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THREAD LEADLNG OQU'T THE VENTRISIAN LABYRINTIH

REMARKS MI NOAN 1, 1 NEAR

Friedrich DUrCrc

CJ ear 1stınctıon between tcthe we! l-known Of external

inflexion and T'°OOT inflexıon ea Tee Of SE
WE1tEen Ftablets ın Minoan (Old Cretan) LaiNeär Sem1ıt1c, Se-

mit1ıc-Greek, an Tee records.

aVYy ere has nO been arn attempt ar ecıpAner1ıng
L1Nneat LeXt whose ecod1ıng has oun general acceptance.
V1eW ÖT thıs FaCct venture CQW. conception whıch,
sem  1nNng the ctheorvy pPpUutC fOorward DY Gordon 1966) !
includes independen iınvest1ıgatıon OFT che PAONSE1LC values Of
the Old Cretan SsSyllabograms, and A SE OWN 27 MNanu-

SCT1PE Of ebruarıy 4990- 4 HOr tche PUrPOSEC Ot this artıcle 1'

nas been condensed NO eVen BO1NtES OoOWwe bY CNart,
Gr1d: an 1ve analysed tablets

O48 Cretan ”"Minoan”) o ancıent North-Western Semıtıc

anguage combining Canaanean and ÄAramean elements.
Sınce the TfOormMmer COomponents Tedominate Caı E TOCO-
Canaanean anguage

Gordon, FyVidence TOTr the Mınoan (Philadelphia Ventnortr

Publishers,  966)
Friedrich Dürr, Wiederkehren wird der e112eDIe Tammuz: CA DUD 1UMMUZ
Entz!ı  erte altkretische exte, Seiten, Urnberg, e)ruar 1990, privat-
gedrucktes Manuskript
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H- language 1 recorded by ÖE ylılabaryvy ppearıng
1N 1ve VarıaneEs (three hieroglyphic and LWO I1 1inear CT4DES)
Sa dr integrate 1N COoNnNtE1NuOQuUS evelopment S G1NG
TOM hıeroglyphic eginnings and reaching che ına lınear
OTM centurıies er before Q1V1Ng WdY, ın eocretan tımes,
CO che Tee alphabetical SCTE1DE

Hieroglyphic SCTr1pt
Ciass

Hieroglyphic SCFrIiDE
class[Z ©

Hieroglyphic SCTTDE
class PHI HPHI

Liınear SCE1DE
Class

Lınear SCT1DEMS 3, 50 30 W; class

The Old Cretan SCEIDBT 1s cthe VELV ProO Ör that epochal
step whıchnh, made DV North-Western Semıtiıic peakıng peoples
around 2000 L1ed TOM the word-syllabic SCFY1DES Oof Me -
SOPpOtamla an gyYyp pure SY  r SCT 1 DE 1eESeEeIFt
kınd of Prodecessor Otf Che AT S alphabet whıch wa cCcreated
DY the aJaMe culturaäat 1living 1n the ar ea Of Ooverlap
between the rıver cultures aTround 1500 Consp1Ccuous
ternal ıiınd1ıcations of this PUICe SY  16 SCY1DE AL cChe
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PEeST T CLı Oof the number Of S1gNs approxımatelvy 100 an

the absence OT Semantıc an phonetC1C INd1CatÖATS (6O oP
the aCcCCcurate esıgnatıon O determiınatıves an COMP LEMmeNTS
DV 1gnace Javy Gelb, 1952575

only GE cthe SsSyllabograms represent genulnely
OpeNn syllables (©V3 ; the Vast, majorıty Stands FfOor genuınely
closed OMESES Th1ıs RS due eır ÖTGn 1N closed

syllables OT WOTdS. The regular derıvatıon GE cthe pho-
netıc value Oof sıgn ST AaTeEesSs TOM He shape ÖOf S19N, then
ea Corresponding Proto-Canaanean verb [10OUNTN (whıch
underl1iıies the basıs Of cthe ıgn founded Oaa Cretan COM -

ventıon), an finally art 3ı ves the (ultımate penultı-
stressed syllabl Of tcthe WOTd ın question. Obvıous-

1y monosyllabıc “"Dasa OgOgrams  „ e identica w1ıtn the

(syllabıic) phonetıc values of the CoOorrespond1ıng S19Ns. (Con-
Vınced that clear eVvV1ıdence fOr the derıvatıon of che phone-
t1C value TOM WÜE1ıtten S1gNns 1S condıt1ıo ıne qQua 10

BAr any eci1ipherment, have made thıs the maın FOCUS Of
investigation.)

