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saim (} and Its Neıghbors In the Psalter
T’he ( ontextOPsalter / Background for Interpreting Psalms

Ihomas Hieke, Bamberg'

In 913 the German cholar HERMANN UNKEL stated: “An internal order
of the Psalms has not been handed down: In the collection of the Psalter each
SONS stands by tself, and have ng Jom it wıth the preceeding the

595 |following ON simılar assertion WAas repeated in the Introduction the
Psalms Perhaps it W as thıs attıtude of the influentijal cholar that Was the
TCASON why ONEC surveyed the coherence of the psalms ın the collections of
the Psalter for INanı y decades In rıe study in 9672 ESTERMANN trıed
fınd form-eriıtical crıteria for the groupıng of the psalms: The collections
structured Dy psalms of the indıvıdual and the communlıty, psalms of pralise and
psalms of lament.* In the last ecades psalm exegesI1s ventured beyond the
confines ( form crit1ic1sm, and ONg other thıngs the Psalter AdSs ole
“b00k” moved nto the center of academıiıc interest. The attempt discern the
purpose placement of psalms wıthın the collections rece1ved growing
scholarly attention.“ large number of publications the topıc ape

aper read at the NNUA Meeting of the Soclety of Bıblıcal Lıterature (Book of Psalms
Section) In New Orleans, November 1996.— TIhe author would ıke CXDTCSS hıis
gratitude Proft. Sterling Bjorndahl, Camrose, Canada, for Man helpful COMMEeNntTtS

UNKEL (191 93 (author's translatıon).
See (JUNKEL/BEGRICH (1933) 434
See WESTERMANN (1962) 278-284 He observes that the he had delimıted
concentrate the collections of the Psalter WI few exceptions), C lament psalms of
the indıvıdual AdIC only found In Pss 2543 and 5172 arger SI0 UDS of hymns only In
the second half of the Psalter
For g00d introduction thıs 1SSue Nlr the volume of collected CSSayS edıted Dy
ANN (1993). Shape and Shapıng of the Psalter.” It contaıns artıcles the
method and ıts applıcatiıon (by MAYS., URPHY, RUEGGEMANN,
ILSON, HOWARD, ILLER and MCCANN) and g1ves references scholarly
Iıterature. ote furthermore the C55ayS in the Aprıl, 997 1Ssue of the journal Interpretation
(MCCANN, WILSON and others) and the basıc work of ILSON (1985) Edıting of
the Hebrew Psalter.” GILLINGHAM (1994) 232-237, and (1995), 265-2609, SU]l
the of research. In the German speakıng TCa HOSSFELD/ZENGER EI9933,
(introduction wıth further references lıterature; SCC Iso ZENGER (1991) 397-413),

(1993) and MILLARD (1994) PUTrSUC thıs subject. starts wıth tradıtion-
historical investigation of the Psalter. ILLARD form-eriıitical analysıs of the
Psalter whole book In his study Psalm ONS (1994), 260-264, examınes the
relatıonshıp of Psalm Pss 30, 32 and 33 In sımılar WaY (1995). 285-290,
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and Shapıng of the Psalter” appeared, including, of COUTSC, the work of
the Book of Psalms Section wıthın the Society of 1Ca| Lıterature. Let
first present SOTNC consıderations about the WaYy how want appIiy thıs
approac the analysıs of sıngle psalm Second, 11l demonstrate
example: salm 80 and its ne1ghbors In the Psalter

The startıng pomint for psalm exegesI1s IS the sıngle psalm In its indıvıdual
form, structure, and content The question for intentional grouping of psalms
and the Psalter 928  5 etaıle investigatıons of the and the hıstorical
or0 Psalter. Wıth thıs data In mınd ONC { to detect hermeneutical
and theologıica perspectives of planned and consıdered arrangement of the
psalms. The Book of Psalms 15 nNOL coincıdental conglomeratıon of sıngle
texXx(Ts, but ıt has provable shape and hapıng gulded Dy theologıca interests.?
The composıtıon of the psalms ın the collections of the Psalter therefore has
theologıica meanıng and intention of its Thıs 15 er iımportant step
ın the hıstory of UuUsSc and Te-UuSs of the partıcular psalm by the communıty. The
WaYy In 1C certaın psalm 15 worked into collection has ımportant
implıcatıons for its interpretation: The 11Cc  S sıtuational frame, 1.e the psalm
part of collection book, and the NCW lıterary contexft, 1.e the psalm and ıts
ne1ghbors, ODCI NCW horiızons of meanıng and (GJERSTENBERGER states

