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The Kiıngdom ÖOf Ishbaal

Nadav Na aman Tel V1LıV

The terr1ıtories Ishbaal SOoN OI reigned from his capital Of
described .. Fıve l13istedi ilead, ” SWIY ,

Jezreel, Ephraim and Ben7]amin. overall terrıtorv 15 defined srael
ıts entirety" The inclusıon E Gilead, Ben7]amin the
115t 1S5 seltf evlıdent; the CC Ör WIY and Jezreel,
1NVOLves Ser LO0Us problems. Various 1ut1ions have aArs
OVerLr Cal diffıcultıes but MNOTN Of able explain WAV
author selected these COPONYMS define shbaal's terriıtorv.

SChOLlars the plaın Of ezree ımder 41listine and
cOontro. before the sraelite-Philis Mount Gilboa

but 1961, 14-15; 1967/, 255-57) , and following the

Victorv OVELr Saul the Philistine:! ened the1ır Ggras)  78 plain (see
318#} assumed Israelite Otf ezree refer +the

plaın S1NCEe 1 l1ocated OU! Ot Ishbaal’s kingdom,. Most SsSchoOolars SUug-
gested regıon Of "Jezreel" Of ezree that

Located southern DE OVer LOO! the eV 1975, 144, Eı

34; 1984, 87; o  <  S  .m 1985, 87-88; and 1986, 139)
emaıns entirely ımc lear however, WNY this small Ment 105nı alongside
the Oth« well and Jarger Ot ılead, Ephraim and Benjamin.

scholars suggested ezree. Oft Issachar OS
+ the text reflects a kind of Israelite claim over the tribal  i—

(ALT 1953, 16-17  7 1975, 42; 1984, 181; SE  SE  3E 1986,
91) The suggestion, however, 1S um.  V . First,; MOST Of the inher1: O
Ssaı OS! 9:17-23) 1Located plain ezree and north Of 5

oOutside kingdom Oof Davıi«
and incorporated into Israelite kingdom, onl1y then by Israeli-

families 1982; NA ' AMAN 1986, 93-94 CONCEPT. Of allotment
O Issachar reflect realı Of shbaal’s the aSSUp-
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t1ıon bibliıcal YOeTtlLect early srael1ıte hypothetical l1aıms tr1-

terrıtorles 1 (see NA ' AMAN 1986 , 83-84, 38-95, wıth SACHer

L1iterature 83, 1n 20) author Otf .. intended SCTY‘

istorical reality and not. hypothetical claims.

The Of assı 1 nNOtT. ment.ıon the S: 31° \

nOt1inNg 1ts absence, suggested "Jezreel” refers primarıly He

northern parts OÖOt Manassenh, the whole errı OT Manasseh, Far

j existed, MLNUS the region Of DOF This bold suggest1ion 1S NnNOtT. SUPPO.

DV biblical referenCe Jezreel and YTS desperate attempt
terrıtor1a. eNse Out OT the 138 O £1ve regions 22

L problematic the DLAaCcEe ÖT Jezreel L1S the 1ocatıon OT *SWIY-.
versions con£licting testimonles, but the XC form 15 preserved

ö  ST wıtnesses and L5 PrO) original (X 1984, 82-83 The Mma7]Oor1l-
OT scholars TeAad an ha’aserı Targ. w dbyt ST SE(  D Judg 1:23) 1.e, "+he

T S (See the 11ıterature C1ıted DV 1985, 9! nOtes 4-5,
1984, 181° 1986, 313 However, the inclusıon Of the Galilean trıbe Ot

Asher the L1iISt 1S un.  V e Fiırst, the gent1ilic LOIM TeMA1lnNns inexplicable
ThHh1is sOöolutıon. Second, there 1s EVLdence SUpPOFT the assumpt1ion

Asher FOT the ent.ıre ca OT ıL1iee. The ‚ l1ans Of Asher WeLe GS1-

tuated the western ilee, the plaın the west the

1l1Liee mOoOUNtTALNOUS rFange the east, havıng on.l1y marginal place = 111 @)919|

the north "  sSraelilte  ‚39 GLOUPDS » 15 hardıly conceiveable the Of (3A —-

11ılee called thıs HET TDaTt“ IL, the Philistines and the Canaa-

nıtes remained control Oft the plains OT Jezreel and Beth-shean throughout
the re1igns OT Saul The 1LLee region ÖDT the g“
dom Of SaulLl couL nOt Nave OT the STAC L1 StTa: that time

(EDELMAN 1985, 86-88) .
scholars suggested adopt1ing the VIL1LaC and ga Vers1ı0ns ges(s) ÜE1L;

