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*ehoash’s Improbable Inscription
Ernst Axel Knauf — Bern/Jerusalem”

An inscr1ption from the erusalem antıquities’ market, 1C W das rejecte by the Israel Museum
for g0o0d reasonNs, has 110 een 6,  uthenticated” by geologists‘. The onfhıct between the
epiıgraphica. and the sc1entific evıdence COA} for SOI remarks.

Epigraphy
The inscr1ıption 1s incısed rectangular tablet (0.31 .27 of sandstone., olored dark Dy
hıgh Ontent of ematıte. All S1ZNS AfIc clearly readable
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The forger etraye hıimself ın the ast IIne: in Ep1igraphic Hebrew, 10 COU. only I1Call **h1s
(two more people:  IT which 1$ hardly ntende: It 15 noteworthy that thıs vıdent blunder
escaped the notice of hıghly qualıified scholars who dIie natıve speakers of modern Hebrew“. Far
from eing the ep1ıgraphic SUOUTICEC of Kıngs I the inscription has the (partıally miscopied and
misunderstood) Hebrew ıfs SUUICE Line 15° ackneye: version of Ditn 288 Line 13f

Ihıs nolfe Was rafted al the Instıtute for vance: Studies, TIhe Hebrew Universıity, Jerusalem.
Sh Hanı, KRosenteld Dvorachek, Stone Tablet wıth Ancıent Hebrew Inscription Attrıbuted

Yehoash. Kıng of Archaeometry and Epi1graphy Geological Survey of Israe] Current Research 13
09-116
( the VOICES collected by Shragal, ere 1S nothing else ıke Ha’aretz January 16, 2003

(www.haaretzdaıly.com). According ollow-up (Ha’arety January D the eXpert consulted Dy the Israe]l
Museum Was 0ose ave: g00d photograph of the inserıption Wäas publıshed Dy Lefkovits, Controversıial ‘Fırst
JTemple tablet reputedly dates Kıng 03as The Jerusalem ost January E 2003 (wWwW.Jpost.com).



1S ase‘ Ex 1L2.144; exchanging ja for unwarranted” Z 10 hat “thıs day  77
testify hat the work Wäas successful”? Jhen, the yıqgtol-L 18 impossı1ble. Or hat ıt be
successful? Bult when, 1{ NOTL Dy the time of ıts completion? Ihe archıtectural ferminı technici
drawn from ings 61 and Ings 1ıth characteristic mistakes. From Kıngs 6.5-5, 31-34;
TI derıve the - H 51177 DA 15 COA (sıc!) and AM: the wriıter
dropped in the “"recesses” and forget delete plene-wrıting in the SpIr: staırs”. From
ings OM E1 and UNN S a  P (42.6I1); NS 0U (12:12p):
A8MOQ Czlal:  L  Srg ( mD7 the WOOd.- upgrade: DYy the scribe ıth the help f
ToNn “"Cypress-wood” and augmented Dy copper/bronze, IC Was, evıdently the
forger’s incomprehension, sed DY Solomon in plenty, but 15 NOL mentioned in Kıngs at all)
and MI0 (12:36) The “Salıthfulness  27 of Ings S Wads mıisconstrued Dy the forger
referring the work nstead of the accountıing, and 1D11ca "damage ” became modern Hebrew
“repair””. Further 1DI1Ca. utiLlıze Dy the forger WeTIC Kıngs 0 18 (the ‘“desert” and the
nd’), augmented Dy ‘*all the f udah’”, which make theır first dDDCAdIdl1CcE in Kın
8.13 Isa 36. 1° and hen quıte prominent in Jer and ToNn. The introductory remark
S be drawn from xod 3532931

At the beginning, (NE 18 nvıted restore HE 72 TTITILSN a UT
something vC. sımılar, but it remaıns MYySIETYy how ese insınuated restorations AdIC be
reconcıled ıth the abundan: waltıng be fiılled iın

