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ERSONAL NAME OYAL PITHET?
Remark Ostracon 1027 from ell el-Far’‘a| South)

Bob Becking and an Wagenaar Utrecht

The archaeologica) excavatıons ell Far’ah South) ave een reassumed recently under the
direction of (Gjunnar Lehmann and Tammı Schneider.‘ The sıte 15 Oocated Ou mıdway
between (jaza and eer-Sheba and 18 NnOTL far AWdAY from ancıent road hat connected ZYPp!
ıth yrıa and Mesopotamıa. fruıt from the first SCaJsSsOIl of re-excavatıon 1n 1999 1s
inscrıbed eddısh yellow er! Ihe archaeologıcal Ontext ell the paleography of the
inscr1ption Iron origin.“ The inscrıption reads ollows
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Despite ıts shortness, the inscr1ption 18 nOoTL CasS y interpret. The scr1pt Call be classıfıed
Philısto-Canaanıiıte by 1C 1s saıd hat the inscr1ption belongs rather Sma. of
wriıtten in alphabetica) scr1pt from the southern Levant.* hıs Iso mplıes that dec1ısıon

the language of the inscr1ıption cCannot be made. nstead of ascribıng the inscription
Hebrew, Judahıte Semitic-Phıiılıstine, 1t WOU. be safe the inscr1ption outhern
Canaanite.“ As regards the ıterary form of the inscr1ption, Knauf and 1emann ASSUMEC the
inscr1ption be "note of delivery’.” hıs suggestion allıes ıth the Onftent of the
inscr1ption and ıth the materı1al of the er Ihe construction /+Recejver’s alllec function
1S ell known form Varıo0us aleo-  eDreW InScr1pt10ns. hıs construction 1s atteste'| in the
inscr1ptions Varıous Jar handles from Iron Age Levant The SO-Calle' ImiIk-seals form
nother set of examples from hıs The reddıish-yellow clay of the vesse]l ofe the
erl parently has een has een sed frequently for Jars in Iron Age
Levant. The character of the elıvery, unfortunately, Cannot be etecte:

The interpretation of the morpheme 'dnn 1S OPDCH ree possıbilıties:
'dnn INAYy refer elity indıcated Dy epiıteth: Our ‚OT
'"dnn INaYy refer kıng superl10r offıcer. our Orl
'"dnn INAaYy be (part of) personal alnle Adnan; Adon-n[

The 178 possıbılıty 18 VerYy unlıkely. Knauf and 1emann suggest hat the shortness f the
inscr1ption and the ‘Formlose der Präsentation’ do NnOT favour the 16 W that the inscr1ption
sShould be construed (part of) dedicatiıon fOor deity.‘ Already In garı 'adn 18 metaphor

. —— See Lehmann and Schneider (1999) and the websıte: http://farahsouth.cgu.edu/index.htm. For
SULVCY of earlıer excavatıons at Tell Far ah South) SCC eel und Küchler (1982) 128-132:; Gophna
(1993); Lehmann and Schneider (1999) Z

See NauU:; und 1emann (1999) Lehmann and Schne1ider (1999)
See Nau! und 1emann (1999) 247 The dedıicatory inscr1ption from TonNn 15 another example of

thıs gZOTY; CC Gıtın, Dothan and ave (1997) CSD 1315
As has een one by Nnau und 1emann (1999), 248
Nnau: und 1emann (1999), 248 ‘Lieferbegleıtzettel'. See also Kenz (1995) 17-18; ‘Lieferscheine).
Lehmann and Schneider (1999) 253
nau: und 1emann (1999), 2458-249
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for the divine The OUuUnNn ISO UVUCCUIS epıthet for the dıvıne VallOUus West Semıit1ic
INnScCrT1pl10NSs albeıt outnumbered by attestation: of referring human lords should,
nevertheless be note: hat dedıcatıons for elty rule contaın the amne of the eıty and
NOL epıthet metaphorıcal indıcatıon

Knauf and 1emann advocate the second optıon They suggest hat the IinSCrY1pl10N W dSs

