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| Perspective from Isa. 11:6-9

Emmanuel Nwaoru P0}"4" Harcoyft, Nigeria
ManYy hypotheses ave een proffered oday NOW ul New OFr er.

Experience sShows hat the dream of New OTr'| er 18 far from coming [IHO; probably,
because the PIODCI relatıonshıps between natıons ave nNOt een establıshed Ihe ongıing
however continues because ere 1S OUuUnN: In human eing hat cravıing for harmon10us
and peaceful ıfe together ıth others and the unıverse arge The 15 ‚VE LLNOIC intense
in times of cChaos, when often ere arıses general optimısm for future refturn the ost
g10r10US per10d. Many ancıent cultures ave shown in stories, Olklore MY'  S, eic evıdence of

remembrance of 910r10US primordial per10d, real imag1nary. Rather han Just recall
paradıs1iac per10d, Isaıah stretches his ımagınatıon depict WOT. of frıendiy and
harmon10us relatiıonshı1ps, Composed of creaftures (humans, anımals, reptiles) hat
otherwıse antıthetically elated. Indeed, the prophet’s imagınatıon SUCS beyond his peculıar
sıtuation and time ()JUT WOT. much conceived disordered and dıvıded WOTr

Because of ıts rich and peculıar imagerYy Isa. R 6-' in ıts Onftext has become ON of
Ose prophetic oracles hat ave captureı the een interest of INanYy scholars ın NIStOTrY. has
reated opportunıitıies for all 1N! of interpretations. Ihe KEeY the applıcatıon of the tEXTt:
SUDDOSC, 15 the prophet’s efusal adop! outright Comparatıve metaphorıca. approac ın
presenting the creatures In the oracle. He sımply chooses depict sıtuation, harmon10us
relatıonshıp between dıfferent cCreatures The a1m of hıs CAaSSaYy 15 SCC hat INCSSaLC the
prophet cCOommuUuUNnNIıCaAte ıth hıs magery and examıne HOW Can make the
INCSSaLc ear the fforts owards uıldıng New Or er. It 11l Ou hıs by
examınıng hat made the relatıonshıp ordıal and harmon10us and DYy contrasting the events
of (QUT present WOT. order ıth ıt. By makıng Isa. FE16:0 relevant the here-and-now
s1ıtuatiıon ıf 1S ope| hat AWAarenNnNeSs$sS COu be reated of orıgınal plan for the
unıverse, namely hat all HIS Creatures wıthout dıstinction should lıve iın peacefu harmonYy GEr
(jen L26S 35

iIsa. 11:6-9 and Other Anciıent Traditions

par' from the Old 1estament hat has In several er instances expressed the idea of the
renewal of the paradıs1ac condıtions creation, when humans and er anımals WOU lıve in

(Hos and anımals themselves lıve In perfect armonYy (Isa 65 23 Job D
23); OQUT Sstudy detects hat ere in Ian y dıfferent ancıent cultures SfOr1€eS and MY'  S;
which paınt ıdyllıc situations such the ONeC read In Isa. 11:6-9 Ihey describe
primordial per10d of and harmon10us COeX1istence reated thıngs.

In Sumerıjan myth, nkı and Ninhursag 38), the and of Dılmun 15 described
and in 16 “the utters Cr1es. .. the l10n NOL, the olf snatches nNnOotL the amb,

unknown 1S the kıd-devourıng 1ld dog Another myth, Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta,
ecalls "golden A,  age hus “Once uUuDON tiıme, ere W as snake, ere Was Scorplon,
ere Was yena, ere W as l10n, ere Was 1ld dog, wolf, ere W dads fear,
terror, INan had rival ”” According the Akkadıan epIC of Gilgamesh, ere W as NC

Gross, Die Idee des ewıgen und allgemeinen Weltfriedens m Alten Orıent und m Alten Testament ITıier:
Paulınus Verlag 1956. 24; also (3.3 Botterweck 6C  ebh” In Theologica: Dıictionary of the Old Testament

ranı Rapıds: Wm.B Eerdmans 1980, 1-/7,
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harmon10us ıfe together between Enkiıidu and anımals. We read: “Wıth the gazelles he eel
5 1ıth the 1ıld beasts he drıinks the watering place, ıth the creeping creatures hIs

heart elıghts in water ”“ Ihe Arabıan and Persian wrıters envisaged such peaceful armonYy
in the unıverse when and good kıng reigned. Fırdusı in his oo0k of Ing2S found ONC
such ruler in Mahmoud the powerful kıng, the ruler of the WOT. whose ank the olf and
the amb COINEC together TInk. -

