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MATTERS; SOME REMARKS O IHE SITUATION
TIHE KINGDOM DURING IHE SEVENTH CENTURY

OÖlhvier Stellenbosch

Sfrac!

By iımplementing SOMEC aspects of Wallersteihmn’s orld Systems Iheory dıfferent facets of the
ecCcOoNOMIC history of the Kındom of durıng the seventh CENLUTY Can be explaıned.
Economıiıc interrelatedness.hbetween C066 anı perıpheral SITUCLUTES wıthıin supranatıonal WOT.
SyStem, the ON hand and the prestige g00ds SyStems the other INaYy ACCOUNL for much of
the socı1al and polıtical transformatıons that o0k place

INTRODUCTION

Currently ere d1IC several theories and models DYy 6cans of which SOCIO-eCONOMIC 1Ssues Ad1C

addressed Bınford’s 1972:8) ecologıcal Systems eOrYy f culture COomprIises technofacts, sOcC1l1ofacts
and ıdeofacts accordıing o whıich culture IS en being composed of number of closely
interrelated operatıonal subsystems and functiona]l CONL (Scheepers Sharer and
Ashmore’s (1979:524) culture-ecological model 15 based uUuDON the assumption hat gıven culture
interacts ıth envıronmental system composed of three complex subsystems, namely the

physıcal landscape (habıtat), biologıcal envıronment bıome) and cultural envıronment (other,
adjacent human groups) Both these System theorıes ASSUume the iımportant role of eCONOMIC
interface.

ıke. artıfacts and ecofacts ATr mute whiıch do nOL gıve ‚WEeTS all OUT impertinent
quest10ns, SCCNH specıfically In the present DASC of the CCONOMY of ncıent In hıs recent

1story of Ancitent Palestine Ahlström 5SayS,

ere wıll always be > eed for method hat uUSses reasoning, hypotheses, logıic and
imagınatıon In order CONSIruct (my italıcs) something irom the avaılable materıal
and In the BdDS between the SOUTCES

15 evıdent that the N} of ncient CAannotTt be typıfıed Irom the avaılable SOUICCS

alone. Ihe ManYy attempts characterise ıf alternatıvely AS StOTaAge, barter, redistributive, urban

capıtalistic,y market CCO underlıne the confusıon and perplexıty of the tOpIC (cf
Heıichelheim Sılver Moreover, ıt hardly ANYy PUTDOSC fO elımınate
Narl OW down Varlous possibilıties Dy which hıs important 'engine hat Causes change (Dever
1991:86) Can be accounted for. We need O have, AI ONS others, A eCONOMIC eOorYy from whıch



perspective z attempt ([0 explaın SOC14] and cultura|l changes. (One such ı EeOTrYy IS the Orl

Systems Theory formulated DV Immanuel Wallerstein.

IHE ODERN SYSTEMS TITHEORY

Contrary tO unılıneal models which describe socıety In of orthogenetic progressions firom

sımple complex agrarıan industrıal organisatiıon Wallersteihin’s WOT.| System EOTY
provıdes iramework hat systematıcally integrates different geo-polıtıcal eCcONOMIC organısatıons;
ıt explaıns change In erms of Torces which orıginate outside of Aany partıcular 0Ca region ([

communıty (Schneider hase-Dunn defines WOT. SYStemsSs intersocial
networks In which the interaction d important condıtıion f the reproduction f the ınternal
SITUCLUTE: of the composıte unıts and iımportantliy affect changes which (ICCHE in these 0Ca
Stiructiures

For the present discussıiıon wOould lıke tO underliıne [WO major facets of Wallerstein’s WOT. System
mMO  el, namely that of the interrelatedness of FA and perıphery SE  es wıthın the dynamıcs E

world econOmIıcC organısatiıon andı, secondly, that of the prestige-goods SYStEM.

