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Dove S and reaty-Makıng:
Another Poss1 Reference

Chrıstopher Begg Washıngton

description Of treaty-makıng k 193 9-70.177 POSCS SsSeveral

puzzles. Why, C.YJ .9 L15 ment1ıon OTf e Un CdOVt VOUNY pigeon”
alongside i especially see1ng that, cCONtrast

the latter, the disposition OL these birds 15 AAar unclarified? 'ecent

artıicle th1is ]ournal suggested the LESCNCE OT the dCve VOUNY
pigeon) the B Of Genes1s rerf lects Cc1ıen Ne.;  R Eastern practice

1n the ımer 1an WA114Te Stela” Ör the SECONd halrt r the RYO

M1LıLieNNıumM th1is extra-Biblical text OT Lagash SO lemn1zes h1ıs

agreement wıth unnamed) K1Ng f by releasıng dOoves who
f infraction Of the agreement the enpLes Of

T100US Öal Fies. earlıer plece went suggest that, un lıke its Su-
mer lian arts, the CdOV! Genes1s L1S5 t1ionslos; wıth Yahweh

physicallyv the eatVyV, ther' 1S fOr hım

iınformed W V1ıa IMECSSCHNIECL Dird. Accordinglryv, PCOPOS! the

author’s incorporation OF the bırds ınto Nn1s presentation Genes1s 15

due Traditionszwang, 1,.e, he ment1ıions them because the traditions

treatymaking known dOVes d1d figure, &VE though, gıven the

partiıculars Of h1ıs aCCOUNT, 15 unable give h1s birds eal func-

the present Study wısh calil attentıon another pOsSsS1ble Eextra-
Bıblical reference doves treaty:  Ng  - context, name 1y 637 Of
£famous Esarhaddon assa. eaty, dated 672 quoting the Line
wıthiıin i1ts immediate context (S OT the eaty according the 'ecent

anslatıion Of O

The Birds 1N Genesis 15,9-10 (1987) '  4:



637/s0 WL das Geräusch VO: e  ingt, 638 mÖgt AD
u_re Frrauen, urLre Söhne, 639 un! ‚uUu_L®e Töchter keine uhe

un keınen Schlaftf £fınden

1S l1ear from the translation, the vassals being threatened
wıth nO1Se isturbing *+ Fn getting Trest

the l1acuna BORGER's rendıtıon prec1iselv OFf 637 ew1se 1Nd1-

cates, the ”  SAr CEe  ” Of this NnO1Se 15 NOT. evıdent. 10 priınceps
Of the E WISEMAN gl1ves the Tollowıng translıteratı.on for a-
dian OT 637 kı-ı MN  M ıl-l1lu Sa su->? 1-Daslup-u=n23 y er1ing this ”a

slıps iınto grinding mMLılLL WISEMAN then der1ves the

su->? reading from Su stone”, e, "grinding-mill"
her anslatıon Oof the e SCMewhat ım. lar er-

standing Of 1in Just the squeak produced by Fhis doo pıvot..
Thus TOr WISEMAN RELNER the SOUT'CE Of the rest-destrovy1ing NnO1Se
ea by the 15 (stone) obje!

Ther 1s however , alternative conception regardıng the origın OT

nOoO1LSe. This concept1ion tTirat put forward W. PIL OPOSCS
the following reading for Line: kı-1ı sa ıl-lu \  U sSsu-”e an-nu-te)

i1rha-iui=u-nz >  ıch he anslates "urle das der (Var leser Tauben
laut erklingt. Ccanment1ing uPpPO] thıs reading/rendition Su-?e 'au-:
ben" nOtes that Akkadian OCCcCasionaly uses UMNENUÜU for "dove"”,
The eO-Assyr1ıian form Of +this Cerm, Crn L1S5 the ‚OV 2

passage as read by VON SODEN’ .
The MOST. TeCent. 1t1ions OT the Esarhaddon Treaty give preference

reading/rendering OT sn BA Thus reads 'ki Sa

sa su?? ihalluluni, w1ıe eın Taubenschlag WUSEe. „ 10 Similarly PARPOLA

TUAT (Güterloh, DP- 1 /6.
MAaYy be noted ere hat authors diısagree CO whether the .  YTest”"

question 1S ordinary nıghttıme sleep the sleep OT death, CONTLrCrAaSt
a nähu and salalu 69b)
The Vassal-Treaties of Esarhaddon (London, 7 WISEMAN notes,

the varıant reading found Ln several uplicates ÖT the treaty, T
Sa Ssu-”u an-nu-te.
9516 ote LCOO ISEMAN's remarks Ah1Ss ranslatıon,6 See AHW, Su B

(Princeton, 19693) z D 540. See 1so 1D16:> Ea 28 regarding hıs
translatıon.
Assyrisch ATl  V {  I an M1LNL und Su S NN AfO (1963) 82.
LB See LCOO S UumMmma where VON gi1ves the Same account.



