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Pregnancy and 1r in the and AncientäEgypt (Comparative Study)
Pnına Galpaz-Feller Jerzsalem

ır 1S consıdered ]0yous OCCasıon In ancıent wrıtings. It 18 commandment hat contaıns
wıthın the possıbilıty of settling the WOTr Ihe ]JOY of birth 1S mıxed ıth paın e 111 greatly
multıple the paın of yOUI C  1  earıng; In SOTTOW yOUu rıng OT1 chıldren  .. (Genesis

16) hıs hıghlıghts unıque aSpecCtL of DIOCCSS 16 iınvolves conflicting carthiy
forces: JOYy and paın, In addıtion eavenly forces: intervention. 1r and PICSNANC Yy
AIec mentioned en in the although because f eır frequenCcy, ere 1S etaıle'
descr1iption of actual bırths Detaıls of bırth and PIC£NAaNCY oniy earned from OCccasıonal
hınts

sımılar dıfficulty arlses In the collection of sporadıc ‚Zgypltan SOUTCECS Important tudıes
PTECSNANCY and bırth in ancıent ZYp WeEeIC wrıtten, but they reiy dıverse gyptian lıterature.
Ihe documentatıon 1S en from Varıous spheres: myths, medical PapYyrı, wısdom taught from
the [818) of the dead, etters and tombstones, 1n 1t10N archeologıca. findings’.
Pregnancy and 171 mentioned in Varıous 1Dl1Ca ega. wrıtings, 1C5 narratıves,
prophecıes and In the 00 of wisdom and W d Iso researched In ep in Varıous studies.“
hıs 111 fOocus the simılarıties and dıfferences in the perspect1ives
conception, the meanıng of fertilıty and bırth between the [WO ne1ghboring cultures Dy
reviewing attıtudes toward the g1ving bırth and the husband duriıng the 1r

Infertility
Bıblıcal wrıtings sShow hOow important ıt Wäas for CVEIY marrıed couple ave chıldren. It INaY
VeCnNn be saıd that the PUIDOSC of the marrıage Was produce offspring. Prior her marrıage,
T1 en received her famıly  S essing hat che produce Ian y offspring enes1s

(J0d blessed the patrıarchs ıth offspring, because Oonly then COU. HIS promise
Abraham make hım the father of INan y natıons enesIis be realızed. ffsprin  &5  o ATrC

perce1ved person’s pride (Proverbs 17:6) and hıs reward from (GG0d Psalms
The 1rs commandment Israel Was gıven Was be Tultful and multıply enes1Is 1726) hıs
essing 1S repeate er the flood (Genesıis 1-/7) Ihe first mother 1$ called Hava Tom
the Hebrew FrOOL for the word lıfe, hai) the mother of all lıving things (Genesıis 3:20) Her
aImInec 1S inked fo lıfe, the g1ving of ife
nn ere AI several mediıcal papırı 1C contaın secti1ons fertilıty: ers DaDyTUs, un DaDyTUS, wın
M1 Papyrus, Carlsberg VIUIL, Chester Beatty, Berlın PapYyTus, For urther informatıon SS Waltterson,
Women in Ancıent ‚2ypt, Stutton Press, London, 1991, 75-76, 84-93; Robiıns, Women In Ancıent ‚2ypt,
London 1993, British Museum Press, /75-91; Stevens, ‘Gynaecology from Ancıent ‚ZypÜ, Medical
Journal of Australia, Z 1975, 949-952

Zakovıtch, „Between have fear for it 1S another boy for and have fear for VYOU have Orn OY,
udy of arallels, even. or| Congress O] Jewiıs. Studies, 1944, DD. 9-16; Amlıt, „Ihere Wäas certaın
[HNan who Name Was  öa Varıation f Edıting and ıts Purposes, Beıt-Miıkra, 30, 1995, DD 388-399; Amlıt,
„Am nOolL INOTIC evoted yOUu than tien SONS‘?** Samuel 8), feminist Companıon Samuel and IngS,
Brenner, (ed.), Sheffield, 1994, 65-76

Driver, ‘Hebrew Mothers’, 67, 1955, 246-248 We learn about the importance f 1r from the
Bıble’s attıtude towards motherhood and from the emphasıs places In ıt the specıal mother-chiıld relatıonshıp;
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en the 1D11Ca.: author casually 17 ‚„„and she conceived and she ore  66 primarıly
pDart of genealogıcal 1sts Occasıonally dıvıne intervention 1s hıghlighted INOIC, in events
ıth underlyıng theological motives such S ave acquıred TOmM the Lor 66 enes1s

and „FOr (J0d has appoıinted nother seed““ (Genesi1s 4:25)
Dıvıne intervention intensifies ıth ach Visıt the barren. aCo 5SdyS Rachel „Am in
the place of (j0d WhO has WI Iirom yYOUu the fruıt of the WO' ü& enesI1Ss 30:2) The
barren 15 old of the comıng 17 Dy angel, INCSSCHNECT, I1a of GOod, eicCc For
example: the Shunamıte and Elısha ngs 4:18-14), ara and the angels enesIs
18:9-14), the ange and Manoah’s wıfe (Judges 13 16), the SLOTY of Hanna Sdamuel LL and

simılar ıdea FTECUTS in the STOTY of Hagar enes1s and in the words of the prophet
Isaıah @ 14:; 6:3) Ihe barren 1S miserably unhappy. In order urther emphasıze her
paln, the mot1 of the prolıfic mother 18 repeatedly contrasted ıth the barren mother 1n the

of Hagar, Sara, Kachel, Leah, Hanna and Pnına.
TIhe barren S in her despaıir, God and ıth the help of Praycr opes be
answered. (G0od remembers the barren woman s Drayer, LG „And G0d remembered Rachel
(Genesı1s (: 22233 in the of Hanna, „And God remembered her‘  66 Samuel 19) and In
the of Rebecca, the STITESSES hat God Was answering iIsaac’s DIAayCIr (Genesıis

