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1S of COUISC possible read Isaıah 758a from the perspective of the resurrection of the
ea! g00d example of hıs 15 Martiın-Achards treatment of the (eX{ ın his book In hıs
artıcle, however, 11l PIODOSC dıfferent approach, H 11l UrYy leave systematıc
theologica: 1SSUES 1ıke the resurrection of the dead bracketed, and COoncentrate IMOTEC SOINC

lıterary features of the (eXL, which AdIc sometimes gnored Dy commentatorsz.

Wıthın the drama, 1C 15 performed ın Isaıah, the chapters DA commonly known
the apocalypse of Isaiah”, and wiıthıin thıs apocalyptic and eschatologica. framework the eme
of the SO-Calle\ mess1ianıc eschatological banquet 18 worked Out in Isaıah 251628 (cf. er
eschatological meals in Zech 9:9-17, Isa. 3D 65:13-16, Zeph where ıt 15
told NOW God 111 PICDAIC eas for all the natıons h1s mountain“. Apocalyptic
imagerYy, sed here, combinıng the eme of eschatological banquet, the coronatıon of
HWH?., Iso eals ıth ına battle® between HWH and hıs OppOnents, er gods,

Martın-Achard, The Resurrection of the ead ıIn the Old Testament (Edinburgh: 1965), 19
130; and eiınhar“ Scholl, Die Elenden In Gottes Ihronrat (BZA W 276, Berlın De Gruyter,
IA
(F Scholl, Dr 03095 and 13-4, further: Gray, Isaicah KEXXVE (Edinburgh: I& I

ar! 19] 426-431, 145 Walts, Isaıah 1A5 Waco: Word 00O0KS, 331-333,
Chıiılds, Isaicah (Louisville: Westminste: John KNOxX Press, 184-185, Berges,

Das UC| Jesaja (Freiburg:Herder, 130, 133 141, 18/, 197, E.J 1ssane, The Book O
Isaiah (Vol. [) (Dublin: Brown olan, 285-2806, G.N. Habets, Die (GJrosse Jesaja-
Apokalypse (Bonn:197/4), 108, 251-269, Sweeney, Isaiah IO (Grand Rapıds:kerdmans,

333337 Blenkinsopp, Isaiah 1-39 (AB) (New York:Doubleday, 357-360,
CS 359 the problem, but 0€es NOTL ave the work it Out mmOore etaıle! 1C plan

do ere. All otherX mentioned do NOL NOW the problem OT ignore ıt. The only remarks
1 made about the theme ave do ıth the resurrection f the dead, OT wıth the kıngshıp of
(j0d necessarıly overrulıng all other rulers, includıng eal
( Scholl,s 1, he dısagrees ıth the designatıon ‘apocalypse’, 1C he consıders the COMMMNOIN

character of the prophecy, anddesignatıon for these four chapters, but dABICcCS wıth the eschatologıic:
hat 1S what really COUNtTISs ere.

Priest, . ote the Messı1anıc Banquet’ in James Charleswo: (ed.) The Messiah, TE
238, cıtes Isaıah 75:6-8 dl the clearest example of the eschatologıical meal In the Old lestament
avaılable 'Thıs opınıon 1S chared by Dennis Smuiıth In hıs artıcle ‘Mess1ıanıc Banquet’, ABD I
p./88-/91, who CAa| ıt the classıc example of the divine banquet (p 789)
For the connection between the theme of the coronation inthronisatıon of HWH and Isaıah U

8q, SCC, Peter elten, ‘Dıie Vernichtung des es und dıe Königherrschaft Gottes’, in 383
(1982) 129-146, CSD. 144-146 Iso Hans Wıldberger, "))as Freudenmahl auf dem Zion)’, In

33:6 (1977) 373-383, CSD ıth parallels from other ANE cultures. Iso ci. Scholl,
04-1 L3 CSp 113-1 14 and Berges, <s

