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ebuchadrezzar’'s ampalign 1N Year 603 BCE
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The ıstorıcal OT the Vents f Vears 604-603 1S entirelv
dependent the Babylonian chronıcle sSar;ıes, According the chronıcle

21946) Nebuchadrezzar His T1a Vear 604 Syrlia-Pa-
es and a ]4]. the kings OT Hat:  T iınto h1ıs L: and he recel1ved

Fr{ibutel. marched CL5y of elon, captured and

destroyed 1L1t and CAarrıcd ıts king, 1ts prisoners and 1Lts SPO1LL Babvylonia
1975 : 100 Lines 15-20) .

Sscription Of OT Vents OF VeaL 603 L5 almost entirelyv
damaged the chronıcle. WLSEMAN estimated about four Lınes

MLSSiINGg Of the tablet and about the MLSS1ING
beginning Oof the LVr SE SsS1ide description Oof VearL COVered

Lines and relatively lLong and quLte detailed
h1s ed1t1i0 princeps WLSEMAN restored the 1 a iınes follows

Z "In the [year] the month f ILyyar the king Of

gathered a powerful arıy an |marched to the lLand e Hattı].
22 threw down, great siege CCWEeTrs A E 2 30
£f1rom the month OT ILyyar ınt.ı the mon Lth OTBN 62 (1992)  Nebuchadrezzar's Campaign in Year 603 BCE  Nadav Na'aman - Tel Aviv  The historical evaluation of the events of years 604-603 BCE is entirely  dependent on the Babylonian chronicle series. According to the chronicle  (BM 21946) , Nebuchadrezzar marched in his first year (604 BCE) to Syria-Pa-  lestine and "all the kings of Hatti came into his presence and he received  'their vast tribute". Then he marched to the city of Ashkelon, captured and  destroyed it and carried its king, its prisoners and its spoil to Babylonia  (GRAYSON 1975:100 lines 15-20).  The description of the chain of events of year 603 is almost entirely  damaged in the chronicle. WISEMAN (1956:70) estimated that about four lines  are missing at the end of the tablet and about the same number are missing  at the beginning of the reverse side. The description of the year covered  about 12 lines and was relatively long.and quite detailed.  In his editio princeps WISEMAN restored the first three lines as follows:  (21) : "In the second [year] in the month of Iyyar the king of Akkad  gathered together a powerful amy and [marched to the land of Hatti].  (22). / Le wwn dhethrew down , ‚great: siege towershe [..... ] (23) Lo0z..]l  from the month of Iyyar until the monith of ... he marched about unoppo-  sed in the land of Hatti]".  This reconstruction of the 603 campaign was accepted by all scholars who  discussed the Babylonian campaigns to the west in years 605-600 BCE. WISEMAN  himself was aware of the fact that the objective of the campaign is missing,  but assumed that "since Nebuchadrezzar marched to Syria in the preceding and  following years it is likely that Syria was his goal in this year also".  (WISEMAN . 1956:29). As SO often happens, later scholars sometimes tend to for-  get that textual restorations may be quite hazardous and should be treated  Wwith great caution, Thus, various suggestions have been offered for the name  Oof the Palestinian or Phoenician supposedly attacked city in line 21: Jeru-  salem (VOGT 1957:90); Gaza (RAINEY 1975:54-55); Ashdod, Ekron, or Gaza (MA-  41marched about

land Of Ha .
Th1ıs reconstruction Of the 603 canpalın accepted all WhNO

discussed y lonıan the west 05-6! WLSEMAN
hımseltf OT fact that. the objective OT the Canmpa lın L1S missing,
but aASsumed A  S1NCEe Nebuchadrezz: 5yrla the pre: and

following yearLs Ü LS likely Syrıa h1ıs this als0..
:29). Often Tater scholars SCOMetiMes fOTr-

get restorations qguite hazardous and treated
wıth caution. Thus, Varlous suggestions for the
Ot stinian c1ian Supposed.ly CX Line Z Jeru-
sa lem 1957:90) 1975:54-55) ;
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(SHEA 6) S1iıdon WISEMAN 1985:26-28)
GITIN 989 :46) e reconstruct.ion OT the 603

basıs FOr datın the submissıon Ot Babylonia yYycar
and 1964 : 345-346; 1968 :141-142; 1975:129-132, 144)

D1d Nebuchadrezzar Syria-Palestine in 603 The SV fOr the

COTTeCT. understan Of the broken PasSage 15 1Line 22° sapatı rabatı

ıt)] ge sıege he ac[Iross!". Whıch natural

(such moımMmtain range CYOSSEd the Baby Lonıans when they
"moved AaCcross  LL large sıege tOWEers The entire OT Syria-Palestine