Dıvıne intervention In rememberıng the plıght of the barren 1S ISO expressed in the chiıldren
NaImnes sıng hints and SCCFKEIS; the Bıblıcal author 1S relayıng clear theological INCSSaSCc
due 111 the barren cConcelıved in the CAase of ıchal, aughter f Saul,
her fate 18 sealed „„And iıchal, the aughter f Saul, had the day of her death‘‘
Samuel 0:23) Ihe SLOTY of uth and Boaz the threshing flooru chapter ell

the STOTY of Lot and hıs daughters enesIs 19:30-38) hıghlight Varıous
Circumvent the problem of offspring”.
The problem of ack of children COU. surely ave een easıly solved hrough dıvorce,
whereby ach SPOUSC 15 free choose nother SPOUSC. hıs COU. be one eıther by marryıng
SOINECONE Ise Dy preserving the marıtal framework and resolving the problem of
chıildren 1ıth the help of nother (alternate mother) Xamples of hıs In the
SLOTYy of ara and agar and when Rachel 0€es NnOTL ave children and 15 Jealous of her sıster,
Eean, she brings her maıld, aCO! enesis 30:3) Leah 0€es the SdIlle er she has
already borne four chıldren che g1ves her maıld, Zılpa, aCcCo (Genesis 30:9) al] of the
storl1es described In the O0k of Genesi1is, the inıtiatıve expand the famıly from the
primary It should be note: that the relatıonshıp between the husband and maıd 15 NOL

marrıage relatıonshıp. Another WdYy f solvıng the problem of infertilıty Wäas V1a
polygamous marrıage. Yet nother WdYy f havıng offspring Was vıa adoption. Wıthin the
collection of 1DI1Ca laws ere AIC specıfic Jlaws fOor adoption. Ihe ı1Dlıica amıly 1S based

famıly AaIiIne and 00 relatıonships and the instıtution of adoption 15 CONLrarYy thıs
approach. hat 18 apparently WhY the 0€eSs NOT specıfic  V mention laws of adoption”.

Ackerman, The Literary Context of the Moses 1r ‚OTYy (Ex 1-2) Iiıterature C’QurSses of 1CQ.
Narratives Vol E Nashville ıngdon Press, New York, 197/4, PP. 74-1 19

Zakovıtch, The Lıfe of Samson Judges 13-1 Critical Literary nalysıs, Jerusalem, 1982, E
Zakovitch, Ihrough the Looking (las: Reflections Stories In the. Hakıbbutz Hameuchad, 1995, PP. DE
26, 30-33, 37-39; Amlıt, Op. Cit:. 1994 68-76; Amliıt, OD. Cit.. 1995, PP.: 388-399

J.Van Seters, The Problem of Childlessness in Near kastern Law and the Patrıarchs of Israel, JBL 87, 1968,
401-408; Paul, The Patrıarchate in the 1g of the Nuzı Documents, ın Dıne srael, Vol IL, Tel AYvıV, 1970,
PP 23-28, 1gay, Option, Eretz Israel, F B PP. 289-301; Paul, optiıon Formulae, Eretz Israel,
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‚ZYyDpt, nature and the l1ves of INnan and the gods AIC intertwıned. Natural phenomena WeTIC,
In the CYCS of the ancıent ‚gyptan, reflection of the ıfe cycles of 111a and the gods, of the
PTOCCSSCS of cConceptlion, J08 ıfe and eal The un1que physıca. condıtiıons of the 1ıle
valley fashıoned the Egyptians’ Otf rel1g10us hought Ihey compared woman’s
OTSans and ıfe cycle events in nature According hıs perception, the womb 1S compared

lower ZYyp and conception, 1r 1ıfe and ea Iınked the ıle whıich symbolızes
the growth of flora and the development J8 1fe SONS  &5 of praise the ıle CXPDICSSCS part of
the harmon10uUs divine order. The aCcCTl of bowıng the ıle 1Iso CNCOMDASSCS in 1t SUONS of
praise man Ihe importance attrıbuted DY the Egyptians childbearıng 1S$ vıdent in
the artl, all] drawıngs and sculptures depicting famıly SCCNECS Parents AIC portrayed standıng
behind eır chıldren Uccasıonally, children AIec seated eır parents’ 1aps OL I10W
StooOlIs SCCNCS remiıiniscent of the CX In Psalms (128:3) OB wiıfe De 1ke fruutful
ıne in the of YOUTr home, yOUr chiıldren 1ke olıve saplıngs around yOUr table.‘‘

the instructions In the gyptian book of wisdom, read:

Take wıfe 1le YOU Adirec OUNS,
hat she make SON for yOU,
She should ear for yOU 1le yOUu Adrc youthful.

15 PITODCI make people
appY the INan whose people AdAIc INanY,
He 1s aluted AaCCOUNLT of hıis progeny.‘

s 1t be hat bear SONS and daughters and AICc NnOL chıldless.“ In Petahotep’s
instructions it 1S written do NOL agalnst the ack of children precept indicating the
emptiness felt 1n the absence of fertility. Ihe desıre for offspring 18 Vident In dl Egyptian
ess1Ing. should gıve 17 SOIlS and daughters and NOL be barren  % Despite the

importance the Egyptlans attrıbuted fertility, Egyptian documents er specıfic
ENCOUragemMENT ave Ial y children sımılar the Bıblical command of „„be rultful and
multıply.““ It 1S known hat the arıstocracy Was amılıar ıth the uUusSsc of contraceptive methods
ese methods combined medical knowledge ıth magiıcal utterances Contraceptives WEIC

gıven only
The ongıng for offspring 15 evident in the consıderable attention gıven the tOpI1C of
barrenness and ertilıty in medical Dapyrı. Ihey include, for example, ser1es of evaluatıons
of woman’s abılıty CONCEe1VeE.

To tell who ll g1ve bırth from and OC who 111 NnOt

Most diagnoses 4SE| the assumption that ertile has clear PASSdsC from the
vagına the rest of her body Organs.

