makiıng° aV1ng developed thn1Is understanding OT the Egyptian
SAMC , briefly analogous interpretation OT

Hezeki showing expressive OT h1s williıgness mnciude treaty OT

LAanCe wıth Mercodach Baladanı F
the Oregoing SULVECV , wısh attentıon additional

extra-Biblıcal analogue Hezı displav whiıch, KNOW.  ge , has

NOT. adduced 1N +his cOoNNECTLON and believe, er Ves

conf£firm what the evidence Of the last parallels treated above SUggeSts,
1 O 1ın CcC1ıen: Near Eastern iplomatic elationsh1ips there existed ather

RU, E 192. The ST reads Vo1ıicı qUuUeE Talmitesub, gardabbu de Mon
Soleil er hez O1 Yr VO1LL (i-mar combıen mONtTteNT TCes sSol-
ats et Ces chars”.
HKıskıas Yrahlerei  r  S Eın Beitrag Z.U. Interpretation VO.  - Könlge 0,12-19/
Jesaja 39,1-8, Fontes que Pontes. ıne Festgabe für Hellmut Brunner,

5I iesbaden, 1983, 3472— 346
There %S reCcent translatiıion Of this exXt LN M. Ancient
ıl1an L1ıterature, ELE erkeley, 1980, 66-84

11 That Merodach-baladan  s approac! Hezekıah Wads prompte by of
terıng iınto uch treaty wıth hım 1S affirmed explic  V already by
sephus (Ant O; an L1S generally accepted DV cCommentators. The SuD-
pos1iıtion L1S highly probable ın "LeWw Of QOU.  R Assyrıan documentation CaNnC@L -

niıng the Baby lon1ia: king’'s long-term machinatıons.



widespread practice/expectation ONe ng's reQUuULF1INg another el
his the whOLe Of n1s avaılable LESOULCESS PFrOOF Ot h1s

EetC. The document E question L1S5 Jetter, SCOVEL'!I L1n the Talt AMATrT-

archıves, from hur-uballit Of SyYyria 65-13 BG Pharach

enophis T reads 1ın the translatıon Ot KNUDTZON :

Meinen en 5 1C Äd1LYr geschickt,
dıch sehen un! deıin and sehen (a-na ama -

rı-ka mät-ka da a-ma-ri)
Was bısher meıiln er
nıcht geschickt ats,
D: 1C| AL jetzt geschickt:
eın vortrefflichen agen, zweı Pferde
lunla Au schönem Lasur-Stein
B |lich ulm Geschenk für dıch
diıch l ülbersandt.
Der Bote, den 1C dÄd1Lr geschick habe,
[ulm sehen La- ]} a-ma-ri)

Lmöge] sehen ([1]i-mu-ur) un! annn gehen.
Deinen [W]illen un! den Willllilen
de1ınes Landes mÖöge sehen erfahren) (1i-mur)
un! annn gehen! 12

The texXxt, + wiıll observed, eeVv1idences varıetyv Ot paral-
lels with the presentation ST Kgs „12-19, A II speaks OT

ing's envOoYy (s) ”seeingn‘l the l1ong1ings OT the ruler he/thev
In wıth KgS 20,12 1 the "seer" g1V1ng gifts the "sShower"

(rather +t+han V1Ce Versaga, 1ın the TEXTS C1ited by OCKINGA) .
dOoes the Biıblıcal CeXt, Ashur-uballi  Un IStter further relatıons

AINONG Kings (seeminglry) 18= ess zgl r iın again WILD-
BERGER's and OCKINGA's "parallels where the relationship L5 explicitly that
Ot inferior 5 "shower”) superior z "seer  „ Finallyv, PASSAYCS
apPE: re FD the1ir respective kings which

5 15
13 Note that ‚Y SS the S anle Akkadıan WOLrd for see  Aa ME amaru, pLoyed

Ln the lLetter the kKing Ugarit Ccited WILDBERGER.
14 FOr Ashur-uballit POSSESS "followup" letter hıs CO enophiıs (EA

16) , Koöon 2Q 4:2 L1S the Tirst mentıon Of Merodach-baladan L1N the
Deuteronomistic Historyvy.



pertaıns the showing/seeing spoken Ot-

1ight Oof the above evidence SUggeSt, 1ın conclusion, that Kgs 2
12-19 Hezekiah acting ın aCcCCOrd1ing with standard c1ıen Near E_

iplomatic practice/expectations. the time, the Tact that

doing Hezekıah L1S5 NOT. EeVenNn "waiting n (recall that 1ın

WILDBERGER's the Trul addressı 1S isSsSued d1sS-

play A1s property the Othıe king's eNVOY) underscores the impetuosity
evoke salah’s WOrdwrongful takıng Ot inıtliatıve involved thereıin

OT dOOQOMmM.

15 Compare the SsSOomewhat analogous presentation ın osh where Israel cul-
takes the iniıtiatıve N responding @ the Gibeonites' request for

treaty wıthout waitiıng for diırectiıive YOM \WEe.