Core and periphery SITU!  ur

According O Wallerstein the relatiıonshıp between ORI cenfifres and peripheral ATCAaSs forms the
basıs f regional soc1o-polıtical and eCcONOMIC SysStem. Core and perıphery relatıonshıps dIiIC

interdependent, hierarchical and unequal DYy nafiure Hıghiy centralısed and ell organısed OIec

SPOUDS gel ınto posıtion [0 demand and {[ÖO mobilıse CNCISY 1e6SsScur s irom ast peripheral
domaın. The DL always domınates the perıphery In the CN hat 1i dırects the T1ow of wealth
firom periphery ((( 6 The peripheral region OM the other hand becomes dependent uUDON the

polıtıcal SITUCLUTFrES of he COre/Ccentre for ıfs ‚a of production and reproduction ( Wallerstein
San aa 1991:406). The primary core-periphery relatıonshıp IS between the core’s

and the perıphery’s ”T’he perıphery’s COI'! d bridgehead between the Core’s Aan!
the FESOUTCES of the perıphery which the needs LO exploit’ Steele 1990:27). In of
interaction the D enriches ıtself than the perıphery. Ihe perıphery 15 decısıvely aliftfecte: Dy
Changes erıses In the PF E ArCa (Rowlands 198 7:41). When atfected by the COre’s expansıon, the

peripheral SrOUDS INa y generate defensive OT competitive strategıes, They Can adap' submıiıt
external TESSUT' 8)8 they resist and form NECW (Schneıder Accordıing 18

Wallerstein hıs PTFOCECSS ınterrelates wıth a second, namely

the creation and maıntenance of interdependent relatiıonshıps between Varıous
natıonal an regional entıties according which particular populatiıons COMNNC

play particular roles. theır eCONOMIC, polıtical and cultural instituti1ons changing
meel the demands of speclaliızation (Schneıiderl
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Consequently, the dynamıcs of local soclieties In In the seventh CENLUCY should be viewed

agaınst the aC)  rop f theır dependent and hus peripheral position in a regional system in which
the independent varıable IS the expansıon of domınant ters such Assyrıa, £Z2Yp (  Or

an: Babylonia. The walled Cenires of udah (eg Jerusalem) should be regarde
peripheral and Nıneveh OT Babylon . the core’s ((( 6

The prestige-200ds system

The second aCce! of Wallerstein’s or System Theory 1S hat of the prestige-goods System.
integrates ıth the O16 periphery mMO 'It provıdes specıfic processual MO! of ınternal UOIC-

periphery relatıonshıps In the perıiphery' Steele 1990:279. According Frankensterln and
Rowlands the specıfic eCONOMIC characteristics of prestige-goods System AIC

domınated DYy the polıtical advantages gaıned through exercisıng control ST ACCESS (O LTESOUTCES

that Ca  — only be obtaıned rough externa| trade. ese [ESOUTCES ArC nOTt for the general well-

being but wealth objects eeded ın sSOc1a| transactıons (1 the ayments Of socıJal
Fundamental LO the prestige-goods System IS the tfact that those ıth ‚W control the abılıties of
others fo reproduce socıally DYy controlling the [11CaANS of SOC13] production. In other words, those
who control the prestige g0o0ds (luxury objects other han 0cal goods such A materı1al TEeES50OUTICES

and foodstuffs lıke salt, flıint, cereals and fruit) aIsSO contro| the Ccallls [O strengthen theır posıtion
VLS VLS SOC1a]| reproduction and control. Large scale agriculture and horticulture opposed aAb

mıxed agricultural-pastoral SCONOMY would increase the avaılable agriculture surplus for exchange
Of prestige go0ods from external trading partners,

ese models coul ACCOUN for changes In sOoc10-polıtical organısatıon In The WOT.| System
MO!| places Palestine in A structural regional relatiıonshıp whiıle the prestige-goods ONE presents A

processual ınternal model of Palestine socl1o-polıtical changes, according Steele 1990:29).