Outsıiıde the ancıent Near Eastern eXiSs: the of the Greco-Roman WOT. portraye: In
Varı0ous golden dASC when the 1ıld beasts SIOW (ame; Serpents and DO1SONOUS eT!
become harmless. In fact, Theoecritus (Idyll ”I here be time when the

olf chal RE the kıd lyıng Casc, and fee]l desıre do ıt INJurYy. ” From
Vırgıl (Eclogue 4:22) read: “Nor the OC fear the great lons” and from h1is
Georgics (3:537-539) nıghtly olf hat round the enclosure prowled, leap the fence,
NO plots NOL the fold ame: ıth sharper pain, the earful doe and yıng stag amıdst
the greyhounds DU, and round the dwellıngs FOaM, of INan eır former foe  27

Ihe Sıbyllıne Oracles (lınes 788-/795) paınt the harmon10us sıtuatiıon thus

Wolves and lambs ıll eal together In the MOUNFAILNS.
Leopards will feed together ıth kids. Roving bears ll spend the
night ıth calves. The flesh-eating Iıon ıll eal USKS Al the
MAanger like O. an MeTE infant children 11l lead them ıth
D: For he ll make the heasts earth harmless. erpents and
ASpDS 11l sleep ıth habies and will NOL arm them, for the hand of
God ıll he UDON them.

One INaYy wonder why thıs MO 15 NOTL expressediy found In Egyptian Iıterature The
[Cason COU be hat ancıent ZYPp! orıgınal armon10us and peacefu. relatiıonshıp
between anımals, humans and the gods Ihe ‚gyptian mınd 0€es noTt CONCEeIVe WOT. In
1eC anımals and humans AIic separate: make sharp distinetions between hem. Unlike the
Old Testament Gen 9  - gyptan tradıtiıon ascrıbed humans the lordshıp
OT: anımals because they WeTC referred together Za lıyıng 1ngs)  r *°ql] reated
1ngs)  227 In fact, the word wt Sm: lıyestock) 1S collective ame for reated things,
including humans;,  > showing the COINIMMNON or1gin human beings chare ıth er created
beings. Iso indıicates hat partnershıp characterises the attıtude of humans owards anımals
and, indeed,

We ave SCCH that the notion of primordial per10d of harmonYy between reated things in
the uniıverse W as rooted in INan y ancıent cultures. We ave also SCECI hat such of
harmony W das lost in the COUTISC of time. Like the Old Testament tradıtıon (GF. Gen

1-3), SOINC er ancıent cultures do NOLT ave clear V1s1on HhOW re-establiısh the
pristine of armony. Hence they present anımals both rnNers of human beings

However, thıs sıtuatıon Was short-lıved because he lost it iımmediıately he had sexual COntlLacl wıth prostitute,
"Havıng satısfıed iımself wıth the Enkıdu turned reJomın the anımals. Seeing hım, the gazelles [an Off,
the beasts of the Steppe 1€! AWAYy from hım. Matthews, Benjamın, Old Testament Parallels.
New York Paulıst Press, 1997, CF ANEIT, 75

OR Clarke, Isaıah-Malachiı Commentary Vol. 4, Albany: Ages Software 1997, 168
(: Charlesworth, ed., The Old Testament Pseudoepigrapha Apocalyptic Literature and Testaments

London Darton, Longman Todd 1983, 379 (- also 1ılo, De Praemiis el Poenıis. 59-90:; Lactantıus, Dıvine
Instıtutes, F: DA reads: “Lions and calves wıll stand together al the aAanscr feed:; the wolf wıll NnOTL steal the
sheep; the dog wıll not hunt; aW| and eagles wıll nNOL do harm; wıll play wıth snakes” In eierrarı

al G0S.. Ihe Fathers Church vol 49 Washıington: Ihe atholıc Unıhversıity of Amerıca Press 1964, 5A4  UE
(: Hornung, “Dıie Bedeutung des Tıieres im alten Agypten en 20 (1967) 69 n
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ell elir food.® oug. Afrıcan cCoOsmology SCCS the unıverse integrated ole In
which the ıfe of ach reated eing (anımate inanımate) and that of the eity 18 unıque
ell connected ıth others, it 18 nNOoTt free from the dılemma. Afrıcan mythology 0€eSs NnOTL
puL humans, anımals and plants pDar ıth ach other./ It 0€s NOL Ven envisage future
per10d of harmon10us existence between hem because ıt CONCE1IVES the WOT:! moving in
“immortal regeneratıve cycles f birth, eal and rebı In fact, SOTINEC early Tee. and
philosophers WOU sCC such partnership and armon10us cCoex1istence between humans and
anımals inconceivable ®©