"Every psalm that 1S stitched ıts assoclate texts make completely N  S

Statements In the cContext of ıts neighborhood.”” The influence of the context of
the psalm ıts function and MECSSALC Must be considered.’ In addıtion, ON Can

analyses the neighborhood of Psalm 7 $ Le. ıts relatıon Psalms 76 and In 1976,
BARTH investigated the question of concatenatıo in the Fırst ook of the Psalter (Pss 1-41)
WILSON (1992). 129, presents the indıcators of thıs shape and shapıng and the interests
behind them Especınally the psalms al the SCAaInıs of the “books” of the Psalter (Pss 1’ 2 43
89, 150) play important role in ese ınvestigations. - On the ther hand
(GJERSTENBERGE! (1994) 3-13, calls in question well-rounded cConcept of the Psalter ıth
leadıng theologıcal ideas.
GERSTENBERGER (1994) (author's translatıon).
In h1s study Psalm 77 (1995) 285-290, examınes the relatıonshıp of salm
the immediately preceeding and followıng psalms ın sımılar WaY salm 15 closer
connected Psalm F than 7 E 1e€e there 15 break between and 7 C and z poımints
back the lament psalms 73/74) al the beginning. On the er end salm 15 1ghtly
bound Psalm 7 > which works theological interpretation for the “open end” of Psalm

The decline of the Joseph trıbes 15 0od’s Judgment the disobedient people; Judah and
Jerusalem, the Davıdıic kıngdom and OUnN! Zion the only instıtutions for Yahweh’s

Both psalms UINC together in theır relatıon the Moses tradıtion (compare 77°6
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earn VeErYy much about the oughts and intentions of the people that compıle
the collections: By the WadYy they placed each psalm they reveal how they
understood the individual psalm, and, [1NOTC ımportant, hOow they wanted the
psalm be understood. So gaın L1NOTC insıghts nto the theologica ideas and
oughts of the AT of the psalms.

H

TIhe results of thıs approac Can be shown wıth Psalm 8 ds example.
salm Ü chares the superscrıption mN> wıth the surroundıng psalms. Most
studies the sap. collection mention the COININON elements of salm S () wıth
the other sap. psalms.“ (n the extual surface salm 8() 1S connected to the
preceding salm 79 Dy several “catchword connectlions, ” and in sımiılar WdYy
salm Ü 15 Iınked salm by of COINMMON terminology and motıfs.

Psalm 79 ends wıth the self designatıon of the people before (G0d SE}
of YOUTr pasture, ” ıle salm Ü begins wıth the vocatıve “o shepher: of
Israel.” Both psalms chare the followıng elements: the appeal for help (see 79:9
8.15:16:20); and for VENZCANCEC UDON the enemiı1es (see 79:6; er
the questions °“How long?” (ın 705 wıth Can In 80:5 wıth A A and
SPes (ın 79:10 and 80 13 wıth s  35) “Flre” metaphor for the Judgment
15 OUnN:! iın Ps 78:21::63:; 79:5 nd . 80:17 “God’ face” (D7325) plays
ımportant role the object of the DTIaycr in salm 70° 1 (translate: ASs “before
n) and ın the refraın in salm 8() ““"Jef yOUr face shıne, that INa Yy be
saved_.” In salm 79:6 the heathens 111 be punıshed, because they dıd NOLT call
Out the NaIine of (G0d in pralse, and in salm 80:19 thıs cultıc pralise 1S promıised.
AIl these elements led {O the arrangement of the Psalms F: 79, and 0 ıIn that

ere AICc sımılar connectlions between salm 8() and SC
functions dS des1gnatıon for the people of Israel ın salm 80:2 and 8 ]  ON
“E  t” and the tradıtion of the exodus dICc mentioned 1ın salm 80:9 and B

