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SIn A1S rig] he held e Ven stars”; SAVS 1,16 about "one Lik!  D

SN OT man ” spoke John the vVviısıon. Sımilar wWwOrds repea agaın
20 TOLr the MyYySTEILYV Ör the EVenNn whıch VOoU K

hand V 2 "whO holds the E VeNnNn iM Nn1ıs TIG„ and In

31 " O has the eVen The VEn lıze the eSVenNn ATı

gels (messengers OT the es 8I parallel astronom1Cca. i1den-

tificatıions Ot the wefr\l| also PFrOpPOS! They WOULL C.Y-. the OT

Ursa Minor OT eeU1ades known diıvıne attrıbutes

INlOLE interesting suggest1ions Ffound the ÖT Henoch.

8,13-16; 21,1-6 EthiopiCc) ment.ıons ‚Eeven allen, S STAars, but onl1y
text from the Slavon1ıc OT Henoch 15 CONTEMPOCALCY the APpOCAaA-

1ypse 1TS CeEeNtury 15 ©ın ma ]Or inmortance. Hen 30,2-3; Gr
2L 3 (manuscript EeVen CYrea: by the S the and

the 1V the Antiıquity Besides, thev WLl widelv recognized
the eVen MOST impOortant Jestjial es;: TOr thıs ‚ONn thev have glıven

the1ir the eVen days OT the W Sun-Day Thev WEeT“t classı-

Fa together DV astronomers associated with eVeNn MOV: spheres.
The wWwOrd QOTNP used ın the Ve. eNOTtTe the eVeEenNn has obviously

wider MeanınNg "abar“ (c£ C. 22
therefore PrO)] that the eVenNn held DYy the Son OT

identified with the S the the 1Ve plane  ° The whole

ımage represents n1s FL O the Uun1ıvers.

Such interpretation Of the C VE froam ReV 171620} 245 S wOuLd

Ffind dec1is1ıve confirmation v wWwWEeTr able discover Links

K BOUSSENT, Die Offenbarun:' ohannes, L Öttinge 1906°©,
196 H; Die enbarung des Johannes, 16a, Tübhbingen 1974,
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the S@SVEeEN churches from 2- celes bodies. sShOould
then tra|  Q the late symbolic allusıons the ag! adressed the
es

The MOStT general ancıent 1sSMm Of plane 1Ss preserved their Laın
divine StilLl OFr thev existed versions Orgt

the Pythagorean Circles (VI-V century BC) These £found
'ansSCr 1ın 30 ,2-3 (manuscript Kronos, rı Arrıs, the S

Z4eEOUS , S, the moon) The Order 155 Ot astronom.ıcal origin
the tolemaic ON , but the places OT Ven) and Jupiter have exchang:

atever the elation, ures T1' OM the standard
form also there

us EXamıNne the ‚I the iurches:

Ephesus. Order Of the davys OX the (the 5  St popular one) 1S
used here, the S place belong the elyvy, because

EeSus the biıggest CI Of the proyince OI Asıa 1ts church

also OT the Ln imnportance. The repeated ment.ıons about the golden 1amp-
(Rev 2 15 coul hide allusion the sunlicht.

INg the SUSggEeStTS assoc1iatıion wiıth the wıth Saturn,
the 1ISs5 nearest) the last 1 the astronomıcal OlemaliCc Order

257710 about the death and the Treturn 13 T@e. Coul:« NOT.

the promise OI the resurrectıon placed Just her: because the

disappearing from SYVCS "revives"?
The third ‚i refer Mars, the

and indeed 1 read: "uwWwhO has the sharn two-edred A E
x ıil VOou against them wıth the SWOCrd Oof MOU}

( This cCOiNCidenCce con£Iirms welil the inıtial ypothesis and CannOt

SM1SS! accidental

Thyatira. DAES place ONg Mercure, but the MESSAGE CONCETTNS

MOST certaınlyv Venus. We firx its popular the Of the N III
SE gıve the MOFNINGg Star”" (Z VV. E aCCuSe the Of the
10ocal church Of toleratıng immoral beguiling Oof them PLACc-—-
t1ise idolatry and immorality (and possibly sacral prostitution)

Sardis. coul« l1oo0k for Mercure, queSssSs1ng 1ts place Simply

M BOLL, Sternglaube und Sterndeutung, Aus Natur und Geisteswelt 638,
Leipzig 1919 Y 58
The OlLld estamen' Pseudepigrapha, ed, S CHARLESWORTH, WL 1I LOnNdon
1983, D- 148-150
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with the ONe ONgiINg Venus The MCSSATE however contains
clear reference, eXcept maybe the - will 1Likı thief
wiıll NOT. hOur wıll UPpO] vou” 33} Mercure aDPCaLS
the Of the nıght when few CVCS remain MO EeCOVEer cCONsider:!
the C SO TS

Philadelphia. only pOssible allusıon Jup1ıter 18 COM 1ln the
otf David S "uhO has the kev SM vid". Jupiter WaSs the rovyval STar

15 Often identified with the STar leading the w1lıse Jesus DE
etc.) They able interpret up1ı a the STAr Of €w1s!| K1ng

(3 conJunction OT 'up1 Saturn thev observed; Saturn cCOouL
Nave SYymMbolLiz TOr them the sabbath henCe the EWL1S| people

LAaOdicea. last place .‚ONIg Saturn. This Slowly MOVINg pla-
net Was credited Z astrology wıth producing Sl1uggis: g.Loomy CeMperament
thNOSe born under T1S luence. -  f 1n with the strongly WOTd! descrip-
10ON Of this church (3; Saturn also relia POVEL-
er 1S reflected , 1 "vou Wwre' pitiable,
blind naked"

The Of pOints wher': the MESSAGES the es CO1NC1de wiıth the

SymboLlism OF the eVen celestıial bodies appeaLs significant. EVt

les: ther'« 1S question O t1Ng the whole plan as  ıcal
considerations. The author alludes popular assoc1ıations 'ather than

EIMETLC knowledge There only few meeting points the StTar

Symbolism the CONCTEeTE situation Of the churches. The Order f the e VEln

Citıes remaıns geographical Ephesus, Pergamum from outh north;
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Lacd1icea  * £YrOM Pergamum towards the ‚Outh-

east) The VayqguenesSssS Of the SYyMbOoLI1LC allusions possible harmon1ze

Chn1is Order wıth the Order Gr the celestijial bodies; only the sSıtuatıion 1ın Thya-
t1ra pushed the author introduce Change. The SymboLism Oftf celest1]a.
dies remains 1N 2 3 purely Literary device helps put

the distrıbution O images AONG the eVeEeN ect.ions OT the TeXT..

LESCNCE 15 nonetheless 1Ccient conf£1irm the eVenNn from

1,16.20; 233 33 interpre the S the and the 1Ve

planets
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