OTder record the complete vocabuları Of eır anguage
ın vlılabaryv, the ancıent Cretans Kad be able us tho-

Öof the syllabograms CEhat represent the phonetı1ıc
1ue Of genuinelvy closed Ssyllables 1n uch Wa urn
B ınto TAnıs reduction är the phonetic value 1S only
applied 5a the 1gn 1n question marks the AD N of
WOTd wı r1Sy  abic words 1s0o the Second oane). Never,
however, oes the phonetic value Of sign encoding closed
SY l1ose 1-ES ına CcCOoNsoONaAaNtT ET the Sıgn marks the J1ast
SY1I1a. (3 WOTrd i TOto-Canaanean T S STEPICT

Ignace Jav Gelb, of Writing The Foundations OT LGrammatology (The Unı-

versitvy Of Chicago Tess, Chicago
4 An example: @ ShOwSs the shape Of e The Froto-Lanaanean OUur for

this 15 WSLGOL 3C qQg1ves the DhNhONEetIC value of the 195 GDAL



rule confines cthe decoder . TOto-Canaanean Co Nar -

S pa nfortunately the rule Gr the ına syliables E
dıluted ın TINSaTr wWwıth TEee contents because VE L1S5
inadequate cthe Indo-European anguage
The PNONELLC values Of the Old-Cretan Syllabograms only 1N-

the basic vowels Of Semıtıc E and In Tee 11-
near- N erefore, ese basic vowels need be
tented, including 1phtongs
Thus

does nO only an 51° but also OTr &; ; M, U, EL, &U;
does noO  Cr an only OT: Dbut also for OC} e
equallvy Stands for C GJ ı OL ı O

Vergleichsmatrix Zzu  Z Verständnis der Artikulation
konsonantischer au Im tkretischen
aDıa- enta- Gutturales (UJVvu- Glot-
les Ies la- La-

FOSZungenspitze Semi - Vela:
les

vorn Zuruck - Lales { /(ei8a- ® va
Stimm- sl sLimm- 31 imm- SLIMM- SLimM-

StiMmM- —_ SLIMmM-
haft! i0s8 51{8108G/ST  10821 haftı los I haft! los hn".: 1os haft| ‚haft! ios haft! haft ! Io0s8

XpP10- Iyp KG
{ 'Dp atrt'dt G ‚9 *S1Va Ea I ID a Q c N 0] ! [9 ; [k] ——  a  SS  |Spiran- IPA

tes/Fri-
Kativa (v] ı{ 2 ı BA A A —- ©0 Q O S 52 9 S 8 _ 9 _ Q {x] IPA- C C — e O O ©9 9 * * 9 z  -  >  Wn  —Z
asa- i

les “r.“. “——.. .r «“—. . SO \ U. . S-.>_
L1qQuidae
Laterales {1]

L1iquidae
Vibrantes {r} _- O S Q c - 0 C 8 D d CO D D CD I CD —_- . —. . _ C_——. . “.:_  DD T S C CO e_- —. _-r —.  _-. -e-—.-. ““ =;- . . —. —. “_—.

