
54 (1990)

vptian "Prophetic" 1tings an 1CcCa Wisdom
Literature

Nılı Shupak Haıfa

RIn the SUFV1Ving COLD! OT the ancıent Egynptian terature the:  a 15
IJroUD Ot COMpOS1LtioONS ımılar structure, content and vocabulary,
sStitute se1lf-con: MLE These wOrks The Tale O the ELoquent Pea-
sant, The Dispute and h1ıs Ba, The Prophec1ies Of Neferti, The
Admon1itions Ot Ipuwer The Camlaints O Khakheperre-sonb

The COMNPOS1 WI1l.tten elıther during the First Intermediate Period
the Middle Kingdom and essentlially expressions Of disaporoval

Cr1ıt1c1sSM Of prevailing SOC1ial cond1ıtions acdminıstrative corruption
The £f1ve Egyptian WOCks ha  S ascribed Varı0us poLemiCc 11-

ature, political 11iterature wisdam Literature but the general den-
Ot research 1S classifyv 15 prophetic 1L1ıterature. aAars also

V1 the PULPOSE Gr the wOrks EIdaCEIG:; entertaınment, roval pPIO-—
paganda , SOC1aAlL and politıcal criticism.

In recent paper‘ attempted ShOwWw anc1ıent Egypt there

parallel Prophecvy, WhNOSEe sa lıen: features divine inspiration,

ısh CO CXDLECSS gratiıtude ‚S Ka Fenton wh: O0k the 1ılme CO ead
thıs artıcle and make valuable COMMEeNtTS.
For the e%AC ate the Composition the differen' wWwOTrks s N_ SHUPAK,
Egyptian "Prophecvy" and MC Prophecy, 1L1N: Shnaton, An Annual TOYT Bıblı-
cal and Ancıent ear Eastern Studles, ed.M.WEINFELD, pp.4-7, (hebr) .
CS are dıvyvıded the question ÖOf whether the calamiıtıes and Nn -
doings referred to LN these works connected WLtch eal Aıstorıcal :events

Aare Fiet1OnNnati aCcCcounts based 1ıterary mode l. FOor details Se| e
AS5SSMANN , Ön1gsdogma und Heilserwartung. Politische kultische Chaosbe-
Schreibungen ın agyptischen Texten, L1n Apocalipticism LN the Medıiıterranean

and the Near EKast, Tübingen, 1983, 345-377 FOr the translatıon
Oof the COMpOS1t1i1ons and Lurther discussion SE W. SIMPSON, ECdie, The L1-
erature Or Ancıent SYPT, Yale, 1972, 31-49; 201-240; M,/
Anc1ient gyPptCLaN Liıterature, Berkeley, 1973; Vo I, 139-184; N.
P, Selected erms Of e 1 sSsdom Literature L1n Comparison Ge the
Egyptiıan Liıterature, e dissertation,Jerusalem, 1984, XXVIL-XXVIIL1I
(in Hebrew wıth Englısh abstract; TtO be D  1Ss  e 5 Englısh 1n Orbıs
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ımiversalistıic out.Look, un and exhortatıon behalt Of

mMmOoNOtheisSM. erTreIOre CONSU "prophetic  I the

Biblical 1 all Sp1 the features thev sShare wıth Biblical

prophecv, but. related the Egyptian wisdam geNn-Ie , albeit

indepen« au mı4, These conclusıons weie based mainly d
Yr1ıson O Egyptian Crks-with the phen OT PFrOPNECYV prophe
the Bible. PULPOSES OT the present discussıon 1S5 reinforce these

conclusıons, DY COMp Lementary procedure, namely, by COMPAaLrıNg Egyptian
W1 Biıblıcal wiısdam 11iterature Tnıs coMparıson 1NA1CATES the ex1ısten-

Ot features gLOUDS Structure, style, vocabulary and CX

ıE

v
' Speeches enCLO! wıthın narratıve Tamework :

the Egyptian COMNpOS1t1iONSs ımder TEV1LEW EXCEePT TOL The Oanp lLaints ÖOft

Khakheperre-sonb contaıin narratıve frame PLO:; that SEITVES setting
TfOr rhetor1ıca. sectıon VeLSS. The ELoquent Peasant the f rame descr1-

bes the CaAdAauses fOr Peasant.  s complaints, form the L OT the wOrk.