IMPLEMENTING WALLERSTEIN

Ihe expansıon f the Neo-Assysrıan Empıre durıng the second half of the ejghth hrough MmMoOStT of
the seventh CENLUTY brought the independent terrıitorjal and natıonal states of Palestine ınto the
orbıt of WOT. system (Ahlström 1993005 be assumed hat the hıerarchical, unequal and

interdependent relationshıp between the centre/core (situated In Mesopotamıla) and the
Levantıne peripheral regions dıd 1fect the EeCONOMIC SYSteEmMS and strategıes wıthin the Kingdom of
Judah In signıfıcant

In the inıtial g  AgES the ffects of the devastatıng Wals ON the regional economıes MUSL have
een disastrous. TNe foreign Assyrıan AFIIY looted and plundered [C6S0 such An temple and
state treasurıes and persona| valuables. They confiscated stored-up agrıcultural [ESCIVCS, O00OIS and

draught anımals; they butchered Iıvestock, destroyed terTraCces, damaged Wa conservatıon
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SyStems, burnt houses, removed the securıties agaınst invaders, el ceiera In short, the food

procuring and dıstrıbution strategies WeTe ser10usly curtaıled because the of eCONOMIC

production WeTrTEeE disrupted. In the ensumng per10d consıderable mM  x WAas needed only O

repair the damages and losses caused by the NC overlords. Moreover, the implementatıon of

imperı1al ecCcOoNOMIC strategıes ımplıed that regular trıbute and Varı0Ous euphemıistically CR

'gifts’, WCIC iımposed in addıtion conscription ın erms of forced labour and miılıtary service tO

ENSUTEC Assyrıan SUDTEMAC wıthın the region. Exısting trade relatıonshıps between the Levantıne
ecCconOomiIic centres cores) WCIC severely aifecte!| ıf nOL exploited, DYy reducıing hem {O perıpheral
entities only SE V6 the ınterests of the outsıde supranatıonal core/centre In Mesopotamıa. As

perıpheral regıons they became dependent upOonN Assyrıa tor ıts of production
reproduction. The reactıon strategies of the Varıo0us peripheral entıtıes ınvolved resistance

adaptatıon the external core’s SSUTC, A epıtomiısed In Hezekıah’s an Manasseh’s

policıes

Wäas, however, ın Assyrıa’s interest stabılise regional polıtical StrUuCLUTES, safeguard
interregional ra rouftes, Create eXchange mechanısms and enable Cra and trade

speclalısation vVer much broader spectIrum (Bondı The PDTOCCSS of creating
interdependent relationships between Varıous natıonal and regional entıties emphasısed 'regional
dıfferentiation’ In whıch particular populatıons AI play partıcular roles INn erm: of

speclalısation and labour diversification (Schneıder 1991:46). hıs interdependence between IC

and perıphery Was reiflecte!: urther In the (polıtiıcally) unequal patron-clıent relationshıps of the