14, 1978 PP. 31-36; Neufeld, Ancient Hebrew Marrıage LawSs, Longmans Green, London, New Y ork. 1944,
265

Westendorf, Geburt, IL, 1977, 459-462:; Westendorf, Schwangerschaft, V, 1984, Ta
Lichtheim, Ancıent gyptian Lıterature, Vol IL, erkeley, Los Angeles, London, 1976, 136
Erman, Life In Ancıent ‚2ypt, Dover Publıcatıions, 1971, 92 Lichtheim, Ancıent Egyptian Liıterature

erkeley, LOos Angeles, London, 975 Ihe Instruction of Prince Hardjedef, 58; The Instruction of
Ptahhotep, 69
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For example, in the un papyrus’:
rushed plant 18 mıxed ıth mıiılk of wh has gıven bırth boy

If another driınks it and vomıts, she 111 g1ve 1r f che emits wind,
she ıll g1ve 17

The Kahun PaDYyYIUus elates the CAase Of who wıshes ear children Her desıre
CONCE1VE 18 consıdered physıca ilment. ere dIC descr1iptions of anguısh and depression In

unable CONCel1lVve. Ihe medical papyrı describe Case, referred dıfficult, of
who l1es in bed and 0€es 8(0]! want gel Alongsiıde, the descr1iption of the CasSC, the

d1agnOsı1s 18 lısted desıre COoncelve. Ihe remedy specıal potion promotingconception . Many of the potions used prevent infertility contaıin ededu-ka, Lype of
watermelon Iınked fertilıty in gyptian mythology According the gyptian myth,; when
Seth Was courting IS1S, he appeare ın the form of Durıng hıs tireless WOo0oing of Isıs, he
experienced Ser10us frustration. He masturbated, spilled nA1S seed the ground and thıs
partıcular Lype of watermelon W dsSs germinated from hat
Another WaYy of askıng for offspring 15 prayıng In temple, somethıng which 1s reminıscent of
Hanna’s PIayer. ate Egyptian SLOTYy datıng from the Koman CTa and called Setne khamwas
nd Z OSLIFre aC 1ts openıng, but from hat follows ıt 1s almost certaın hat ıt of etine
and hıs wıfe who hope ear offspring. According the materı1al in OUTr ands, Setne wiıfe
18 desceribed yıng in temple in the hope hat her DIAyCI 111 be answered. She remaıns in
he temple sleep and hears Vvolce command her

Find melon ıne growing ere, TE Al Ooff branch ıth 1fs gourds and ZTIN|
ıt. Make it into remedy DUuL ıt in er and drink it yOoUu 111 recelıve that
fluıd of conception.

And indeed she conceives!* she 15 remembered Dy the gods
An addıtional WdYy of askıng for offspring Was V1a etters the dead ın the hope hat they
WOU ENCOUTASEC and help the opening of the womb. letter datıng from the 1rs Miıddle
per10d, SOM sks h1is dead father ake ICVENSC OSse responsible for HIS wıfe’s

M Westendorf, Beıträge AdUus$s und den medizinıschen Texten, 92 1966, 144-154:; 6, 1970,
45-149; Brunner, Fruchtbarkeit, IL, I9 336-344
IOM KRosalın 18 Janssen, Growing U, In ancıent ‚2ypt, Ihe Rubıcon Press, 1990, Or! Estes, The
Medical SAILs of Ancient ‚2yplt, Science Hıstory Pu'  1cCatıon USA, 989 56 off: Speert, Iconographia
Gyniatrica, Davıs Company, Phıladelphia, 1973, 47 off; Clanfranı, Short Hıstory of Obstetrics nd
Gynecology, Charles Ihomas, Springfield, 1Nn01S, USA 1960, 26 of; Findley, Priests of Lucina, The
ory of Obstetrics, Lıttle Brown and Company, Boston, 1939, Off.
| Mannıche, An Ancıent Egyptian Herbal, British Museum Press, 1993, 92
12 Lichtheim, Ancıent Egyptian Literature ILL, erkeley, LOS Angeles, London, L1980, 138 'Thıs potion
CannotL be Compared wıth the of the mandrakes In GenesIis 30:14, sınce In the ıt Was Leah who DaVvVc
the mandrakes Rachel who conceı1ved, nOTL Rachel who took them from her. On thıs, SC{ Shınan and
Zakovitch, The OrYy of the Mandrakes, Genesis 30:14-18, Early Iranslations and Ancıent Jewiısh Literature,
Research Projects of the Instıtute of Jewısh Studıies, Jerusalem, 1986, She
Osephus Flavıus adds informatıon the mandrake and ıts PregNaNCYy and 171 fostering properties;
Flavıus, ANT, Vol E Book 1 PP- 307-308, Sa On potions wıth arousıng qualıities SCH Keıimer, Dıe Pflanze
des Gottes Mın 59, 1924, 140-143:; Dawson, Studies In Egyptian Medical Texts, L.E. 18, 932
F154
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barrenness and K it that che CONCEe1VveS. urthermore, he sks hat N1S siıster g1Vve 171
nother s()  S S1| Ial y SIaVCS, homes and sacred compounds In Deır e] Medina, na|
figurınes WCIC ound, usually ıth the pubıc triangle marked Theır ın STAVCS Can be
explaıned sıgn that the deceased ope ıth e1Ir help be reborn In the afterlıfe: elr

in emples Call be explaıne rıtual encouragıng and requesting offspring. en,.
ere AIlc INnscCr1pt10Ns ese f1gurines, but elr in the emples f Hathor, the
goddess of ertility, indicates that they WCIC brought DYy people prayıng for offspring‘”.
If all medical and magıcal WEIC of avaıl, gyptlıan soclety OUuUnN:! er solutions for
the problem of infertilıty. Just In 1D11Ca. soclety, ere W ds$s in Egypt Iso the phenomenon
of takıng nother wife, usually maıld, who nabled the husband be remembered and ave
offspring, whıiıle the wiıfe served mother the newborn. TIhe cCNıildren WeEeIC consıdered
heıirs In CVECIY respect and when the time Callle, they had AaLITallse all the burıal and uneral
ceremontes, ell everything elated the wtuals f (1 ere 18 document from
Deır el edına describing marrıed who Wäas impregnated by SOTINCONC er han her
husband 1s unclear whether thıs appeal nother INan W dads due male sterilıty, but
apparently the workers’ class ere W as NOL always areful inspection of children’s
ineage. The polygamous option Was also avaılable, but usually Wäas only possıble in the
classes ıth the MOST COINLNON solution eing adoption, primarıly for PUTIDOSCS of inherıtance
and usually nNnclude: the clearly defined task f mi  ing all NECESSATY arrangements for the
dead ere 18 ega. document from the Ramses per10d allowıng couple divorce due
ack of offspring.
In the, bırth and infertilıty AICc of hıdden plans and therefore famıly INdAaYy 9(8)!
be dismantled because of ack of offspring E
Pregnancy and Ar

