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ÄACCess eavenly Treasurles:
The raditionsgeschichte Ot

Chrıstopher LE Begg Washıngton

vVera. 1.Sdom L1iıterature pPaAasSssSsages contaın Chetorical quest1ions er-
SCOCF1Ng human lack Of supra-terrestia. "stor«  yuses/treasuries",.

Job 3622 challenges Job: "Have entered the storehouses (2ösSSrÖt,
OnN0AupOUS) Ot the S! have seen the StTOreNOUSES (we?’ös“röt,

89N0QUupOUS) Or the haıl?" The "Hyın i sdom”" OT 3,9-4,4 VO1Ces

OgOUS question 3215 "WhoOo has her [Wisdom's] place? S

her SsStorehouses Oncaupous)?”" COULSES, references (variously de-

nominat: "heaven.ly repositories" do elsewhere ın the Y Just
dOo generaliz allusions the impene  iılıty OT GOod’s isdom's) SECILETS

this study, however, OX 15 wıth elucida the VOIL- \e-
OT the specific collocatıon not) entering storehouses" the

Wıth regard the CKIr' Of Job 3822 4 propose  at their
Tormu lations inspired o the motif, found Ancıent
Ne.  © kastern 11iterature, OF "+he privilege/right Of nto roval trea-

Suly" the e the motıi EMNMCLIECS MOSt clearly KIgS 2013
Isa 392 “ (Hezek1i showed them 5 ENVOVS OT Merocdachbaladan all that

found A1ıs STOTEeNOUSESS (b“?ös“rötaw) V also Kgs 10,4; 20,6:

On thıs text, S e* O AMOZ , Estud1io SODYTre Baruch 3,9-4,4, Mayeutica
(1981) 161-177; e SALG, arul 3,9-4,4 STEruCtura Conten1ido,
Palabra Vida (FS S DIAZ, ed A, ' ARGAS-MACHUCA (3 . / Ma-

Qrıid, 1984, 121-129.
See 91 eut 28,12; 32,34; JobD e 3779; Ps 135573 Jer 10604133 S4163
S11r 4314 C Ps S ST S Ta See TUurther 105 CX ELE
1 O12 110Ps< 6,14-15; Bar IO 1I3 7Yra 5,9-10; 6 ‚40O0; En 58a72
69,24
5ee O Job 9,10;: Ps 145,3%3 EC 3T3 S11r F3 18,4-6.
On thıs CeXt, sSe  D E BEGG, Hezekiah's Display 2 Kgs 20,12-19), 38/

(1987) 14-18



EST. 4, the OT the moti: Surfaces ın from variety f ı-
es In the centurvy B, "Victory Ste. OT King Piye  ” ,

J. y prince Pediese submits himselt the Nubiıan CONTUCLOL Piye wıth
the WOIdSsS "When YVOU house, treasury DA

prLesent wıth ather'’'s pOSsessions" Similarlyv, the Mesopo  an W1S-

dom WLiting ”"Counsels Of sdom” SeCO)] halftf OT the ‚eCcONd en.ıum BG
speaks OT the SpecCi. privilege OT the avor ı roval Oofficijal:

SON+4 L Ü the wısh Of the priınce that YOoU
hıs

yYyOoUu attach h1is closely guarded eal CO YOUL
erson
Open hıs Treasure Ouse, enter within
FOor apar Y OM VOU there 1S OT71! 1se who MaYy

1s
UnLiLiımıted wealth yYyOoUu wıll £fınd ınsıde

A1LSO of re il evance 4S che COPOS encountered SsSer1ıes O syrıen "Royal
Annals” dating F rom the through the centur1ıes Be Here, Assyrian
monNarch LeCcOords C.Yo. 7 that he penetrated the sealed treasur1es Of defeated

ruler, 'eVi their CONtTteEeNtTS subsequent. Ly appropria these. OT

exanmnple, cC1ıte the Oollowing SECQUECNCE Trom the noLith Inscription OT

Shalmaneser LA (  9-8 CONCErNiNg the sequels n1s NVerthrow OT king
G1Lamm.ı

H1ıs Yeasury opened. Sd! h1ıs WwWe. H1ıs
goOds, his erty, Carrıed OT: anı broucght LO
MaYy CLty Assur®.
In 'ey1ing the TCeXts, OTE NOTEeS that, ın all Of them, g entry nto

