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Canaanıtes and Periz zıtes

Nadav Na aman Te ] MFE

The Canaanıtes Perizzites appearL 1ıde ide w1 Oother
the TistS Ot the sSix/seven pre-Israelite natıons. The Of tChese

11ısts their historıical significance anmp.Ly SCUSS(! DV ISHIDA 79;
1982:53-54) (1974  142-145) convincing.ly suggested that

only of these Canaanites refer autochthonous
elements OT the population OT The Othe« 1ılve Leal the COUNTIYV (
1y the beginning Of Yon Age due the OUtTCOAMEe Of large scale MLIgra-
tion that the destruction Of the Hiıttite enpire (see 981:

76-80) Biıblıcal L1S genera. fOor people COMLNG £rOM Anatolia;
&y arrcrived £ OM Huwe MLE (GÖ LG  lıtes probably
M1gra)’ £rom Karkısha ın western Anatolia (Del TLISCHLER 978:182-
183) The Orıgın Of the Jebus1ıtes L5 NOtT. clear for VEe suggestions,

: 145: 795325-206, 19) . The Per1ızzıtes
SOMEetTLMES equated wıth the personal Pir1zzı, the INESSCNYCL OT 'a
K1Ng Of thus regarded Hurrıan MAISLER 1934:
259, wıth earlıer 13  ature) place Of Origın remMmaılıns OWN , though
Ü E  ST have SCMEWhECE the Hittite provinces a atolıa Syrla.

In on the stereotyped 1Lısts OT Six/seven natıons ther: 1sSO

lLists: Canaanıtes Per1ızzıtes TL 34 ,30;: JOS 16210 [LXX] ;
1,4-5) , Per1izzıtes Rephaim JOos AMOr1Ltes Canaan1ıtes

JOs . 3 They refer broader divısıon of population gLOUPS tchan

the 1L1iSts OT natıons (ISHIDA the basıs OT the ad-

Jective DIZYU (Dtn 3Il 6'1 J Est 9,19) the ver] DICZW (Ez S6171
Sach 2,8. 9,19) Y "rural country” "open COamMmtry*; ir suggested that
the Canaanıte Perizzites, refers "+hose 1N the fortified
Cities" "+hose 1V1ing UNwa. hamlets" 962: /35;:
previously ın 1906:331, NO 1° Other SO1Llutıons for
the Oof Nances e.9., SPEISER 4:} ess elLly Thus, the
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relatıions Of the Per1izzıtes ethnıc ignation OT the
rural population remains Obscure HERTZBERG 1926:217-218; 19/9:
479-480)

The kev FOYr the obLem 1S the place Oft the Of 1ts
CONTEXT. IDal 34, theyvy interpolated ınto the

later stage OT the transmıssion 91/:17/4, 378) Thev ew1lse
ated ınto the Vorlage Of the Oof JOos 16,10, regardless OT whether
the entire PaAaSsage 15 insertion from Kön 9,16 L1S original .

1L1ier Hebrew TEXTtT Joshua g the P  ‚em, 1914:63-64) The
rizziıites paired ONCE wıth the Rephaim JOos X: "And OS| ald
them: Cn VOou MNUNET OUS people, the orest, there clear

ground LOr vourselves ın the OT the Per1ızzıtes the Rephaım, 1NCEe
the AF< COUNTICY O Ephraim 15 NarI’OW for vou”. The wOrds Sm b’rs
whrp’ym omi tted the (HOLMES 914:65) Furthermore, the 1S

except1iona. S1NCe -& : references the Perizzıtes 1Located the C1S5-

jordanian DA ULYV, whereas the Rephaım usually lLocated 1ın the Bashan
ar e.:  Q 14,5; Dtn 3,13.13-14:; JOS 12,4-5:; 953:107/:
1972:182-183; /0:92-93; SEERASS 1982:72-73) The phrase ere
ın the Ot the Perızzıtes the Rephaim” probably ated due

eNndeavour l1localise the NCW y wou ld clearecd territory the 1N-
her ı tances OT Joseph's SO}  5 (Ephraim assı S1des OT the JOr-

dan (HOLMES 1914:65) The OT the Per1ızzıtes represents the Otf
Moun: Ephraim the Ot lepher (see NA ' AMAN 58-166) the

pophaım stands for the O Of Bashan
We conclude that. the palr, Canaanıte and Per1izzıtes the palr

