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JIhe Jjalogue hbetween Kıng aVIl! and al the Giıttıite 18 the fırst of fıve dialogues

reported In the narratıve of Davıd’s ESCADC from hıs capıtal Jerusalem al the time of

Absalom’s revolt (2 SsSsam 15:13-16:14). Just before the etreat irom the CItv, Davıd

reviewed the {roops that remalned loyal to hım. er the professional {roops of the

Cherethites and Pelethites marched contingent of SIX hundred IMenNn rom Gath Davı

urged eır leader al fo fturn hback o Jerusalem, “for VvoOu ATC Sn foreıgner, an also An

exıle irom VOUTr ome. You Ca onliy yesterday, an todayv make yOu wander

about WI u seeing o KknOow not where?” (v 20) But al remaıns oya to the

fleemg kıng and SWEALTS to share hıs fate (v “* ASs the ord Ir an ord the

kıng lıves, wherever the ord ıng be, whether for ea for lıfe, ere 1Iso

wiıll YOUur servant e Hıs loyalty 15 in marked contrast fo the conduct of salom, the

king SON, an the people of Judah who rebelle agamst eır ord it IS clear that the

uthor deliberately chose foreigner s () fo emphasıze the reachery of the king S‘O  —g

and hıs followers DY contrast wWw1 the foreigner’s devotion 4aN loyalty (in addıition {o the

commentarıes, SCcCC Fokkelman 1981 175-183; Görg 1991; Ehrlich 1996 36, 122-125)

ttaı S, doubt, ıterarvy fıgure devised by the author to play partıcular ole in

the narratıve and fOo CONV: certaıin OUuU the kıng and hıs adversarlıes. T he

etymology of his unclear, although WE MaYV expect S non-Semuitic origin (see

Delcor 1978 411-413). What kind of socıal background dıd the narraftor aVve ıin mind iın
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the portrait of Ittaı? He led contingent of S1X hundred —_  — “who er him ToOom

Gath” (v 18b) * After hım (brelw)” d the stands, CLl refer onliy fo avıd; but such

interpretation makes lıttle S  9 an reference fo al 1s wanted here. It S‘  9

therefore, that Ittaı’s a fell due fo haplography, an that he W as the orıgınal subject

of ‘fafter him  27 (see C, Saich 18599 344;: Driıver 1913 313)

In biblical historiography nıt of SIX hundred n} stands for brigade/band

(g‘düd) alama 1954 432-433; 1970 ere unmistakable paralle between

Daviıd an al Ihe former W 4as d leader of band of SIX hundred en (1 Ssam 235413

Z 30:9) who fled rom the kıng of Ysrael an sought helter in the errıtory of Achish

of Gath; the latter W as of ath who CAM«€« wWI hIis hband fo Jerusalem, Israel’s

capıtal.
Ittaı's image leader of band of outlaws 15 supported DY Sam al

the Giıttite passed Ü ıth all h1s an all the hlıttle (faf}) who were ıth hım”.

The combinatıon of contingent of warrliors plus an ren IS pical of

ands, an 1S mentioned several times in the stories of Davıd’s wanderings (1 Ssam

211238 -  ,  . Sam 2:2-3) The migrating Danıites 4ATre ıkewise epicte A

brıgade of SIX hundred armed IMNCHN, ell 15 children (faf), cattle an chafttels udg

18:11, 16-17, 20) The narrator deseribed the anıtes’ behavıour INOTre brigand-like

than pastora: clan, an their WaYy of lıfe O0e€eSs not differ ToOom that of er an of

utlaws depicte ın the (Le., the an of Jeptah, avld, Gaal, an Sheba)

(Na’aman 1986 278-285, ıth earlıer lıterature).

