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al T an E Context

Problem K Archaeologica Interpretation*

C Lenzen

NErGdUuCFON

Tell 15 OCa the northern ast Of the Jordan Yrıver

and forms the center OT the MOdern CLEV OT L WB recently, am

OMNE Of the largest the reglon, measurıng approxiımatelvy
DV Ile. Municipal evelLopment needs have the TemMmOval

OT portlions Ot the ve11 OVeTr the last. few VCaLS. Yarmouk nıversiıty
Instıtute Of Archaeologyvy Anthropology, the icipality Of X]}  L
and the Department Ot Antiquities have cCooperated the excavatıon OT

portions Of the Har LENZEN al 1985; LENZEN MCQUIIT'LY 1983;
1984; LENZEN 1986; LENZEN 1986 ; LENZEN

Along wıth the ras eiT Be1it Ras, ancıent Capıtolias OT
the er.ı!| and 1Ve kilometers north OT L Tell

576.985 above level) dominates the SUrrOouUuNd1Ng fertile plateau,.
The sSıtes, and Be1it Ras, were interconnected antıquıty
much the they today LENZEN 1986;

DetfTiniftıocn ÖOf the Problem

Ta presents archaeological methodological problem ell

interpretatıiıon problem. O 1S placı wıthın V1
hıstorical framework, Of these pr mMmuStT adequatelvy SOLU
The archaeological problem presented DV Tl L1S the result GT the

Of archaeology whiıch en; 1S, salvage
archaeology The SECONd pL L5 result OT the lLack Otf iteraryvy
documentat ion relatıve the Site;

w  w Presentatiıon at the ASOR Annual Meetings, Atlanta/GA, 1986.
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The realizatıon TPe1:.: have been important A
antıqguity Wads MS made by 292 10) durıng the annual

SPFC1INg trip Of the Amerıcan Jerusa lem 1929; th1is

re-affirmed DV the 1940's 951: Thiıs
1 NOT. mitigate the Observatıons Of the nıneteen explorers,
NO GOUOTLILLEB SCHUMACHER (1890) and SEILAGH (1881) whoO
recorded wYisibnlke 'emaıns the 335e and made ethnographic NOTes

well The latter Were MmMOSt. ıntereste: the emaıns OT
classıcal antıqguıty F1 regıon Oof Jordan:;: whereas the OTYTMer WeTe

MOST. ıntereste: the relatıonsh1ip e)8 SA-FaG the bıblical YreCcord.
ause the ancıent O che sıte, IS 1l1N thıs CasSSC , the
bıblıcal Nallle, NOT known, archaeolog1ica. ınterest WdSs

kiındled T3 conJunct1on wiıth the MOdern OCCupation the 1L1ze
Otf the GE e d1ıd NOT ur  S IMNOTEe reCen: archaeologists d .9 .4

(1970) y excavatıons detailed

SULVEY OL the AAS 158 surroundings.

1958, RAF'LIK DAJANI (1966) WOFrKIng fOr the Department OT

Antıquities, conNducte« salvage excavatıon Of four tanmb: the eastern

1de O the t@ell. datı  ® the tOombs the Late ronze/Iron Age wıth

the TASULET: that known HE dating perlod,
confirming and GLIBEKTG Oobservatıons. the C1GV OT

expanded around the tell, salvage excavatıons wWere contınued.

1S, archaeologica. WOTCK CAarrıed OQOuUt when S1itre 1S under ınmnmediate

danger when there TS Lack Of tıme, NOTtT. necessarily lLack OT
The present exCcavatıons ın these C1rcumstances well;: however,
DV the end Oft the 984 SSC4a4sCH, the northwestern sectıion Of the tell Was

preserved DVy the Municipality Er for further archaeologıca. work,
mak ıng the 1985, 1986 ure SEASONS possible. Owever, n S }

pOoss1ible determine the complete profile CI the OCCupational
layers Of the Sıte:; This 15 primarily due the fact that the ılte has

continuously OCCUPÄ and 15 presently DY municipal and private
mildings. The PreSeNCE Ör these yuildings the SUMMLT Of the tell

that the ea aval. PEr excavatıon 15 limited, thus NOot.