the Bıble, ere 15 description of the COUISC of the PICSNANCY and the usband’s
close famıly’s attıtude OWAar: the er han the Law stated in Exodus Z

whereby malıcıous attack agalnst pregnant 15 considered the utmost cruelty (see
also, Kıngs 1, O 12: Hosea 14:1: Amos EA3) An attack agalnst e{us 15 noL considered
murder, because eius 1s nNOL significant lıyıng being‘”.
The 0€es NnOTL contaın precIise detaıls OU! the COUTISC of PICSNANCY. Ihe author SCS

the phrase „And when her days be delıvered WeIec fulfilled“ enes1s
Ihe 1Imposes restrictions specıfic commandments ıth the
exception of the STOTY of Manoah’s wıfe in which che 15 told refraın from eatıng certaın
00 1C; INAaYy affect the fetus Despıite the lear theological INCSSaSC 1n hıs commandment,
1t 18 from h1s that already In thıs per10d ıt Was known that the 00 eal DYy the

affect the eius simılar phenomenon W ds vident in ZYDP' ell

HG Robiıns, Women In Ancıent ‚2ypt, London 1993, British Museum Press, 76-7T7.:; Gardıner, New
Letter the Dead, JEA 16, 1930, 19-22:; Schott, Die Bıtte eın Kınd auf eıner Grabfigur des frühen
Mıttleren Reıches, JEA 1930, 23 On fertilıty figurıns and dıfferent OPIN10NS theır functions SCH B.J
Kemp, Wall paıintings firom the workmen’s village al el-Amarna, JEA 65, 1979, PP.: 47-53
I4AH Gardıner, optıon extraordinary, JEA 26, 1940, 23-29; Robins, Women In Ancıent ‚2ypt, British
Museum Press, 1993, 62 off: Bıerbrier, Terms of relatıonshıp Deır e] Medina, JEA 66, 1980, 102;

51mpson, olygamy In Zyp' in the Mıddle Kıngdom, JEA 60, 1974, 100-105; Kanawaltı, olygamy
In the Old Kıngdom, SAK 4, 1976, 149-160.
5 B.S Chıilds, Exodus, Old lestament Library, 1974, PP. 470-474:; eıinfeld, Kıllıng Fetus and the
Viıewpoinnt f Jewısh Tradıtion Oompare wıth er Vıewpoints, Zion 42, 9’77 PP. 129-142
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W hen her DIiCSNallc y becomes dıfficult Rebecca SOCS INQUITC of the Lord (Genesı1s zn D
24) I he informatıon Ou Kebecca eelıngs and her condıtıon ISO provided detaıl
because loaded ıth theologıca. CeCWS Ou the fate of the „1WOo
N AIC YOUL womb and ([WO peoples be separate Irom yYyOUL bowels and the ONC

people chall beThan the er people and the er chall the VOUNSCI
1r 15 accompanıed DY DAln In the words of the prophets CONTtraCi0: AIfc sed
metaphor for stressful Situati10ns (Jeremiuah 3 43 Psalms and others) 1r!

ISO CXDICSSION OT dıistress u 7G 11l be ollowe: DYy redemption (Miıcha 10) ırth
wıthout Daln 15 described AaSs unusual OGCHETCHEE Isaıah 66
Ihe menu0On: several WaYS of Z1VINg bırth One method Was SIl delıvery chaır
(ovnayım), [WO STIONES uUDON 1G the WOINAanN placed her legs Another method apparently
W d delıver whiıle neelıng „And she OWEel herself and DaVC rth” Samuel 19)

thırd method hınted the the nee method where kneels behind and
1SES the QZ1VINS bırth The mıdwıfe sat TON of the g1VINS 1r and
receıved the newborn Perhaps thıs the SOUTCE of the phrase „„and che ear
knees* (Genesis 16 Rachel Say>S aCO! and perhaps 1{ became symbo!|l of
parenthood general Understandıng the bırth PTOCCSS clarıfıcatıon of the term

OVNAYIM delıvery chaır Commentators delıberated VCI 1fSs INCAaNINS ome 1CW the term

d cleaner WdYy of referring W OIan SCX Organs the fetus and others understand 1t

chaır of SOINNEC [ype sed durıng delıvery bırthing STOO hıs debate Iso
the VarloOuU. translatıons of the Bıble
The Bıble descr1ibes [WO incıdents of ea durıng childbirth Rachel (Genesı1s, 35 16 18) and
the daughter-ın law of H11 the Priest and wiıfe of Pınhas the prıest (Samuel 22) oth
StOTIES AIc sımılar MCANINS and Janguage both SOI Orn the mother has
dıfficulty durıng the bırth and the mother eal endangers the baby ıfe the mother 168
Only el completing the ask of delıvering baby Moreover, both eseq the dıvıne
plan hınted at The PTOCCSS of SIVHIS bırth (1 NOL Ways end successfully; the ISO
menti0ons unsuccessful PIESNaNCY, aborted etius stillborn baby (Psalms 58 Ecclesijastes