royal treasury”" betokens the preeminen STAtus OT the entrant. Such

AaCCOr“ DV the king whom the LLEaASUryv belongs par ticular

Cıite only sample of the relevant materıal; S: further the artıcle
mentioned ln D -
Translatıon by M. LICHTHEIM, Ancient Egyptıan Lıterature, ELE erkeley,
1980, EF
Translation DYy W. LAMBER'T , Babylonian Wisdom Lıterature, Oxford, 1960,
D- 103 On thıs CeXtT, S6 ( BEGG, Hezekiah's Display Another arallel,
orthcoming 1n
Translation DV E LUCKENBULLL, Ancient Records ÖOf Assyrıa and Babylonia,
b New YOLE; 1968 927 PE OTA S5See 1so 5 144 ssur-näsir-pal);
x D- 95 (Sargon)  j %: Doe 116 Sennacherib), E 145 Sennacherib)  3
x 309 (Assurbanipal) . Compare 1sa 45,1-3.



privilege (representatives OFf) another kiıing (2 AA the Piıye
Ffavorıte (”Counsels Of isdom”) ‚onverselyv, the

represent Kicht Oof cConquest” assumed DV V1ıctorıocus mOoNaAarCh G Assyrian
Royal event, however , B 1s SUggeST, against the background
OT these TEXTS that ONe best apprec1iates the 'OrCe OT the rhetorical questi-

theıir expected negatıve answers) Job 38,22 3S the1ir

ormı latıons iıntended underscore that; the wıth

earthly king's treasur1es, human being, NOWeEeVer privilegt powerful,
penetrate the heavenl1y/sapiential "storehouses".

Use OT the "freasury v woul« £further note, Aa

wıth the 1Sdom writers. Already B, noted wıth reference the

implied negatıon Ot Job 38 . 222e lenoch ha’ natürlich alle dıese Behälter

gesehen  ” Aı observatıion C1ting Enoch In fact, though,
DUHM' s One c1iıtatıon re: supplemented wıth Othte comparable
of extra-Biblical apOCalyptıc 1iteratur: a WL  Q, claıms have

allowed Varıous LECAVt treasur1es. Claıms OF th1s Or
1nerally wiıthın S  at M, has called V3 era of revealed things”

Thevy 11ikew1se wıth particular TequenCY ın the pseudepigraphical "He-

NOC!] 1Literature Accordinglyv, SULVEYV OT the relevant PaASSAıYyCS
wıth th1ıs Of material. In Enoch 143 the affırmsgprivilege to (representatives of) another king (2 Kgs 20,13; the Piye stela)  or to a favorite courtier ("Counsels of Wisdom"). Conversely, the entry may  represent a "right of conquest" assumeil by a victorious monarch (the Assyrian  Royal Annals). In any event, however, it is,I suggest, against the background  Of these texts that one best appreciates the force of the rhetorical questi-  ons (and their expected negative answers) in Job 38,22 and Bar 3,15: their  formılations are intended to underscore that, whatever may be the case with  earthly king's treasuries, no hıuman being, however privileged or powerful,  can expect to penetrate the heavenly/sapiential "storehouses".  Use of the "freasu.ry entry motif" did not, I would further note, termina-  te with the OT Wisdom writers. Already B. DUHM noted with reference to the  implied negation of Job 38,22: "Henoch hat natürlich alle diese Behälter  gesehen"”. DUHM made this observation citing 1 Enoch 60. In fact, though,  DUHM's lone citation can be readily supplemented with other comparable texts  Of extra-Biblical "apocalyptic literature" in which a seer claims to have  been allowed access to various heavenly treasuries. Claims of this sort ge-  10'  nerally stand within what M.E. STONE has called "lists of revealed things"  They likewise occur with particular frequency in the pseudepigraphical "He-  noch literature". Accordingly, I begin my survey Of the relevant passages  with this body of material. In 1 Enoch 17,3 the seer affirms  .. K Ssan Cham-  A  bers of light and thunder...  < His - claim in 18/1 rüns";. . I saw- the stere-  rooms of all the winds..  u12  . Likewise of interest is 41,4-5 "... I (also)  saw sealed storerooms from which the winds of the storerooms of hail and the  winds of the storerooms of mist are distributed... And I saw the storerooms  of the sun and the moon, from which place they come out and to which place  they return...  „13  . Also worthy of note is the text cited by DUHM, 60,11-12,  1  "... the other angel... was showing me... the storerooms of the winds..."  Lastly, in 71,4 Henoch avers "(Michael) also showed me... all the reservoirs  B. DUHM, Hiob, KHCAT 16, Freiburg, 1897, p. 185.  10  M.E. STONE, Lists of Revealed Things in the Apocalyptic Literature, Magna-  lia Dei (FS G.E. WRIGHT, ed. F.M. CROSS et al.), Garden City, NY, 1976,  414-452.  141  Translation by E. ISAAC, in The Old Testament Pseudepigraphäa, I (ed% JiB:  CHARLESWORTH) , Garden City, NY, 1983, p. 22.  12  Ibid.  13  Ibia., p. 323,  14  ITbid., p. 41. See too the description of the operation of the various hea-  venly "reservoirs" in 60,18-21.  7n1Otf 19] thunder H1ıs claım 1872 - the TOCE-

