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Deborah and the trıbes
Ph. Guiillaume Geneva

De Moor OunNn! twelve es in Judg ÖE Caquot OUnN!| none?. Most readers fiınd ten, but In

early stage, there might ave een only
The facts
er V1V1d descr1iption of Israel in 1ire straıts (6-8) and He  S SUINMMONS addressed the
best of the Israelıtes (9-1 the SONS Starts call the roll of the volunteers (14-18)

] a ”Ifl  fl la D’2AyD DW D’7DN in
From Ephraim, theır FrOO[ in the plaın>, behind yOoUu Benjamin ıth yOUIr mıghty NCcSs
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From Makir, rulers went down, but from Zebulun, holders of bronze Sceptwre.
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Princes In ssakar wıth Deborah and ssakar 18 sent Baraqg in the plaın under hIs
orders*.
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In the ravınes of Reuben, etermıinations!
Why do yOou Stay between the b1vouaCcs lısten the shepherds' pIpes”?

For the ravınes of Reuben, hesitations!
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Cöload lıves in Transjordan and Dan, why 06€6S he expatrıate himself boats”?
er Dy the SCa and lıves ın his harbours.

MI D 952 m7 W5) A 119221Zebulun is people who scoffed.at death  K xn and aphtalı 15 his highlands.
De Moor, "The twelve trıbes In the Song of eborah , Vetus Testamentum (1993), 48 3-492

Caquot, Les trıDus srae|l dans le Cantique de Debora", Semuitica XXXVI (1986). 47-70.
The emendatıon of the of pipjalt (©*) avo1ı1ds the negatıve connotatıons of Amaleq WHNnIC| foreign the

tone of thıs secti1on. Knauf consıders D DD DW as glose In the left margın of but commenting
'J:  1, the wife of er the Keniıute” in 24 opposite: nauf, "Zum Text Von Rı V Biblica 03
(1983). DPD. 428-429

For this expression cf. Ex 11:8 Judg 8:5: 2Sam 15:16.18; 20:10 and pern ressourceful Israelıte
historian”, Harvard Theological Review 76/4 (1983), PP. 9-40
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Remarks

ese fen STOUDS on all recelve the SdadIlle treatment. ome aAIic mentioned only HGE

Ephraım, Benjamın, Makır, Gilead, Dan, er and Naphtalı), SOMMEC get [WO cCOnsecutıve
mentions (Issakar and Reuben) 1le Zebulun 1s the only C1ite:| in {[WO dıfferent places
(14 and 18)

ere be 1rs of partıcıpatıng trıbes (14-15a), ollowe: Dy second
of absentees from the battlefıe 15b-18)

The double mention of Zebulun roughly al the end of ach Only SS
after Zebulun 439 partiıcıpating and Naphtalı er the second mention of

Zebulun apparently non-particıpant 18)
The STIructiure of ese VEISECS 1s NOL obvıous. TIhe hypothesıs 15 that the or1ginal SIiructure

has een obscured Dy the intrusıon of secondary materıjal Ihe followıng observatıons COuU
end SuppOort that hypothesıs.
IThe fhirst 14)
Verse 15 perfectly alance: Its [WO egın Dy 2a ach mentioning [WO trıbes

Ephraiım-Benjamın and Makır-Zebulun. TOV1dEe! hat Amaleqg be read DV «plaın» and
that aKIr be ancıent des1ignation of hat 11l become Manasseh», thıs Setfs ap: the
‚.OÖOTC of Israel, localısed iın the Mountaın of Ephraim. Ephraım 1s the rOOT 1C produce:
Benjamın and Makır Benjamın ollows Ephraım en headıng nOT! Benjamın 1S behind
Ephraim). Wıth Zebulun He  < laım 1S made the plaın Ephraım and the settiers of the
entral of Canaan 1Irm that they ave the Ng the desıre .OINeC OWN and take
rOOL in the plaın Ihe plaın 1s the Izreel valley, the valley of Wadı on (ZT) surrounded Dy
the hılls of Lower Galılee, the of Zebulun (Tabor and Nazareth Range)®. Makır 15
graced ıth leaders, but Zebulun recCe1lves the hOonour of holdıng distinctive rod, the token
of hıis H.  S posıtıon the people of hwh 3.5) Ihe 5Song celebrates the Victory that
secured the extension of Israelıte eIT1tOrYy towards the plaın The hıll-dweller ant belheve
hIs uck ave chare of the ush atlands Now miılk ll really Start flowing!
The second (15-18)
Issakar 15 exti in lıne er Zebulun Hıs double mention esults from the evocatıons of both
Deborah and Baragq’. Issakar's partıcıpatiıon a2) and obedience 1255 AdICc heavıly
emphasısed, heavıly that it becomes SUSDECL. (nven the fact that SS 15 known neıther
in Richter's Retterbuch® NO in Judg f and that the iructiure of the 15 overloaded, the
weıght of the emphasıs Issakar 15 probably due ate date of introduction.

Gen 50,23
(ST: Knauf, "Kıinneret and Neftalı", in Lemaire ed.). Congress Volume IO 99& il Historiograph,y,

NL: Leıden, Brıill, forthcoming.
7 >6*.