Similarly, the Open1ng tale Of The Prophecies Ot Neferti provides the back-

for speeches Dy describing the Eevents the ÖT King
Snefru (4th Dynasty) The Admonitions OT Ipuwer probab.  Lv wiıth S1MM1-

lar frame, although this 1OSt.. The PLOSC frame ÖTr Dispute bet-

and H1s Ba, Ot S  Q, on.lLy enrnants have SULrV1.1ved, probably cları-
fied the hero's longing P

analogous L5 found the Biblical wisdam 1L1ıterature. f 1-

versıon Otf the Oof Job, the available today, is ew1se

divıded into PIO: and the narrative Trame chapters 1-2 and
7-17 form prolLogue and ep1i1logue the Of the work, namely, chap-

3—-42 This contains the rhetorıical speeches of Job and his friends,

Bıblıcus et Orientalis, and ia u e e TOY the public  ns OÖf the
‚gyptıan SOUIC! S E 1so S HERRMANN , Untersuchungen Z Überlieferungs-
gestalt mittelägyptischer Liıteraturwerke, Berlin, 195.7; 94—-98
SHUPAK, gyPptT1Llan "Prophecy”", 1-40.
The term "wisdom Literature” 1n the present context relates CO the ,  WisSs-
dom  d books Of the Bible, namely Proverbs, Job, and Eccles1iıastes and nOL
CO subject e the iın£luence Of W1lısdom tradition L1n
sapıential features ar& clearly evıdent.
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éod's reply Job: whıle prologue tells OT tChe testing OT the

riıghteous Ian , and descr: the ıbulatıions SsSutfered and A1Ss Tamiıly,
and the ep1ilogue records his restoration setting
ue  y the speakers ın the main body of the work.

D, The e
The Complaints Of Khakheperre-so!]l Open1ng 15 TrOom

those Of the WOTL! mentioned n there 15 presenting the of

the wOrcCk and 1Es JeCc matter well parti  Aars Of WIC1Lter:
"The gathering (mdwt)
The eap1ng Ö (tsw)
The seek1ng Of phrases (hnw) searchıng DV a  { priest OT On,
Sene's son) ,
Khakheperre-sonb, S  led Ankhu"
Thiıs Ba  D 15 charac  1Ls Ot the Wisdam Instruct.ion

EOYPUT, SYae and the anc1ıent genera. Scocmetimes further de-
1s added: the — OT the PCLSON addressed and the C1ircCcumstances and

PUL DOSES Of instruction. Khakheperre-sonb refer directly n1ıs

objective the titlja Ot h1S WOILK, but. thi1is I intimated the prologue
OL LOWS  2

phrases
Maxims that are strange

ımtr1ied
Of repetition

transmitted Sayıngs
the cestors! (2-3)

The writer's PUL DOSE eIiore Produce expressions,
1deas NOT h1s predecessors; but the Ot the ımreal mndiıtional

SUggeSts these Literarv ambitıons not realizec]l6 S

On th1ıs SsSe the comprehensive research Oof I KITCHEN, Proverbs anı W1iıs-
dom Books Oof the Anc1ıent Near ast: The Factual History OÖof Literaryv YFOrMm,
Aa  r ITyndale 4 (19779):, 69-114 and The Basıc Literary mMS
anı Formulations SGT Anc1ient Instructional Writings Ln EOYPTt and Western
Asıa, 1N: Studiıen altägyptischen Lebenslehren, eds. On anı G
KELL, Freıiburg-Göttingen, 1979, 236-282; S! 1l1so SHUPAK, Selected
Terms.,
For 1fferen explanation Otf the aılm and MESSAGE ÖOf Khakheperre-sonb
Se' B, OCKINGA, The Burden Of KhaCkheperre“-sonbu, JEA 69 (1983) Y
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truct1ion O Ptahhotep, B  Q OnNngs the Egyptilan i1sdom Instruc-

t1ıon mentioned above , preceded eperre-so! DV Several centu-

rlıes (6th Dynasty) y SNOWS 11Cch T1} 4te Egyptian 11ıterature

£rOom anc1iıent S; this ourposition also with the (sb3yt 1N-

On) and author OT the WOTKk ®

+truction sb3yt) Of the Mayo: OT the CLUYV, Vizıer Ptahhotep,
the Jjes O ses1ı1  O (1)

