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Mr. Shlomo Moussale{if, who 1S known for hI1is unparallele: collection of Hebrew seals and
OStraca, VC) kındly brought thıs OStTracon INY attention and allowed publısh it'

Ihe inscription
Was wriıtten csherd
hat presumabily Was

part of bow|] Or

pıthos. Measurıiıng he
surface (the CONVCXW sıde) of the Ostracon
yıelds the followıngB data left DDCT sıde /()
IINM, left lower sıde 47
IN sıde 1028  4Er right side
53 (IT, rght lower
sıde 49 [L Its weıght
IS thıck-
Ca about [11111 Ihe
PIOVCNANCEC o he
Ostracon IS unknown.

The Inseription
easıly leg1ble. TIThe He-
TeW etters look SIMI-

Fıg UOstracon “Wheat and W ıne” lar those known
from rad Stratum

(Al 33} At least Our S1gNs should be read Hıeratıic S1gns. One SIıgn probably designates
OTrTN measurement. commonly interpreted the ephah, the meanıng of the other S1gns IS
dısputable. Unfortunately, the Ostracon 15 nNnOTL complete, but it hat only part of the last
Iıne 1S missıng. The CONCAVEC sıde of the Ostracon has not een sed for wrıiting.

W  W want {0 thank Prof. Joseph ave! (HU Jerusalem) for hıs interpretation suggestions and UDr tefan
W ımmer (LMU ünchen for advisıng to interpret the dıfficult Hıeratıic S1IgnNS.



ropose Reading of the (Ostracon

aM OUNTIS %J wheat seah 6kKI*hhtym
1S/Sdq
| * Syhw SA

n ua _ my*Iyyn* y A D
|*Digh*F ON C - a n A [XXXXX]xb*hsrw

Palaeographical Remarks
Ihe OSiIracon has clearly visıble word dıvıders The scr1pt hould be classıtıed belonging
the V II th/V1I th CENLUTY

I he hei SCCI1II5

AaVe tendency VDECN
i ct the IM the DEeN

“ (lıne T-hıs tendency
Isod ()I1 OSTIracon

P DeutschDW é1 n AAW
Heltzer Leh-
[annn 410) nd ONKL the bega of lerusalem

OStracon (Heıde
Aalei and FCN ATC

N  A “"7'WA' /?:»
clearly dıstiınguished—— COMPDarc HAL 1/1 KW ARLA AL

ar —
* — The PDCI horizon-

_ tal Of the he xtends tarANAMAIF the rnght Of the vertical
(especıally lıne 1 and4A7 e the lower WO horızontals
ONV' slhıghtly wıth
the UDDECT horızontal [0
he lett (lıne Cc1 HerrFıg ()stracon Wheat and ıne rawıng
998 50)) teature

known from he CUISIVC Scrıpt of the 7th CeNtury
Ihe yod 0€Ss nOoL cshow 1fs horızontal iıne he aıl the lower right nd therefore nas

n form (cf Renz 999 I3 known maınly from he VII H/VI th cCentury of rad (Al 10 —__
eic and Lachısh (HAL {7/1 IS

In Iıne D the second letter could be ead vude
OL d SIN I1 ı read A! SIN ı1sS shape {8 dıffer
VeETY much Irom the verTYy clear sSIN IN lIıne Untortu-
nately the readıng ISdq would he unexXxplainable 5[N\AF w ere virtualliy Hebrew rOol Sdq and 20 PNFıg [rnl Fıg IN / sade

Iıne ıne embracıng these characters IS known (1n Iınes there
15 IN each lıne) WC look ÜE closelv al both



etters they reveal grealier dıfference than miıght be expected
Whıle the SIN Iıne (Fıg has clear V/ arrangement (Lehmann 998 417 1} 45) known

TOom other Ostraca of the VII S CenNtiury (HeıdeZ F1g Was composed
dıfferently The eft stroke of the letter Wds>s drawn fırst -Jıke troke
followıng The inception of the rests slıghtly below the mıddie of the eft dash
and veCry thın {Ihe eft stroke 00 ASs ıf the serıbe had been interrupted tor
second and hen continued INOVINS HIS hand slıghtly upwards, nd dependent ONM

Fıg vsade that the remaınder of the letter Was turned antı clockwiıse So WE INay tentatıvelı(turned DY 30°
clockwiıse) read Fıg and the letter sade In hıs artıcle (J)I} the Palaeographic Datıng O1

Judaean Seals Vaughn 46) suggested hat the etter wıth the NOSTI
notable degree of varıatıon sade The of the eftward al the rıght end O1 the letter
12 S, of course not COINIMMNON eature of the ate seventh and early sixth centlury SIVEC

scr1pt sude wriıtten hat WdYy WOU normally appPCar Judaean seals (Vaughn 1999 46)
monumental Iinscr1pl0onNs and Ostraca of earlıer 1mes (HAL 11/ 191 Lehmann