Pprov1i1ding adequate hor1izonta understandıng OT the OCCupation.
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Solutıons tne Pro  ems

OolLlLutıons the probLems OT tChe interpretation Of the archaeologıca.
presented DV the prev1ous exCcavatıons those presentlvy

takıng place the tell 'est wıth understandıiıng the data

obtaıned from salvage excavatıons L5 Va the data

from Long-term research excavations. AlLsSo, if the avalı

iterarv documentat ıon L5 utilized, integra approach 1S en,
7 possible wrCıte NAıStOrV OT

Archaeological 1S SPar se CcCOoNCErN1INg the OCcupat1ion OT the TEL}

the Surrounding inmediate ea £from the period Ffollowiıng 8300

B, the present. The STITrUCLUreS the northwest 1Lde Ot the

11 'OuUrX directly on the 1010 B, O11 layers LENZEN
The majoriıty OI the relative the post-800

per10d 1S Ceramıc and does NOtT £Yrom Stratıifijied contexts, but
rather from and SULVEY LENZEN MCQULTI'LIYX One 4S, erefore,
faced with JaAap the archaeological TYTECOTdC whıch VE T 116a

completely L5 onL1y adequatel y dealt wıth iterarv documentatıion

iteraryvy Eyvyıdence From the Recent Past the Eighth
Century B,

1NCEe 1910 nhas the Sseat OF I: COUTT:? 4S

SLAM1LC Civıl COurt Thıs AaCCOountsS well the per1od
following 1918, for the development the tell sSımmıt the ViGiNıtv.

untıl recentlyv, the S1des f the tell, partıcularly the southern,
houses closely yUL. together, all Of S  Q, WEr WL the

per1od following 19

the nıneteen CENTtUrLV, the Yemaılıns Of the gal ’ah, castle, uL.

Dy Sınan Pasha were by SCHUMACHER. Sınan Pasha the

GOVEILINOL Oof amasCus during the Sixteenth Century for (Z
96-997/A.D. 1588-1589) The castle (MI& iındıcation OT the

importance Ot lUur1ng the per10d, although 1T 15

only village wiıthıin the Näl_1iyat Banı Of che QaZa
Hauran the sSixteenth CeEeNTUurYyv registers. M T743:; "deputy



governor” 1S attested FOY (RAFEO 966 159) This Sign1ıfy
the SEAa’ OT the government within the QaZa C  ’Ajlun ansferred

earlıer 1 10575 the date usually given for thiıs vent

LENZEN fC;)

'?abari ; the istoriographer Wriıting the early tenth
D J mentioned Arba«ı the place where the 1D! Yazid Cabdalmalik
died [AD /24) Arbaı 155 pr hyper-correction Of vowel

Of nto classıical Arabıc aCcCord1ıng the afcal—pattern Ü
'?abari OCa Irbid/Arbad Lın the regıon O amasSCus LENZEN and

E3

FYrom the nınth 'OuUg] the eleventh centur1ıes known
Arba« and 3: The ‚Ound change f rom L1S NOT 1ffı-

C:  —A the lateral VOlLlCced FL} became the VOlLCeEed dental STOP /d/
L Vi the classıcal Ot Arbela fOor the SiT@.,; Arbar
asso6oc1ıated with classıcal Arabıc arbadu, meanıng ashy grevy  v KNAUF
and LENZEN Hi IS 15 NOT ar-fetc) assocc1latıion ın the
Pl Wds SUrrounNded DV sa wall Arı recentlv LENZEN

Irbid.es fame western scholarship has £from 15S iıdentıfıcation
Arbela OT the per1od. The only literaryv reference ın Greek
Latın DES f rom Eusebius’ Onomastıcon, 1Ng the early PE

A

"Arbela 1S5 ertain viıllage the Other 1de 5r the Or
wıthın the boundaries Oft Pella, City OT alestıne. ”
(SMITH 1973 58)

