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Supplementa Ismaelitica HOTL an Kadesh arnea

"rns xvxel Knauf eıdelberg

'uch confusıon hnas been cCcCreated 1n tChe interpretatıon Of

Numb 20 :10-13  7 373  35-45 the discoverVv the

"trrue" Kadesh arnea 1ın cChe ege regardless Of whether ME

10ocates cChat 90aAsıs an  Q settliemen f rom Che per1ıod Of the
Judaean kiıngdom Ain Qudes Aın el-oOuderat), 15

frequently disregarded'that the 1Ca Kadesh 1S no'

necessarily, nOo' alwayvys, i1dentiıca ıth tche hiıstorical"
Kadesh,. artıng ea 33 Che 11s CenturYy BCE (but
mOSt probably COommenC1ng tıme earlier), Jewısh
tradıtıon identifie Kadesh 13 Na

XXI E Ismael - D 2183); and a Case Ca De made for cChe
Theidentification ın Gen. 142 Ismael, X a

equatıon Of Kadesh 1th presuppOses Che Yeakdow!] Öof

Persıan rule QOVer or Arabia, 16 happene: 400 BCE

and the subsequen r1ıse che abataea

DO Ismael, 1373 Thus, terminus 1s establishe
for Ose late ca 1C 100k for Kadesh at

etra.
Lar a  15 ScCe, ir has no' vet een not1ıced tchat.

Kadesh also applıes Numb , 33:236 H. (1967:87
S 30) >was Jar e this possibillity, Dut disregarde it for
the sake his SOUrCcCe-critical theorvy T3s The ıtiınerarv

35-45 only makes eNnse ıf al the places, ncludıng
Kadesh, WEeTre 10o0cated between Che gulf Agabah an 0a
Eziıon Gebe (1B such Late text, iMn archa1i1izıng substıtute
fOor Elath/el-“Agabah) Kadesh Petra) Hor

almona (probably Bir Madkur) ( Fenan) Oboth (el-
Webeh) LYYV Abarım oabıte AL NOTH 19 1845

also MILLERprl L19 183-188 KNAUF 19 286f Dut
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19 On Gad (Diban). SUure, OT  ® cannot

reach TOM Agabah ın CI' ay marchn. Th1ıs, however,
only iındicates that TNe author dıd no' have CCess an

ıstıngs Of place-names between and Kadesh. 1ocatıon
Of hıs Kadesh at Aın Qudés does no make an ense at a D

gıven CcChat Che Locatıon f almona. 185 Open
consiıderatıon, ON  ® Ou proceed TOoM Ain OQudes \ -
nan V1ıa Aın el-webeh, anı no V1ıce ersa. Since the maın
Dataea settlemen ı1n the regıon the abataea

"Capital”,; TT Wa any) prıor CO Che 1ate + century
BCE, has sought e1-Ji” (Wadi Musa) rather chan

Late abataean/Roman ( WO [1985], TE 735 ONn  ®

march negotiate the d FFIıeulte descend rom Wadı Musa To

HÖF-; and another day reachnh Cche bottom adı

Arabah, SOunds quıte reasonable.
The observatıon tchat Kadesh ın Numb . 33:236f 1S already

OCcCcated ın Che Ta regiıon implies that the author Of

Numbers 33 nas Che sraelıtes "ceircumanmbulate" Edom TYTOM tcthe

west, V1a Wadıi Arabah. kven LE, at Che tıme Of the late

3Ca authors, hat remalined ÖOf the people Of Ecdom 1ve:

the west f Wadı Arabah, authors er recogn1ized
uch Vwestern Edom" and contınued restrict the name

CNe southern Transjordanian plateau. hronıcles and

4 , the Hebrew estifılıes consıderable
Edomiıte/Idumean D. ın post-exilic U:  er but

does referrıng tTo eır trıbes anı! clans "Judaeans"

(OÖOr alebıtes"; Cft Ismael, 158). Whereas tChe author Of
Numbers knew geography (or used a rei ıa source), tChe

author Numb 21:10+-13 obvıouslv dıd not as

general CheorYvy that the sraelıtes Came Out Che desert

an Chat tche desert Wa "east", he makes che sraelıtes
Ccircumvent Edom TTOM cChe East. Moabıte Al vve Abarım,
IT3 NO becomes pla ın tChe desert and east Of oab

ne1l  er 2 15 rue anı furthermore, place SOUu

of Che Rıver ere (35 ıdentıca ıth Wadi Hasa, equally
untrue). Numb 21210=13 wa  N no OUrrC® TS

Che Contrary, Numbers 33 Wa  MN copıed (and ser1ıously
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miısınterpreted) DV TChe author Of Numb . BL E  = ] 3 (G£ already
DAVIES 1983:7- MILLER 989:585-7).