CONQUeEred yuchadrezzar durıng n1ıs Of 05-61 BCE,
and ther“ siege machines from distant into the

captured terriıtories. "rees fOor sıege abundant all along
Of the Anti-Lebanon and natur: barriıer have Cra-

versed TOT siege operations eiıither Phoen1ıcıan

alestine. It seems that the campaign of 603 was directed some other
yvet CONQUEred Dy Babylonılans, and siege should therefore have

"moved across" 1ts from Mesopotamian bases.
Remarkable also 155 the relative length Of dedicated the EVEeNtTtTS

f 603 the n1ıcle about ınes quick glance the Babyloni-
Mn1ıCcCLlie serles reveals that Campalgns conducted e1lther wıthın the d

Ot Mesopotamlia nei1ig]  urıng cOomMtries USUua. described cdetaıl

whereas Syria-Palestine described relatıve brev1ıtv. This

L1S the result Of es f the author whO 11ıved Babylonia
‚opotamo-centr1c h1s culture historical OU: thus delineated
the western Canpalgns T Nebuchadrezzar onLy schemati_cally and sunmarıly,
omitting Varıous detaıls LooOked from h1s y lonian point Of
V1iewWw. Thus, relatively long descr1iption OT 603 bet:‘ sults ban

bordering Mesopotamlia ÖOt Syria-Pales  e.
opinion, MOST. ely target for Nebuchadrezzar's canpalign Of

603 15 the Land OT pOSSibLy 1lan countrıes. Baby-
1onian operations against first related chronicle's cdes-

Ccr1iption of 607 COUL S€ of this Campa1lgn Nabopo Lassar Crossed
and captured C1Lty Of Samsat) . placed

garrıson and returned Babyl1on (WISEMAN 3 20 1975 :97/-
98 Lines 5-15) . the 606) the CLEYV+ be-

sieged 48 for four and It: Nabepolassar TeACcted crossing



the hrates north Of pLundering Cr 1es the Of
\ left garriıson CI 1ocated SOMewhere
STeEern GT a  S, returned y lon afterwards, the

Egyptian CrOSSed the Euphrates, the Babylonian
garrıson pushe« (WISEMAN 56:21-23:;: GRAYSON 1975:298, Lines —_
26) The Babylonıiıans thus faliled RAr the larn Of

the Of VL 606 S remained their ivals'

Th1ıs L1S 'groun agains E  ch WE the Babylonian
Of 603 yYCaL>s 605-604 yvachadrezzar ea the Egyptians,

them Of Fbir-nari and sub]uga all >  ales  .an kingdoms.
603 he returned Wes front and COoMmplLeted he failled

accomp Liısh the Of 07-61 Wı  c the help OF par:
(GRAYSON 97/5:93-94 1Lines 35-36, 42-43; 1Nes 19-20)

reStore the Of the OT 603

21) F’Ssattu Salnitu m  Va  \< Sar Akkadıki ummAanı-sSu kanı tt.utü
1k-sur-ma [ına UL’UK ;ı /  —IMUu >-hu P
223 aras-sju 1d-dı Sa=-para-tı rabätr;mes uS-bal-k[lit-ma d-Nd

duri]
Z23) ug-ta-rıb a ltlaJiiari adı :3 E sal-tu dl  0

EK 1DUS
anslation: "The SE@ECONd VCarL the Of Iyyar the king Of d

large pL 1S5 the GV O Kimuohu(?) ]
Ss1ege he ac[iross OLW A the wall(?) the
month of] I1yyar ımtı the month L O£f he subjected the 4 siege (?)
...... EL

The broken O scription well inclLuded cdetails Otf the
Ot the CX and the expansion ÖT the CaMpalyn against Other

1ılan cCcitjes. The Of the 603 Campalgn GRAYSON 975 : 101 Line mMay
tentatively res C..,.Uü-mas$-$]ir-ma SC "[In Ot
the king OT lel£ft tro0ps (?) and ED (compare GRAYSON 1975

1ir 64; 9 / Line
conc1lude y lonian Ebir-nari conducted

603 the MOST eLYy LOr Oi1iakim's suhmiss1ion Ba-
On1la 15 (as s®gested the majority Oof The destruc-
t1ion Of the On1lans GITIN 1939 :45-48) tentatively



after Nebuchadrezzar's failure the Egypt1lian bOorder H1s Ffourth

601/600 y poss1ibly but NOTtT. neCeSsarıly. after yvear 595 1S,
the Vear’s the Babylonian chronicle series, maın fOTr the

history Of Syrlia and Palestine the late Sseventh and early S1ixth centurlies

BCE, 15 longer avajilable TOr UÜS .
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