For the scr1pt (and maybe Iso for the frame around the tex: the es inscr1ıption
obviously served the MO The *“ Jehoash””-text SQUaIcS a ıth the Sıloam inscr1ption,
incomplete roya: udaean epigraph from the 7Ih century®, and the 8th 7lh centuries iragment
from the City of avı excavations’. 15 Dy iımpossıble hat fragments of udaean
buildıng inscr1ptions ave een ll be OUnN! durıng the continumg legal Wagf construction
work the Temple ount, but Naveh’s pIECE Jer(/7):39] demonstrates NOW such be
expecte: 00k

Geology
Carbon partıcles from the stone’s patına SaVC the 14C date of 90/200 cal RBCE 206) hıs date 15
meanıngless wıthout cComparatıve so1l1 and patına samples from VarıoOus locatıons In Jerusalem (1t
15 assumed hat the patına W as ormed ın the earth, er the Was burıed) Each carbon
partıcle from the patına COU ave had dıfferent hıstorical or1gın, NOT 15 ıt clear when and HOow
ıf became incorporated in the patına. The Obvıous conclusion from the geological n hat
Jerusalem’s forgers 110 NOW how produce patına eCause the patına Iso COVEOIS the etters,
th‘ assumption of ancıent unınseribed stone havıng een used Dy the forgers 1S nOol sufficıent

Greenberg accordıng Ha’ aretz (n
Greenberg accordıng Ha’aretz (n.

ere Sennacher1 IS charged for rather INOTEC damage han he infhlicted indeed. cf recently Knauf, Who
Destroyed Beersheba IL Hübner Knauf ed., Keın anı für sıch alleın tudıen Kulturkontakt In
Kanaan, Israel/Palästina und Ebıirnärı für anitre: Weiıppert ZUNM 65 Geburtstag OBO 186; Frıbourg und Göttingen

181-195
Nnau! ezekıa OT Manasseh Reconsıderation of the ıloam Tunnel and Inser1ption: Tel AVIV 25 (2001)

281-287
ave| IEJ 392 (1982) 95-198; enz Röllig, anı  uC der althebrätischen Epigraphik (Darmsta«

266fer|



explaın the ata Thıs observatıon 18 1so relevant for the authenticıty of the “brother of Jesus”
OSSUary. Scientific testing CAall, in hıs Case, only the non-authenticıty. If object 1S devo1d
of materı1al iraces ırreconcılable ıth hat ıt pretends be, ıt 1$ DYy mplıed that ıt 1S
genulne. In the dSCcC of the “ Jehoash” inscr1ption and probably of the “Brother of Jesus”
OSSUAaTY, O0 sclentific testing only chows hat the forger(s) dıd g0ood Job

The explanatıon of the gold partıcles OUnN! ın the patına gıven by the geologists ShOWS
ack of coordınatıon between sclentists and hıstori1ans: they derive it from the 586 destruction of

Solomon’s temple“*. As readers of the KNOW, ıt Wäas NnOL exactly Solomon’s temple that W ds

destroyed Dy the Babylonians. In 1ı1t10N VarıO0Ous ributes and CONqUESIS, which aftfecte!|
Jerusalem between the 1 Oth CeNntury and 5806, ere W das eas the earthquake of Amos 9.1)
which necessitated refurbıshing of the temple ın the Egyptian INanNnnNeI the end of the
8lh and the beginnıng of the 7!h Centlury (Isa 623 If the stone W ds burı:ed for ıle for “aging”

In Temple Oun debris’ °‚ the gold COU easıly be explaıned washed OWwn from the ome
above the rock (whıch requıres re-gildıng from time time for hıs VE eason). More lıkely,
however, 1S the assumption hat the workshop 1C produce hıs forgerYy 1Iso works In gold*”

Ole ÖN the antiquities’ market
Ihe author 1S of several workshops producıing “antıquıities” in Jerusalem its Vicınıty for
the ast 25 In the of inscr1pt1ons (not all of hem vVver publıshed), the technıcal
perfection of the letter forms usually the grammatıcal and exıcal understandıng of hat
the forgers ntende!« write. Wıth the breakdown of Ourısm in the past [WO and the
disappearance of the market for .6  SMa forgeries” ıke pottery and seals, the workshops NOW SCCII

CONCENTrate spectacular objects C they hope market internationally.