Not in Tew instances o0es the PTFODOSC extreme actions, elımınation of 1ld anımals,
WdYy of restoring the primordial armonYy FL Isa. 3559 BE7Zzk S4258 Lev 26:6) In fact, ıt 1S

majJor factor in the Sumerı1an 1e6W the golden dDC, where ıld anımals and reptiles AIec
eiıther be elımınated theır nature transformed_? ato Z0OCS Ven further Sa y ..  one 0es
not eed change VICIOUS anımals but TEINOVEC them.  27

In all thıs, there marked dıfferences between Isa 1:4: G and the “golden 27  age MY!
Whiıle mMost of them depict the primordial per10d hat f COSINOS wıthout ıld anımals,
wıthout danger and anxlety, OUTr exXi posiıtıvely depicts per10d of ota. harmonYy between all
reated beings things), when the feroc10us anımal and ıts DICY lıve sıde by sıde. Ihe exquıisıte
magery of Isaı1ah 18 unequalled; the Circumstances and harmon10us relatiıonshıps desceribed
and, indeed, the quıintessence of the oracle ATec in the maın NOL ouched UDON Dy the ancılent
MY and, therefore, Cannot unqualifiedly be regarded ıts or1gin. 1Io be :emarked OO 15
that the anımals presented ıth specıific attrıbutes Ihey ATIc neıther called 1ı1ld NOTL
domestic, neıther feroc10us NOT gentle. Rather, the emphasıs 18 the acCt1ons that describe
e1r attıtude and relatiıons ach 0!  IS sıtuation in 1C .ö, leopard becomes
the house of the amb._.” The end result 15 hat ere ll be hurt and for
destruction In the entire unıverse v.5) NOL because ıld anımals dIC elımınated but hat
ordıal relatiıonshıp eXI1sts.

Isa. 11:6-9 and ıts history of Interpretation
Isa. 11 6-9, ave pointed Out, has capture: the een interest OT INal y scholars iın

hıstory, resulting ın Varlous interpretations. For instance, Gunkel belıeves hat Isaıah in hıs
oracle made uUse of golden AgC myth, the orıgın f which Was ar Hebrew.  11 According

In spıte of the equal staius ancıent ‚Zyp! ascrıbes all created thıngs, read Irom the Instruction Kıng
Merıkare, datıng back the Mıddle Kıngdom, althoug! the [E X{ 18 consıdered be later addıtion, that the
creator-god made for humans plants and cattle, fowl] and fısh feed them  EP; (F Hornung, “Dıie Bedeutung
des Tieres, 70; Lichtheim, Ancıent Egyptian Literature 1, erkeley: Universıity of Calıfornıa Press
1975, 106 Currid, Ancıent Egypt and the Old Testament, ranı Rapıds: er ‚00 997 70.

IT wo MYy' from ende, Sierra Leone hıghlıght thıs VIEW. Ihe ONEC describes primordial per10d when the
Creatior god shared COMMMON lıfe wıth anımals and humans (cf. Abanuka, in and the African Universe,
ENnugu: naap Press 1999, 67-6; the other per10d when human beings WETEC saıd be lower than anımals in
creativıty the Ost of primordial 806-8

Thıs IS specıally {Tue In the Homeric MS, Eliade and Odyssey that constantiy portrayed anımals and
humans In WdYy that only emphasısed theır fundamental dıifferences. (Sf: Heıichelheim, Ellıot, “*Das Tier
In der Vorstellungswelt der Griechen” StudGen 20 (1967) 85-89 ‚ome TEE| phılosophers ıke Socrates made
ımılar dıistinctions between humans and anımals (Xenophon, Apology. 12; Memorabilia } 1,3-5: E, 4- 1-14);
they insısted that anımals WEeETC made for the need of human beings and, S had be dıscıplıne: (cf. Xenoph.
Memorab 3.10).
@ the [WO mY  S, N and Ninhursag and Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta, cıted above.