DT1- Ira IYXLIEx3 - 8  o  —s . ıkn—  @r a  z  S H  vn aD m  U  5B
Altkretisch: Kanaa  h:; IPA Internatio-

Nnales Phonetisches pha (in eckigen Klammern).
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consonant Ma CCS 1N initial ına positıon: 1tes pho-
netıc value 1:S nterchangeable W HR the AamMe place Otf

iculatıon ( @C labıal Ma Yy e pronounNced [9] [P]
equally dentals and gutturals Also nterchangeable AL Ehe

EeSseNt ı.al O1 the ONSet ofUuVvulars an WNA1l1CNH,
wels ın Semıtıc anguages, "disappear” T Tee eXts,
K1iIng LOOM FOT: ; pur3" vowels.

The decoder thus confronts TEee An OT ınear-B © The

oldest OMNESS ar products DV people speakıng an WEIL1LNG O-

Canaanean. artıng TOM tne moment when Indo-Europea ıiNVvVaders

OT: the VS ıme ın eır N1ısStOorvy egın wrıte eır L1an-

usSs1ng the StCrange and unwıe ylılabary ilinqgqual em1-
ic-Greek) an Tee aPPCaL

INEAR-B GRID
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Proto-Canaanean Text
the ollowıng ragmen S ınear-B tablet, kept the

etropolıtan Museum 1N New Vork, 1Ce er (1946) e i 1eve LO
ave d1ıscovered ProOoO O ına inflexion, apparentivy ev1ıdent
ın TEee palrs O: S1gns. Once decoded however, the Lext ShOws
examples Of TOOL ınflexıon each 1ine.

I{lsZ U}

Cı
llG AA U E ...  g BA ıYl 4 "u-„,\  ITE „,//„/I/ T

The Wriıtıng uns TOM FGTE CO riciht.
LINE

E S  e
GUR NU? . 1 YAL

GRNW SVH YHL
(On cthe) threshing OOT what Wa SCcCattered gıves hope for
Second >  e CI smaller +64106)
GLR RLB DF WILIS VA| HID

RYP DWS YHVYD
(On the) Meadow the cattered grain uın hreshing ıme

sıngleAT S  ©
GAN
DGN

m3 measures Of) graın.



SECOND LLINE
AMııS S  C
HAd MID SAB S | 7 VAI,

S Y H VHL©M
(ATt the) place OT the AT what wa Ccattered gıves hope Ör

Second S  C
b51 GAN 100
b 1 DGN 100
b1 measures of) graın 100

1, INE

18
BAr RID MUS YAL

PRT MWS YHL
Faljlen O: berrliıes what wa pressed glilves nope CT

Second c
Hl GAN
51 DGN b
l measures BF3 gr3i n
OSSaTrY
GRNW W1ıtEN ol nomınatıve endıng hreshing-floor, barn-f11}10o0r:
SVH Spread, POUFL OUT; SCatter;
VHL EFransılkt1ıve: gıve hope Or raıse exspectatıon;

- commercial correspondence abbrevıiation T: DGN;
meadow, ı1eld;

RYP waste, Of S14 gralıln;
DWS Ol OTM Ood DYS hreshıng 1me;
VHYD single:;
© M place, posit1ion;

GCaTtE>»
PRT dropped ÖT ÖTN OT: berr1ıes;

juıce Tresult O press1ng, what Wa presse

pproprlate cthe TOLO-Canaanean anguage emphatica 8i0 DE

mar



Two ilinqgquals
The Tablet d 641

SOoOmMe people consıder A1S tCablet kKkınd E 1ı1e w1ıcness
FfOTrT Che V Of the Ventrısian deciphermen ALllL tcthe ame

are OUu NO tormal mıstake (overlooked DY both DE U >
ponents and Opponents) because ar FSCEes the Contents: the
an and doOo no have the AaMe phonetic value!/

In accordance wıch tche TuUue contents the Tee WIC1lter fur-
nıshed E S1071 "large Er1pod vessel”" wıth LWO handles, the
S5S19N INUG however, wıthout handle AJı er called "hand-
les represent TODpPS Otf wW1ıne Le CONVEVY the reader the Mea-