Euseb1ius MUST have been referring the proviınc1lal boundarıes earli;jier
the fourthx for aCCcording Greek inscription dat-ı  ®

239 Arbela belonged Provincla Arabıa nOt. alaestına
Secunda Pella d1ıd LENZEN P, P 31) L5 eLv
Eusebius’' referrence 1LS also DEIOF the es1ignatıon Of pitolias

GV Oft the Decapolıs when ıt apparentlvy toOk

precedence OVer Arbela LENZEN and



Archaeological 'emaıns for the and antıne OCcupatıon Ot
derived £from CHER' s and MERRILL'’'Ss AaCCOUNTS,. Thev noted

mauso Leum ONMNE GT the present maın STreets Of

inscr1ıptıion. Other eV1ıdenCce COMEeS £ rom the Department Of Antiquities
excavatıons Of tombs the V1ICIN1L1EYV Oft the FL} Barha, 1ocated
WEeSt OT L well £rom random FANdS DV the C1ıtızens. Ta data
15 cons1iıdered by NOT. SsSCcC1eEeNt.L.LfiC objective 7 the proven1lıence
OT the material ure remaıns LS unknown (SAI determined

15; however, the onLy that VeTr aval. which points
A OS: through Ccenturv OCCupation Otf the S1L thus, DE

'annot ignored
The Nanle OT the 1ıte Irbid/Irbil/Arbela traced OME MOTE

step Arbela 1S sem1itic NOtT. MNalle , with the l1ocatıve

end1ing /-a/ The element /el/ iındıcates clan Frı bal There
15 referenCce Arbe. IOSE: 102 14-. Unfortunately the
referenCce Wa yYOoUrL strongholds ll evas devastated

remaıns enigmatic LENZEN D tChe Jleast,
G %; L Vi the Ör paradiıgmatic destruct1ıon the Of

the S1te from the e1g] Centurv Bın and, from th1s reIleCcts the 1MMDOL-
AanCce GT the S1tTe

D Tme Archaeological Record

The early OCCupation Oof the ED 1S, un lLik«ı Che er OCCupation,
well-documented archaeologically. The phases OT this OCCupation
tentativelyv def ıned

Phase 1100 800 B
AaAse 1200 1100 B
Phase 700 B,

Phase 3200 B,

Phase 3500 B,

the northernma 7]or drIcas OT: the A have been excavated:
1ıde OT the e Area the northwestern s1ıde. AT} OT the phases

NOtT represented ach Of these arcası.
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Pıvotal the understandıng Oft the Occupational 1S L5 the

destructıion phase, Phase 2 dat:«  ® the per1iod between 1200 1100
the three SEASONS OT excavatıon Area Cl e has been th1is

phase and the STIrUCTLUreS assoc1lat:« with FE which have elucıiıdated.
The estruct.ion extended OVeL the utheast Von« and

including Area i places, the depth Of the destruction
er 4,0  C The conf 1guration Of the Structures indıicates
Storıed building and OWer 1n the southeast, wo-stoöor.ıed STrUuCLUTEe

wıth 1Ve the north, outs1ıde perımeter WL The

indıng Of the 1C objects 985 the conclusion thıs

complLex Wads Sanctuarvy f rom the f the rONZEe Age , beginnıng
Of the YON Age The style IT the AC vessels, LfOorm and

decoration, well the Storage Jars LENZEN C] have at:  es
both Of the Late Bronze Age the early YON Age The ceramıc
'ema1ıns CO NOT FalTı comfortably nto OMNEeE cCategory the other, Dut
rather nto understanding Ot the gradual change Of the Ceramıc
Yradıtıon. Further excavatıon Of the lestructıion and the assocıiated
STTrUCTLUreS Ln 1986 conf irmed this gradual change Ot the ceramlıCcs.

further eV1ldence WaAds £found conf1irming refutiıng the possibility
O the STIrUCTLUrEe aV1ng SaNnCTuU: % E indeed, the STIrUCTLUrEe

Wds NOT. SanCTUarLV, ä east, ma7]or A structure YOM
the per1lod,. evıdence found SSeaAdasQOMN indiıcatıng the

destruction caused DV other than natura. Only ar LOW-

heads have found and human skeletal remaAaıns. The lavers Of the
estructıien eıther level, the roo£-, by the PLESSULE
e the uUppeI storevy walls TALLEDg agaıns' walls Ther: 4 S

]Juxtaposition OT layers dıcate ©: would AaPPCaL
that tTthe only interpretation aval 15 iıntense conflagration.