Per1izzıtes Rephaim well) should aSssS1ign« late
1ın the biblical tradition. reasonable assunle that the CONCEPT.

the re-Israelite natılıons, only the Perızzıtes arı  D Mi1SS1INg YOom
the T Gen 0,15-17 Their absence 1S eıther accıdental, LS the
result S the interpretation OftT tcChe Nammle CO Man "rural population  ”
that ıLıt Wä:  N nOot regarded bvy the author Oof the \ e ethnıc LA ,

1LE f the pre-Israelite natıons Ln the Rephaim tooOk the
ce Of the Hivıtes appears Ln Gen 5,20-21. The latter 1Ss MNeNn-—

tioned lın almost EVELVYV SixXx/seven s OÖOf natıons anı 1 mMiSsSing only
ere and 1n the LWO post-exıilic ex e)8 sra 9,1 anı Neh 9,8 (ANBAR
1982:53-54). IOu. O! dare TO uggest hat lLater edıtor, under the
iınfluence of JOS 1725 replaced the original Hıvyiıtes Dy the Name of
Rephaim L1N Order e add MOLE archaıc Lavour LO the AT Gen 5,19-21?
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Of the Per1ızzıtes FOTr the rural population Of the COUNTILY, EL

ged due popular etymolog1iza  n Of the ethnıc Per1ızzıtes

]UM«  on wıth the ad7jective DIZYU. the SG1X adıtional pre-Israelite
natıons OF Canaan 5 Girgashites apDpDeaAL only rarely the 1Ss the

r1ızzıtes the onl1y gr'OUPp WwhNOSE@ actual eat 15 NEeV Ment.ı.ON( ;hz

only na for the CTr 1.bes wONder wher:« fact their place WaS ,

possiblyv, Ch1s question the etymologizatıion Of the eth-

NLC emerged  D the newLyY CONCEe 1i ved Otf ers

subsegent 1y ated into SsSeveral adıtions effort

clarifyv their original content

SCMEewhat ımı lar procedure Of 10ogization Of ancıent ethnic
that eepLyY affected 1ts presen  ‚on the Bible, L1S5 that OT the

rıans. The latter stinct, ethniıic the ancient Eas whO

enter‘: the land ÖT (anaan during the 18th-17+th centurıes B,

NA ' AMAN ONeEe Of the MOST. important ethnıc gr OUPS P_

Lestine the 16th-14th centur1ies (de 1967/; 83-89;
1978, wıth earlier iterature The Hurrlians gr assımı lated

within the Sem1itic ulatıion Otf alestine the extent .1ear
rıan the Israelite Nallles 1ın the Bıble ZADOK 1985:

397) The bibilical Hor 1ı tes (Hurrians) the Othı exclusiıvelv
connected the err1itory Of Edom. Ther'ı 15 eV1ldenCce Hurrıans Lea-

th1ıs remOote uninhabited ca the ‚2CONd mMLL.ieNNıum

DE - 1S logical AaSsSulkb the attachmen Of the th1s

regıon due the etymologization OT the hör "cave", The

1Lical CY1bes apparently SsSe. ÖOld respected OT ONeEe OT the

populatıion gr QOUDS that lLived 1ın the remote the OT

DV Of etymology have identified TL wıth the autoc!  IONOUS population OT

the land OT Edom, thus regarded OF "cave llers  *
(de 967:497-505; «>  36-1

This analyvsıs Of the Canaanites Perizzites, 15 important
‚ lue for the elucidation Oof the original STO: OT on1ı-bezı Udg 1,4-7)
The entire Oft Judg 1,1-2,5 interpolated ınto the OT Judges

relativelyv late date 506-509>; 26-27, 31 40-41,

FOoTr the "fright YOM anonymity”" 1N the post-Old estamen per1od anı
the fiılling 1n mMan y "missing” details, SS ELLER 1939.
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wıth earlier terature) Chap' 1S bu3ilit of V1 episodes
L EWOL'! arrangtı well CONCEe1ved plan relativelyv late

author (de 1966:; The epl. OT Adoni-bezek
isolation Order the C1arı 1ts erlying StOLV.
The preface Judg (VV. 1-3) evidently Wwrı1ıtten DV the later author