ON , the 1LIXCUMS' Ces Ot the WILriıting G the instructıon gıven:
the WIriter, the Vizier Ptahhotep, havıng Oold and CONSC1OUS Of A1Ss aYe ,

requeStSs the permit h1Ss UCCEEdC The gran' nNn1ıs LE

quest and Ptahhotep the intended TOL A1SsS LCS he

STATES the ob7jective
"Instruc sb3yt) ignoran know

and in  standard ©:
profi fOr will hear,

h: WwhNO A, d1isobev 44r (47-50)
Ins: Ot (O£f the SS1. Period) “*it+)e 15 long

detailed. wiıth the and nature OF wOrk:

INNUNg Of the instruction sb3yt) TOr T
The teaching LOr well being

rule fOr Te with elders
The es Otf the courtiers.”"

description ÖOf the iple objective 'OLLOWS. This 15 A1S relations

with hiıs masters, with the god who 15 the ultimate master, and with

le he Da
"Knowing how to answer one who speaks,
To reply to one who sends a message
SO as to direct him to the paths of Life,
To make him prosper upon earth;

let his its ıne,
Steering clear evil
Ssave  rom the talk of others,

TO:IÄet E praised Ofe 1,1-12)

88-95; OCKINGA Aassunes hat the Egyptlan priest d1ıd indeed SUCCEeEed m

FulLlt1i1iiäing h1ıs desiıire Savy something Ne'’ choos1ng vre theme for
h1ıs work, ely, "he oes NnNOTtT Adwell the past Oorete Tuture
but L1N CONLrASt ponders the present conditıon O Land”" BAı D-
91)



The E  D cOoNCIudes Ww1ıth the OT the WI1Lter instruction,
OPC , h1ıs *1i les the GT A1s voungest tTO the ON L1S
directed 1833

The pattern appeAL’S Biblical wisdom T3 terTataurs- The OT
verbs w1L1th FÜ  D INg Fhe and author O the WOICk e

proverbs Solamon, OT Davıd, Ot Israe 1) 1ts DUL POSSC
knOow w1ısdom and 1nNs'  On , unders WOTdS Of insiıght,

Ce1ve iınstruction Ww1ise ealing, riıghteousness, justice equity; that

prudence gıven the SIMple, knowLedye SCYEetT1LON the
etC. (1:2-6; Gr O  D, ibiedi :

short TOTTM ÖT thıs 511e contaınıng onLy the personal and eplthet
OT the author the er the OF Eccles1iastes "The
words OT Ooheleth, t+he @]  5 OT Davıd, King OT: erusalem” (L17 GF 1:12) D and

the beginniıng OT the 'Oollectiıions OT 30:1) and OT 15ia
31:1)9.

> Stylistic Dev1ıces
A Repeated phrases and as:

SsSectıon tTanza 1S ULIC“ DV the phrase interlaced
with the WOTdS fOor the DUr DOSEC Ot establıshing continultvy the
Otf the COMpOS1LtELON and impartıng Sense Of the whole. OF the
nıne complaints The Talı  D Ot the ELloquent Peasant contaıns whOse
1Nes begın Wwıth the OpeN1INGg formula. cCoMmp lLaint v TOr exanple,

negatıon 15 repeated n)
"NoO shall Str1p aWaYy sSaıl

sh1p shall NOT. 1ag
mishap cshall MaSt.

The tıiıtelies at the eginnın OT the followıng Instructions The Meriıka-
(a }) Duakhety (Ic-Ie), enemhet (I 1=3)., Anı (title Pap. Berlın

and Introduction ö Hl E 1=-9) , Ank'  -  GV 1,1-4,19) For further examples
S: KI’TCHEN, The Basıc Literary Orms.
The construction OT the ıntroductıon OLld e2stament O]  ca OOks
LS iıfferent Ü usually contaıns the followin:! detaıils; the F3ı Te AT He
words”", WOTdS Oof God” viston?, "+he urden" C he burden
the words GOd") the author's/prophet's 1Lame and the ames Of King
ın whnOse reigns he WÄd:  N actıve (see for example Jes, Jer, OS , AmOS , ep!

times, ınformatıon about the prophet’'s COUNELYV (Jer, Amos, M1C, Nah )
and OCccupation (Jer;/ Amos) 1 F'OTr details and referenCces 5Q6., W.
HARPER, Oommentary the OO k AmOs, (Edinburogh, D-+



complaint O, AA +Tthe repeated LOrmuUuLa 15 ım.ı.le "You 1ike”)}
Ou Lik« wıthout
L1iıke assembly OLW leader
Liıke sh1p Wwiıthout .  .  °  »

The same pattern may be observed in The Dispute between a Man and his Ba, The
Acdmanıtiıons Of Ipuwer and e |sewhere (see Table CO LUMS and

Similarly the Biblical WisSdOm 1L1ıterature repetition Otf identical

l1es and wOrds L1S exemplified the following VeLSeSeS by  ‚ ( PYrovV.,.