418) sımılar CUISIVC form of the sade of the VII th CEeNLUTY, however has een utılızed
OstTracon (Deutsch/ Heltzer 995 99) where the al v small nd DO1INIS shghtly

upwards enz 999 143): consequenly, Fıg Can definıtely be read vude
Fıg and arc read otherwıse and AIC interpreted sSIMN the interpretation of the Hebrew

rOol Sdq has be discussed (see below)
The [WO veLY peculıar S1115 < and SE should be interpreted Hıeratıc fractions

Wımmer. who ıll study these the Irame of investigatıon Hıeratıc numerals and
other S12NS palaeo Hebrew prelımınarıly read them <7Z 1/8 and zn
2/8 He noticed possıbly sımılar S1QNS from rad (Al 54) and Qadesh Barnea
(Lemaire/Vernus 083 3041

TR RFF Z
L AI 34:16 Al 3418 QB 6:1,9 QB 6:3.11

Fıg Hıeratıic fractions (?)

12n Z Was sed the Ontexti of dry ure!  n Ln the cContext of INCASUMNNE
WITNC An (expected) Nıt |1Ssaron between Z and the recıpıent of the ea (lıne
IN1ISSINS perhaps DYy chance perhaps because had een SIVCN before alıy WdYy

I ranslatıon and Vleaning of the ()stracon
Evıdently thıs Ostracon represented 1ıst of quanitıties of SIall and SIVCNMN Out sent
Var1l0Ous PCISONS

Al the eal amounts of wheat> seah/6°
Sadoq 1 1ssaron l
‘Asyahu |1ssaron l and Zı
the FEdomuiıte Of the WINEC L l
Bılgah [ath lP HNCN ND [XXXXXX lackıng AdIC bath? ]

47



iıne AL the wWwheal <UMC of wheat> seah/6? In the pre-exilıc Hebrew Iinscriptions.
whealt Wäas commoniy wriıtten In the plural form 10977 (AH] 349):; the form attested In he
(TE and ıIn post-Exılıc Inser1ptions 111 20D) 1S unusual. Contrary ramaıc. whıch
utilızed yod to indicate ıts plural ending IN C. already in the Tell Fekherye inscription
66). pre-exilıc Hebrew inseription using yod indicate the masculıne plura] suffix -IM Aas
been publıshed 190; cf. Zeviıt 980 3 PPG 227} OQur OSTIracon belongs the domaın
of the inftormal ®  X{IS. thıs fact should NOL be Overestimated. Nevertheless. ıf noteworthy In
he tace of quıte number ot Hebrew Ostraca hat ave informal character but do f show anYy
plene writing of the masculıne plural morpheme.

{Ihe Hıeratic sıgn desıgnating "“amounts of whea: (Naveh 2000 1S usually interpreted
he ephah (Al 329 UL the lethech (AHl X1X)

IS tempting [O read the ast Hıeratic sıgn In Iıne d the number but the [WO small strokes
usually visıble Lop of thıs sıgn Aafc missıng (cf Öller O4 59: Verhoeven ZE23
ıne I0 SAdoq /issaron [ J. For the argument of readıng Isdq instead of ISdq ON palaeographic
[CaAS5OUONS, SCC above. {Ihe 775 1S ell atteste: in epigraphic Hebrew. 77 INaYy be interpreted

hypocorıisticon of the COTILMMNMON WT TS |YHWH| 1S MmYy) riıghteousness” Fowler
162), the hypocorIstic, epigraphic form of the A1TS, known from the and meanıng

IS righteous” Fowler 088 167 HAF /1I 82)
J here 1S: of COUTSC., stil] the possıbıliıty of readıng [$dq. Lookıng for N W-Semiutic rOo Sdq

however. oeSs NOl yvie an Y Convincıng results: there 1S only doubtful attestatıon of Sdq (1ts
meanıng IS unknown) the Me$Sa* stone (DNWSI n — I2 and another (doubtful) ONE In Offtıcıal
ramaıc. Nevertheless., $dq (the grapheme embracıng both phonemes, /S and /8/) INay be the
result ofa diıssımılatıon of the rOOT sdq; cf. the well-known dıssımıilation Of s ın the

öP1S Both forms exısted sıde Dy sıde In Bıblıcal Hebrew (Bergsträsser 14f: GVG 156
PIAP and they should perhaps be classıfıed belonging dıfferent dıalects (BL 28 PIAP
29) Ultimately, thıs understandıng of the grapheme in the eXpression ISdq 1Le viewed the
result ofa dıssımılation of s could lead (0 he Samce. well-known OTE wrıtten dıfferently
d DW, Unfortunately, iın N W-Semuitic there incıdent ofa dissıimilation of the F0OO sdq [0
Sdlq GT, Tropper 993 180: uraoka en | 998 18):: he palaeographic solution remaıns
preferable.