”Fa AN1ING OF 1D vessel erefore TrOopS COM -

nectıon wıth cthe 371°'S: Cr1ıpod vessel connectıon ıtNnh
five Ou Otf s ı NUGS, represent the adjective f11}3e08” As al-
ea ment1ıoned EAh1S formal aspect aCcordance Wıth the
Naln subjekt Of the Cext_t and ENıS OoMPAaTrTıso(cn between the

Botn NecanCanaanean Lem SB° an the Tee Lem Dop
exactly cthe ame f3 1 Fed” A  A "drunken"! As SE the
matter 19 NOLI]Je omplıcate than has been assumed
Ffar

Note 1so COAa the 519n of the tripod vessel Should be read
Complete “Dasa Ogogram" RBH he 1lve agn ÖF

IMU 303 TOPpPS dr Sımply referred under che nomınalized ad-
ectıve SB° "the fılled one  ” accordıng Co Che North West Sem1-
ET e dictionary Orıgınals and nglish tCranslations of Se -
M1E1C WOTrds ar WCr1ıteten apitals.)

I  E<  — 2 IIA‚ S  AF o Z YY CXA; HS'F12—— O.QIH 49774L? ACO O 1FE [A  5
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The WE1ıCINg urns TOM LTı KFG
LINE

Ac C343 }#»n
MUS RIb BUÜH DAR ı MIS DAT HUR ı DAr RId 7a JUN 4 WId DAT KRBRH J1

RBH THR

SUCK ( A4:) THE BLG ONE!! START! UNBLENDED;

KBH S>EL Q& TIG *16 V(LG) QUPTX
difference, : Ion1ıan: blended; TAÄR BLG ONE FELLBD

Second S  c E3 43
MUS RIb BUH B MIH ı BUh DAR ı HUb WU? WId RBH!

RBH HMH

SUCK (AT) THE BIG ONE: (AlI THE HARP 'S) SOUND!

NOtTAp ol Ffoc S RBH

the vessel alone ne SayY> THE BLG ONE ;

SE
AI S  c FA D F 3! DAR RId HAD]
MUS RIb BUH ı DAr RId S61 JUN iı WId DAR ı HAd BUS DAr GAL HUr MIH

RBH EHtxip&OLS *165 v16) QUPTX
1lıfference, TONTaNn: blended;SUCK (Al) THE BLG ONE; !

OowppsSı DGL HMHun o(xs) ÖMT(OV)
SNOULC1Ng; (: plays the GUY> rapturousS; RISING;

SECOND LINE
118 S  c B 11}

GÄH DUM SB° IN
TCM 55

(OF') THE HAAA ONE !

Second S  E  C E3 14

1gatur
GUm NA?) BAR 1 MIh SUg HIL GAH DUM RUd WId SB I

yYovo (SXp LETTOC HACLE) T1° M DoEE SH >

SLem -bar, 1 }Ie 1dentıca Orm ASTE! S1p of THE
BA RT ONE;!



SECOND IL, LINE
45 A }

1gatur
BAR Heba MIn SUg Ha MUS HUR WId HMIL SB  1

XOVO£ (DoxP MUCE) ALEGTOS äl(lf)
Lem -bar; denılı ca Orm; F1 A LEg ıdentica °Orm;

RKRR SM AL €\) SB>*
SUCK (AT) THE BEG ONE; he aı 1OeNteE1Cca Oorm T’HE; FAERD ONE

FOUT-ER y  e E3 A ‘Q/ |
igatur

BAR MIh WIs JUN GAH DUM RUd WId SB >

Yova (Dxp JALOD pNV *16 vu TCM
Lem -bar; ONn and cthe ame thought, lonıan: © 1'“

DO@EE SRB>
S1p ÖO ITHE PAiLLRD ONE!

LLINE

1178 E 88
1gatur

BAR MIn WISsS JUN MUs RID JUN WId SB *

VoVA DSÄOÜpPp MLA DENV *16 V &S
Stem -bar; ONM and the ame thought, lonıan;

WOPLOY &N SR »
essentıal DaTi 11ıke FILLED ONE ;

Second e ET
1gatur

BAR MIh WIS JUN HAd NU”? KAD

YOovo Dap AALOC PNV ‘lc.ov(„;)
tem -bar; E and the AaMmMe thought, Jonlan;

XOLVOS SN K Ö(06)
wıthout wıne Lıke MuUu
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O0SSa
here: 2.sg.m.imp.kal: suck!