11:9-—-11 ”a man ” (2i$) 6:27/7-29 E 3:1-8 and 4
1S better”" (tö. 7:1-4,5,8; T (?im) 31:24-40,

B Use Ot and imagery:
Extensive is Of The Tale Oof Eloquent Peasant Of imageryv and

daily 1 Fe The ]udge L1S the father GT orphan,
a husband of the widow, a brother of her who is divorced and an apron ©
motherless (B1 62-64

Msüaüm OtT justice, S  ıch 1S the central OT wWwOLCK, 1S

the action Oof - pair Ot scales, while the bodily OLYansS Of the

presiding ]Judge 1ikened the1ir DE example
"Your L5 the weilig!
XO  E 11ps arms”

(B1 165-16 / e B9 92-93, B1 160-162: B1 311-313 etc.
judge 15 1Likened Y PLYIN the lake Of 1S,
tTeers sh1p Of h1s 1ife according NO. OT justice for exanple,

11 B1 SA 126-127, 56-159) The author f Tale Of the El1oquent
makes frequent O Sayıngs, ea Gr Il L1S

PFroNOUN aCcCcording h1ıs master  . MTF S 1LOwW »
HIS heavy Hoht” ere 18 vesterdav FOr the lazy”".

The same devices add dimension to the speeches of the Man and hıis Ba. In

the first the Ma l1ıcıous broadcastiıng Of h1ıs Va

Lr1O0US ob7jects g1V1ng G& fouLl Odors, 7  1le the wnl  Q, L5

praise of the latter phenomena Causing ]JOYV and ple:
GT Proverbs ers Yrıch arLaYy OT images referriıng

daily ITE TemMminısSCENt OT Saylng:! OT Eloquent 1,16-
I616"8:' 10:267; passim)., Eccles1ıaste: with p  SM
‚ATX and imagervy 7:6; 9  ..  4I 12 passim)  7 .  le heroes ÖT



OT Job, whO counted aINONY the OT the Kast, Sp1ce tHe1ir speech wıth

aphor1isms and proverbs relatıng Ora faıma (8:14££; : 13312  SE
29:19: passim) Images OT this kin apparent. y character1ized the W1LSdom
Gr the POT tChev appeaL also the Ol lectıion Of Proverbs

re. thıis wisdam 30: 15-33)

CR Ser1ı1es Of CONtTraSts highlight the absurditv Oof the current STA} Of

atffalrs
Ta1S stylistic dev1ıce, the anc1ıent W1SdOom 11ıterature

dominant feature wOöorks ımde: consideration. The Admronitions
Of Ipuwer we read

"See, he WhO lLacked grain granarl1es...
See, he lLacked dependents WT erfs  » 9,4-9,5)
"See the OT the land has Yıch

The Ot PrOPeEerFrtY 15 pauper  vv (8,2)
"See, the SOM OT 15 recogn.iıtion,
The child of his lady became the son of his maid”
(2,14 er passim)
L1ın D Of the WOLCK the S1tuation 15 explicit image:
“MOOK: the L1ike potter’'s wheel.”"

The pattern 15 S@IVt The aın Of Khakheperre-sonb  3
IS ET (ma%at) 15 cast Out

<  } 15 the CcCOounC1.L » ID
T gives
1S (NOW) whaom given Verso 203)
A the alrs Of Servant those OT master Verso

This pattern 15 The Prophecies Of Nefert1i
"I ShOw the
The weaked-armed 15 s grarmed
One salu  S SaLu

On the toplCc 54 "World Upside Down  » Ln the 1CAa. anı ancıent Near Ea-
Stern Wisdom Literature S6 H7 The Change Of Sıtuatıon OT
Person Ln Ancient Near ast. and 1Ca Wisdom ıterature, Annalı Inst1ı-
utro°© Universitario Orientale, 21 (4971) 155-164 and s Va  } LEEU -

YOV, 30:21-23 an 1Ca. Upside OWN , JBL (1986) y

599-610,.