ACCOMMPDANYIN elıvery the ocal magıstrale ell e] Far e1Ir ınterpretation however,
'a1ls do uslıce the Suff1ıx nn TIhe kıng magıstrale Westsemutic nOotes of delıvery
A1iC the best of OUT owledge eferred Dy suffix the ell known mIk- Stamps
the ‘'kıng uesti0onNn specıfied OUT kıng kıng Moreover 'dn, lord’,
nowhere atteste« the of roya. magıstrale, Ihe 1ke 1fs bd,
servant', term CÄDICSS relatıonshıp between PCISON}NS of dıfferent socıal strata

functions.  13 The usc of '"dnn hus PICSUDDOSC further ıke the
Irom esaı Hesjavjahu ““ the Petition of the Wıdow--inscription ”, personal AdIine
the rad and Lachısh 05[1‘21C3.lA 00k the photograph  D of the inscr1bed er makes lear
hat Dart of the TaAaCOon INaYy ave een broken off.!/ hıs observatıon WOU. IMPLY hat the
INSCY1pUON orıginally INaYy ell ave read l’dnn Ihsr] ‘ftor OUr ord the SOVECINOL dnnn
PN] ‘tor OUT ord

As for the 1T Oplı10N Knauf and 1emann hat dıfficult '"dnn
refer the tact that the earlıest of the Adi1le '"dnnpersonal amnle The18Safaıtıc inscr1ıption. eiIr interpretation, however Aasel UDOII the PICIMISC hat 'dnn the

full aiIne of the PErSoN 10N ASs of the INnScr1ptlion be IINSSINS, the dSSUMD-
8(0)8) that the Aalle incomplete equally possıble From the Westsemiuiutic OnN!  on [WO
parallels for ' dnn[ ban Can be lısted

garıtic dnn

Ammonıite "Adonı NUr

ese SE  parallels ShOW that ınterpretatlion of 'dnn| personal Aaile such
plausible.“

S See Korpel (1990), DE280; Ööse] 00), PEDE

„‚Renz (1995), 212 Hoftijzer and Jongelıng (1995), L3E Ööse]l (2000) Pn
) Knauf und 1emann (1999)
The analogous dny[ the ase of eıghth-seven! CENLUTY 91l lamp from Kadesh Barnea cshould
all probabiılıity be read the personal aInec nyihw] ‘Adon1jah’; SG en (1982) Davıes

(1991).
12 The tıtle ı conspicuousliy ackıng ı the lısts presented by Küterswörden (1985)
C See Rüterswörden (1985) “2-05

MHas(7) 7 .. , 'May May ord the SOVEINOI ear RC also OSse (2000)
Bordreuil Israel and Pardee (1996) IN 759 MD} "Behold INaYy ImMYy ord the |governor]

ear
16 U1 \) . N >N Lak(6) B Lak(6) Or SuiSN 141 »N Arad(6) 18
17 'ace Knauf and 1emann (1999) 248 who INSISL hat the shape f the 1nal [1U1M1 indicates hat the

INSCT1pl10N  185  x  O 15 complete.I8 Knauf und 1emann (1999) 248
ZKTIJ A FE ct. Gröndahl (196 163261
) See Hübner (1992),
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In SUu: Ihe suggestion that dnn presen the 178 part of ddress ‘tor OUT lord, the
governor]’, ‘tor OUT ord PN| the lıke, and the 16 W hat 'dnn 18 part of Canaanıte
personal Ad1i11ec d1IiC equalliy possıbıble. Ihe dılemma INAaYy only be solved when er parts of
the Jar ıIn question WEIC be OUunN!
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No examples from Hebrew COU. be OUnN! Ihe damaged AIilc 0} 1> ba JI IN 1C: features In
seventh CEeNLUurYy Phoenicı1an inscr1ıption 'OUnN! in Ur (KAI 29, Z IMay either be interpreted Our ord
[PN] the SOM of Jasad’, (T the personal aIne ‘Adon1-n[| Ja. the SOM of Jasad’”
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