The migrating an known In the ancıent Near Kastern SOUTCES Dy the

‘Apiru (see Bottero 1972-75; 1980; Lemche 1992, ıth earher lıterature). People

designated ‘Apıru wWeTC uproote: rom eır original political an socıal background
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and forced fo adap fO eceW envıronment. Ihe organızatıon of the fugıtıves ın d band

under prominent leader W d ON WaY of adaptıng the NCW cıircumstances In foreign
land. The predatory nature of such an resulte from eır socıal status. In the COUT'SEC

of time, members of bands marrıed, had 1  ren, and eır numbers increased. Hence

the inclusıon of and ren the members of the band, and the eed fo

find helter and protection ıin the iramework of INOTEC stable socıjal and polıtıcal enttıtıes

Of all the scholars wh discussed the Ittai's socıal tatus, M1 343) UAINe the

closest {O the target when he wrote: “He (LE., Ittaı) W dand forced to adapt to a new environment. The organization of the fugitives in a band  under a prominent leader was one way of adapting to the new circumstances in a foreign  land. The predatory nature of such bands resulted from their social status. In the course  of time, members of bands married, had children, and their numbers increased. Hence  the inclusion of women and children among the members of the band, and the need to  find shelter and protection in the framework of more stable social and political entities.  Of all the scholars who discussed the Ittai’s social status, Smith (1899: 343) came the  closest to the target when he wrote: “He (ie., Ittai) was ... a soldier of fortune, who had  just enlisted in David’s service with a hand of followers”.  Classifying Ittai as a leader of a migrating band at once clarifies his figure as  described in 2 Sam 15:18-22. David calls him a “foreigner” addressing him as “exile  from your home”, thereby defining his social status as an uprooted migrant. He and his  band (g‘düd) of six hundred men, with their wives and children (faf), found shelter in  David’s court and served as mercenaries. Hence iheir place besides the professional  troops of the Cherethites and the Pelethites in David’s review of his troops. The  appointment of Ittai to command over third of the troops that fought against Absalom,  along with Joab and Abishai (2 Sam 18:2), was t.he king’s reward for his loyalty.  As noted above, the figure of Ittai is literary and was created in order to convey  messages about the care of the king for those who served him, and about the devotion of  the foreigner in contrast to the treachery of the king’s son and his followers (Fokkelman  1981: 179-183). Ittai, the leader of a band of outlaws, is in a situation similar to that of  David in his youth, and this accounts for the sympathy that David must have felt for him  (as noted correctly by Fokkelman). Moreover, on leaving Jerusalem, David was  embarking on a second exile, and he would naturally feel close to another person who  24oldıer of fortune, who had

Just enıstfe: in Davıd’s servıice ıth hand of followers

Classıfyıng al leader of migrating hband aft NC clarıfıes hISs figure
deseribed ıIn Sam 15:1383-22 Davıd calls hım “foreigner” addressing hım “eyiıle

irom VOUur home  27  9 thereby efining hıs socıal status AN a uproote migrant He an hıs

hband (g“dud) of SIX hundred INCH, ıth eır WIVes an ren (faf), oOun helter in

Davıd’s court and served mercenarıies. Hence eır place besides the professional

{roops of the Cherethites an the Pelethıtes in Davıd’s review of hIis {roops. The

appoıntment of al fo command Ver Ir of the {roops that fought agaınst Absalom,

along ıth Joab an Abıshaıl (2 Sam 18:2), W as the kıng’s reward for hıs loyalty
As noted above, the figure of Ittaı 1S lıterary and W asS reated ın order o CONVECY

oOu the Care of the kıng for OSse wh served hım, an ou the devotion of

the foreigner in contrast the reachery of the kıng’s SO  n and his followers (Fokkelman

19851 179-183). al, the leader of d band of outlaws, ıin A sıtuatiıon sımılar to that of

aVl ın hıs you and n1s accounts for the sympathy that aVl must ave felt for hiıim

(as note: correctily by Fokkelman). Moreover, eavıng Jerusalem, aVIl! W as

embarkıng Sa second exıle, and he would naturally feel close another PCrSON who
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had eft hıs omelan In creating the secondary figure of al, the author of the StOFrYy

deliberately devısed ONE that shares COMMON elements ıth the maın hero, aVvıd,

hereby makıng the substance of hIS narratıve richer.
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