Job 16) Duriıng Rachel dıfficult delıvery, ention made of the mıdwıfe role
(GenesI1s 35 17/) mıi dwiıfe Iso assısted 1 amar durıng the delıvery of her Ihe midwife
marked the fırstborn by red SIMNg around HIS WT1S enesI1Ss 35D30) the
description of Pharach’ plan enslave the Jewısh people (Exodus 15Z the Bıblıcal
author SITCSSES the important role of the m1ıdwıves S1VCIS of ife  ]
Ihe fate of the ınfant er hIis bırth Call only be learned OU! from iınts the WrıuNgSs of the
prophet (Ezekıel Ihe prophet descrıibes foundlıng bandonment the outskırts Dy
her parents Ihe foundlıng saved thanks The IMAaSCSs and CON! the
prophet SC5 reflect and detaıls aken from the WOT'! of Z1VINS 177 and for
newborn er 1fSs 1771

16J Doller. OUObnayın (Ex 6), BZ | 909 Z 759 Drıver, Hebrew Mothers, 1955 246-
248 Durham, Exodus, Waco Texas 3), 987 19 Spiegelberg, Aegyptologisches Randglossar mM

Alten Testament Strassburg, 904 20 25
y Zakoviıtch, Assımıilation Biblical Narratıve Empirical Models for 1DLica. Criticısm, ed 1gay,

Phıladelphia, 1985, S192; Ackerman, Ihe Lıterary Context of the Moses 1r'! OTYy (ExX. 2),
Literature (COourses of Biblical Narratıves Vol E Nashville ıngdon Press, New York, 1974, PP. 84-88.;
Greenberg, Understandıng Exodus, A A 1969, of; Exum, „YOou chall Let aughter Lıve'  OR  A
study f Exodus aua na 8 Semela 28 083 63 SA
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cutting the umbilıcal ord which 1n the eius the placenta
washıng the infant
rubbing the infant’s body ıth salt and 01l Apparently salt W as

prevent the growth of bacterıa that mıiıght harm the infant
and finally, swaddlıng the infant.

ere 1s information hat happene the placenta.
Nor 18 ere anl y description of where the WOINanNn g1VeES 1r! ere 15 only 1C23| |aW
stressing that er g1ving 1r 18 impure (Levıticus - She MUST rıtually
purıfy herself days er g1ving bırth mal and fourteen days er g1ving 1r!
female. er that, the NC  S mother COUNIS nother 33 days after the bırth f male and 66 days
after the bırth of female, LE the days of purification. er the end of the days of
purıfıcation, the mother Must er sacrıfıce the Temple and che 18 purıfıed by priest‘®.
TIhe ancıent Egyptians had specıal attıtude toward the Ihey dıd everything

CMNSUIC successful delıvery and bırth of ıinfant ıth defects ese efforts WEIC made
usıng both magıcal and medical They sed spread the pregnant woman’s tomach
ıth specıal O1l, made SUTEC that che rested much possıble and she Was requıired eal
specılal 00 strengthen the etus Ihe Egyptians NeEW HOW dıagnose PICSNANCYy ase‘

un1que S1gNns such vomıting, changes in pulse rale, skın color and muscles, by
checking the eck SCC iıf ıt Was hot cold, and checking facıal eXpress10ns. Ihe pDapyrı
indicate ere WEIC diagnoses 1C requıred precise checks and serl1es of determiıine
whether the had indeed cCOonce1ved. Many of the DICSNANCY sed the urıne of

who had already gıven birth the uriıne f the who had conceived!?
order DrotecCL the PICSNANCY and prevent miscarrıages, the ‚gyptlans TIE| close the

vagına, much possible, sometimes ıth the a1d of pıne bıtumen Ihe fear of mIiscCarryıng
15 Iso vident irom the INanYy Jugs depicting that ave een OUnN! in
archeological excavatıons. Despite the women)’s nudıty, the Jugs do nOTL ShOW theır
reproductive OTrgans protect hem from miscarrı1ages. Fear Of mi1scarryıng encouraged the
USC of magıcal Ihe god, Seth, W as assoc1ı1ated ıth miscarrıage and the bırth of
stillborn children I wo f1gurınes made OT knotted IODC ıth theır legs OUN! WCIC OUnN! In the
tomb of Ben1 Hassan. Bındıng legs 18 asıcally practical symbol of utterance meant
prevent miscarrıage. (OOne f1gurıne Irom the 17!h CENLUTY, BCE Was bound 1ıth 1ırOon nng
around the womb. Iron rnngs WEIC [aIc during thıs per10d, but 1ts task 18 obvıous protect
the etius insıde ıts mother’s womb unı the time delıver arrıved. 1Iso oun:! WEIC amulets
in the shape f „„IS1S Knot, “ protect and seal the womb off from miscarrlage. ome
suggest the Isis knot Was sed close the vagına f the goddess, Isıs, during her PTECZNANCY
ıth Horus and Was protect her when Seth TIE| kıll the fetus whiıle it W as S{1
insıde 1ts mother’s womb.
The Egyptians belıeved they COU. the fetus gender. Egyptian Dapyrı mention several
indicators“  Ö  Z

IS Meachemıu, Suggested Commentary for the oublıng Days of Impurıty and Purıty for Women Who Gıive
1r! aughter, hnaton Annual for 1Dl1ica| and Ancıent Near Eastern Studıes, eıinfeld, ed.,, Vol I,
997
IQG Robiıns, Women In Ancient ‚2ypt, London 1993, Brıitish Museum Press, 79; Cole, Obstetrics for

In ancıent Zypt, DIiscussions In Egyptology, 5. 986 29-30)
Westendorf, Beıträge AaUus und den medizinischen JTexten, ZAS 92 1966, PP. 148-154
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If the woman’s nıpples darkened durıng the SIX mon of PICSNANCY, hıs sıgnale:
the 177 of daughter. If she urınated beans and barley and the beans sproute: first, she
would g1ve bırth SON, ıT the barley sproute: Lirst, she WOU. ave gırl, eic
According the of Setne Cıte: above, when conce1ved her husband
immediately placed amulet her protect her Iirom harmful Spirıts. Yet, In INanYy ombs,
figurines WeTEe found ıth amulets depicting the goddess, Isıs, protecting, Horus, infant
carrıed in her Al Ancıent Egyptian mulets depicting Isıs mother protecting her SON,
Horus, emphasızed her magıcal DOWECIS and imbued her ıth and sıgnıfıcance in
Swoman’s perception the protect her chıld 1ıle 1n the womb and durıng
elıvery.
gyptıan document the entire PICSNANCY., ex{i datıng from the New Kıngdom refers
1r the first day of the en! mon! nother refers 294 days The estcar PaDyIus,