The "ayın the end of Iıne 1S tentatıvely interpreted as An abbrevıation for HN 17192both measurıng ONC tenth of the ephah. Any number before the abbrevıation 1S Missing c1 also
Iınes and S where there 1S number before the abbrevıatıon for bath nd
WeTC both interpreted havıng "ayıin, abbrevıated for “grain“‚ but specıf1c asurement
1S be expecte ere ın lıne

ıne [0 Asyahu /issaron F, and Z I 1D 1S verY COINMON In epigraphic Jdebrew
466), meanıng WH made” YHWH created”. The has the shortened torm ET3 |ines

and utılıze the preposıtion whiıle lınes and have >N before the Since an y verbal
form 1S missıng in lınes 1-5, the together ıth the preposıtions be reconstructed

haYing the following ormula:
2 In RET  contrasl to any expecte dissımılation of sdq 10 slg the Ugarıtic sdkn NaYy result rom d

dissımiılation of q ropper 2000 98). Ihe change of sdq {0 Zzdq in Syriac an assımılation Of s Ü N

before UVG 166) Only the Amorite wrıting Ia-as-du-uq eic he viewed dissımılation of
sdq o Scdq (Huffmon 1965 Z} buft it IS specıfic Fast-Semutic development, showıng the effect of the
de-affrıcation of s ımmediately before d Streck 2000 230 cf. GAG) dj0g2)
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nn +P <measurement> “gıven <measurement>" and
8l +P <measurement> “"sent <measurement> respectively.

The recıplent of the verbal form 1S usually introduced DYy (cT. AHI 445). the addressee of
15 sometimes introduced by but [NOTIC often by \ AHl]l 493{.: cf. GEH

The the end of Iıne 3, together ıth the Hıeratic SIgn L Ssee discussio
NCW sequence:that continues line I} above), start

ıne the Edomite. Of the WINE: 49 Df/ath/ I0 he Edomite Was gıven L1 of the wheat
(lınes and The Edomite 1S be understood nıckname., DYy which people called in
eıir OWN socı1al cırcle (Naveh 990 L21:) These nıcknames could designate person s Orgın.
Occupatıon, characteristics eic (Naveh 990 117 Ihe ethnıcum A wıthout in
apposıtiıon more probably Y INı the artıcle regularly coincıdes wıth the preposıtion 3} n
INCanN, hat thıs InNnan Was had een Edomiute, ()T hat he Was eıther aftılıated somebody
TOmM Edom that h1is father grandfather had een In Edom eic ome ethnıca attested in
Varlous pre-exilıc Hebrew inscr1ptions and In asada do lIıkewise not ave ın apposıtıon.
Ihe gentilıc informal Namlec,-C 1S atteste\ı pıthos TOmM Kuntillet-Agrud
279), OStracon no./9 eultsc. Heltzer 995 99) TOom the Shlomo Moussaileff collection nd

further W-Semiuitic inscriptional materı1al Culsc. 999 129; Lehmann 456), and
probably be interpreted “the Egyptian”. TIhe ainle W “the arnaıte” *the Cyrenian”
aDDCAISs Ostracon 471 from asada (Naveh 990 115) Informal Hebrew
designated Dy ethnıcum Iso known TOmM the Aa ıne IS comparable WDANMIN “Doeg the Edomıite” Sam 21:8° the apposıtiıon WDANM 1S nıckname and oe€es noTl
necessarıly denote Doeg foreigner.

After the wriıter of the Ostracon has Iısted three PDCISONS whom he sent wheat. he
continues ıth wıne, g1ving 1rS the amoun otla whıch he had g1ven Out Of the WINE: M  D
bflath] designatıng SAr ell known TOm Hebrew seals and bullae “"belonging t()“).
TOM SOMINC Ostraca. C Ihds$ °of the month” (Al 8:3.4; 17:8) and Tom the (HALAT 484
153 The Hıeratic sıgn Er Wäads$s discussed above. FOor writing wıthout number. for bath
cf. Al 02 S A

Line Bilgah: b/ath ET Up NO epıgraphic Hebrew atteste!: only the form 5355 (AHI
303 which Iso aDDCAars In the book of Nehemiah (Neh 10:9) Thıs 1S the fırst reference of the
orm >> outsıde the Bıble. known from Chr 24:14 and Neh Thıs sıgnıfıes
“"shinıng forth” “cheerfulness”.

iıne FK lacking Ure [bath?] The ast lıne states the balance. The expression 107
presumably pertaıns wıne. the end of lıne 6, only vertical stroke (1° IS readable. but in
face of the plural form 1a would CXpect greater number (hieratıc SO Any other Hıeratic
sıgn?). Ihe verbal form ar aDDCAIS, wıthout an Yy conftext, Jug from rad (Al no [f the
Qal of SC 15 sed ın the OntextTi ıth specıfic g00ds hat AdIc lackıng decreasing, they AdICc
fluıds S50, both watlter (Gen 630 and 011 (BCC 9:8) Can be subjects of Or cf. especılally 1Kı
T ALö i 1W M7DS) M7 w TD “the meal in the barreli cshal]l not aste. neıther
shall Ihe nil INn the cruse fail”.

The expression e} A “Hadaı the E domuite” (IKı 1:14), however, IS In Its cContext clearlysignifyıng Hadad’s orıg1n, and NT should here nOT be classıfıed all informal 1Name
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