undermost TMOST. o .
The beggar R 34 gaın rıches,
The great WL. 11ve

wiıll bread
The S 1aves A F exalted.. (54-57)
The Eloquent easan: the anarchy reigns lLand LS described thus:

T magıs  S
Right dealing 15 S1'  VS
The ]udges stolen”" (B1 98—-99
"The peaCce-] makes grief,

should SOOthe makes SO ...  LL (B1 249-250) 19.
This Oobservatı:' ÖOf the reversal Of natural OYder Oft things 15 also found

the Biblıcal W1LSdOMmM 1iterature Ecclesiastes, FfOr example, marvels

"FOLLY ptuagint  3 e fo01”) 15 MEl el but the rich

mA places. have s laves horses, wh1ıle lords

TfOooOot. Likt claves”", 0:6-7; SeE al:! 3:16; SA 8:10)  H4
Proverbs 30:22-24 the pattern 15 sSer1es OT numerical Say-

i1ngs, introducto: heading YTeads: things the trembles;
under LOUr 1 CannOt ® f following hich the author the

CradOXes Of s 1ave reigns, £fOO wiıth eatıng, Od10ous whoO ;

rles, and maıd who SUCCECdS mıstress. These VE1565S5 bear

resemb lLance COrrespoN pasSages the Egyptian SOULCE6S.

The Instructıon OÖf Man FTOor H1ıs SOn , (translated KITCHEN, OrAn
(1969) , 89-208) , C the 12 Dynasty contaıns S1im.ılar pIG+
ure (see Lınes a-16 and mark especially the a  ‚V Wıtch the Sa-
ges Of The Admon1ıt1ıons Ön Ipuwer quoted ove However, LN CONTLLrAST TtOo
the gıven above, the god appears Lın The Instruction DV Man for
H1ıs Son responsible FTOr the Ooverthrow Ot Order. Changes Ln Cc1ircumstan-
Ce: and position caused che AaLe perceived positive ın LC:
and L1N ancıent wiısdom *- general Job Hannah's pPrayer L

Sam 2:4-8). Changes nOtT ected by dıvıne dispensation AaAaLe negative:
thev become symbolic OÖf anarchy an chaos. N} The  ange ,158.

11 CC E 8:1 1S AIr T3ı CUul pasSssage , but Ü clearly refers F good fOr-
une en]joyed by the wiıcked, who eL©e buried, an Ome an TgOoNE OM
the place Oof the holy” 155e thev had had aCcCCcess CO the temple; whereas
those whoO behaved ıghteously "were orgotten ın Cityt.
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L1iterarv FTOorms and patterns:
e Par:  e 11s5M:

Parallelism the ‚L' Se! and also tanzas Of 15 11N-

typıcal eature the anc1ıent Fastern er  7 but
t+hi1ıs Literary form L5 also the Egypt1ian WFritings under discussion

well the Hebrew W1LSdOm In the Egyptian the ö  ST fre-
TOrMS OF parallelism SYNONYVIVOUS , ELE tiCc and oc:urplementaxy1 2.

Examples foumnd Tahbhle 17 co1Lum The entire Lange GT the
wisdom 11ıterature, £rom the individual, single proverb (in tcChe Oft
verbs and Ecclesiastes) larger the Of Job)

varietyv OT parallelısm, exenplified the following
antithetic parallelism PrOovV. 1015 EccL1. 327 1022 ;153:
SYNONYMOUS parallelısm V, 38 1® 81 Job 33+ Eccl. H T
COMp.Lementaryv parallelism S 1  1 39:1,14: 2°

analogic parallelism PTrOV. (  n 25:23:; etCc. Job 34 ,2: 213

. Addressing the heart/soul
AÄAnother literarv pattern frequent.ly used these WOTrkSsS 15 the

formula Of speakıiıng his (ib) n1s (ba) The Dispute
between a Man and His Ba is conceived as a dialogue between a man and his
OouL Khakheperre-sonb seeks n1ıs es wiıth his reluctant
(Recto 72 Verso e The ,  prophet”" Neferti begins nHn1s wıth the

SCr
Bewaıll ” (20)

When versitv, MiScONduct, and SOC1alLl WIFOoNIS Ooverwhelm w1ıth grief,
he onLvy n1ıs fOr consolation and counsel. wonder ,
then, the Sadlle dev1ice 1S used 8 the authors OT Speculative W1iıs-

terature. Eccles1ıiastes the speaker SS his S1X t1me
(1:16 241719316  7 311718 and +he 1S5 Ör
the phrase 6 applied (1%6;, and out/:

(1:“3,17; 28208 8:16,19; 9:1  —

1 “ Complementary parallelism” relates ere LO Of para 1Lines ın
which the Second ıne continues anı completes the thought/idea gıven L1n
the BIrYSE:
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Vocabularvy
The terminolLogy OT the d1ıscussıon reflects the Iferent

aspeCtSs and values Ot the Ww1ısdom 'adıtıon,. phrases and express1ions
CONCETrTN teaching instruction; pOS1t1LVe negative traits OT 'acter1ı-

St1LCS; the W1Se fooOLl; W1Se Sayiıngs; SCOMEt1MeSsS thev E

racterized DV assocciation Of the Tferent OF the wiıth aCOuUL-
ring knowledge wisdaom. FOr 11St T: these Tab le IO 5  ST OT

these have semant ıc eqg1  en the eEX1CON Of Biblical 1Sdom;
have etymological equivalen  ° thıs 7Je' L5 extens1velyvy SCUSSI
Selected Biblical 1 sSdom Comparison the

t1ian Literature and elsewhere  14 on.Ly few exanpLes gıven her“

Egyptıan the W1ıSdOom iınstructıon LS called sböyt, derived f rom the verbs

sh;3 I sect1ıion D and 11ike 18 Hebrew equivalent MuSar i has
double meanıng  $  ® struct”"-"reprove", and "chastise”-"beat"

refer the ac” Of transferring intformatıon teacher DupiL
IN with St-14 practice anc1ıent schooLling.

Oof Ooting 9 Ot wisdom” "mnmaxim” Egyptian 1S

(1ibidi; sect.ıon 72 namelvy, SEA The eqgul.valen‘ Of 15

tahbulöt onlLy aDPDPCAL S the Ww1ısdaom bOOks the Bible. Liıke z

t1iıan counterpart, the WOTd 155 CONNES W1ıth tying:, knots” hebel,
Hebrew. Figuratively, tahbulöt, CS S1' Sayıng that 15 tache=
1y phrased welil TOrMed Liıke serles Ot knots

1LOOps
In Egyptian belly (ht) (i1bid;%; SsSect1ion L5 perceived the OT

OUG] and eeling. In the Bible the e beten this SE SES 1S

practically Limıted the Wiısdom books. The 1d1OM hadr&y baten, TOouMnd on.Ly
overbs, PrO!] reflects Egypt1ıan CONCEPT.
The riıch vocabulary disposal Of the Egypt1lan and Sage F X —

pressing the Of foolis!  Ss divided into IJrOUPS
ting tT+he V,  positive » denoting the negative O

OT these the wOrcks di1scusslon: the 3m , whO ‚ONgS
the first CateyOrYy, the wh3S whO ‚ONIS D SsSection

13 See AK, erms (n
See *Or example SHUPAK, Die Welt des Orients 14 (1983) 216-230;
Tarbıiz 54/4 (1985) 475-483 ebrew Y 94/1 (1987) 98-119,
anı 17 O: 2l press),



The parallel WOCdS Hebrew 1LsSdom pet1i, the positive » WNOSe 19NO-
LAaTX der1ives Otf knowLedge and inexperience but WNO 15 amendable

correction, and the K siie the x.  egative fooL” WhO 1Lik:e h1s Egyptian \ am

wh 3 refuses learn despises knowledge.

Subject Matter Themes:
The LTOoLllowing mot.ifs the Egyptian and the Biblical

W1ıSdOom:
A SOc1al admon1ition:

ial admonition is a theme shared by  the  an wO'  under con-
S1deratı.on. Ot these almost 1dentiıical WOTrds and phrases

descr1ıbe ımı lar C1ircCcumMmsStances U Ipuwer denounces l1awlessness and

cCorruption: the Of Justice aWAaY , thev trampled
places; he 1Laments the vVv1iolence and insecurity have hold Or
land L1ie walit rob KK passer-by. concludes DV fixing
4 LOr the decline ınto ev1L WAaYS regent king. Khakheperre-

CcCOoMmplains being aslıde, OT ev1ıl renlacing 1 the | s

c1ıl chamber (c£ 3:16) Y Of people riısıng early the MOrNAUNg suf-
ering grief, OT being ıwmnable defend emse Lves agains the
powerful. Nefert1 Speaks Of turning HIT murder, C ne1ighbour
kiılling nelighbour, Ot being OT A1s father, Of rivalry
ers G the Lowly e LEeVa: positions GT CV »