S Geshurites", assımed the region OI Geshur Wa>s either under

aal *s control claımed by Israel (see the 1ıtera: cCited DV
1985, 9l D 6° and 1986, 139-40, 169) 15 clear, hcowever,
that Geshur indepen small kingdom G1 the north-eastern

border OI the kingdam Of Ishbaal and CannOt OT his kingdom
( EDELMAN 1985, 85) x FOLr the assıumption ÖT earlyv sraelil hypothe-
t1ıcal claıms ad7jacent regions, Sec the cYriticısm

RecentLy, Sugges’ reconstructing early consonantal



h’Syry, identifying LE wıth heri1ite enclave Supposedlv S1
the Irontier reg1iıon west ÖT Ben7]amin Ephraim (see 1986, 8889
The assumed location Or "Asherites" th1is area, INn  gra.
Of the inheritances Ot tr1ıbes, 1S iınferred from the analysis OT the
Asherite jenea Logy F (EDELMAN 1988, wıth earlier terature
4N 24 Il.s {} ELSewhere (NA'AMAN Fforthcoming) suggested or1iginally
the jenea LOgv 7:31b-39 has with the Asherite genealo-

VV . 30-31a. Its affiliation wıth Asher 15 the WOrk GE the Chronicler
1dentifi: Heber, the Of Beriah OF Asher 46:17;
26:44-45), wıth X , the Ooun Ö the jenealogy 7:32-39,

thus S1igning the genea logy the Galilean Of Asher. There L5
basis fOr the Sunmption OT Asher1te enclave S1TUa the regıon

WesSt Of Ben]amin and Ephraim The inhabited DV Varıous Ephraimite
and Benjaminite and families and iınclLuded wıthin inheritance
OF Ephraim and Ben7jamin EISE Oft ..  9,

19] Ot the 1NVOLVEeL wıth the mMmention Of and * /gSWIY
within the List ST Ishbaal, 'Ces| examiınation OF the L5 desi-
rable. pOint Of departure wWwOuUL« Liıke l1ze that the Hst OF

rCr1S!| the Israel1ıte kingdom Ishbaal aDDEATL’S within the
Cription Otf the StOrLYV OT Saul and Davıd forms egra.

GT the Otf velopment. 1S against the 'Sroun Of the \ ] _.' u
all STOLYV the place Of Jezreel and * /gSWIY .. sShould ınter-
preted.

the StO: OT L ea Moun: G1lboa 1 LS5 explicitlyv ment1ioned
Philistines plain Ot ezree 28:4; 204A105

and A1s Dy the SPFing ezreel, Mount G1il-
(1 28:4; 29:1) FoLllowing Victory, the Philis  es

OT the plain Ormer 1y held Dy sraelites (1 312 #) The LsS-
raelites, acCcording StOrLV, i thdrew £from the plain and its per1ı-
phery Thus, the w? UZE} description OT Ishbaal's kingdom

only ean , "and border OFf) 2001
SCOMEewhat ımilar SOLUW also K  DD.  L h’/gSwry. The gentilic

form strongly SUPPOFTS the reading hgSwry "+he shurites”") adopted DV the
VE1laCc Vulgate versions. SUggesSt tentatively transcr1ibing 9a
Chus: wumlkhw F 3Agl <°M> Tgbwl < hgSwry; „  and he hım king ‚LLEe:
(+to the)} boundaryz Of the Geshurites". The preposition poss1iblyv —