Even misınterpreted, Nu: 33:36-45 1sS tChe

organiızıng principle behind tChe composition Numb.

(and possı  y eVenNn 20  4+) ıth cChe ole

exceptıon waE »1-3 MC ınterrupt: cChe R D D

Z anı proba inserted the basıs Of cChe

assumption that Kadesh Wa sS1CuUate: ın the regıon OT Aın
oudes/el-Quderat (and the basıs Ot VeELrYy

towards SDACE and distance: fOor tTne possibility Of

reading dırk C  VYr) A=C iınstead Of dık rYyMm, 30n WOU

make 21=3 Nn eVeTll mMOTe pronounNced paralle Judg
1:16-17 Chan the Text already provıdes, Cn GesMD S
Salmona/Bir Madkur 33:41%£)} 1S represente l1N Numb , DA  .. DV
"on cChe waYy SWD ın OrTder cırcumambulate Edom” .

Here, SWD Ca only refer R cChe Gulf Agabah Midıan,
145). march TOM the reg1ıon the SS6a impliıes
mOV1INg down adı Arabah. The next station, unon

k 1S represented ın 1:5-=-9 the epısode Of cChe

Yrazen snake (and 15 NO "omıtted" PAaCe DAVIES L19 11)
ollowıng the general pattern set QOu Numbers 5} eVen

Numb. 21:16 and P make perfect ense Kadesh, then, 15
indeed a "+own cChe edge the COUNTFCY Of Edom”" 21216
Or for cChe diffıcultiıes tchat arıse Üf thiıis Kadesh 1S
1ocated 1n CcChe egeb, BL 19 Kadesh/
e1=Ji7 1S sıtuated the Ar S step @an Che Transjordanıan
precıplice OW the Edomite plateau MOV1ng 1OM Kadesh
Ooun Hor, SE west ( does ındeed avoıd Edom

ndıicate!: Lın Numbers Br
NOW the conclusıon 1S5 inevıtable tchat, YOM tche VerYy

gınnındg iıts iteraryV existence ın the Hebrew e,
OUuU: HOör 1Ss sSoucght where W nas alwayvys Deen 1ocated

raditıon 4C 15 1rs unmistakablvy es iın

JOS ; ant.. 83 and whıch Was nherıted Christians
and Moslems: at (an-Nabi) Harun. TwoOo additional

arguments ma Y SUppOrT that equation. The AaA& lHor ” 15

nothiıng bhut jıalectıca varıant OF cthe appellatiıve har(r)



Umountain” (HA: FE mountain 3€ is called
Mountaın" katı’ exochen should indeed VerYyY prominent
mountain, Harun iın fact r  o S 1s andmar. cChat
dominates adı Arabah from shortl1v nOoOr Of Agabah elil
cChe Wadi Fidan (Fenan) region, fact that estines Ha-
Tun To alwavys have een regarded "holy mountain"
(Midian, 62) a  on, i1ts present na  U maYy ell pre-
SUPPOSE a Canaanite E'{‘ *HOoron (for tChe optiona character
Of tcChe loc ON , BOREE 19 62)} ÖOn  ® maYy elil ask
whether Harun did nOt contribute Che Islamic form
Of Aaron’s rather Chan eing wholly erıvative Oof
lLlatter.

hat Harun WwWas pre-Jewish, pre-Christian an!

pre-Muslim mountain" 1S indeed amp ested
abataean pilgrim’s marks, rema1iıns Of monunmental
architecture, and cChe Orıe  S  ntation Of ma jor abataean cultic
architecture LOowards Harun L9 34°
2913 The pre-biblica holiness Of Harun is
invoked DY Che on the Liyatheneh whno CO Che
prophet’s Sanctuary prayıng fOor raın e1r Nabataean (and
re-Nabataean) predecessors had done CWO millennia earlier
hen Che god Öof cChe mountaın answered another nNname.,.
ese SONgS , Che thirst-quenching Aaron/Harun 1S called
“great SsStar" nijm (i)kbir) anı "father/possessor Oof the
high planets" (abu 1-kawakib el-“aliyah; CANAAN 19 211
@ for Che astral connotations tcthe Syrian-Arabian
wheather-god, W  N [1984], 26-28  7 Ismael, 154).

The sanctıtv ÖE Harun 18 INlOLE ancıent than the

A C make the mountaın the Cenmne ÖOt Aaron’ ea (cf OT

aron late 1Ca purely x  e figure n  / NBL L,
I3 L1S nO wiıthout 1LrONV that the 1Ca receptıon, "de-

mythologization" an  C “”historization" holy mountain OI
cChe borders Of alestine has contributed, fınally, TCo the
survıval both cthe ol1iness of that mountain an its
god (in disquise) into monotheistic times.
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