IO Polıtics, 271e: AawWSs 39i cf. also State V, 459
(T Gunkel, Schöpfung und A40S In Urzeit und Endzeit. Eine religionsgeschichtliche Untersuchung ber

Gen UN  ‚D Göttingen 1926, I: also GrTOoss, Die Idee, 105
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Gressmann, the “fantastıc Opes  23 raısed DYy the oracle “have nothing do in the eas ıth the
real eXperlences of the people f Israel >

However, ıt 1S the allegorıical, metaphorical and symbolıc methods that ave domiınated
the interpretation of Isa 11:6-9 The allegorıica|l interpretation Was prominent in the early
Rabbinic Judaism'® and Patrıistic exegesI1s. For Clement of Alexandrıa, the togetherness of the
CO  < and the bear ın Isa 117 sıgnıfies the unıty of the Church!* made f Jews and pPasahls.
According I1 of Alexandrıa, the unıty enjoyed by the anımals (Isa I4:6) CÄDICSSCS the
unıty of Israel ıth dol worshıppers and pagans For hım the COINMON food of the lıon and
the C} 15 er but the C W doctrine and 1fs efficacy. ” Following Eusebius, Theodoret of
yrus Iso interprets the oracle allegorıically. He iıdentifies the unıty of the anımals ıth the
unıty existing between 1ngs, officı1als and ordınary people in the ONeE church through the Sdad1L1lec
faıth and the SaJimne baptism.“  6 Ihe varıant allegorıca. interpretations sShow NC agaın hat
hat ave ere .&  18 nNnOot magery be DutL ıght!y in words.”

Lockshin interprets Isa S metaphorıcally Just MoOst Jewısh cholars ave one Ver
the In hıis words “Jews ar
in the perfected mess1anıc world.”7 expecte such gigantiıc changes In the laws of the world

Wıldberger regards the oracle symbolıc because
Isaı1ah employs the language of paradıse myth, coated in the ımage of iın the anımal
WOT the adıcal of wıickedness and injustice. Oome critics SCC the
oracle metaphor for eıther the extinction of enmity in human WOT. thus inıtlating WOTr

0)4 spirıtual regeneration and sanctifıcatıon of humanity.““ For Bartelmus ıt 15 the
relatıonshiıp between the 1ıld and domesticated anımals between the Serpents and the child
hat CONnstiıtutes the metaphor. depicts the paradısiac condıtıon destroyed DYy the hybrıd
behavıour of human beings, which Can Only De restored al the end-time.  21 Rather han SCC the
oracle imagıng anımals in biological S whereby they classıfıed into zoologıcal
Lypes, Bartelmus maiıntains hat the oracle 15 concerned ıth anımals, whose behavıoural

determined Dy peaceful order that 1s NnOL of thıs world.“
The uUsSsec of the terms figurative, symbolıc, metaphoric, CI by dıfferent authors 1S

indicatiıve of the dıfficulty in graspıng the nature of Isa 11:6-9 The ack of COMNSCHNSUS in
interpretation, SUDDOSC, der1ves from Trantıc attempt fınd “referent” for symbolısm
“"vehicle” for the metaphor that 15 NOL visıbly ere 1n the ext An far the imagery 1S
concerned the image of the 1ıld anımals 1ın the oracle 1S NOL hat of the (whıch they AdIC

A Gressmann, Der Ursprung der israelitisch-jüdischen Eschatologie, Göttingen 1905, See (Jross
Die Idee, for [NOTEC etaıls
13 110, De Praemiuis el Poenis, 89:; also uC  eit. 1erfriede De1 Hiıeronymus und seinen Vorgängern‘‘,
In Dassmann, Jahrbuch für Antıke und Christentum, 33(1990).21-35
14 K uchheıt, “"T1ierfriede,” 2 also Jerome, In Isaiah b 6-9
ı5 Commentary ON "saıah In ı1gne, Patrotogia Graeca 70, 3920-5
16 CF Interpretatio In Isatam, in Migne, Patrologia Graeca, 8 1, 316 He olds also that 1 1:6 teaches hboth the
diversity of characters and the armony of Ttaıth. ” (cf. Immutable: Dialogue One Irans. Ettlinger, In
Halton, eL. al eds., In The Fathers of the Urch New Translatıon) vol 706 Washıngton: Ihe atholıc
University of America Press 2003, 56
17 M.I1 Ockshın, "Pursumg Opportunities for halom in the OT| Jewiısh Vıiew,” in Dorn, ed., World
rder Jfor New Millennium. Polıitical, Cultural and Spirıtual Approaches Butlding Peace, New York:
Martın s Press 1999, 186-195, 194