Empire. Such relatıonshıps WEeEeTEC Lormally ratıftıed by VE specıfic treaties tO CAISTE the regular
delıvery f triıbute and the Ooccasıonal presentation of 'gifts’ 1/4:400 11.80, 86), consisting
almost entirely of prestige-g0o0ds. ( o sılver, tin, IrOnN, antımony, lınen garmentSs, ıth
multicolored triımmıngs, rments ofsystems, burnt houses, removed the securities against invaders, et cetera. In short, the food  procuring and distribution strategies were seriously curtailed because the means of economic  production were disrupted. In the ensuing period considerable manpower was needed only to  repair the damages and losses caused by the new overlords. Moreover, the implementation of  imperial economic strategies implied that regular tribute and various taxes, euphemistically called  ’gifts’, were imposed in addition to conscription in terms of forced labour and military service to  ensure Assyrian supremacy within the region. Existing trade relationships between the Levantine  economic centres (cores) were severely affected, if not exploited, by reducing them to peripheral  entities only to serve the interests of the outside supranational core/centre in Mesopotamia. As  peripheral regions they became dependent upon Assyria for its means of production or  reproduction. The reaction strategies of the various peripheral entities involved resistance or  adaptation to the external core’s pressure, as are epitomised in Hezekiah’s and Manasseh’s  policies.  2  It was, however, in Assyria’s interest to stabilise regional political structures, to safeguard  interregional trade routes, to create exchange mechanisms and to enable craft and trade  specialisation over a much broader spectrum (Bondi 1992:312). The process of creating  interdependent relationships between various national and regional entities emphasised ’regional  differentiation’ in which particular populations came to play particular roles in terms of  specialisation and labour diversification (Schneider 1991:46). This interdependence between core  and periphery was reflected further in the (politically) unequal patron-client relationships of the  Empire, Such relationships were formally ratified by very specific treaties to ensure the regular  delivery of tribute and the occasional presentation of ’gifts’ (TUAT 1/4:400 11.80, 86), consisting  almost entirely of prestige-goods. (Cf ’gold, silver, tin, iron, antimony, linen garments, with  multicolored trimmings, garments of ... dark purple wool ... all kinds of costly objects be they  products of the sea or the continent, the [choice] products of their regions, the treasures of [their]  kings, horses, mules’ et cetera. [ANET 282].) The tribute consisted almost entirely of prestige-  goods, ie manufactured products of high value, that were easily transportable because of their low  bulk (Routledge 1992:3). Since it was primarily destined to be consumed within the royal court of  Assyria any interruption of its regular flow was seen as an act of rebellion against the Empire. The  position of the different client rulers from all over the Empire remained intact as long as they  would keep to their agreements loyally. Political stability and economic growth maintained and re-  enforced the client ruler’s local power base (social production). Consequently, the so-called Pax  Assyriaca effectuated the development of major economic centres within the peripheral regions of  the Levant as was especially the case in the Kingdom of Judah during the long reign of Manasseh  (Redford 1992:438).  3  Economic growth was achieved mainly through the core’s insistence upon the delivery of  prestige high value low bulk goods as tribute. The local client ruler was forced, accordingly, to  93dark purple WO0O| a 1| kınds of costly objects be they
products of the sCcHa the continent, the [Choice] products of theır regl0ns, the Llreasures of [theır]
kıngs, horses, mules’ el Cetera TIhe trıbute consısted almost entirely OT prestige-
goods, 1e manufactured products of hıgh value, hat WLLE easıly transportable because of theır 10w
bulk (Routledge 1992:3); Sınce ıt Was primarıly destined 18 be consumed wıthın the roya. COUT'! of

Assyrıa an Yy interruption of ıts regular flow Was SCCNMN aCcti of rebellıon agalinst the Empıre. Ihe

posıtion of the dıfferent chent rulers Irom all the Empıre remaıned iıntact long they
WOU. keep theır agreements loyally Polıtical stabılity and eCcONOMIC growth maıntaıned and
enforced the chent ruler’s 0Ca ase (socıal production). Consequently, the so-called Pax

Assyriaca effectuated the development of major ecCconOomIıC cCenitres wıthın the perıpheral reg10ns of
the Levant Was especılally the .ASCc In the Kıngdom of during the long reign of Manasseh

(Redford

Economıic growth Was achıeved mainly hrough the core’s insıstence UDON the delıvery of

prestige hıgh value 10W bulk goods rıbute Ihe oca|] chent ruler Was forced, accordıngly,