(5f. Day, Od’'s Conflict wıth the Dragon nd the Sea (Cambrıdge, Mass., and Yarbro
Collıns, The Combat Myth In the Book of Revelation (Missoula: 76)



theolo
order.O7gy en wants ave ıt, er vıl forces, 1C however, belong the reated

TIhe latter worked Out number of apocalyptic (HB Ez 29 3°
Isa aı FD and ONEC partıcular eature of ese and ınk might be suggested ıth the
eschatologıca. meal hat the Vicfior devours the eieate: SCS 1{ fo0od for
creatures ar 1En 24) It wıthın the Onftext of ese themes hat 111 read
Isaıah 25 8a The TCasons for thıs Afre the followıng 1rS) the ınk between eschatological
banquet and the fınal battle between HWH and hHI1S OppOnNents has een establıshe'l
elsewhere and therefore m1g be useful explore the possı1ıbilıty, VCIl if 1L nNnOL

immediately of the combınatıon of ese themes hıs teXLt ell Second the
erb sed 2A 89 55 translated wallow Iso DO1NIS h1s direction swallowıng

the Hebrew en both VeLIYy ADSICSSIVC and has lot do ıth food and ealıng,
1C 111 be pominted Out e1I0W 1r the word sed for death’ A Xa M1 ISO the
Adile of Canaanıte eity, the vocalısatıon of COUTSC eing unclear. And IL nOL1
hat exactly somethıing that sounds VELY much ıke compelng eity swallowed the
Ontext of eschatologıca. (enthronement) meal?”

In order ese CONN!  S 111 discuss the eXistence of traces of the de1ıty) Mot
death) the Hebrew Ihe Salllc 111 be one for the erb > and finally the esults of
ese QUETI1CS 111 be place the Ontext of the meal Isaıah 75 8a 4C 111 be read the
ontext ofer eschatological enthronement meals

13 and b the Hebrew

As indıcated above 17 both the Hebrew word for ‘death)’ the Aalllec of Canaanıte
eity Because of 1ıke Hosea where the ea personalısed suggest that ere
AIrc mythologıca Overtones ese which perhaps earlıer ea ıth eity
ea
In the cultures surroundıng Israel, the INaın evıidence for the existence of eity 717
from the cune1ıform from Ugarıt. In the aal cycle of MY!  S: Mot SPPERS ON of
aal 11a1ln OppONents, VEl OVErCOMUNG hım and forcing aal into hıs rule which of
COUTITSC that aal dead aa sister nat ser10usly annoyed by the 10Ss of her

From extra-bıblical lıterature, Priest A CX five elements of eschatologıica) meal
ere m1g! be essiah present ere blurred boundary between inaugural meal of
COMMUMNS el and the feast CXÄDICSSION of the perpetua: JOY thıs 11C  < erqa, Heroes of the past AIC

QgueESIS at the meal Nature renewed the mythologica monsters Levıathan and eNemoO! AdIcC

fed uDON
5 Smuiıth 789 Priest D
\ Thıs challenges the thesıs of Priest 236 that there Old Testament (eEXT 1C 1n the
defeat of the dragon the ultımate of HWH ıth the ealıng and driınkıng of the redeemed
| CT ealy, ‘Mot Van der Toorn, Beckıng and Van der Horst Dictionary O; emons and
eities the Bible Leıden rıll col 122 1132 See ISO M.J ulder, Kanadnıtiısche Goden

het U Testament (Den Haag 65-60 TOmp, Primuitive Conceptions of Deatn and
the Nether World the Old Tesatment ome Pontifical 1DIl1Ca|l Instıtute,
| An analogy COU be suggested ere ıth the WaYy 1C| Asherah has een turned 1NtO ıng Dy
the addıng of the ' TON! of the word Isaıah 25 the sentenc: WOU. noTt be dısturbed ıf the v
front of 13 WOU be removed
12 Cf KT  V-VI



brother, and decıdes hunt for Mot, 1N!| hım, and Ortures him, nd ı the end he
releases aal her hen the [WO deıties, Baal and Mot, ave ON 1ina:| 1g 1C
hrough the intervention Of E, nds TaW — the ına 1g st1 COMEC,