. a . Jesaja BKAT 10/1, Neukirchen-Vluyn “1980, 457, 460
19 (St- uber, Der Glaube der Propheten, Heıdelberg 1984, 188 E.J Kıssane, The boak of Isatah b Dublın,
1941, 143
C Heinisch, Die Idee der Heidenbekehrung Im AT, Bıblısche Zeıitfragen, Münster, 916,42
CS “Dıe Tierwelt In der ıbel IB In JanowskIı, ed., Gefährten und Feinde der Menschen. Das 1er In der

Lebenswelt des alten Israel, Neukırchen-Vluyn, 1993, 283-306, 304-305
2° bıd 287
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Dy nature) Dut hat of irıend Hence the harmon10us relatiıonshıp between one-time
incompatıble partners.

Understandıng the fOocus of the oracle has ISO constituted majJor problem the
interpretation of the ext{ 1ıle SOILNC uthors take the oracle vretu: Ost paradısıac

of the prıimordial period,23 others CC ıt figure of the end-time, ‚VCIl of 1C  S

covenant.“ All Can >Sd y 15 hat imagerYy of the golden ADC, bıblıcal extra-bıblical, Was

in ıts overall Ontext all-ınclusıve and elaborate Isaı1ah paınting in thıs oracle.
OWwevVver, majJor1ty of VIEeEWS relate the oracle the future either eschatologıca.
renewal of the golden age/prıimordial period25 fulfiılment of mess1ianıc promı1se.

1S nOL Xe and 1DI1Ca cholars alone who ave attempted interpret thıs oracle:
artısts ave Iso clearly expressed the exXxi{ in paıntings and Carvings, S(ILIC of which datıng
back the early Chrıistian period.27 er works of include SOMNC stone-Carvings in the
ADSC of the Cathedral of Speyer and the famous painting of WAar:ı 41CKS (1780-1849),
Peaceable Kıngdom , which depicts ...  an archetyp. image of unfallen nature in the American
Eden ”® We 1so fınd in LNOTC recent times the fascınatıng paintıngs of Marc Chargall“” and
Rıchard Seewald,”” V1V1dly illustrating Isa1ah’s magery for harmon10us relatıons ın the
WOT.

Isa 11:6-9 In Proto-Isailah’s Messianic Oracles

The oracle of Isa. 1 1:6-9 1S nNnOt lrectly nclude: certaın 1ın the Old
JTestament known Messıianıc. Op1inions AIc dıviıded aDOU NOL only the hıstorıical
background of the LEXT, but IsSo the authenticıty of 1ıts authorshıip by Isaıah, havıng een
iıdentified secondary materı1al iın relatıon 11:1-5.°* The ma)Jor argument advanced
explaın the ate or1gın of 11:6-9 hinges the seemımng contradıction between v.4, IC hınts

the elımınatıon of the wicked and ODDICSSUI (cf. l1ev 26:6; Ezk 34:25-286), and the magerYy
f harmon10us cCoOeX1istence in vv.6-9 Moreover, 14155 15 particularly cConcerned ıth socı1al

human beings, brought OU! by Justice the ‘“anaw1ım”, whıle 11:6-9 18
Oocated wıthın the realm of nature in unıversal WdY. Tradıtio-historical considerations ave

24 Ci2}: Botterweck SCCS the oracle “vyısıble expression In the restoratıon of the orıgına order of
creation, includıng harmony between [an and beast, and thus securıty.” For Gray Isaiah dınburgh
1912, 219), ıt 1S real description OI refurn the golden dBC that exısted before the f100d (: a1SO Kıuch .
“hb“hamä“* In VanGemeren, et al eds., New International Dıctionary of Old Testament eology and
Exegesis NIDOTTE) E 612
24 ( Wakely, RN“ NIDOTTE E 5
25 C: Hackmann, Die Zukunftserwartung des Jesaja, Göttingen 1893, 142; G’TrOSS, Die Idee, 25 M.J
Mulder, 1I1WAT V, 466; also Kıuchi, In NIDOTIE 1- 613
26 Cf£. Schildenberger “Weissagung and Erfüllung Bib 24 (1943) 10/7-124; 205-230; Oswalt, Ihe Book of
Isaıah Chapter 1-59, Tanı Rapıds: Wm.B kerdmans 1986, 238; also allman, SEA in NIDOTITE 1,
y:1:3:5 and Hamılton, “hch” NIDOITTE L 1010.
27 (# Moracchıinıi, ‘“Le mMOSalque de la basılıque paleo-chretienne du baptıstere de arıana
Corse),  RS AaNhArcı 13 (1962) 137-160, 139 de Vaux, “Une MOSsal1que byzantıne Ma’ın (Transjordanie), ”
RevBibl 47 (1938), 233-234; See uchheıt, ‘” T 1erfriede, ”
28 For IMOTC etaıls o Ford, 1CKS. Painter 0} Peaceable Kingdom Phıladelphia 952
2U ıble Editions Verve 8, 33-34, Parıs 1956, ate 02 uchheıt, “Tierfriede, ” 35 n 1325

