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Tensile Etymology for _Aaron: ’ahäaäron ’ahälon V
Michael Homan San 1620

Past solve the question of Aaron’s etymology ave een unconvincing.'
CcCholars seekıing solutions from Semitic ave are: poorly, findıng only LAl Syrıan
cognate H3 1C “J;hidinous/lascivious‘‘.“ Others ınk Aaron’s AdMec the sacred ark

( ‘arön  e  } claımıng the definıte ıcle a! through metathesıs became the second FrOOL letter.“

Cholars ave one slıghtly better wıth Egyptian etymologıes, hıs would fıt other vıtical

Nanles from Egypt such Moses, ınehas, and Hophni.” Among propose Egyptian
etymologıes dIC real 1S the ame  « rn) “Horus“ (hwr). hus it in the absence of

CaSy etymology, aIic drıven the far etched
An explanatıon whiıch better fits Aaron’s occupatıon maıntaıiıner of the Tabernacle 1S

hat hıs Ad1i1c 1S sımply Egyptianized form of Semiuitic 'hl ıth adjectival suffix -ON);

hence, "aharön WOU INCAauNl ‘“tent-man.‘“ The use of ’hl in personal 15 commonly
attested.’ The ‚gyptian anguage, in the absence of sound, replaced foreign ıth 00aa

Hence, Spencer wriıtes, meanıng of the ame ‘Aaron’ 1S uncertaın, oug: it 15 perhaps
erıved from Egyptlan”, ın ‘*“Aaron““, ARD

GesenI1us, Thesaurus Philologicus Criticus Linguae Hebraeae el Chaldaeae Veteris Testament
(1829) .33

eVver; Die Israeliten und ihre Nachbarstämme (1906) pp.93-94. ome hat the tıtle
„SONs of the ark“®® (b’ne haä’däron) became SONS of Aaron“ '’ahäron) and eventually became
personifie: in the character Aaron. See Bennett, Exodus, Century ıble (London,

For the gyptian derivatıon of Man Yy Hebrew SCC Noth, Die Israelitischen
Personennamen, 63-

For the "name 1S great” etymology, SCcC Hösl, Zur orientalischen Namenskunde: Marıa Moses
Aaron. Eine philologische Studie Leıden, 85 For D TeVIEW of other less lıkely

‚gyptlan candıdates, includıng Horus, SCC Görg, "Aaron VON einem ıtel zZzu Namen &i

Biblische otizen 37 (1986) 11-17, who the amıc Aaron from gyptıan
title meanıng „Oberer‘.

Similarly, the suffix Call be dimınutıve, Barth, Nominalbildung In den Semitischen
Sprachen, e1pPZ1g, l (n adjectival DC, SCS Gesen1us, Hebrew Grammar, 7nd
Englısh edition Oxford Clarendon, Hebrew COomparı1sons nclude ISON lıttle man),
$“pipön  v (adder), sahärön (new-moon), and saww*’rönım (necklace)

In the Hebrew Bıble, ote Oholı1ab, Oholı:bamah, Oholah, Oholıbah, and hel from the
City of avı includes the personal ame hl,; in Shıloh, D TrOup of Hebrew Bullae from the
City of Davıd- IEJ (1986) 29, ceal from burıal Cave Mount Zion reads
Ihmy'hl, In Davıes and Kloner, D Burıal (Cave I8 the Late Israelıte Perio0d of the Slopes of
Mit. Zi0on, “Qadmoniot (1978) 8-19 ebrew), Phoenıcıan nclude 'hlmlk, gr ’hl,
and ALlb’T in Benz, Personal Names in the Phoenicıan and Puniıc Inscriptions ome 1Ca

Z



hus the amle Israel 1S represented ysr ır the erneptah stele, and Ptolemy 1S rendered

the Rosetta ere ATC multıple recordings of 'hr for F  tent  .. gypthan records

beginning in the New Kingdom.° Furthermore, the INAanı y Egyptian Namle: of Semitic

derıvatıon ex1ists Sth Oth dynasty stable master named 'aharaya,2apparently
“Yahwe 18 tent.  669 The [WO forms and -ON Iso OUuUnN! in the [WO Samson

(SımSON) and Shımshai ImMSaYy. in Judges 13 and B7ra respectively. Aaron’s nomıiınal

derivation Irom ’h 18 ere| Dy attestation f the Semitic 961881° "hln (tent-man) OUuUnN:!

amudıc rock inscription. ” Strengths of hıs etymology aIic AdIine corresponding Aaron’s
duties and Egyptian derıvatıiıon sımılar h1is fellow Levıtes

Institute Press, 60, 262, and Al in aven, Phoeniciıan ()straca from Tel Dr in
olving Riddles nd Untying Knots, Fs Greenfield Wınona Lake Eisenbrauns, DPP
1-6 Sabaean ave een OUnN! eadıng and 'hl ‘ttr in Halevy, Inscriptions
sabeennes (1872) 46.2 CIH ASETE.- AA ST NSee also Ryckmans, Les Noms DFODVES SUuL
semitiques, Iome Repertoire analytıque (Bıblıotheque du Museon Louvaın, DD D A
Fınally ıhyanıc '’hlbn 1S recorded in Morıiıtz, “Edomutische Genealogıien, “ Z  Z (1926)
& Hoch, Semuitic Words In gyptian Texts of the New Kingdom and Third Intermediate Period
(Princeton: Princeton University Press,

Schneıider, Asıatiısche Personennamen INn Ägyptischen Quellen des Neuen Reiches 1S
ICUS el Orientalıs 114 (Freıburg, 5-0i FOor other examples of ‚gyptian
from Semitic Or1g1ns, K Gıveon, The Impact of ‚2YP ON Canaan 15 Biblicus e{ Orientalıs

(Göttingen, ST
{() Jaussen, Missıon archeologique en Arabie IT arls, 583 Ihe inscription
OUnN! el-Hebou esh-Sharky Cal Teıma.