CONVvert hıs prımary agrıcultural products into prestige g0o0ds. Sınce these goods comprısed ıtems
NnOT readıly avaılable wıthın hıs OW domaın he needed trade ıth other periphery wıthın
the WOT. Ssystem of the Empire. hus the ocal producers WeTITC compelle commercıalıse theır

products. The Assyrıan eCONOMIC polıcy dıd leave much [ VJOIN In the peripheral regions for

agrıcultural intensıficatıion, abour diversıification and manufacturıng specıalısatıon well for
mercantıle entrepreneurshiıp Agricultural produce hat Was prevıously stored

locally found ıts WaYy O the tradıng cCenires and internatıional where ıt Was exchanged for

imported prestige g00ds such aromatıcs irom Arabıa, DreCc1I0us metals irom Asıa Miınor,
bıtumen Iirom Transjordanja, mediıcınal er! from Palestine, wood and alum irom Phoenicıa,
exotıc manufactured go0ods Irom E.2ypt, el cetera (Eph’al 982:12[1; Finkelstein The

Assyrıan kıng only needed LO control the marıtıme por  s ACCECSS5 DOINtS and galewaYy cıtıes along the

long dıstance overland trade routes tO CeNSUTE the stabhle 11ow of and trıbute In the form of
such prestige goods.

Ihe eifects of the Ässyrian ecCconOomıIıcC polıcy the 0Ca OTr perıpheral production sSystem
dICc NOL tOO dıfficult foresee.

(a) TIThe growing dependence interregional trade and arkets for converting agrıcultural
produce ınto prestige g00ds led the production polıcy f cash which WOU yıeld
the highest Outputk for labour Input. hıghly unlıkely hat cash CI OD producers would
adhere the tradıtional 0Ca production such AS CIrOD diversıty, OW and
rotatıon practices, effectıve interchange between agriculturalists and pastoralısts, ei cetera

Wıthout natural replenıshment of O11 fertilıty (by Of anımal droppings) together
ıth CI OD specılalısation the ECOSYSIEM Came under growıng whıch WOU increase
the rısk factor In the Of roughts S.

(b) encouraged the cultıivatıon of H6  S land ell AS the construction of Wa SYSLIEMS,
and iındustrıal installatıons IS eviıdenced DYy archaeological

eXcavatıons, Tell Miıgne, ataf, Arad, Tel ed Duweiır, el cetera. (Weiıppert
Ompson On ACCOUNT of such higher investment ıf stimulated estate instead of
communal]l ownershiıp of famıly land, thereby dıstorting amıly rıghts, values and 0CCa
CUSLIOMS. As result of non-subsıistence, surplus production, urther labour
diversıficatiıon and craft specılalısation 00k place. Especıally around the larger urban
centres there emerged cCommunıitıes and classes NOl engage! in agriculture production.

(C) supported the centralısation of regional eCONOMIC management Ssystems hat provided
greater security agalnst InCUrsioNs and promoted interregional trade. However, IMOIC

people WeTrTEe eft MO vulnerable because of the changes In motivatıon, mode and System
of production. In nucleated peripheral communıitıies’ reaction against SOMMNC forms of

agricultural intensiıfication practices anı! surplus managemen Systems clearly coincıded



uıth other [ CA2A5S50115 for resisting the inequalities of the ecCcOnOMIC Ssystem. Sınce the

peripheral CSCONOMY epende! argely ıts protected position In the WOT. Systems
network anYy change In the UOIC SsSiITrucfiure WOul: transform ıt radıcally. The v
mMmOMmMentT when Ashurbanıpal dıed the WOT'! system collapsed. Ihe perıpheral economıes
WeTEe ser10usly aiftfecte! because of the ack of cenftre Ore hat demanded and structurised
the exXchange of produce an g00ds. TIThe client rulers WETITEC eft wıithout the securıty theır

patrons had provıded. Oose who had previ0usly resisted the incorporatıion ınto the WOT.

system seızed the and eıther reverted fo the tradıtional subsıistence economıes in
which the system Qf Ta Was ase‘ barter rather han converting products ınto

prestige g00ds, OT they became client rulers of NECW patrons in world System only uıth
nother ore(s) ıke Saıte Egypt e  OI! 0)8 the New-Babylonıian Empıire
alama 1990:73):