eewald work Can hbe OUnN! in several places, including the Parısh Hall of Herz-Jesu-Kırche München Abb
ebı  O 210, Z Para«  An

CTt. Gen 9-10:; Num 24:1 7if; Isa. F14 9:1-71  b-9 11:1- Miıc Za [1-4]; Jer 23:4; Ezk II Z2E23:
34:23-24: Zech 9:9-10; Ps TZ 110; also Soulen, AandbBboo: of 1DLLCHa: Criticiısm, Atlanta: John Knox
Press, 1981, 119
42 Kalser, Isaiah FF OTE London S( M Press 1983, 253
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severed 11:6-8 NOL only from ET but also from v.9 hıs ralses the question QU! the
place of thıs oracle in the agenda of Proto-Isajah’s Mess1anıc oracles (cf. 14:; 1-7/; 1-5)

In spıte of the dıfficulties, 11:6-9 (VI1S-A-VIS 11:1-9) 18 ocated in the arger collection in
Proto-Isaıah 1C stretches from 5: 1 12:6, excludıng probably 6:1-8:8 [9:6]; the ell-
known Isa1ah’s “memoirs” (Denkschrift). 1S thıs and er actors that g00d number of
scholars ave sought establısh 1n between L} E and EL 6:0 What 1S obviıous 18 that the
themes of Es and 1 1:6-9 nNOL incompatıble. Ihey reinforce and complement ach er
both in relatıon reated order and In Ihe events assocılated ıth mess1ianıc reign,
especlally Oose of removiıing fear and the danger of vıl that mıiılıtate agaınst Justice and
(v.4), WOU NOL be complete unless g10! of securıty and safety 18 brought bear
harmon10us COeX1istence (vv.8-9) Moreover, the quality of securıty gıven the playıng
VT the asp’s hole putting ıts hand the adder’s den V.8) 1S less mess1ianıc than that
enjoyed Dy the PDOOI and the meek v.4)

We Can only Sa y that OUT exti has acquired its messianic perspective hrough its
aSSOC1atıon ıth SS Rather than dımınıshıng the royal eme of LE:IS3. 11:6-9 assıgns the
emerging er ruler INOTE unıversal responsıbilıty of bringing NECW order and of spreadıng
the blessings stemming from it all creatıion. fact, the “rıghtness” of things in the days of
the mess1ianıc kıng 15 epıcte in vv.3-4 extending the elımınatıon of kınd of
violence O] creatures, Just peacefu. armOonY in nature should be understood
eing CONSCEQqUENT UDON the uncondıiıtional rıghteous rule of the NC  < monarchy.33 Hence the
ınk between Justice, and armonYy

J1 hematıcally, sa. 6= 1S asSsOC1ated ıth er Proto-Isajah’s mess1ianıc oracles,
ırrespective of ack of CONSCHSUS 1n ıts datıng. For instance, OUT IeX1i shares In the COMMISSION
gıven Dy HWH the NC  S born roya. (Messiah) nng ndless 9:5161) it 18
through hım that God remaıns VeIr present ıth and CISs h1is people (/:14, 11:4), for
he 1s the bearer of spirıt SCCUTEC for all reated beings. In fact, “the
messianıc hope which began be expressed 1n FT and which W as amplıfıed in
1-6) full flower” in 11:1-16 er words, 11:6-9, in ıts immediıate cContext,
has mess1i1anıc perspective. Thıs 15 why probably nger WOU aCcCCept that ıt be read
together ıth OEl and O> 1i messianıc and Christological.”” Christian lıturgy has also
always interpreted 1-10 ın the Oontext of Christ’s fulfilling the prophetic prediction of
future and eal mess1anıc kıng who WOU. meet people’s ongıng for justice (11:1-5) and

(41:6:9).® In thıs regard the oracle INAaYy be SCCI plcturesque description of the
actıon of the emerging deal ruler already expressed In 3S and, probably, indictment
agaınst the double tandard of the former rulership In dealıng ıth the COUISC of the “great”
and the “*small” soclety.