Kings improbable candıdate for archaeologica “verification » >

aV Na’aman expressed reservatıons concerning the inscription s authenticıty because he had
postulated epigraphical SOUTCEC for Kıngs 1n 199812 murder f alıa| by udaean
conspiırators, and renovatıon of the temple under ehoash, ere m1g ave een Except for
rather lımıted OTrec of I Kings }LT betray themselves post-exilıc addıtions the
book of 1ngs, presupposing the finalızed ora|l by number of linguistic ‘” and hıstorical
anachronisms:

anı al., K ST
U Keel Jahwe- Visıonen und Sıegelkunsi eıne neue Deutung der Majestätsschilderungen ın Jes 6, E7 n und |
und Sach SBS StuttgartI0 According Haaretz, January ET. 2003, the Was “found” the Islamıc eneath the Golden Gate
Because of ıs hıgher Content of acıds and other organıc agentSs, sO1] m1g| be particularly well suıted for
artıfıcıal agıng.

cea] of udaean Kkıng, consısting f DUre gold, Wäas recently ffered the market and, agaın, nolL bought by the
Israel Museum (JI knowledgeable collectors.
|  J Na’aman accordıng Ha’ aretz January 2003; cf ıd., oyal inscrıptions and the histories of 0as and
Ahaz, Ings of 48 (1998) 337 349 Ihe present author egards the “irregular words and eXpressions”

344) In ıngs —n late-bıblical rather than pre-bıblical.
13 Narratıve gatal (ktiv) LE (ktiv) 1.4,91, 5 Karıen mercenarIıes 11.4, 19) aAIc nOTt attested ore the 71h
Cenlury. (n the other hand, 15A1 (ktiv) BA and 720 A  E |.20.are rather archaıc.



The exıistence of Hıgh Priest"‘;
Athalıah's Ssuppose attempt murder the SOUTICEC of her W rule’s lJegitimaCcy, the
prince
he eed of fees and “natıonal” fund ralsıng effort SuppOort hat has een roya.
SAaNCLIUAaTrY, and the king's oblıgatıon take Carec of.

Kıngs addresses problems of the Second Temple, nOotL of the roya. of the pre-exilic
per10d. I ehoash VT repaıred the temple, and referred HIS work in inscr1ption, the
WOU. probably ave read

m  >  E C]} AAa l HN]
sımply

Nr 8 CIST en z I 1A5

Addıtıonal nofes uly Z2. Since the above W das submitted, the * I9oash Tal has een
declared fake Dy the Israel ntiquıties Authorıity, and 1ts 1S under interrogatıon Dy the
polıce. C further Knauf, Dıe ..  oasch”-Inschriuft eın Nachruf: WUB 28 (2003) 62-63:;

CTrOoss, Ofes the Forged Plaque Recording Repaıirs the Temple: IEJ 53 (2003) 119-122;
Eph’‘al, The ehoash Inscription’: Forgery IEJ %o (2003) LL