Kıchter, Traditionsgeschichtliche Untersuchungen zum KRıchterbuch, Bonn, 1964, 337
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On the arYy, Reuben's wolfold mention frames perfectly the playful ritournelle? of 16a
ere 15 1C4asSOIl emendate it. Reuben probably served MO for Issakar (Reuben...
Reuben — > SS; Issakar).
(nlead 1s paired ıth Dan Gilead’s aDO! In Iransjordan 1s sufficıent explaın h1is absence

from the Dan’'s connection ıth oafts 18 surpr1s1ıng, whether 1Nn. of Samson’s
Danıtes in the Shefelah of Dan the cıty al the SOUTITCC of the Jordan 10 be SUIC, the erb
A indicates hat the Danıtes al SCa, employe Dy Phoenicıan merchants, unable OMNIC

the battle But the real surprise ıth the mention of er 16 bent

clarıfyıng the sıtuation of Dan. Contrarıly Dan, er lıves the seasıde, much that
in Judg and Josh 19, er AaDPCAaISs Just nother amnle for Phoenicla, „  as far TE al
Zidon" Hıstorically, the weıght of evidence 18 overwhelmingly favourable the attrıbution
of Asher's biblical erT1tory 1AYyTE and Zidon hıs «tr1ıDe>» merely Oafts VeT the
Phoenicıan oastal plaın. In Tact, Judg 127 remıinds the reader that er conquered
hat Josh claıms Asherite territory. On the basıs of the repetition of 1W ad Dan
and ON COU ‚VCI claım thatN must be understood the :elatıve just it 18 In

hıs Casts doubts the VErIYy existence of trıbe earıng thıs amce. Of COUISC, ON could

object that Judg 110 already understiands er trıbe Iso if er Was only relatıve

partıicle, the Dan section WOU. become nflated that it WOULU. be ree times long
Gilead's1!. ese objections COu be placate: Dy pointing Out that the creatiıon of trıbe of
er N corrective for the mi1gration of Dan, nOoTt towards the CIty of Dan

udg 18), but the Phoenicıan harbours Thıs E  S trıbe ofer fulfilled useful PUTDOSC
intermediate nserted between Dan and Tyrıan-Zidonian terrıtory, in order

1MmM1!| the real extent of Phoenıicıan ontrol Northern Israel and avo1d transformıng all
the ern Israelıtes into Phoenicians dockers and sallors. In fact, thıs transmutatıon of
elatıve partıcle into trıbal ame isnt quıte unthinkable the changıng of ead into gold.

Sam refers SOMeEC mySster10us Ashourıtes 1C| COU! easıly provıde SOINEC ancestiors

for the ghos trıbe ofer.
Zebulun al the end of this lıst of STOUDS 1C either LO0 busy euben 00

far AaWaY provıde help As in 14, he reCcCe1ves clearly positive note, IHNOTC In thıs
ontext: at the end of the 1ist of absentees, Zebulun recelves the specılal distinction reserved
for WAarrTIOrs who dıdn't esıitfate risk theır lıves. er the sceptre, the war-medal!
At last, Naphtalı. ıke SS  ar, he arrıves late, after Zebulun Hıs troubled VCIl the
Masoretes who dıdn't NOW WETC fit the atnah Naphtalı 1S crediıte« ıth 11
«hıghlands» 16 correspond ell ıth hat Cal be nferred TOmM er bıblıcal

Knauf, "Debora”, unpublıshed.
0SS1 datıng back the CeENIUTYy CT Guillaume, ate of the Negatıives

Besitzverzeichnis udg 1:27- Biblische Notizen, forthcoming.11 Thıs isn't ımpossıble parallelısm be broken for Specl: effect.



ıthın the 50ng, thıs indıcatıon has function, unless it 15 read reference the battle
the waflers of Merom 0S FE thus provıdıng ınk 1ıth the cursed MerToz 233 TIhe

Tıbe of Naphtalı existed, of COUISC, but 1ts mention iın Judg secondary.
IT the secondary character of Issakar, er and aphtalı 18 accepted, the or1gınal iructure of
VEeEISCS5 14-18% becomes ODvI1OuS, the attention 15 Zebulun

Ephraım Benjamin aa Zebulun 14)
Reuben (nlead Dan Zebulun S  a

ate

As noticed earlıer, 7:9-10 offers interesting hıstorical setting for the performance of
eborah play !> In spıte of vastly pro-Davıdıc redaction, thıs vignette offers glımpse
into sraels 1rS! Out of ıts Ephraimite-Benjamıinıite cradle Not only dıd the ate of
Israel SUrvVIive i1t's founder's ea mMOoun Gıilboa, but it expande: signiıficantly under
shbaal, Saul’s SONM, reaching oWwn ezreel and far Gıilead. Judg 15 lıkely
celebrate that PTOCCSS. the abılıty of Yhwh, the mountaın God from e1Ir (4) and Sınal (5)
ead victoriously h1is people in the plaın of ezreel Despıite the COSMIC aspects of the battle
20) the actı1on 15 concentrated In SMa AICca In the Kıshon Valley: Sarıd14, Taanach the
waftlters of Megı1ıddo 19) Around the end of the Xth Centiury the Israelıtes (the wellers
of the 1sjordanıan mountaıns, Ephraim Benjamın Makır, of the Iransjordanıan S,
Reuben Gilead, and of the Northern Galılee around Dan) celebrate their I  < erritorial gaın
by sıngıng psalm in praise of hwh and Zebulun, the that frames the rich valleys of
Galılee hat feat Was all the INOTE remarkable the Israelıtes managed it their OW.:
wıthout Davıd, who 18 nowhere be heard in thıs story!

12 Already De Vaux, The early history of Israel, Phıladelphia, 1978, 665
13 TOPOSE! by Knauf, Die mwelt des en Testaments, Stuttgart, 1994, 188

Tel Shadoud, Na’aman, TarYy and topographical the battle of shon”,  be Vetus Testamentum
(1990). DPD. 423-436.
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