Ihe external demand {O exchange surplus products for prestige go0ods DYy MCans of
ınternatıonal trade wıthın WOT. Ssystem created the need for A alternatıve for the tradıtional
barter system. Converting produce ınto somethıng totally dıfferent whiıch Can be sed Currency’

obtaın somethiıng Ise denotes essentually what 15 al about, namely transcend the
restrictions and lımıtatiıons of bartering.2

CCONOMY became operatıve when g0o0ds coul be acquıred In of market elated
values. The external demands of trıbute and axes In of hıgh value 10Ww bulk goods
necessitated such exchange System to be implemented wıthın the realms of the dıfferent SUCCESSIVE
empires. Consequently, eb  eb ımıted orıentated System surely egan matter!

WORLD SYSIEMS IHEORY AND THE LAST

15 be surmısed that whıiıle the dısıntegration f the Assyrıan Empire brought about the end f
the core-peripheral structures of the Assyrıan domiıinated WOT. system its internalısed SITUCLUTES

and operatıonal ffects COU OL be dısposed of easıly The CO eventually hanged, but the

System remaıned. hus establıshed COre-CeNTIrT of the peripheral regions Sal benefited Irom the

existing infra-production and trade SITUCLUTES In far A they could rever([, retaın redirect the
Low of Xes and surplus. Hıgh polıtıcs between the major (3 nires f the Levantıne
region nabled the continuatıiıon of trade. In the kingdom of the dısadvantages of havıng
outflow of econOomMIıcC [CS5U0U[1CE65 WEIE immedıately cancelled (ıf nOLt already earlıer when the
iImminent collapse f the Assyrıan Empire became Oobvıous. Consequentiy, the surplus of eCONOMIC
production Was retaıned wıthın the confines of the region. In ıfs turn the surplus Was MOSL probably
employed tO promote the so-called reform endeavour of Kıng Josıjah. Hıs capıtal became the
centre/core of the surroundıng peripheral regions. absorbed the econOomıc surplus, but provıded
SomMe degree f stabılıty and securIıty.
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On the other hand, ıt WOU ave een far IMOTE dıfficult ave the prestige goods system
abolished Agricultural production of cash Was abour and capıtal intensıve. Vıneyards and
olıve TE WETIC nOTL uprooted; delıverıes of WOoOl, hıdes salt WCIC NOTL discontinued;
specılalısatıon In erms of crafits and the manufacturing of commodıtıes WCIC nOL necessarıly
curtaue: because of the vested interests of traders. Sustained econOomIıc growth COU. only hbe
attaıne': Dy continuing the prestige goods system and Dy Keeping the internatıonal Ta: routes
Ifrom Arabıa LO the Mediterranean safe and operatıve. Xchange of eCcONOMIC surplus and
manufactured g0o0ds well the exaction of toll and eXCISE MUSTL ave profited GL Cenire ıke
Jerusalem. Further, ıt wOoulg explaın Josijah’s Dulldıng actıvıtıes well hıs polıtical Overfiures
the reg10ns north of

Though hıghly speculatıve ıf WOU also be interesting 1eW the ıdeological intentions and
behind the Josijanıc reform from hıs perspective. How WOU. he ave Cope!

ıth the dıfferent socıal, polıtical and rel1g10us entıtıes regarding theır claıms for and utilısatıon
and ownershıp, the resistance of ash CIOD producers be prescribed DYy relıgi0usly and
ıdeologically motivated offic1als? (Thompson HOow COU he economıiıcally afford noTt
tolerate foreign traders and entrepreneurs? Did he succeed In preventing the accumulatıon of LOO
much wealth In the an J {O00 few people?