The ELoquent Peasant preaches upholding justice and maiıntainence Of the
S0OC1al EXECTATES t+he perversion Ot the juridical SYStTEM Ju-
kes the ]udges WwhO presi| er Ü L1iıke the Oquen! Peasant, the Nnarrator
Oft the 1SPU: and Hiıs has undergone persona. suffering
Causes VO1Ce general SOC1al CY1L1E1C1LSESM extending four S the
Climax 15 the SECONd POCNN , which SCT: the Corruption that L5 all

AL shall today?
Brothers INCan ,
The ,-‘;*riemlg Of l1ove,

15 The triking resemblance 1 anner in these admonitions
phrased has Led OmMe scholars LO conclude that these expressions ave

historical ıtz 1m Leben, namely First Intermediate Per1i1iod
second millenniıum BC  A p an that LN time chev became tradıtıonal literary
pattern  z Sel LICHTHEIM, Liıterature., V1 D k39:- 145, 149, 150
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To whom shall I speak today?
Hearts are greedy

HA1Ss coanrade’'s etCcC.

L1ıke the Of The 1LE10ONS OT 1puwer The Tale OT ELOquent
Peasant, the SAYCS Their rage those WwhO control SOCletvy.
icked rulers OUNCE Proverbs D. 29 (2I va Eccles1ıaste!:!

grlileves fOr Oppressed have eomforter the land 4:1) and de-—

Cr1es the cCorruption Ot the institutıons Of 1Law and jJustice the place
ÖT ]udgemen‘ there 15 wickedness, andı the place OT righteousness, wicked-

ness”" 3:16 Ct£. 579 Lpuwer, the Egyptian Sage , a E OT

agıng king, his Hebrew colleague pre: z W1Se A | w

Old and fooLlish king  M G  cl 4 : 13)
Job eNUuNMerates the SOCial 1lls have perpetrated 9 EVL.

generation  Dn spass1ing, theft, Y, LYV, waylaying (
24): and in the Book of Proverbs the sage Agur, son of Jakeh, speaks of the
mora degeneraCy Of T his generation "uWhOo CULSE the1ir ers and

eSS the1ır mothers  »”  7 and O:  © "wWhOSe and mouths

armed with knives, to devour the poor of the earth and the needy from amon
men  ” (30:11-14; er 6:17-19)

nging for dea:  ar and doub: about the value Ör 1Life the praise
OT pleasure the other

the Egyptian SPW wıth h1is ha and Job despair Oof 11vıng
PLaYV OT en: E 1s PassSaYCc even) the Falt” the

Egyptian The 1LSPUW and H1ıs 20721) and

Job persistently wiıshes fOr death throughout nAn1ıs aılıngs °/ 20-22;
10:18-19; Thiıs attitude OT despair and wearıness with 1ife 1S echoed

the utterances Ot Ipuwer: SE great small (say) wiısh D

(4,2-3) This being the C: WwOrLd, all YeMAa1lNs 1ife 15

iımmediate pleasure. SO, Dispute and H1iıs Ba, the SOUL

declares pleasures the Of 1V1ing: "Follow feast

day, förget WOLTIYV” 68) The axX1om L5 express! clesiastes: "There

is no greater good for man than eating and drinking and giving him joy in
his lLabour‘ 2  24; al: 31125 passim)

9°



(D Undeserved materıal physical downfall Of decent
Thıs MOotı1 O the Ot 1S also ma7]or

Eloquent Peasant, WNOSEe n£1iscated and who himseltf flog-
ged the hıgh Stfiec1ais.

Th1is 7Je‘ PprO! also 19)9, the LO uctiıon the D1is-

pute Man Hıs Ba, S  iıch has SUrV1ived. er poinNt OT S11

arıtv Job the hero Of The 1SpUu 15 debates conduct ,
Job WIEn Ah3ıs acquaintances, the SpU wıth h1ıs Da piquant point OF
detali these COMPOS1tiONS 155 the aın that the sutfferer has be-

malodorous, whether physically metaphoricallyv, those hım;
Job SayS: _  "My breath 15 wlıfe, 10athsame the children
Ootf (19@<17)5, the 1rs Ot the Dispute following 1L1e-—

tTraın L1S repea:
"Behold L5 detested
Behold 18 SMelil Ar SN

The value Of e LOoquence
Mastery Of the Of speaking well L5 ma7]or attribute ST

Egyptıan and the COW SaTe. e  : Khakheperre-sonb and the Eloquent
all distinguished Dy S11 accompLishments rhetor1ıc. The

used signate their speeches those regularly appLis Ww1iısdom utter-
anCceSs, Neferti 1S able address ;  SC 29 (mdwt nfrwt) Osen
maxims” (tSwW Stpw) the King and the the INg