OT all the winds.. u1 ew1lse OT interest 15 41 ,4-5 So
sealced STOLECOOMS from the winds Oof the STOTrEerOCMS OT hal. the

W1iınds O the STOCrEerOCMS OT mıst 15  utedze. the STOrerOoOMS

Of the the IrOom whıch place cChey S  Q place
tChevy return. ll1

- Also wor thy OT NO 1S the Cited DYy DUHM , e TAS=125
the Othe angel ShOW1LNG the STOCrEerOCMS Of the

Lastly, ın R6 Henoch AVeLS (Michael) also showed all the reSerVvVOLrCS

B, UHM, Hıob, KHCAT 16, Freiburg, I8S9 D- 185.
M. 7 E ST OT Revealed Fn the Apocalyptic Lıterature, Magna-
Lıa De1ı (FS ( GHT, ed. S CROSS et alıder Garden CLEvS NY , 1976,
414-452

13 Translation ISAAC; $ın The O1ld Testament seudepigrapha, (ed q S

CHAR.  RTHE) , Garden C1Ltyv, N 1983, D- D,
42 ED
5 IB D-
14 T51d: D- 41 See COO the escriptıon Of the operatıon Otf the Varıous hea-

venly "reservoirs LN 60,18-21



OT the the 1luminaries...  »”
The Ot Enoch makes ımı lar claims FOr HINSS TE the SsShOorter

cens1ıon Ot that S  Ck designated » DV B CHARLES) ONeEe eads 5,1-6,1:
And chevy showed there tChe treasur1ıes OÖf the
SI1OW and the COLld- And thev showed
tChere those qguardıng the treasurles; {and thevy
ShOowed me there the treasuries} Che CLOUdS-,
from which theyv 1: anı OIl ON
And they showed the treasurlies OtT the e
Angels were guardıng the1ır treasurlıes.

sequentLy that recension Henoch AVt

e OWN the repositories Of
and the Storehouses the 1ce, and Otf V
SPIFLLE Of the cold. And I observed OW , at
Certaın ScCas5011l>+9 the1ıir custodians A the
clouds wıth chem, and the treasurıiıes AarL'‘ nOT SMPp-—
1ıled. L, WIrOtTe down the chambers the
winds, anı T observed anı S q hOow theır CUS--

<Firsttodians Carrty scales anı
they place them Ln the scales’>, and secondly ln
tche INCASUuLeE , and T 15 bvy NMedsuLe that tchev
Lease ( SE