(see also salm 78:12,43,51). C 1S tfurther key word meanıngz
“testimony” and “decree.” Thıs term plays ımportant role iın salm
and S 1  ON In Psalm Ü ITA Was put nto the superscrIıption. The topıc “exodus
from Egypt  7 and speech ın salm FF AS kınd of allSWeT to the

ıth eut al and 8R ıth eut 32700 and both cshare the shepherd-flock
metaphor (Psalm TE shows Moses the leader of the flock:; 7870 presents Davıd the
...  NEW Moses’’).
See ILLMAN (1976) SCHELLING (1985); NASUTI (1988) (1995) 2472A0
The numberıing follows the Hebrew (Masoretic) text.
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“Why?”-question in salm 80 dIc probably the Casons why salm ( and
WeTEC arranged in thıs sequence. “

However, the placement of salm 80 15 not only due those structural and
semantıc relatiıons. It sShows how the edıtors ere the sap. Collectors
understood the (EXT, 0)8 how they wanted salm 8() fOo be understood. salm 79
almost certainly bewaıls the catastrophe In 586 B  m So the collectors that
placed salm SÜ after salm 79 concelived and used the psalm ASs appropriate
reactiıon to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Exile. *' As salm 78 closes wıth
the election of the Davıdıc ings and Mount Zi0n, salm 79 aments OVeOT the
destruction and OSS of these divıne institutions ın almost immediate
succession.'?* salm S eSUMmM«es the metaphor of .  sheep and shepherd” from
O:} and O: the catastrophe of Jerusalem In broader natıonal context The
metaphor of the wıne sShows thıs overarchıng VIeEW of the ole people of God
I+ OIlC reads these psalms ın theır canoniıcal5 OTIC certamly notices that
they dıd not COM ınto eing Success1ively and that they WEeTC not esıgne for
thıs cluster of CX However, ıt also becomes obviıous NOWw the compıilers and
tradents of thıs cluster (Psalm 78, 79, and 80) understood these PrayCrS, namely
in the 1g of traumatiıc rejection of the Daviıdıic ings and Mount 10N ın
the 6th Century. Thıs topıc also domıinates salm 89, *C rounds Book I1
of the Psalter (Psalms 73-8 Most of the communal aments WeTEe put in thıs
1Tr book of the Psalter.'® Here 15 obvıous intention for delıberate
formatıon at work.

In thıs context the hıstory of salm X() eaps to the CYC robably the basıc
stock of the text from the late 8th cen The reference the three
trıbes Ephraım, Benjamın, and Manasseh m1g pomint the last of the
Northern Kıngdom, 1.e€ the puppet state’ 1C Tiglath-Pileser 111 left OVeT

after hıs campaıgn yrıa and Palestine in 733 Thıs Arca, desceribed by the
terrıtory of the trıbes of Ephraım and Manasseh and presumably also (at least

10 See SCHELLING (1985) 240 SCHELLING presents such analysıs for all Asaph psalms.
Wıth thıs data he DTOVECS the obvıous intention of the collectors fashıon well-rounded
formatıon.
See (1988)

12 See CCGCANN (ın id. 1993))
13 See (1988) (ın id. (1993) 96-100) demonstrates how the

arrangemen‘' of communal aments together wıth MN} of hope in oo0k 111 15 intentional
composition: It wants elaborate the experlences of the Exiıle and dıaspora, but also the
feelıngs of 191%)  S hope for the faıthful communlıty. By thıs collective reinterpretation under
the impression of faıled Davıdıc Covenant and the FExıle the sıngle psalms in NCW

lıght
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parts of) Benjamın Was egarded the COTEC of Israel fter decade of wartfare
the Assyrıan ings Shalmaneser and Sargon 11{ conquered thıs °rest’ of the
Northern Kıngdom and destroyed the capıtal Samarıa and the other cıties iın the
Ephraimite hıll COUNIrY (722/720). Thıs catastrophe of the people of Israel Can

be plausıble background for the communal lament salm 0) oss1bly
efugees from the Northern Kıngdom fled after the fall of Samarıa Jerusalem
and, ringing theır tradıtions wıth them, created communal|l lament for publıc
rıtual al the temple. The result, salm S0, asks ahwe abaoth, the Lord of
osts, that he m1g turn his face of salvatıon h1is people AaNC W and that he
111 estore the former prosperIity of the kıngdom, it 15 known irom the times
ofavı and olomon