Khakheperre-sonb annn the eloquent itterance: Otrfered this

COMpOS1ItION CONSisSt Otf "WO: MaXıLms , phrases  » (mdwt, CSW, hnw) (Recto {
and Order, 1D1C, ; 2 3) The ELoquent Peasant 15 introduced

OT nfr mdw) F namely, OTrator. This plays
especlally significan the Egypt1ian tale, well the Bıblıcal

StOLYV OT Joseph, which L1S5 also assoc1lated Wwith the WwiıscOom tradition DO
ÖT l1anqguage 15 presented salvation from tastrophe
Ot rising greatness The GT Proverbs Ooften speaks praise

O: elLoquence and counse l (15+23: 24 :26; 25: 10 passim)  f
16 Concerning this anı other wiısdom mot1ıifs + the Joseph STOLYV SE G, VO')

RAD, Josephgeschichte und ältere Chochma,, VTS (1953):; 120427
A 5ee SHUPAK, Selected erms, , 328-329,
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6, FOr d1SCOVELYV the des1ire SaV NEe\  z things  $
These traıts associated with the Egyptian priest Khakheperre-sonb,

WNO n1Ss aspirations the beginning Ot coMmposition:
phrases, ’ange, novel, ımtried WOPdS. ——

SayingS...  » (Recto &> SpPpiri OT IN 1S also character1i-
t1C Of Cles1astes, Ot 4 LS saıd "Not on.Ly Ooheleth Sa hım-

self, but ‚ug the peOopLe knowledge, weighiıng and searchıng Ffash10-

NıINg proverbs  C (12:9 G 1Lra 44:5)22
n TLearnıng £from personal experience:

Khakheperre-sonb wishes l1earn from pPast EeVenNntTS and experiences. 8

aAYres: u SqyV +A1S CCOTrdance wiıith seen”" y A {

meditate ha) O:
a their experience. the OT Proverbs

SaTge lLearns lesson Observing the fa)  f Ot 24 : 30-32) Y

T rom h1ıs personal experience pupil 3-4)
The Of learning through personal exper1ıence 1Ss chara«  Yistic Or

Eocleéiastes B ın Like SayecS preceded satisfied wiıth R

dient aCcCceptan‘ Wisdom. Hh1S Varıous exertions

1ife, CcC]l]es1ıiastes 1Ss compelled CONC. valı 15 vanıtyv and VeEXa-

t1on Ot spirit”" (1:12-2: This Of learning and drawing essocn 15

especlally eVvident chapters /:23-39 16=-17; where kev WOTCdS
”Sl QOU}  ” (bgS, ms ”*) affirmative and negatiıve the 1N-

produces negative results (72A24; 8:17) p but experimentation 155
A th1s tested DV wisdom”.

COMNparison ÖT the £L1ve Egyptian COMNpOSItTIONS and the
S presen‘ important Light Otf Egyptian IMa

terılal. SC1Oses features gLOUDS Of CeXts, express!
Varıous evels: structure, anguage , style and content. In general, Of

OF features also found the Biıblical prophecy
parallelism, repetition OFE the Of VerseS, Of imageryv
and metaphor, SOCL:  yuke and the claim that the natural order been

subverted. _Buttheocmplac of all of them together is not found in the LEW
18 Concerning the SPIlLrIt Oft inguilry and search Ln BEecis; SM i;bi:d; ‚ 49-50.
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pPpropheCY
1S, however, the SIML  ity SeVEenNn Of WOTd and phra-

S Ot theme, Of Yary pattern and stylistic dev1ice the

gLOUDS calils fOr the recogn1ıtion Of distinct CategOrv S  ich has
close 1IN1LUYy wıth Old Testament prophecv but 15 L1rmlLy lLink«ı

tlan, Biblical, ancient kastern Wwiısdaom AA FFra The
Varıous pleces wiıthın thi1is CateJOrVvV have dencies, 0OCc1al

political Criticism, \JarnX and FOFeN; but belong
the genera. geNnie OT W1ısSdam CeXtsS, nOot eCV.
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