OSse Reading of Isa. 11:6-9

The exti of Isa 11:6-9, which forms of 419 18 ocated earlıer indicated wıthin
the larger complex of Isa. and the Centre of the section LU S-T7-6 hat 1s saıd

33 C£. Kaiser, Isaicah 1-12, 253
14 UOswalt, Isaıan 1-39, 2L
35 . nger, ‘““Dıie Verheissung Jesaja „1-1 Universal oder Partıkular?” in vVan Rulten, et al., eds.,
Studies In the Book of Isata 1997, 137-147, 137
36 See Fiırst Readıng f Second Sunday of Advent, Year also nger, “Dıe Verheissung,” CF
47 Dıfferent beginnıngs have een suggested for thıs pericope. ıle Koch begıns the unıt from €
rophets The Assyrıan Period, Philadelphıia: Fortress1983, 134), other scholars ıke Jensen prefer SCC the
tree magery of 10:33-34 A the beginniıng Isaıah 1-39, Wılmington: Michael Glazıer 1984, 1
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form TIe hıstory of the end-time.  38 The chapter diırects attention ure salvatıon er
hınt the eme of jJudgement In the Drev1Ous chapter. The entire pericope 129 18 dıvıided
into four sub-units: Presentation f the iıdeal ruler Irom the m of Jesse W: descrıption
of the dıvine endowment DYy 16 he 11l CaIT y Out NIS responsı1bilıties VV 2-3a)‚39
description of the INannNner of his reign (vv.3b-5), and the dıistinctive mark of hıs reign (vv.6-

Our maın COMNCEITN ere 15 the QU!: sub-unıit, namely the imagery hat describes the mark
of the reign, 16 Can be summed in the harmon10us relatiıonshıip between the ree
STOUDS identified in VV.6-8 and the resultant effect of that relatıonshıp in v.9 Ihe SrOUDS AI

Wıld anımals v.6 NT WO. i eopar'  9 P D (young 110n2), S (bear) ıT
(lıon), and V.S 175 (asp), “WWDS adder)

Domesticate: anımals v.6 (lamb) T 230 Ca (fatlıng), and VE S
23  \ a OX)
Human v.6 RP] (Ulıttle ] child)”®, and v.S 231° (sucklıng), 233 weaned

child).
The maın actıons performe in the magery ATC OSse f the anımals themselves

Ihey nclude d (tO live)” p} (lıe own In v.6, and ı12 (graze)”“, ‚B  m (lie OWNn), 72R
L3 StraW | in Vr I0 be remarked 1S hat MoOSsT f the verbs diC sed intransıtıvely; they ave

adverse effect 1T artYy, EXCEDL for the TAaW hat 1 specıfically named the food for
the lıon and (cf. Gen 1:29-30). Another of actıons 18 that performe: Dy the human

In relatıon the anımals. Ihey . 73 (lead)”” V.6, and WW (Pılpel: delıght oneself
play over])44 pzr  m  Ü Streic Out [ hand]) ofv

The operatıve word E (Joıntly, all together) SLITESSES the harmon10us nature of the
relatıonshıp between the anımals:; 1t describes the mutual eating(?) together of the calf and

lıon v.6) and the yıng OWN together of the offspring” of the CC}  < and the bear vV./)
Further close eadıngz Shows that the 1ıld anımals relate ıth the domesticate: anımals

only in VEISCS and R 1le the human has dealıngs ıth both the 1ld and

AX CY. Kalser, "saıah [-12, also Zenger, “ Iıe Verheissung,’ 143
39 Verse makes complete meanıng wıthout v.3a hat COU. have resulted from dıttography of v.2bß
40 In Isaıah the ABC of the 79} varıes reatiy In other bıblıcal 00 primarıly stands for unmarrıed male
wıthout independent STatus, and nOTL head f famıly (T household (OI: Stager, Archeology of the Famıly
in the Ancıent Israel” 260(1985), 253 Here, the adjective “lıttle”, oupled wıth the paralle' term
SUC  ıng (P27") In v.8 chows that it Call be understood wıthin the AapCc lımıt of the 722 In 84 In Con! IO
40:30. An infant (T SUC.  ıng COntrasits W up (CEH and IS consıdered defenceless and elpless (cf.
NIDOTTE 427)