Thıs psalm Wds handed down in the tradıtion. The results of lıterary
eriticısm sShow that 18 15 secondary part of the text Syntax and
terminology suggest that ıt 15 PDraycr for indivıdual DCTSON, probably
Davıdıc Kıng (compare Psalms Da 18:36; 2027 59:22: 10:1 salm
The statement that God made thıs kıng strong does nNnOoL fıt nto the polıtıcal and
soc1a|] sıtuation of the Sth century It 15 much INOTE plausıble that the theolog1ans
of the time of Kıng Josı1ah (7th century) supplemented the psalm wıth thıs
supplicatıon. The edıtors updated the texTi for the NC  S sıtuation of the powerful
ruler Josıah and hıs ambıtions extend h1ıs control nto the old terrıtory of the
Northern kıngdom °restoration’ which salm Ü asks for.

Nothıing stands agaınst the assumption that SOMMEC decades later salm Ü
Was applıed the sıtuation 51 the 6th century the destruction of Jerusalem and
the X11e galn, salm 8() served ASs powerful praycr otf communal lament.
I hat salm 8() Was used and concel1ved bewaıiıl the catastrophe of 586 and the
following IS attested Dy those who put the text in sequel wıth salm 79
For the later sap collectors it W as clear that both psalms refer the SAaillec

incıdent, the uın of Jerusalem ıIn the 6th century.
The composıtıon of salm Ü wıth makes the theologıca intentions of

the sap collectors isıble salm 15 the NSWEeT thez question of
salm 8 () (verse L5} salm 8() does not contaın confession of SIN guilt, and
there 15 TrACce of an Yy explanatıon for the immense distress OT anı y solution of
the problem. The conflıct between the tradıtiıon of promi1ses and h1is
1delıty and the present desperate condıtion of his people, * the question of
eodicy 15 left OPDCN. salm 3Ü ends wıth appeal for help, and there 15
anıSWeTr the [WO questions of and 13 ıIn the psalm iıtself. salm 81,

14 For the 1SSUEe of the conflıct of faıth and experlience in the psalms CD the study of BROYLES
(1989) psalms of lament and complaınt.
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however, remembers agaın the of the exodus and the ee of G0d
agaınst ZYp (verse 6 but 11O from point of VIEW (verses 7-17) In hıs
speech G0d mentions the testing of the people al Merıbah (verse ö hıs
commandment nNnOTt to adore another God (verses 9-10), hıs promise to take CT

of the people (verse EI); and, above all, God ewaıls the diısobedience and the
tubborn hearts of hıs people (verses 12-17 By ( W statement In salm
Fa ıt becomes clear and obvıous for the reader of both psalms, that thıs
dısobedience, these tubborn hearts, theır O W counsels AdIc the TCAasSson for the
catastrophe of the people and the UCCESSS5 of the enemı1es that salm <
complaıns about It 15 noTt absence wrath that Causecs the rouble
of the people, salm Ü ıtself m1g uggest (compare Thıs
observatıon cshows hOWw sıngle psalm, here salm 80, 111 be interpreted ALICW

by inserting ıt into collection and Dy connecting it to 1fs ne1ghbor psalms.
1L1ICW horızon of and understandıng arises !> IT hıs NECW hor1zon, thıs LIC

CVCH contradıct the or1ginal intention and expression of the text Just
iın the Case of salm SÖ the sharp accusatıon of (J0d in thıs text geis softened,
vVen neutralızed by speech In salim 1715 The question of eodicy
raised earlıer 15 answered: “Israel WOUuU NOL submuıt So DaVC them OVCT

theır tubborn hearts, follow theır () W counsels. that IMY people WOU
lısten 1901  C that Israel WOU alk in ways! Then WOU quıickly subdue
theır enemı1es, and turn M Y hand agaınst theır foes.”