nothing dOo wiıth the OCı StOIV. The OT Va "Then
(w°1lh)”"” 1S later well, S1NCEe other verbal forms the

pasSsage the plural The 19. sub7ject OT these ver'! remaAaıns

Wa emphasized D 1G 1S5 superfluous  ea
"eXcep  e ten thousand slain - a round number for which we  har

storical tells nothing S  Q, do the
context" The author abridged n1ıs OoOmMi.tting the
Of the StOLCYy Of Ion1i-bezı 1ts place wıth these phrases borrowed
from the CONTEXT (MOORE 1895: 14; 1918 :4) The 1a  f date the

palr, Canaan1ıtes Perizzites, suggested above, tallıes well wıth
MOORE's analyvsıs indicating that VV . 4, WwIiıtten the later
author OT chapter

the oriıginal StOILV, on.L1y s Da , 6—- ]a lef‘ uS,. MESSAGE
the retrıbutıon Adoni-bezı expressed hıs words (Vv /a) ”"as have

done, has requited me" , (coampare 24, The Oof the present
STO: does aCCcord well wıth this mot.i: apparently the

author HO h1ıs mot.ıvation, below) (RÖSEL 982:19)
that the author ÖOld STO: OI battle conducted

NE.: Bezek agains ruler WNOSEe probab.Ly forgotten and thus

called the of the efijeld: "+he f (see 1981
21) He important King Of the entire ea treating h1ıs ea

mMmLes cruel humiliating his ea battle he

recoampensS! exact y the IMI NMIEeL. Bezı  D, (today Khirbet Ibzig) 1S 10-

ar echem (1 441263 the Oold STO} probably emerged
this area. the aNONYVIMNOUS ruler, called lIon1i-bezek the StOILV, the

ruler Of Shechem? (see 1965:145; 1971:54, 146,
M Ööld Canaanıte adopted by the Israelite settlers the Al

Of Manasseh from FAGÄIr predecessors iın th1s area”? Did 4 originally
belong like the STO. Of Judg 1,22-26) the OT CONqQqUEST StOr1eS Of
the SUNS Oof Joseph? Ther:« 15 clear thesı questions ‚LNCEe the
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original the StO: CannOtT LeCONS'  Ea
The attachmen: Oof th1ıs epl: the StOr1eS Of Jud; ges

due the similari Ootf the on1ı-bezı Adoni-zed wıth
the lat: heading the coalıtion OT kingdoms foucght nOrth OT
rusalem aCCOordıing JOS the .19} OT the coalescence Ot the personal
Sı the author Ör ges identified Adoni-bezek's capiıtal
CL thus COMpOSEd elements he ‚ESCT. the death OT

oni-bezek (v /b) the capture Of h1S Ostensible C1 8) tucked
them the the StO: (WELTEN 1965:145-146; de 41-542)

conclude that the STO. ın 1ts final £from 1-8) 15 only
fairlyv late, 1S also non-historical that only relatiıvelyv small
Ör 1T Da, 6—-7/3) belonged the original Old STO: should NLY
dismiss the claim OT (e.g., HERTZBERG 1926:216-221; 19672
197° 1971 n that the trıbe Of Jud. andered from the northern N

Of Manasseh Moun’: Ephraim before he enter. his erı 1r COMmM the
northern border The sattiers ın the Judean RET migrated £fIrom

the SsSouthern margins Moun’: Ephraim (NA 'AMAN p f1rom aAaCLOSS the Jordan
the from the Beer-sheba Vallev the Wilderness OF Beer-

sheba, OCCUPY1ING the territory onl1y S1owly Ir (de 9/8:523-
550) The assumed Judean Of Canaan1ıte erusalem early Stage
Ot Iron Age 96/:197; 981:78) L1S5 1Likew1ıse non-historical

15 contradic DV the STAteMment. JOos 15,63 the dependent STATtTE-

Z 1975:274-275; de The CL pLCO]
COoNquered es by the m1igratiıng Ggr OUP OT Jebusites subsequent. 1y
settled the place 1L1ved ther' unti a captured Davıd. 15
clear that the episodes ESCTI ın ges sShould carefully an  S
Oore STAatement the  s iıstorical authentic1ity afftirmed.
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