15 NOT. w1ıthoust analogous motifs. 8,1-2 Enoch/Metatron
relates ”"open the” OT the treasurıes hous1ing assorted d1-

Vıne benef its erstanding, prudence, etc.) err these UuPO] hım

Thereafter, 10 records God’'s STAtTEMENT. CONCErNiNg the Kn Nave
hım charge Oof the StTOreSs Of the ‚ACeSs OT CArabot, all the

treasur1es the EAVt halahıs ı> Finally, found

append1x cer manuscr1pts Of Enoch, 486 3: ımı lar divıne
WOrd OCCUILSsS WT appoin the Storehouses treasur1es
which have CVE. heaven, eNtrust him 1T-De kevs ach O
them2

EnNnOC! 15 however , the onLy apocalyptic rm whom claıms

15 i151G: 49
16 Translation by F.I.ANDERSEN, L1N The O1ld 'estament seudepigrapha, L,

143 Compare the SOmewhat diıvergent readiıng OI the longer ET e 1-
S1On on S:

K IBEd , Doe 167. Compare the longer recension's reading of 40,9-11
166
Translation DYy P, R ; 1N The O1ld Testament Pseudepigrapha, *

262-263
19 1D1d; 264

ID1ıd;.) DP- 304



eEenNntICYyY ınto the heaven.ly treasur1es The Antiquities Of
sel 19,10 narrates GOod’'s revelatıon the dying MoOoses:

he showed hiım place YOM the O
dAraw er CO water earth, and the
Cce COM 1C Yrıver takes +ES water.: ;.
and the place L1N the firmament ıe} only
the holy Land drinks. And sShowed him the

YOM C the rained upON
people“

Likewise ET the Apocalypse ÖTr EzrL: Q L3 affirms: E the
27storehouses OT the 1Ce  ‚v F while 59771 records that

SCS y inter alia, "enhSs treasur1es Of the l1icgcht”2
The foregoing S makes Lear that the motıi Of Ventrv ınto EaVi

treasur1ıes" consıiderable CULLENCYV apocalyptic terature; this Lite-
rature regularly depicts 1i1ts Seer-heroes en ]Oyıng entree ınto the SUPLA-
errestla. STOTFEerAIMS hOuUusS1Ng C.UY .9 metereological phenomena , the heaven.Ly
bodies diıvıne benefits i A only, however, against the (0140) OT
i sdom 1Lıkı  D 3022 SE the Ot thiıs feature
CUA”a1les fully evident: the ypticis have anstioOo: the generalized
implicit negat1ıons OT those NtOo pOos1tl.ve assertıions about Enoch,

Moses, EZICa. doing, theır obviouslyv, er-
COT e the StTature OT those igures whOm thev attrıbu: the1ır gS

ONEeS accorded privilege 1 sdom terature intimated exceecds the
24CS Of the tLme, the1ır utıiılızatıion

OF the "entry” the apocalyptic WIC1L.ters ‚ 1ear that uch
NeVerLr 15 frequent y the Se wıth penetrations OtT the treasur1es OT

D3 Translatıon DV D HARRINGTON, 1N The Old estamen Pseudepigrapha, 3
Garden S N 1985, 327-328 The HE Antıquities T8>;
COULSES y NO apocalyptic work, Ooverall; 1USs uS!  4 Oof the mot1ıf LN qUeEe -
stıon oes constıtute inity between K and the apocalyptic Litera-
ture, however) .

D° Translatıon B, METZGER, Ln The Old 'estament Pseudepigrapha, L D
S

23 Translatıon Dy N KLIUN, n OLld estamen Pseudepigrapha, I D
642
The above dıscussıon has obv1iıous beariıng the wıder question the
relationsh1iıp between "Wisdom” and "Apocalyptic” 1C se the article

C1ited u D



K1ings (see above) Matter human r19g] inıtiative, but al-

WAYS Ot SI Vt dıviıne aVOor Thereby, Lın the Gr Aufhebung,
they DL ESSCLVE Che under Lying thrust GF isSdom Li1teratureis negatıons.

25 In 31315 connection : 8 L1S DPILOPDOS CO ote wıthın Apocalyptic Lıterature
LESSEST the CCUurren:' exXt 1iıke zYra A where the nge Ur1eil
addresses VA- wıth the (unmeetable) allenge; "open FOr the closed
Chambers anı TOYr the wiınds shut ın Ü He S (Transla-
10N by B. METZGER, LN The Old 'estament Pseudep1ı1grapha, L, D- K