16 1S attrıbuted the Hyksos per10d, predicts precise 1r date“! Pregnancy 15 ONIy
rarely depicted in gyptian from the showıng the bırth of the dıvyıne s  S Here
he YUCCN 1S Drought Dy goddesses the delıvery 1OOII. 0Ug the portraya.
dıscrete., the S‘ woman s tomach protrudes. The only goddess who 1s cshown 1le
noticeably 15 1aweret. She 15 consıidered the protectior of PICQNANCY; she ADPCAars ıth

bloated elly Already in hat CaSC, the meanıng refers „the great.  z She Was MOSstT
beloved goddess of all O0SsSe who watched Ver pregnancıles and deliveries. Several vessels ın
the shape of WCIC ISO OUnN! Very lıttle IS known OUu the actual birth
PTOCCSS ıtself. hıeroglyph describing bırth Shows bowıng ıth the head and Ar
f the newborn peekıng Out from underneath her 1S dıfficult the actual bırth
accurately. It apparently took place whıle bowing the ground and hen biırthing StONES WEIC
placed beneath ach leg. StONes afterwards became SYNONYMOUS for bırth and they
already AaPPCar in dating from Velr 2,500 yYCars AQO, but [80)91% ave yel een OUuUn:! Ihe
goddess, Meskhenet, W as embodıed bırthing StONES Ihe magiıcal utterances whispered
ENCOUTALEC the g1ving bıirth Iso stressed hat the utterance should be repeate 1ıle
the delivery chaır ase the process”“. Several SCCMHNECS Show emples from the Ptolemaiıc
per10d and the bırth of the dıyıne SON ıth the goddesses standıng behıind the mother and
assısting her durıng the 1r Evıdence from the Middle Kıngdom depicts the mother,
Rudjedet, durıng bırth, eing helped Dy the goddesses: Isıs, Nephthys, Meskhenet and
Heketh“  Z  S should be note hat in Egypt, the description of the bırth of gods 18 the Samme
the bırth of mortals The gods, [00, afraıd and requıre ulterances, protection and mıdwıves.
FOor the Egyptians, the WOT. of the gods and the WOT.| of the lıying 15 ONEC and the SaJImne
According the ahun, ers PapYyTUusS, ere WEIC dıfferent materıals hat COU. be sed
adse the birth, such sa. ıth specılal cComposition, honey, o1l, ONn10n, wıne and Ven the
Egyptians Ven NEeEW of dıfferent methods prevent bleeding during delıvery and induce
bırth, such eaVy uUse of Juniıper leaves ıth Jın reisen (an unıdentified plan' and thyme
Numerous utterances hat WEIC saıd the OIan g1ving bırth, such separatıng the child

ZIH Grapow, 'anker, Krankheiten und Arzt, 1956, Akademıie Verlag Berlın 9- I Jonckheere. La duree de
la gestation d’apres les {eXies Egyptiens‚ Chronique d’Egypte, vol 30, 1955, 1 Öff; e 1iszelle Dıie
agyptische Berechnung der Schwangerschaftsdauer, I8, 1923, 24: Borghouts, Ancıent EgyptianMagical Texts, EJ. rıl Leıden, 1978, 4() 63
27 Lichtheim, Ancıent Egyptian Literature IB erkeley, L.OS Angeles, London, 976 %i sat bricks ıke the

In abor ,  A 108
23 Westendorf, Geburt I, 977 459-46°)2
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from the womb of the mother, speeding the chıldbirth of Isıs, OINe OWN placenta. The
mMoOoment of delıvery W as dangerous, in the Egyptian perception, for both the mother and eius
Durıng thıs dıfficult tiıme, the Egyptians sought prevent demons and spirıts from accosting
the mother and the etus, and therefore INanYy mulets and utterances WEIC sed

dAWdAdY demons. Many utterances AI connected Hathor’s di1lc who 18 embodied
GE ıth OW’'S  ; ‚AL whose d1i1ec 15 Iınked ertilıty and motherhood. Others
connected the image of IsS1ıs mother. The mıdwıves’ role IS ıimportant ere Many of the
utterances WeTITC saıd Dy them durıng the 171 Occasionally, figurıne of the god, Bes, who 18
identified ıth bırth, seXualıty and fertiliıty SIince the New Kıngdom, hovers overhead. Bes 15
depicte| demon-lıke dwart ıth Tro0Oked legs and grotesque face. Hıs threatening image
Was sed frıghten AWdAY harmful spirıts. Sometimes he 15 shown holdıng nıle ıth
symbol of protection ıt The goddesses and Meskhenet AIc Iso mentioned ın the 18th
dynasty Deıir el ie goddesses of fertilıty and birth Miscarrıage and ea! durıng
chıildbirth WETITC COININON threats in gyptian soclety and therefore, magıcal DOWETS WEIC
appeale {O, H accordıng elr beliefs, WEeIC embodied In several gods who protected
the mother and infant““.
When the mMOoment of delıvery arrıved, the pregnant WOU. lo0sen her aır DbOows,
apparently ıth the help of midwives. Loosening NOTS 1s lIınked in Egyptian mythology the
ADDCATANC) of the g0d, AnuDbIıs, the god of mummıfıcation, which 18 characterized DYy knotted
pleces of CIO! Knots andy in partıcular, symbolized the hunting of uUunNnseceen enemıies. The
Egyptians belıeved hat demons gel caught In eis and angles of NOfs Therefore, had