WA'TANABE read kı-ı Sa ıl-lu Sa su->? (an-nu-te) ı-ha-lul-u-ni, "J)ust
the NO1Se OT (these) dAOves 15 persistent. „ 17

G1L1ven the references dOoves ın treaty:  INg the ure
Stela Genes1s be l 1eve the approach OT SODEN the
erstanding Of 637 the Esar‘:|  ON Creaty 1: preferred But -
S that TEXT, has sıgnificant ımplications for the UUC-—
SN Genes1s 1ESGSTE. RATrSt OTt AT the Esar‘'  On PaAaSSaTgeE WOU DL O-—
vV1ide eVv1idence the uUuSse OT dOoves the OCCasıon Of eaty-makıng d1d
LNUE iI1srael?*s Umnwelt Far iınto the 12St m1 Llennıum culd further
pLY parallel Genes1s - mentıon O dOvVı much closer 1ın time than
the thır m1 L1iennium Bn dating OTf the Bıblical apter

thereby helping attenuate ONne might feel adducing PLaCc-
t1Cce .n ear lıer LEX' 1L1N elucidation Of Bıblıcal datım

the time, the Esarhaddon parallel also SUSgESTS qualification Of
previous assertion, the eV1ldence Ot the Vulture Stela, that the

dov« OT Genes1s 15 funktionslos ın the eaty-making pr  ure. 19
OF the role given the doves the Esar!  ONn eaty, C the OQUL C Of
nO1LSe that GE keep the treaty-breaker from rest, 1 e might PrOpOS! that
the dOvVı Genes1s has Lik«  D function, 1 AD LE, 1ık«ı  (D the beasts are

ıntımates the painful CONSCHTUCNCECS violation C the treatyv - &11

E  14 This re!  on ould indicate, 1n LUr Ehat wh1ıle the use Ot dOves

D1iıe ade ereidigung anlässlıch der onfolgeregelung Asarhaddons, Bag-
dahder Mıtteilungen erlin, 174-175. See 1S0 her remarks
P- 207

11 Neo-Assyrian Treaties and Loyaltı S, elsinki, SA
12 The Current tendency 7: LO regard (jenes1s "Deuteronomistic" and o

ate ı5 “bale.., 112e 4:17 the Exilic/post-Exilic per1lod, S! cC.U-. 9 M _ Z
Genesis 15 Conflation OT "L’WO Deuteronomic Narratıves: JBL 101

(1982) 39-55
F Note Hat pPprev1ı1ous Scholars ave ıdentıfıed whole serlıes O parallels

between the arhaddon CLeaTty (partıcularlı 1Es Curses) and the (Deu-
eEeronomMyY above aäall)., S: e.9q H- A, The assaı Treatıes OT: Esar-
haddon anı the Datıng Ot euteronOomvy : (YI'S 14 (1965) 122-154; M. WEIN-
FELD, Deuteronomv and the Deuteronom1l1c School Oxford, 9—1

14 In Ch1is connectıon 1 INAYV e noted hat LN SOMe dupLıcate versıions OT
the Esarhaddon treaty d 637 1:S precede DY 96A2 A { reads ..  may
theyvy slaughter YOUy VOUL Oomen , VOUL brothers, VOUr SONMNS and VOouUr augh-
ers Like SPprinNng and IA (translation ın PARPOLA-WATANABE,
Treaties, D- Sa gi1ving e remıniscent ON the enumeratıon Of
heifer, she-goat, ram, turtledove anı ul pi1geon In Gen OC



treaty-making CONTEXTS d1ıd persis miıllennia the c1ıen Ne.;  B

East, the significance attachıng the practice cOou ld d1ıd wh1ıle
the ear lıer ımer ıan pL  ure doves funct1ioned "treatyv messengers”,

+ later SYrC1a srael, thev Served remind those enter1ng the
A HME den1ed them thev vıolate 1tSs

SUWUMMALV , against the background Of g 637 Of the Esarhaddon Creaty,
SsSuggest ı1n Genes1s Yahweh 15 Are Abraham L  DE OCULE

CO who W1LL han dur1ng the UPCOMING cCreaty ratification IL OCECSS
reminder Of 1C1ONAa. ”  curse" he 15 making IMSEe S
TaGt; ON micght further Suggest that + the C0 anımals iıntended

represen the slaughter 1S, ; invoking UPO B
seltf Casıi Of ure TÜ3 134 h1is praomises then the dove wh1ı
15 nt1oned the beasts cOould mMmeant Sign1ify that, Ven after

death ‘ ‘,  ‚EE he would denied peaceful eSst.

15 One MaVY note, however, hat ın al three ınstances the doves, unliıke
the three beasts e Genes1s E arı kept alıve.

16 This understanding Of the sign1ıfiıcance Of the cutting LO the anımals
Ln Genes1s 15 Drohritus M the SsStandard @)el L$LN scholarship, s S6l

C.J.i I Verheissung unı Gesetz, ‚ZAW 43} (Berlin-New YOTCK-
Y 41-45

En See D above.