er L[WO decades E polıtıcal independence and ecCcOonOMIıC interregional interdependence the
supranatıonal WOT)| System WAaSs entorced agaın, fırst DYy Egypt but afterwards DY Babylonıa.
MUuUst ave caused immense eCcOoNOMmMIıC tensions wıthın u  a for the eXT eıghteen
Ihe growıing anımosity between dıfferent eCONOMIC productive entıties, the renewed L[AaX demands
Dy the LG cen(ires, disadvantageous exchange of surplus for prestige g00ds, the increase In
milıtary NSCS, the lack of securıty in dıistant regiOnNs hat dıisrupted trade and
fostered the general spırıt of complete disıllusionment. These and er factors IMNay ave
contributed {[O the perception hat the D. of ECONOMIC, polıtıcal and socıal decline Was

ırreversible. ‚very eCONOMIC 1NOVE Was only {O be perceived d A indıcator of something negatıve.
Even theır history Was reviewed In the lıght of the negatıve Ifects of total eECONOMIC, socıual and
polıtical dısintegration.

CONCLUSION

The applıcation Tf Wallerstein’s Or Systems Iheory the eCONOMIC sıtuatıon In Palestine
durıing the seventh CENLUTY be MMOTE han exercıse In creatıve imagıination for
probabilistic perspectives; ıt elucıdate the intriıcate and ınterrelated eCONOMIC fıbres of
ancıent soclety an explaıns SOME of the hıdden) CONCEPIS in the lıne f that soclety, namely
hat maiters indeed matiter.
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APPENDIX THE ECONOMY 19TH CENTURY HEBRON

One COU rıghtly ask whether ere exıst parallels 1C! WOU corroborate the claıms hıs

applıcatıon of Wallerstein’s EOTY made in connection ıth ancıent ecoNOMmMIıC SYstem. would
ıke veniure SUOMIC COomparıson ıth the econOmıIıc sıtuatıon of nıneteenth CENLUTY Palestine,
specıfically the perıpheral regıon of Hebron whiıch Was incorporate: wıthın the WOT. System of the
ttoman Empıire ıth ıts OL in stanbu The siımılarıtıes regardıng the geophysıca constraints,
modes of existence, socıal organisatıon and value Ssystem well the simılarıties of

interdependent, hiıerarchical] and unequal econOomıIıc and polıtıcal relatıonshıps between COTC and

perıphery substantıiate the FE ERSSG of such undertakıng.

Hebron 15 sıtuated arge plateau (20 m), almost eve! etween 900 1000m) and In
erms of topography particularly well solated, the escarpment between Jerusalem and Ber
eva Deep good so1ls In the rOCKY hılls and the wıde ıntramontane valleys, pleasan clımate,
steady raıinfall, natural dıversıity and ecologiıcal varıability well natural exchange outlets the

surroundıng such the egeVv, ephela and udaean Desert A e a]] factors hat may
aCCount for ıts flourıshing CCONOMY Was evidenced DYy the early nıneteenth CeNLUTY travelogues.

Hebron apparently functioned peripheral UOIe for the ole of the region, includıng the

villages sıtuated the plateau The SCONOMY Was ell dıversıified, ase!l maınly agricultural
produce such d the cultivation of cereals in the lower raiınfall the Aasti and south, of

SLTaDCS in the terraced NneATeT O the villages, and of anımal usbandry in the grazıng
Owards the desert (Karmon 1975:78). Reference IS mad the production of ash

sıgnifying the existence of market SCONOMY ın the [aX and revenueregisters irom early the
sixteenth Century |Cohen Lewis 1978:107]). Hebron functioned ASs market for the Bedouin fOo

barter merchandıse such cheese, WO0OIlÄ, hıdes, salt, ulphur, sphalt, fuel, caustıic soda, medicınal
herbs, ei Ceiera 1ın eXchange for foodstuf{fs, manufactured g00ds, utensils, cloths, jewellery, SpICES,
ei cCetera Seetzen (1854:11:47-51) who visıted Hebron in 806 referred ıts Varıous DIOSDECI OUS
industries, Ccp wıne, SOxaD, shoes, Carpels an glass (26 kılns produce: glass objects that WeEeIC

dependent the delıvery Of [d  < materıals Dy the Bedouin from the perıphery the ON hand,
and the marketıing of the finıshed products wıthın A extensive commercıal network the other.