be free of anythıng bındıng; in particular their alr and clothing had be loosened, hat
harmful Sspirıts WOU NOL ‚OM TIhe mıdwıves prepare: the She Was helped
Dy older, INOTEC experienced It 18 dıfficult know whether ere xısted traıned,
professional mıdwıves and 1T S e1Ir Status W das apparently not respected VC much.
gyptian documents, prımarıly, medical papyrı, indıcate that only rarely Was doctor present
during births Doctors WeIC called uUuDON assıst in only ıf specıal dıfficulties WEIC
encountered. figurine W as OUN! depicting mıidwiıfe:; in UOMNC hand she Clutches SUOMNC Lype of
biırthing utensıil, medical oool and In her er hand, SMa contaıner for 011 salt ıth
which it Was CUSLOMATrY rub newborn. Durıng the bırth, the mıdwıfe sed belt che had
tıed, apparently, around the body of the g1ving bırth Sometimes the husband WOU
takı  D part In tyıng and untyıng hıs belt“. er the birth, the mıdwiıfe would wash the infant
and Cut the umbilıcal cord. According the ers DaDVYTUS, ere WeTC predetermined S1ZNS
whereby the mıdwiıfe WOU seal the fate f the newborn lıve dıe One of the S1gns the
mıdwife COU. use Was the WaYy the infant held hIis head, the Cr1es he emuiıtted and his
involuntary reactions 1ıle emerging from the erus

the roya. famıly, ere Was specılal priest designated deal ıth the placenta. The
ımportance f the placenta 18 vVident 1n utterance number In the 00k of the Dead, where
the iımportance of the umbilical ord 15 iıllustrate: el] ıts rel1g10us sıgnıficance, and ıt
played sıgnificant role in purıfication rites“®

ZAG INC 'aAQiC In Ancıent ‚2ypt, Brıitish Museum Press, 1994, 126; Pınch, Childbirth and emale
figurines at Deır e] Mediına and e] Amarna, Orientalia 32 1983, 405-414; Rıtner, Uterine Amulet In
the Oriental Instıtute Collection, JNES 43, 1984, 209-221
ZSE Staehelin, Bındung und Entbindung, 96, 1970, 136-138:; Rand, Figures Vases In Ancıent ‚Zyp!and Hebrew Midwifes, IEJ 20, 1970, PPD. 209-212
26 aulkner, The Ancıent ‚gyptian Book Dead, London, 1985, 45
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ere WeEeIC nOL INanYy incıdents of tWıns eing Orn accordıing the avaılable Egyptian
documentatıon, but ere 1$ mention of an Yy of tWINS that NOL the SaJIlle SC  x

Apparently, such tWınNs WEIC considered unusual and WeEeTIC hought nng bad uck It 15
known that the Egyptlans sed kıl] undesıred newborns, Ose orne of undesired
pregnancıles and newborns ıth defects“”. Petrie (010181 burıal ıth miscarrıed etuses
from the welfth dynasty 1S dıfficult KNOW whether they diıed during birth shortly
thereafter and why
Egyptian documents indıcate hat eTe xisted specıal hut, separate from the er
of house, where bırths 00k place Occasıonally, ere W dads [OOIN the edge of the house

the roof. Pottery from Deır e] edina and Luxor depict kınd of bırth hut containıng bed
and mat LOp of ıt Sometimes ere 1S head rest and pillows. Ihe estcar Papyrus cShOows

OINan sıttıng ıIn SITUCLUrE outsıde house, apparently bırthıing hut. Ihe OOT the LOOMNM
Was closed est demons during the bırth NO Structures remaın which Can be definıtıively
identified ırthıng huts
Ihe folktale in Westcar DapyrIus indıcates that er giving bırth, the W as required
undergo purıfiıcatıon that took ourteen days It 1S possible hat the purıfıcatıon per10d Was
INOTEC han fourteen days er the bırth otf normal child hat 18 because the exXt before
eals ıth the bırth of divine ex{is Irom Dier e] edina include descr1ptions of the
post-bırth purıfication festiviıties ıth the mother sıttıng in the delıvery L[OOIN and her ir
arranged in specı1al WdYy. Only WEIC permitted in and congratulate her‘

1ihe usband’s ole
The 0€es nNOTL mention male infertility. The portraya. of men’s roles in the StOrIeS Ou
childbıirth and barrenness downplay the husband For example, Samson recogniıtıion NOTL
because of his T1 and famıly, but despite HIS Or1g1Ns. Manoah’s character 15 downplayed DYy
presenting hım the antıthesis hıs wiıfe. the STOTY of Hanna and Elkana, Elkana
erms ıth the sıtuation. Elkana 0es NOL DIay for offspring, but rather obeys Hanna.
Furthermore, the wording of Hanna’s Oath 15 mentioned length, whıiıle all that 15 saıd QOU!
Elkana’s oath 15 „„And the INan Elkana and h1s VOW  es (Samuel FEA When Abraham Uurns

God (Genesıs E3:2Z) he 0es NOL CÄDICSS hıs CONCETN VE his wıfe’s barrenness, rather he
SIreESSES his fear hat he 58 dıe chıldless, ıth offspring. the description of Moses’ bırth,
mention 1S made of the ather importance and thereafter the SLOTYy fOCUSEeSs the mother
Only, whıiıle the father remaıns ANONYMOUS figure“”. the SLOTY of the Shunamıte
who 15 remembered ngs 8-14 mention 18 made hat „ner husband W as elderly'  0 and
hen he disappears from the
Ome researchers suggest that because of the ather’s absence and the downplayıng of hıs role,
there W as adoption of the newborn by The In Job „Why dıd the
knees recelve me  06 18 explaine: Dy ade referring the ather’s knees, NOL the knees of the

27M Kosalın n Janssen. Growing U, In ancıent ‚2yp! Ihe Rubicon Press, 1990, 12-13; Baınes,
gyptıan Iwıns, Orıitentalıia 54, 1985, 461-482
28F Daumas, Geburtshaus. IL, 197/7, 462-475; Bl ‚emp, Wall paıntıngs firom the workman’s ıllage el-
Amarna’, JEA 65 1979, PP. 47-53; the reference 15 primarıly the bıblıography there, 19-20, 33
Brunner-Traut, Dıe W ochenlaube, MIO 3: 1955, 11-30; chulman, 1Ir! cene:| from Memphıs,