The destructı.ıon loc dOo NOtT. continue the north Of Area

comparable layers L& found Area during the 1984 LENZEN and

MCQUILTTY Ec,} 986 eA4SsSONMN. The destruct.ıon 1ocalızed the
northwestern end Otf the Te1ll. During the 1984 excavation, rebuilding
Of basalt CLEV wall noted; and, based the ceramlCs,

the per1od immediately Ollowing the destruction.



Occupation Otf the tell ntinued ollowing the destruction there
hıatus. The nature OT the OCCupation cChanged f rom C

&: OR M1LNOT industrial wheras, L{ presentlvy
AdppeCarLs the nature ÖT the OCCcupat1ion continued much the

The horizontal CAPOSULEC Area dOoe: NO allow for
detaliled analysıs Oftf thıs Mudbrick STYTUCTLUreS WeTrTe onger
favoured DV the ınhabi Area C ather STONE STYTUCTLUrTES.

1S tempting equate the early 1YO0!] Age 1NduUuSs  1A. stallatıon
Area wıth the making ST wiıne. This ınstallatıon ns1ısted O Vats
1LLIieren: levels and channels these vats. Certainly the regıon

famous for ı1ts WınNne during the fourth through eig! centurıes
“ eVvıdenced DV the Triıchora Citjes 6r ara Qa1ls, apitolıas/
®  A Ras, Abila/Tell Abil LENZEN the equat ıon
© LS possible SUuggest ancıent 51 S have been
*Gintot "winepresses" (no. utmosis'’ 1 P itinerarv throucgh
Trans7jordan, Ü: iındeed this 1S arrangt north south; LENZEN and

prep. V, th1ıs facıle equatıon.
a MAaY , untıl epigraphic 1Ss Tound ıtu at the tell, - 1S
eas V1 suggesti1ion.
ıer OCCupat1ion f the tell has found Areas

The 1700 BG Middle ronze, OCccupation 1S represented Dy
structures the insıde of the Sa. wall Area D The Structures
WL er o ded reused antıquity LENZEN and ıer

OCCupatıon datıng Cd . 3200 BAa the Early Bronze VI per10d, has
cavated be Low the (3 and, mınımal eVvidence for Cha Lco-
LC OCCupat1ıon found during the 1984 LENZEN MCcOQUITTY
e

Conclusions

The integration Of the aval. f rom SV SOUTCE pOSS1ble
the C: Of ı1dent1ıIyıng the importance Gr Dalı throughout

antiquity. e OTEr ONe, V painful, for Ü
NMeans eliminating blıases ONe level. First, Irbid’s 1Ss  LV
relative the biblical YTeCcOrd 15 on.1y signiıficant from the outsider's
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point @In V1ıeW. referrent, therefore, 'aNnnOtT. not £frame the
research relatıve the S1tTe. must, therefore, have w1ıder V1LEeW
Of the 1S Ot the ancıent Near East provıded the
bıblıcal YreCcord,. Second, the CONtT1NUOUS OCCupation O the tell and the

region MNMecans that är 'aNnnOT. VvV1ıewed separate £from A SUrroUN  gS .
understandıng OT its ole Arbela, for example, PprO)| under

the acmınıstratıve CON Of Beıt Ras/Capitolias A

reverted village, but rather assumed diıfferent, vet
Third;?/ theexplain role V1S-a-vV1s Be1it Ras /Capitolias.

incompleteness Oft the archaeologica reCOrd need apologized
r EexXxCcused. The S1ıtuatıon 1 1S must accepted, placı wıthın
V1 framework, and utılized its Tuldest.
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