When Burckhardt visıted Hebron ın 1812 the sıtuatıon WadsSs IMOTEC Iess the Samıe. He observed,
addıtionally, the fabricatıon of dyed woollens, and of pharmaceutical/cosmetic products. Contrary
toO other regions ın Palestine (cf De Volney 1787:11:406) ıt hen enjoyed hıgh degree f prosperıty
because of ıts dıfficult accessibiulıty and of ıfs privleged position prestig10us relıg10Us cenire

which much of ıts WeEeTEC rechanneled for the upkeep of the Haram e]| Halılı (Karmon
1975:83). One MaYy safely ASSUMmMe hat Hebron functioned A faırly ındependent Core-centire

wıthin perıpheral regıon of Palestine, and yel wıthın the WOT. System f the Ottoman Empire



(Issawı Substantıal surplus Wdas made from the production of and trade In g00ds fO be

exchanged for hıgh value 10W bulk uxurYy goods emaAande: {[AX DYy the Pasha of Damascus.

Hebron’s fortunes WeTEe ser10usly challenged ıth brahım Pasha’s of the Holy and ın
1831 Ihe e  < Egyptian admıiınıstratıvef forms of taxatıon and especıally conscription
system led {O revolts al XN Palestine, Hebron ıncluded, hat WE S brutally erushed. The
cCOomMmmuUuUNICAtıOoNs and commercıal networks WETIC disrupted and the trade redirected. Moreover the
discontinuatıion of the delıvery of [  < materıals by the Bedouıin heavıly aitfecte: Hebron’s 0Ca.

industry. par' fifrom the dısastrous ffects of earthquake In 1837 factıon fighting TO Out

between the Varıo0us Bedauin trıbes of the vicinity resulting In looting and plunder of the

agricultural settlements the plateau C}  OlcC! Skılled people moved elsewhere, the

glass and clothing industry UÜAHI6 complete standstıiıll because Of the ack of supplies and
because of the HNoodıng of the markets ıth cheap European IMNass manufactured go0ods I )ue the
ack of securıty the Ha]] piılgrims ypasse Hebron brahım Pasha’s short-lıved rule In Palestine

.completely destroyed the CCONOMY of Hebron and ıs VICINITY. Only after the Tanzımat
reforms (1856) amılıes egan refiurn Hebron and started ehuıld thef houses,
COommunıIıcCcatıon networks, el ceiera By 875 ıt resumed hıgh degree of ıts former role A UOIC-

Cenire In the perıpheral region (Polkehn Ihe dramatıc changes In the fortunes of
Hebron VerT such short per10d DOoINts the intrıcate relatiıonshıp between O and perıpheral
Stiructures wıthın A supranatıonal wor|! system. Economıiıc interrelatedness and prestige goods
systems AaCCOUNL for much of the socı1a| and polıtıcal transformatıons In Hebron

Thıs research Wäas carrıed Out al the Bıblısch-Archäologisches Instıtut of the Universıity of übıngen In
1992. Fiınancıal upportL of the Centre for Research Development of the Human ScCIeENCESs Research
Councıl and of the Alexander VON um Foundatıon IS acknowledged gratefully. deeply
indeDfe« ıts dırector, Prof Sıegfried Mıttmann for hıs ‚upport and hospitalıity.
According {[0 Dothan and Gıtın(the sılver DIECES dıscovered al Tel ıqne served AS
In the seventh cCenlury about the NC time that mınted CO1INS WEIC first eiıng sed ın the eastern
Mediterranean hasın. hers that three SYSIEMS of weights and WEIC operatıve in
Palestine reflecting the dıversity of the CCONOIN Y (Ephal ave 1993:62).
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