uILYy Za “Antıquities dealer ded (jolan has een arrested SUSp1ICc10N of forging
artıfacts Iınked Jesus and the Jerusalem Temple. He 1S being investigate for Tau [OrgerY,
using forged documents, and perverting the COUTSC of Justice. olan W as arrested Oonday HIS
Tel Avıv Ome durıng probe into hIs dealıng ın fake antıquities. ese included the 0as
inscr1iption,The existence of a High Priest'“;  Athaliah’s supposed attempt to murder the source of her own rule’s legitimacy, the crown  prince ;  The need of fees and a “national” fund raising effort to support what has been a royal  sanctuary, and the king’s obligation to take care of.  2 Kings 12 addresses problems of the Second Temple, not of the royal sanctuary of the pre-exilic  period. If Jehoash ever repaired the temple, and referred to his work in an inscription, the entry  would probably have read  MIM ma Ta M mI  or simply  RT DD D MM D7 3R JOI  Additional notes (July 22, 2003): Since the above was submitted, the ‘“Joash Tablet” has been  declared a fake by the Israel Antiquities Authority, and its owner is under interrogation by the  police. Cf. further E. A. Knauf, Die “Joasch”-Inschrift — ein Nachruf: WUB 28 (2003) 62-63; F.  M. Cross, Notes on the Forged Plaque Recording Repairs to the Temple: IEJ 53 (2003) 119-122;  I. Eph‘al, The ‘Jehoash Inscription’: A Forgery: IEJ 53 (2003) 124-128.  (July 23, 2003): “Antiquities dealer Oded Golan has been arrested on suspicion of forging  artifacts linked to Jesus and the Jerusalem Temple. He is being investigated for fraud, forgery,  using forged documents, and perverting the course of justice. Golan was arrested Monday at his  Tel Aviv home during a probe into his dealing in fake antiquities. These included the Joash  inscription, ... and an ossuary ... bearing the-inscription “James, brother of Jesus.” ... During the  searches, Golan led investigators to a room he had built on the roof of his Tel Aviv home where  they found equipment and materials Golan is believed to have used to “forge” antiquities. A  number of other “antiques” in various stages of production were uncovered. During yesterday’s  court hearing, detectives expressed their “surprise” that the James ossuary, briefly insured for  more than $1 million, was being stored on Golan’s roof without any security or protection from  the elements. Police suspect Golan has sold millions of dollars worth of forged antiquities over  the years to various museums and institutions abroad... Golan denies all allegations...”: Jonathan  Lis & Nadav Shragai, Haaretz English Edition, Wednesday, July 23, 2003, p. 3.  145  157 D7  11.9 (who might have been one of the conspirators against Athaliah) becomes “the priest” among the  Other priests (thus, the High Priest, 12.11) in 12.8.  !> Ch Levin, Der Sturz der Königin Atalja : ein Kapitel zur Geschichte Judas im 9. Jahrhundert v. Chr (SBS 105;  1982) 85-87. If there was an epigraphic source for that event, it might have read: “Athaliah bat Omri established  herself at Jerusalem and oppressed Judah for seven years, In the seventh year, Yhwh’s anger subsided, and he  returned his favor to his people. Yhwh (and not Jehojada!) made me king, but as for Athaliah, my servants cut her  down in the palace.”  b  nand OSSUaryThe existence of a High Priest'“;  Athaliah’s supposed attempt to murder the source of her own rule’s legitimacy, the crown  prince ;  The need of fees and a “national” fund raising effort to support what has been a royal  sanctuary, and the king’s obligation to take care of.  2 Kings 12 addresses problems of the Second Temple, not of the royal sanctuary of the pre-exilic  period. If Jehoash ever repaired the temple, and referred to his work in an inscription, the entry  would probably have read  MIM ma Ta M mI  or simply  RT DD D MM D7 3R JOI  Additional notes (July 22, 2003): Since the above was submitted, the ‘“Joash Tablet” has been  declared a fake by the Israel Antiquities Authority, and its owner is under interrogation by the  police. Cf. further E. A. Knauf, Die “Joasch”-Inschrift — ein Nachruf: WUB 28 (2003) 62-63; F.  M. Cross, Notes on the Forged Plaque Recording Repairs to the Temple: IEJ 53 (2003) 119-122;  I. Eph‘al, The ‘Jehoash Inscription’: A Forgery: IEJ 53 (2003) 124-128.  (July 23, 2003): “Antiquities dealer Oded Golan has been arrested on suspicion of forging  artifacts linked to Jesus and the Jerusalem Temple. He is being investigated for fraud, forgery,  using forged documents, and perverting the course of justice. Golan was arrested Monday at his  Tel Aviv home during a probe into his dealing in fake antiquities. These included the Joash  inscription, ... and an ossuary ... bearing the-inscription “James, brother of Jesus.” ... During the  searches, Golan led investigators to a room he had built on the roof of his Tel Aviv home where  they found equipment and materials Golan is believed to have used to “forge” antiquities. A  number of other “antiques” in various stages of production were uncovered. During yesterday’s  court hearing, detectives expressed their “surprise” that the James ossuary, briefly insured for  more than $1 million, was being stored on Golan’s roof without any security or protection from  the elements. Police suspect Golan has sold millions of dollars worth of forged antiquities over  the years to various museums and institutions abroad... Golan denies all allegations...”: Jonathan  Lis & Nadav Shragai, Haaretz English Edition, Wednesday, July 23, 2003, p. 3.  145  157 D7  11.9 (who might have been one of the conspirators against Athaliah) becomes “the priest” among the  Other priests (thus, the High Priest, 12.11) in 12.8.  !> Ch Levin, Der Sturz der Königin Atalja : ein Kapitel zur Geschichte Judas im 9. Jahrhundert v. Chr (SBS 105;  1982) 85-87. If there was an epigraphic source for that event, it might have read: “Athaliah bat Omri established  herself at Jerusalem and oppressed Judah for seven years, In the seventh year, Yhwh’s anger subsided, and he  returned his favor to his people. Yhwh (and not Jehojada!) made me king, but as for Athaliah, my servants cut her  down in the palace.”  b  nbearıng the inscription “ James, brother of Jesus.”The existence of a High Priest'“;  Athaliah’s supposed attempt to murder the source of her own rule’s legitimacy, the crown  prince ;  The need of fees and a “national” fund raising effort to support what has been a royal  sanctuary, and the king’s obligation to take care of.  2 Kings 12 addresses problems of the Second Temple, not of the royal sanctuary of the pre-exilic  period. If Jehoash ever repaired the temple, and referred to his work in an inscription, the entry  would probably have read  MIM ma Ta M mI  or simply  RT DD D MM D7 3R JOI  Additional notes (July 22, 2003): Since the above was submitted, the ‘“Joash Tablet” has been  declared a fake by the Israel Antiquities Authority, and its owner is under interrogation by the  police. Cf. further E. A. Knauf, Die “Joasch”-Inschrift — ein Nachruf: WUB 28 (2003) 62-63; F.  M. Cross, Notes on the Forged Plaque Recording Repairs to the Temple: IEJ 53 (2003) 119-122;  I. Eph‘al, The ‘Jehoash Inscription’: A Forgery: IEJ 53 (2003) 124-128.  (July 23, 2003): “Antiquities dealer Oded Golan has been arrested on suspicion of forging  artifacts linked to Jesus and the Jerusalem Temple. He is being investigated for fraud, forgery,  using forged documents, and perverting the course of justice. Golan was arrested Monday at his  Tel Aviv home during a probe into his dealing in fake antiquities. These included the Joash  inscription, ... and an ossuary ... bearing the-inscription “James, brother of Jesus.” ... During the  searches, Golan led investigators to a room he had built on the roof of his Tel Aviv home where  they found equipment and materials Golan is believed to have used to “forge” antiquities. A  number of other “antiques” in various stages of production were uncovered. During yesterday’s  court hearing, detectives expressed their “surprise” that the James ossuary, briefly insured for  more than $1 million, was being stored on Golan’s roof without any security or protection from  the elements. Police suspect Golan has sold millions of dollars worth of forged antiquities over  the years to various museums and institutions abroad... Golan denies all allegations...”: Jonathan  Lis & Nadav Shragai, Haaretz English Edition, Wednesday, July 23, 2003, p. 3.  145  157 D7  11.9 (who might have been one of the conspirators against Athaliah) becomes “the priest” among the  Other priests (thus, the High Priest, 12.11) in 12.8.  !> Ch Levin, Der Sturz der Königin Atalja : ein Kapitel zur Geschichte Judas im 9. Jahrhundert v. Chr (SBS 105;  1982) 85-87. If there was an epigraphic source for that event, it might have read: “Athaliah bat Omri established  herself at Jerusalem and oppressed Judah for seven years, In the seventh year, Yhwh’s anger subsided, and he  returned his favor to his people. Yhwh (and not Jehojada!) made me king, but as for Athaliah, my servants cut her  down in the palace.”  b  nDuring the
searches, olan led invest1igators [OOIN he had Duilt the roof of h1is Tel Avıv Oome where
they found equıpment and materı1als olan 18 belıeved avVe used “forge” antıquities.
number of er ““antıques” In Varıous stages of production WeIC uncovered. Duriıng yesterday s