RBH the b1iıg OT: ( compare Ass ra
RBB

Ffıl1lied Tınkıng vessel;SRB>

empty) MUGdg ;

2.sg.m.piel TOM TRH (causatlıve meanıng): STAart!

SqueeZ1ng; result Otf press1ng; Ju16e;
THR unblended, DUre;
HMH SOound; dron1ıng; narp- pipe-piayıng;
DGL 1SsSe
HMH no1lse, LO

thıs adv demonstrL. yYyOUu Ca take filler E nas

inviting character  z

T M 2:Sg.m. imp. kai: taste!

V1eW 641 1S pupil tablet of Tee Speakıng
WEr]ıter who COu FfFollow the Qı dactıe explanatıons au the Old-

Cretan teacher only witn difficulties. Eyıdence FOor thıs

S prov1ıde: by the Tagment OT sentences that ar noO down

stereotypically and, TOM 1 ıne Co i11ıne ML', mechanically, thus

makıng the Cext appearLl MOL’S Oitrt3iCcH:. than ET actCua 1:

The so-called table 11 8

Here the Writing LunNnNsSs TOM left T1g COO single Old-

Cretan erm 'cave (womb) eing 1ın abor makes the Cext

Oof ENR1LıS tablet bilingual. Sınce 1ine LWO mentıons the rıtual
aVe ENat 1S the highest an MOST centrallıvy Oocated OTr} n e,

Gargaron cannot refer the Sou  ern peak Of the Troan 1da MOUT1-

EA11s but rather es1gnate the peak ÖT the Cretan 1Lda mountaıns

watchıng OVer che famous aVe.
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Ar ul/  d-f  y (
Z NM'  ;5\+ r2‘M\Y A  llHß‘TE s N

| { I
_ICIAaQ

LINE 1gatur
GAN (3} RUd ı DId BIh SU”? DAR ] HIL SIb DLDU

l"&gx(0cg0v VEITNL(OC) darco’ne(os) ELGETÖOS AextTos
The Gargaron Oof the dıvıne SaVı0our (Presents) S1g magnıf1l-

ent

SECOND I1.LINE Ligatur
HIL HUR MIn DAR RId ( = WId SLIr)

UNTAP(OH ‘Pu/vz c;.ygx’aau
@80 che) advVe ın 1abour Of Mother Rhea G' S f1lled W1ıtn Aawe.

LLINE

PAr RUD | HId BIh NI WAN ı GAL KAH MUNn WId

NMATDOA
She, E t1ımes worshipped DY che ancesCtors,

816el VLORKV KApO »u.o/p‚q>vn
SOftiyv L1ets TalXı HMNOW che peak, darık

The genetive (Ö€’o‘fl\09 owro£eog refering Mother Rhea,
1Ss femiıinıne of OUu_L’ Se.
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1WO Tee
a  D KNOW, onnected ERat.The tablet 396

eXCcC1C1Ng Ventrısıan tale Otf the XSIl Aiwoöolos an elal-

nOoSs The WEr1E1NGg LUuNs>s> TOM FT 19

C 9 n LO  ı2  VE
5172 RAH NU? GANh

DAn SAb RUd DU”? WU’”? RUd MUR 5 { I
Ninh 4 WId

KK'O(V
A ToOMOOS ALGIC „u<; p («) o‘x«ré(c)

VUV QUE

eın WOrTried Oou the 1ı1e

davy 1abouror worthless, SsSiave profitable C Otf value

En1S ase aCqulr«»

ThiSs tatemen entirely approprlate tOT SOC1eLVY GT S |ave-

holders



os PabıseE gOoN«EC (OQVEeTL: TOM drawıng Dby Peruzzl, Aportacıones
Ta ınterpretacıon de 10s GCextLos 5, DaTgeE The WCr1CE1NGg

r’uNns TOM PFetrt RS E*1OG

RA1;  IC  WßÜ(fi  £LAL&MANV HA>‘;f [{ {{{{

| oi'u { ug  n D E P a E S E ST r a A  R  e
(W

{ l/4?4 :
A  A

UL{ PLYA L

5  HCTTA
s A

LINE
an SeCcOonNd €

HU3 WIs DAr ı HAd RANh RIh DANh}!

