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IH  m DEDICATED TITREASURES BUILDINGS WITHIN IH  m OUSLE YHWH  e E e
OM COVERINGS5 FOR SHERAH (2 INGS 7)j

aV Na Um an Tel AVvıv

The Asherah has ecently een the focus of ManYy studıes 1C| ave examıned all biblical references

the goddess and her cult in detail! Josjah’s reform and the destruction of the of Asherah hold

central place the discussıon

2Kgs 23 relates how the I, Was removed from the temple of Jerusalem and burnt ground to ust

and scattered The (ExT of (T IN old [UX ıterpreium avıng [WO ambiguous terms hatte 14Qq desim

and hattım. The second ı15 translated ad "hangings", COVCINES ,
148 vestmentTSs , cCurlfams eIC and

VarıOUus explanatıons have ecen {ffered for the lierm 1C. normally Cans "houses'  n2 The term desim,
which 15 the ‚ubject of hıs IS translated varıousliy "male prostitutes", "cultic prostilules U[

"unorthodox cultıc officıalsn 3 Owever scholars ave recentiy demonstrated that sacred prostitulion
exıisted ancıen!| Israel and hat the desim dıd nOL play part fertility rituals of anYy kınd The recentL

suggestion that hey be. regarde ASs cultic officıals I5 also noL CONVINCINE (Jen 13 and Deut 273 1/ 18

indıcate that the q desim engaged primarıly ı11 sexual activity“.
Furthermore, dA! unorthodox term for cultic officıals, namely k märim, mentioned ı the description of

Josiah’s reform, and the aPPCaTaNnce of second term designate the SdINC class of priests would be

redundant
The desım WETC obviously male prostlılules whose hıre Was deliıvered the temple 15 often suggested

that they WEIC part of the emple personnel and served wıthın ICS confines assumpthıon that 15 entirely
dependent ll the text of 2Kgs 273 However, the reference of the q desim 15 far from conclusıve

Fl accordıng {O the Book of Kıngs, the q desiım WEIC the and" the days of ehoboam, .gs
14 24) and WEIC removed Dy Asa .Zs 15 12) and Jehoshaphat (22 47) Ihey arc not ncluded 111 the hıst of
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"Manasseh’s sıns" agaılnst whiıch Josjah’s reform Wäas diırected. Thus, ANYONC readıng the hıstory of the

Kıngdom of SINCE the time of Jehoshaphat and findıng there mention of the q desim would have

conclude in VIEW of the internal SCYUCHCE of events that they WEIC abolıishe: and had disappeared ong
before the time of Josiah®.

Second, the long-term SErVICE of male prostitutes wıthın the temple of Jerusalem IS nowhere else

mentioned in the If q desim part of the offıcıal cultic personne! of the emple ıt concevable

that they woul. nOL have. een mentioned ıIn An Y of the bıblical (hat ecriticıze the temple and ıfs cult?

Thırd, there 1sS 1318 reasonable explanatıon tor the assumed mManufacture of the Asherah coverıings ın the

NOUSES of the q desim. Why hould the garments tor the image of Asherah be OVecn ([ embroidered in such

unlıkely place?
All these difficulties dısappear ONCC WC make minor change of vocalızatıon and read the CONSONaNiS

qdsym dAS qodasım (instead of q ' desim), translatıng hatte haqgqodasım ASs "buiıldıngs of he dedicated [TCASU-

res  . The act of donatıon emple IS well known Irom bıblıcal and ancıent Near LEastern documents® and

1S attrıbuted in the Deuteronomistic Hıstory only "righteous" Kıngs: AaVI! 2Sam 8,11), Solomeon .gs
519 Asa S and ehoash (2Kgs 12195 Wılhin the history of the 00| of Kings ıf

definıte PUrpOsSC. LO xplaın how the temple’s [reasures O gathered before being transferred {[0 loreign
kings (Sh  al 1Kgs 14;, Ben 1Kgs 15,18; Hazael 2Kgs

The 4  edicated treasures bulldıngs" 2ArCc the sStoOres in whıich the ([reasures of ihe temple WEITIC assembled.
Each temple had its (W! StOres which must have included combinatıon of depositories and workshops®.
2Kgs 23}4 indicates that the coverings of the image of Asherah WEIC WOVCI by CXpert WOMECN in such

workshops and that Josiah has destroyed nol only the image of Asherah but also the workshops and

STOTrero0Oms In which her n{s WeEeTrCc manufactured and Kept.
Elıminating the q desim from ‚Zs 23} MaYy contrıibute better understandıng of the rm Qades and

q desa in bıblical Hebrew aAIC designations for male and female prostitutes whose hıre W il delivered (0 the

temple agaınst the ZzZOna who took her Wg for hersell Thıs In of prosutulion profitable tor the

temple, 1C| at times INnay have. organızed ıf and erhaps encouraged the prostitutes act NCalr the cult

places. However, evidence SUggCS! that q desim OTr q desöt  65 WETE members of the personnel of the

Jerusalem temple in the moönarchıal per10d. Theır partıcıpation INUuSsSL have taken place ON other than

membershiıp in the temple staff?
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