due haplography, the NO gbw. subsequent. Ly "corrected" wr>1

aCcCcordance wiıth the overall STTrUCTUrEe OT the scr1iption 1, + CS FOT the
LTecOoNns  cted particular Josh 12:5ted due to haplography, the noum gbwl was subsequently "corrected" into w’l  in accordance with the overall structure of the description in v. 9. For the  reconstructed text note in particular Josh 12:5: ... wbkl hbSn °d gbwl hgSwry  ... and over all Bashan to the  whm°kty whsy hgl°d <’d}> gbwl syhwn mlk hSbwn;  boundary of the Geshurites and the Maacathites and over half Gilead <up to)})  the boundary of Sihon king of Heshbon.” (see e.g. NOIH 1953:66; BARTHELEMY  1982:22). Common to the two texts are the omission of °d due to haplography  with gl°d and the delimitation of a certain territory by the "boundary of the  Geshurites". Compare also: (a) Josh 13:11 ... whgl°d wgbwl hgSwry whm°kty;  "and Gilead and the region of the Geshurites and Maacathites". (b) Deut 3:14  ... kl hbl ’rgb °d gbwl hgSwry whm°kty; "all the region of Argob to the boun-  dary of the Geshurites and Maacathites".  The place of Geshur within the borders of Ishbaal's kingdom fits well into  the story of David's rise to power. It was emphasized above that the scope of  Ishbaal's kingdom is an integral part of the description of the history of  his time. And indeed, the kingdom of Geshur and its king, Talmai, play a di-  stinctive role in the story. David married Maacah, Talmai's daughter, in the  first years if his kingship in Hebron. Their son, Absalom, was David's third-  born son while he was in Hebron (2 Sam 3:3). Later on Absalom found it neces-  sary to seek refuge in the kingdom of Geshur (2 Sam 13:37). According to the  story he stayed there for three years (2 Sam 13:38) before he got permission  to retum to Judah. Geshur is portrayed in the story of David as an indepen-  dent kingdom bordering Israel on its north-eastern boundary (MAZAR 1961). Its  place in the district list of Ishbaal serves as a kind of introduction to the  story of David, just as the mention of Jezreel in the district list is closely  linked with the story of Saul's last battle against the Philistines.  The territory governed by Ishbaal from his capital of Mahanaim is described  in 2 Sam 2:9 thus: "and he made him king over Gilead <to the} bomda:tyf' of the  Geshurites, and up to (the border of) Jezreel, and over Ephraim and over Ben-  jamin, that is, over Israel in its entirety". Ishbaal's kingdom encampassed  three main districts: (a) the Gilead, i.e. the Transjordanian Israelite areas  bordering Geshur on its northern side; (b) Ephraim, i.e. the hill country of  Ephraim and Manasseh up to the plain of Jezreel; and (c) Benjamin, i.e. the  territory of the king's tribe. The whole area was regarded by the author as  "Israel in its entirety" (compare 2 Sam 3:12, 21), as against "the house of  Judah" (2 Sam 2:4,  7, 11), which was ruled by David, Israel's rival and fu-  ture lord.  36wbkl] hb£n O, gbw. hgSwry

a E ST - D  Bashan to thewhm°kty whsy 3Agl <rd> g.Dw.L syhwn m1 hSbwn;
boundary OT the Geshur1ites and Maacathites and ‚;L1eAal CO }
the Of king Of Heshbon. (see C. 1953:66;
982:22) . the (MLSS1LON Ot haplogranhy
wıth gl 1imitation Of terr1ıtorv the "boundary Oof the
Geshurites". also: (a) Josh 1319 whg.l %d wg bw. hgSwry whm°Kty;
"and G1Llead and region Of the Geshur1tes and Maacathites" (D) Deut 314

k] hbl ’rgb T, gbwli QSWIY whm°kty  71  ® Da 1: the regıon Of the boumn-
Of Geshur 1i1tes and Ca

The place Ot Geshur wıthın CS Ot Ishbaal's kingdom 3E  f well into

STO: O T 1Se L emp]  1Z the OT
shbaal's kingdom 1S integral OT description Of the LS' Of
h1is time. the kingdom Ot Geshur its Talmaı, play d1-
stinctive role the STCOLV. Davıd mMarrıed almai’'s ‚ug!  e the
4L E his kingship Tır Absalom,
bOrNn son while he 3:3  — Late: Salom found - NeCCSSsS-

SAaLVYV seek refuge kingdom Of Geshur (2 FA CO the

STtO: he Stayed for VCaLS (2 Ore permission
ret] Geshur 15 aVı the StO: Of Davıd indepen-

kingdom bordering Israel its north-eastern boundary
pLace the district 118 Of Ishbaa l er VeSs kin OT introduction
STtO: Of David, Jjust the ment.ıon ÖOf Jezreei district 148 15 closely
Linked with the StTOLYV Of Saul’'s last battle against the Phiılis  es,.

The IL DYy Ishbaal £from his capıtal of 1S SCT.
thus: "and he hım king OVEeL Gilead <+to the} boundary € Of

Geshur1tes, and (the bOYrder Of) ezreel, and OVEeL Ephraim and OV®E 8

1S, Srae. 1 e entirety” Ishbaal'’'s kingdom eEeNCOMpASSEd
three maın cdistricts: (a) thee - S the Trans7jordanian Israelite
bordering CGeshur its northern ıde  ° (b) Ephraim, y 39 the DL COUNTIY OT

Ephraim and Manasseh the plaın Of ezreel; and (C) Benjamin, A
territory Of the ing’'s The whole regarded by the author
"Israe 1ts entiretyv”" (compare S4 12 2105 d} against "+he house OT
07 (2 2  .. IS 15 wnl  Q, Was DV Davıd, Israe1l's Yıval and fü-

lord.
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