VEQEUS Opar KD YZ'CQDL
Orpheus, he IThracean, DPIayOLI sSpeaker

A an fourth
DUm RUd GAh JUn MIh NU? ] HAD RUd HUr RAh HAd RIN SAb|
douvpw K  Y OpOSs
for the sh1p, havıng caught lre, Ot the WaLrT ı0r

U“ KOLOTX
the E  I Or lıfe, the MOS eautyful



SECOND LINE

1rS an SsSecond c
HAd DAT RId WAn | HUD RUd JUN |
Q öa. DiMOK D CO
WOoe ZeusS, Quie  y Hım e1ıng 1n the prıme OT PE O

AI an fourth
DUm RIN DAr | BIH MUh GAN

Dn PNKTAV k&  —- ALGIV KTOVE
armoured, outrageously yOoOUu cshould noO OW be murdered!

LINE
2 S and SsSecond
HUb DAh HAd } HIl RIb NU”? WU”? DUm 4

S 5& LONVOS DOETOS
Zeus, oh the vouth burden!

37 FOUTEDR an

HUb RUd JUN ı DUm RIiIh DAr ! BIH MUhNh GAN

OPATOV Dapn KTAV in AAGDV K'CO:\)L
Him e1ing ın the prıme of 13$Fe. armoured, outrageously yOou

should nO OW
be murdered!

FOURTH LINE
S an Second(
HUb DAh HAd GUT MUs QSU? ı Hub RUd JUN!

S  8  @3 )<60».°9 TE OOXTOV
Zeus, WO! In NONOUr Save Hım e1lng ın cthe prıme Of 1ıfe,

M a and fourth S‘  €
DUm RIh DAr BIH MUhNn GAÄAN

DaopnNrtov <&  \ m AALGIV K.T„O‚(V E&
armoured, outrageously yOu sShould nOoO OW be murdered!
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LLINE
1rs and SEeCcondc
HUb DAn HAd ı BUH DI NIb JA WId SUn JUN]

o ßorzcöée VNO FEGOUVU *T yv(0S)
eus, woe! Hasten help the sh1p Of che excellent LONJT1aAN!

a I an fourth
HUb DAT BINh HUb JUN ı HUb RUd JUN

C DEE (Diov 2163 VOS) n  GPALOV
Let SWE the Vicaiıey OT Che Tonıan! Hım e1ng ın the prıme

OT life,

an C 3Cc
DUm RIN DAT BIH MUNn GAN

MTXVM TV Din JAGIV
armoured, outrageously YOU should nOot OW be murdered!

LINE
TT SC,; Second an Kc
HU DAI%\HAd J GUr NU”? HU RUd JUN ]
} —_  ö  & &x K.lovw DOCLOV

Zeus, woe! the MC of the battle, Nhım e1ıng ın the prıme
of lıfe,

Fourtn an c
DUm RIh L BEB MUh GAN

KTOXVEdopL Dn EG
aboard the sh1p, outrageously yYyOUu should nO OW be

murdered!

Thıs LEexL, INa Y belong Co cycile of Orpheus egends er
than the la 1E evelops the famous mot1ıve Of en burning
sh1ıp As for the ec1iphered anguage, ET MUuUSLT be CcOoONsS1ıdered

Mm1ıxture of 1alects TOV1L1de that ecıphermen 1s COI -

rect, tend interpret EAıS C1rCcumstance by regarding 6E

linguistic OTM 1C hronologically precedes che formatıon
Oof the Ionıan an Dorıan l1Lalects
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