2 1985, 97-10 Gaballa, Narratıve In Egyptian Art, Verlag Phılıpp VO' Zabern, Maınz, 1966,
29  PP 53-60

See footnote above and ö6 also Amiıt W  oah promptiy 'ollowel his wıfe" Judges 13:1 P} the
place of the in 1r narratıves. Feminist Companıon Judges (1993) DD 46-156.



mother mıdwiıfe, who demonstrate. paternity in hıs Wdy, hıs argumen 1S backed DYy
enesis 5():23 4C symbolıc act that granted the father valıdıty and legitimacy tor
the actual 171 Because of the ather’s absence during the bırth, it W d NECCCSSALY, accordıing

ade, the and legıtımize the paternity”.
the Bıble, it ere Was intentional tradıtıon otf downplayıng the role of the NC

father. Ihe Savl10or W d chosen DYy (G0d and the downplayıng of the man’s role served
emphasıze the cCooperatıon between the mother and God who CONCeEeLVe SAaVI1IOT for the Jewısh
people
gyptlan wrıtings do mentiıon male sterilıty. letter 'OUuUnN! In Deır e] edina datıng from the
twentieth dynasty States Y Oou NnOL 111an SINCE YOU ATre unable make yOUL WOINanNn

1ke yOUr fellow men general, the 111a 18 1LLLOIC actıve and LLOIC involved
partner in all atters relatıng PICSNANCY and bırth. In the STOTY of etne, the 111all Iso
for offspring remıminıscent of Isaac’s PIayCr (Genes1is TIhe moment Setne wıfe
CONCeE1LVeES, he 15 AappY and places amulet around hıs eck dream, he 1s old of the
comiıing bırth of the longed-for SOI Ramoser, 1n the Westcar PapyIus, waılts for ( of the
bırth He 1S NO permitte: the delıvery FOOIN; he 1S vC xcıted 1ıle he waılts they
OUnN:! hım standıng ıth N1IS loıncloth upsıde OoWn  32 Ihe husband 15 actıve, he describes hıs
wıfe’s paıns and eels her suffering. He 1$ the ONEC who brings In the mM1ıdwıves and 1S
respons1ble for payıng hem.

Conclusion
The informatıion OU! fertilıty, childlessness and bırth W d gathere fIrom sporadıc SUOUTICECS iın
both ancıent ZYyYp and the 1D11Ca. soclety, ertilıty and 17 1S pıllar around
which faıth and belıefs accumulate. Ihe Bıblıical author SITESSES prımarıly the dıvine
intervention in the SfOTIES Ou the bırths of heroes and the remembering of the barren

He 0€es NnOL deal 1ıth the actual 1rı tself, but, rather, 1S interested In the symbol
aspect of the bırth The author’s maın PUITDOSC 1s relay clear theologıica. INCSSaLC. God 1S
responsıble for the PITOCCSS of CONCE1IVINS. There{fore, phenomena such divorce because of
fertilıty problems adoption AIc dıfficult for the Bıble’s author and do NOTL meriıt clarıfıcatıon.
Ihe PTFCZNANCY, the woman’s condıtıon and the usband role AIC 1Iso noft ea ıth
Dy the Bıble’s author who 1S interested only in detaıls hat help transmıt the theologıca.
INCSSaSC,

ZYyDpt, ere objects, f1gurines, amulets, burıal iıtems ell wrıtten documentatıon hat
enrich the owledge of the ancıent Egyptians’ perceptions and beliefs. 1s from
hıs information that the Egyptians frequently sed magıc in all matiers relatıng ertility and
171 Ihe gyptian viewed conception and bırth ongolng struggle between harmful and
beneficıal Spirıts, ıth the MOST effective WdYy the Vıl TOrces eing the uUusc of
magıc, The ıtems, 1C magıcal DOWCIS WEeIC attrıbuted, WeIC sed both in the WOT. of
the lıyıng and iın the WOT. of the dead utterances, fertility figurines, amulets, etters the

30B :ade, Auf Jemandes Kniıeen gebären, Gen 30:3, 5023 Hıob A 12 und Oovnaım Exod 1716 6, 18806,
DD. 43-156 IS possıble that in [WO other incıdents, the 1Dlıca. author downplays the man role durıng the
DTOCCSS of conception ıle hıghlıghting the who inform theır usbands that they have cConcel1ved, C.8.,
[|amar and Yehuda (GenesIis and Batsheva and aVvl| Samuel 125)

(Q)stracon Berlın See Wente, Letters from Ancıent ‚2ypt, Society of 1DI1Ca. Lıterature, ed
Meltzer, Atlanta, Georgla, Vol L: 1990, 206 Wente Letters from Ancıent ‚ZYyDpL, 1990, Atlanta, 206.
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dead, eic. They WeIC sed protect eır OWNCIS. Sımiyular belıefs WeIC certaimly prevalen ın
the ICAd of reitz Israel because when ıt TS elated fertilıty and bırth,
dangerous arca, people request the assıstance of mediators. However, the author of the Bıble
ignored hıs perception and ere 1S hınt in the Scriptures indicating the existence of such
belıefs On the CONLrAaTY, the author ollows hıs ( W path Cosmic PTOCCSSCS such the
creatiıon of the ear! and the mountaıns, ell er unıversal PTOCCSSCH Arec compared
bırth (Job 8:21-29) Fertilıty and bırth adic fashıoned in such WaYy hat oes notL requıre
intervention because 1t 1S under cConstan superv1s10n. OSse belıefs COININON in
Egyptlan soclety fınd u eXpression ın the post-Bıblical per10d, for example in the
AaDPCATANCE of S1gNS for diagnosing PTFeESNANCY, determinıng the SCX of the etus and the
duratıon of the PICSNANCY, the usSc of amulets. keep demons aAaWUY durıng delıvery
and the importance attrıbuted the placenta, etc

Babylonian Talmud, eraKno!| 24Db, habbat 66b, Nıda 56a, Pesahım 1 1la, n 12b, ei6
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