Ihus salm 8() gets LIC  S face Dy ıts placement In the sap. collection
between Psalms 79 and Its ne1ghbors shed e  S 1g the IGXL. and its
understandıng becomes dıfferent from ıts or1ıgınal Its metaphors gaın
N  S topıcalıty: The prayıng communıty has the estroye Jerusalem, the LrOODS
of the greag Ö Babylon and the plunderıng ne1ghborhood natıons (6.2..
om before theır CYCS. To be SUTC, the psalm 15 ST1 desperate lament of the
people, yel the aıthful dırect theır word towards God, and yel the
question remaıns unanswered. But already salm trıes g1ive answer:
The question about God and hıs attıtude towards the dıistress of the people
be solved in COTINTMMON theologica way The disobedience and the tubborn

15 In sımılar WaY Psalm E 1S the NeW horizon of interpretation for Psalm 7 C
(1995) 290, pomNts Out (see above, ote

16 The OPCIH question of theodicy 15 answered accordıng Concept which in be
called “deuteronomistic”: hıs of theologıans has learned TOmM the prophets of
judgment and interprets the fall of Jerusalem follows: Not YHWH but Israel and ıts
continuous dısobedience responsıble for the fact that the natıonal ex1istence of the people
of (10d eclmne: and the Davıdıc kıngdom ceased exıist (for the 1Ssue of the
Deuteronomistic Hıstory SCC MN} INan others ALBERTZ (1992) 400)
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hearts make ıt impossible for G0d do g00d things for hıs people TOom the
combinatıion of salm S() and evelops catechetic cConcept of rel1210us
educatıon by question and AaNSWEeT. The question 1S the communal lament of
salm 80, the NsSWer 1S Q W) speech In salm (verses 12-1 Perhaps
here 1eSs the fırst step of the transıtiıon irom the word of human eing
(communal ament) the word of (G0d (the Psalter ASs Holy Scripture).

111

The fırst step of psalm exeges1s 1S the etaıle: analysıs of the ındıvıdual
text its form, Struciure, content, and setting. Sometimes ıt 1S poss1ble fınd
hypothesıs for placıng the psalm in certaın hıstorical sıtuation that has SOINE

probabiılity. And sometimes, OT often, it 1S possible fınd Out what the psalm
in the sıtuation it Was probably wriıtten In But thıs primary orıginal

and setting Can change in the hıstory of use and TEC-US Dy the communıity,
have learned from the example salm S0 The ne1ghbors of psalm cshed

Hla  S 1g the single text that Can L11IC  S He  S INCSSaLC. Thıs
INCSSaLC, the statement the psalm makes IN Lfs neighborhood, Can be dıfferent
Irom the “or1g1inal sense,” and therefore it has be consıdered In psalm
exegesI1s, how the ne1ghbors of psalm change ıts “face ” Thıs changıng of the

15 often due intentional groupıng of the psalms. TOM the composıtıon
of the psalms ONC Can learn much about the theologıca. ideas and D of
the cırcles that produce the collections of the Psalter. In the Aa4sSe of salm 80
and OUnN! Out concept of rel1g10us educatıon, question amen and
adillSwWeTlT (God’s peech)

Thıs kınd of investigatıon demonstrated wiıth salm 8() cshould be part
of V  y interpretation of single psalm Thıs l rNng 1W insıghts In the
history of the psalm between its formatıon and its placement In the
(Psalter). So earn how the communıty of the psalm collectors understood
and re-used the partıcular psalm, and Can confront thıs understandıng wıth
the comprehensıion of that psalm that have ın OUT WOT. Furthermore, DYy
thıs methodological aspect ONEC Can get INOTE owledge about overarchıng
hermeneutical and theologıca princıples of the psalm collectors. Thus the
investigatiıon of the ne1ghborhood Conftfext of sıngle psalm 11l also rng
LNOTC 1g into the mysterlies of the shape and hapıng of the Psalter.
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