
(1987)

Proto-Sınaılitıc Sınal 527 ejoinder

Meındert ı7lkstra and ]an 19ggs Cairo

1983 and 1984 , DIJKSTRA  1 In independently suggested
inscriptıon Siınal 527 ead Proto-Sinaitic Gr Proto-Canaanlil-

tTe. read inscr1ıptıon 1Cnt: " (dedicated) vug where-

as KNAUF interpreted the three  at the bottom of the vertica  cColum as
a number, DIJKS'  saw them as a sign which might i  icate
inscription. B SASS, however , re7jected the1ir 1SCOVELYV fOr number OI epl-
graphical claimed Or SIMply NOT.

Fa those Ar alphabetic OT gıven period, and inscr1p-
t1ion 15 ragmen seemingly incomple 1N1sS!|

advantage Of photographing studying original, which
L1S 1Located the 1ying front Of iNsSsCY1bed Sr Wadı

el-CAir DIJKSTRA and seemingly also 13A.

gestions only BUCK's '’awing 7 discovered later, L5 SCd0O‘IE —

what inaccurate. 1986, authors Of th1ıs s  aar
nity the OC 19g and decided WIC1lıte this re7o. SASS's
note, aCCOMpani« by facsimile basıs of ohotographs
Cransparenc1lies DV thir GT expedition, DB Cl

The shortness poss1bly incarplete STa or inscription quest1ion
1S certainly argument its Proto-Sinaitic Proto-Canaaniıte A
'acter. Otherwise, have L caut1ıous published h1ıs

diSCOoverYvy, 5ASS 4 Proto-Sinaitic”. This inscription has sign
fewer Siınal SEn of 1ts S1gns (nos 4) eas
varıants from yod he us have r  35 el-Khadim.

15 (19833 , 343 accepted L1n 1LDG 199gSs, The Proto-Sıiınaılitic Inscriptions
unpublished thesis), Dept. Öof Archaeology, ET Sydney, 1985

(1984) , 33-36
B GARDINER anı Z R EET (ed R ERNY) , The Inscriptions S1iınal
2nd BL3 London, 1952, BL: 94, 52  \

(19853).,, 19f£,.
The authors wısh CO thank E3 unnıclıffe, photographer 1N Ca1ıro
- the Exploration SOC1iety, for his assıiıstance.
Tel AVvVı1ıv (1978), 183-187.



JEeVE:  ess, qglıve benefit Oft doubt..
OT characters OT Sınal 527 OT form

Fhis Sstage Oof alphabet's velopment. ma 7]or obstacle DreV1OUS
interpretation 1amed separately £rOom

maın inscription. Oser inspection OÖf stela revea. however,
this ame exist. What letter 15 fact rig]

Of standıng figure aCcing inscription . Unfortunately, this figure,
particular 1ower OT ; B 1Ss eroded. general, JTatt

side Of steliform panel L1S 5  e r1ig!  ° Further-

IMOXIE , Ves 18 deep y engraved Test
Of panel condition Of this standing figure fur-
ther conclusions being drawn 1ts character for instance, whether a

represents worshipper viniıty. parallel with Siınal Q 8

CVEOL y aVOUTrS the possibilityv.
Thiıs [M'alls the inscription 1S rig] Side only the

four well-engravet S19ns, Cay  ın 15 conp Lete has parallels
inscrıptions from Serabit, acknowLlLedgt U 15 comparativelv
"modern" and predecessor OT Otf 13th-12th CeNnturv Proto:  anl-

inscriptions, but unparalleled Serabit. CaWw CSr
COMMeEeNT. (or Oour-;? marks" rather SCINCt;

pr  INg S1gns, certainly WI1LEtrenNn Line *.

suggested. Tnhis rules Egypt1ian plura. S1gN. probablı,
dots S1ign all, Yes Of erosion 6 the YOCk surface. The

*T17 e holes elsewhere fOr right O
MNUÜ.

1rs5 S1gn, though well ENGICaVi 5D VEeELY M SFFn inter-

pre’  10ON Cnt fOor remainıng Signs 15 acceptable their indepen-
dent. 1y identical interpretation by epigraphists 15 suggest1ve enouch!
S have been GE af: all when SdW K poor 1y-executed
1lamed 15 slight e Oft Sign.
SO ‚ Yrizontal ame: TOCS well with lameds written E

position vertical inscriptions. also conf irms Proto-Sinaitic

cr lın particular the photograph B. SASS, (1985) D 21
(1985), D

cr OU: photograph.P OD ' ©O (1984),



character Oof inscr1iıption.
remaıns decide whether 1(?)Cnt 1: votıive inscription Just the

graffito Ot Sem1itıc maın ON for preferring the PirSt pPOssibi-
RS 1S steliform with standing (or walking figure aCcing the

inscription. Though persona. Nales ae steliform panels SOoMet.1-
found Serabit (Sinai 359 (?) ; 362(?) ; 364 (?) ; 367(1)) y the originally

f1in workmanship ör H3S pane l SUggeSt dedicatorv inscription the god-
dess CAnat , WNO a}l probability ıS also Ment.10)]3 inscriptions

Serabit ınal 346 middle col1Lum Of Sınal 3534277}
The authors preparıng fOr publication cComprehensive edition of

.  u Of Proto-Sinaıitic inscriptions, CONTOFTMLNG current epigraphical
principles

11 M. '"The Statue Sınal 346 and the Tribe Öft the Kenites', ın
Beiträge 7R Erforschung des Alten estaments un! des Antıken Judentums
E3 Frankfurt/Main ern New Ork anCYV, 1987
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