the ext  1
As eılty, Mot represents nearly everythıng that aal 0€Ss NOT represent such heat
drought sterilıty eic possible EXCEDLUON suggestion made the Dasıs of nat
treatment of Mot when she OVEICOIMNCS hım OWwever Healey ISO notices ? thıs
treatment by nat only refers the destructive elements of grindıng 9 and NnOL 1fs
ertility. In short SOINCONC 1ıke O0e€es NOL make thıs PCrSON, Mot hıimself
has oun Out LOO, perhaps
Another INaın characterıistic of Mot hIis 1C he TIES satısIy,
HIS MOU . l1p the eart! lıp the heavens tongue the stars! aal
IMuUst hH1S tomach (7J0 OWnNn 1NIO hIs MOU! { And 0)41% should be careful ıth hım es!
he make yOUu ıke amb hıs MOU! and ıke yOU be crushed the crushing of N1S
Jaws
Returning NOW the Hebrew; AaDDCAIrSs hat ese characterıistics of 17 reiurn
number of such Hab where the insatıabıilıty of eal mentioned Iso
Isaı1ah where eo the realm of eal 1fs MOU! and enlarges 1fS (cf
Iso Prov 27 16 and salm 141 Job 18 13 eal saıd ave
firstborn ONC of nH1s characteristics dısease In Isaı1ah 25 Vl 1f 317 not

personalısed STIrTICTt WdY, because of the prefix x ealy notes hat ere MuUst be paralle
ıth Canaanıte mythology because ere G0d wallows 7717 nstead of the er WdYy around

normal 111 refurn thıs ater order establısh thıs beyond Oou er ookıng
the erb xa the Hebrew and ONC garıtıc exft
b en sed the Ontext Of destruction (e Isa Jer 57 Lam

and the erb Iso Certain amount of spee shown Dy the CXPTITECSSION Job
°HOow long ılt hou nOT depart from NOT let alone 111 wallow own

spıttle”?‘ (NRSV) Ihe ord leaves Job alone, NO VEn for the i1ime that Job needs
wallow OwWwn HIS spiıttle Very1for OUT present PUTDOSCS ATrc the IC empIYy
RE depict SOTMNCONC being swallowed Dy the earth (T Dy eo (cf Ex 12 Numbers

Korah) Deuteronomy salm 106 (Dathan and Abıram) Prov
(general)) hıs sOounds much 1ke the behavıour of Mot the Ugarıtic however

the only instance 1C: y and 7717 aAre sed the SdI1lec Isaıah 2 eal
ıtself swallows the Hebrew the SdI1le WaYy G0od swallow eal Isaıah JN
f OMNC wants fınd swallowıng 17 ON should back the garıtic ere
eas! ON 317 swallows indeed KED: ] (transcribed | from He
ere wallow clay 1C COU. be euphemıism for human beings

theHavıng SCCH all hıs the Ontext of Isaıah x being the eschatologıca. meal
personification of 17 and the UuUSec of the erb Y thınk that number of thıngs Can be
establıshe. Ou Isaı1ah 25 8a 11S of all makes excellent suspect traces IC

lıkely ntende: NCcSs of the exXıistence of eity Mot ONe of whose properties wallow

13 Idem, ]
14 For hISs ancıent example of chr hanger DA ıdem 6-35

ealey, 0.C col 126
KTU 61137
1/ KTU n I5%



others An arguments for thıs 1S hat in the Onftext f eschatologıca. meal ( WOU
EeXpecCI (J0d kıll (and eat) h1ıs enemıles. Further, hıs 1S supporte DYy the fact hat the erb
b 18 used, normally connected ıth 1, and finally the DGFE of er instances In the
Hebrew where eal 1S personalısed, Second, CCON! Isaı1ah ShOows ublıme pıece of
IrONY the SUUaAIc centimetre, Dy havıng 717 eieate: by his OW WCAaDON. CNOTTINOUS

appetite: the eswallower 15 swallowed, and hat 1S, 1, rather funny. ® W hether hıs cshould
be read CONSCIOUS plece of monotheistic polemic agalınst polytheısm, whether it 18 In
fact polıshed polytheistic (GE. the Ofe Asherah above), remaıns be SCCI, of
COHFSC Healey already suggested (see above) hat thıs paralle! Was ere. but he dıd NO po1n
Out the connections ıth the eschatologica: meal, NOT the eXaC paralle between the SCS of
the erb b ere and iın the Ugarıitıc

I8 One COU Ssuspect Paul of pıckıng thıs IrONY, when he SCS Isaıah 258 in Cor. m54