hearıng, detectives expressed theır “surprise” hat the James OSSUarYy, briefly insured for
11NOTEC than mıillıon, Was being stored Golan’s roof wıthout an Y seCcurıty OTr protection from
the elements. Polıce SUSDECL olan has sold miıllıons of dollars WOTr of forged antıquities VOI

the Varıous USCUINS and instıiıtutions abroad olan denies all allegatıons.The existence of a High Priest'“;  Athaliah’s supposed attempt to murder the source of her own rule’s legitimacy, the crown  prince ;  The need of fees and a “national” fund raising effort to support what has been a royal  sanctuary, and the king’s obligation to take care of.  2 Kings 12 addresses problems of the Second Temple, not of the royal sanctuary of the pre-exilic  period. If Jehoash ever repaired the temple, and referred to his work in an inscription, the entry  would probably have read  MIM ma Ta M mI  or simply  RT DD D MM D7 3R JOI  Additional notes (July 22, 2003): Since the above was submitted, the ‘“Joash Tablet” has been  declared a fake by the Israel Antiquities Authority, and its owner is under interrogation by the  police. Cf. further E. A. Knauf, Die “Joasch”-Inschrift — ein Nachruf: WUB 28 (2003) 62-63; F.  M. Cross, Notes on the Forged Plaque Recording Repairs to the Temple: IEJ 53 (2003) 119-122;  I. Eph‘al, The ‘Jehoash Inscription’: A Forgery: IEJ 53 (2003) 124-128.  (July 23, 2003): “Antiquities dealer Oded Golan has been arrested on suspicion of forging  artifacts linked to Jesus and the Jerusalem Temple. He is being investigated for fraud, forgery,  using forged documents, and perverting the course of justice. Golan was arrested Monday at his  Tel Aviv home during a probe into his dealing in fake antiquities. These included the Joash  inscription, ... and an ossuary ... bearing the-inscription “James, brother of Jesus.” ... During the  searches, Golan led investigators to a room he had built on the roof of his Tel Aviv home where  they found equipment and materials Golan is believed to have used to “forge” antiquities. A  number of other “antiques” in various stages of production were uncovered. During yesterday’s  court hearing, detectives expressed their “surprise” that the James ossuary, briefly insured for  more than $1 million, was being stored on Golan’s roof without any security or protection from  the elements. Police suspect Golan has sold millions of dollars worth of forged antiquities over  the years to various museums and institutions abroad... Golan denies all allegations...”: Jonathan  Lis & Nadav Shragai, Haaretz English Edition, Wednesday, July 23, 2003, p. 3.  145  157 D7  11.9 (who might have been one of the conspirators against Athaliah) becomes “the priest” among the  Other priests (thus, the High Priest, 12.11) in 12.8.  !> Ch Levin, Der Sturz der Königin Atalja : ein Kapitel zur Geschichte Judas im 9. Jahrhundert v. Chr (SBS 105;  1982) 85-87. If there was an epigraphic source for that event, it might have read: “Athaliah bat Omri established  herself at Jerusalem and oppressed Judah for seven years, In the seventh year, Yhwh’s anger subsided, and he  returned his favor to his people. Yhwh (and not Jehojada!) made me king, but as for Athaliah, my servants cut her  down in the palace.”  b  nonat  an
E1Ss aV Shragal, Haaretz Englısh kEdıtıion, Wednesday, July Z 2003,
4T ”7  21 1.9 (wWwho might have been ONC of the cConspirators agalnst Athalıah) becomes S  the priest‘ aM ONS he
other priests us, the Hıgh Priest, 12.1 l ın 12  ..
ı5 Ch Levın, Der Sturz der Könıigın Atalja eın Kapıtel ZUr Geschichte ASs m Jahrhundert Chr SBS 105;

8I-87 f there Wäas epıgraphic SUUTICE for hat event, ıl might have reaı alıah hat (Imrı establıshed
erself al Jerusalem and oppressed Judah for YCars, In the eventh hwh's ANSCI subsıded and he
returned 21s favor his people wn and nOoL Jehojada!) made Kıng, but for Athalıah. 11y servants Cufl her
down In the palace.”
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