IThıs verb mplhıes that ıts ubject IS only LIEMPOTAaTY resident OT CVCN tugıtıve who lıves both the 3
hospitalıty, tolerance and, above all, the protection of the hOost (cf. Kellermann, EDBOT IL, 439{f1). That
amı coul play thıs host and rovıde lodging for woltf ırrespective f al] SUSPICIONS IS the begınnıng of He  S
order, the Key INCSSaLC of the prophet.42 Pasturıng IS work PTODCI YHWH d> shepher« (cf. Ps Z Isa 4U:11, Here it entaıls g1ving
maxiımum cOmfort and CaIilc (cf. ONgs K 2:16) in ıts metaphorically uUsSsCcC for selfishness kzk
43 Thıs word has both hegatıve and posıtıve theologıcal implications. 15 used negatıvely in COntext of
Judgement Jer 20:4; C{ AsZ i especılally of HWH'’s actıon In Lam 3:142) and posıtıvely
depıct Iıberation Isa. 63:14; cf. v.] 8 Ps LE Isa 49:10; Ps Besıiıdes Its usual meaning ""tO lead, drıve,
guıide'  s flock wıthout urther qualıifications (cf. Ex S Ps 80:2(1) Job 24:;3), the in CONIEXT 1S that f
gentle ending ASs pposed drıving AWdYy the flock Gen

Occasıonally, the delıght does not orıgınate from the human PCISON but from (j0d who TOMDpIS ON have it
(CE Ps IS characteristic attıtude of parents towards theır children Jer 3.1:20: ci. Isa (One Can
then imagıne the dısposıtion of thıs sucklıng entertaınıng ıtself (OQVEOET the hole of the A5SpP.45  Y TIhe mutual relationshıp IS also expressed Dy assıgnıng the word m1 9, B, wıth COININON suffix) LW“  .
“incompatıble” anımals.
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domesticated anımals but ıth the and PO1SONOUS reptiles therefore
that only the human has ınk ıth all the anımals 1ıld and domesticated By

h1ıs distriıbution the prophet clearly defines the role of the human the fOCcus and of
emphasıs N1S IMAaSCIYV, namely peacefu. and harmon10us relatıonshıp the
realm of Can De achıeved the guıidance and leadership of human OwevVver,
he adopts VeErYy unconventional WdYy CADICSS thıs Rather han Opt for the elımınatıon of
Ose anımals (eT. Lev 6; Isa. 9: Ezk 9 9 1 NISs audience WOU. Tanı lethal
either DYy eing predatory and S, DOISONOUS and he brings hem
together ı 4SIIMASCIY ıth the ame: harmless gentle nes$ 'This style Caln only make the
hearers/readers treich eır imagınalıon the oplımum CCONOILNLY of words
characteristic of the uUusSec of UNASCIY, the prophet CONCENTLrates hat unıtes the anımals, the
fact of their lıyıng and sharıng TESOUTICES ogether; he 0€es NnOTL bother OU! hat makes hem
different, “ 1NOT 0€eSs he characterıse hem natural and potential danger/enemy DICY
ach er Ove all he dSSUuILECS hat ordıial relatıonshıp ex1ists between the ı1d and
domesticate! anımals elr O W kınd respectively (contrast Isa and Jer 39)

The of the human the anımal WOT. where NCn adults would tremble
ven(ture eats human imagınalıon Görg admıts hat sketch o almost unbelıevable
»  1atıon kınd of cCoincıdence of opposites  , !„48 hıs designated lıttle
(vV suckling and weaned (V 8), nabled gu1ide/lead the 1ıld anımals and relate
both the 1ıld and domesticated anımals and [CI1Naln unharmed Hence i1fs specıal function
mng peacefu. COEeX1iSteEeNCE WOT. 4C IL 1L1LOW forms AÄASs child-shepherd who

interested and rıendily G0od creatures he Can only be cCcONcelved the ILANDNCT of
er TOLO Isajah INECSS1ANI1IC delıverers (cf hat
God rather prefers adop! continuously the stance of delıver DuL order
haotıc WOT'! than EFE ShOow of brutal force and m1g ONC of the central

? About the 1551012 of hıs Oswalt WTrites SA NOTLparadoxes ] Isa1ah’s message.4
strutting monarch, the ON whom (0d chooses rule hıs world’ In ıINNOCELINCE,

51mphclty‚  e and faıth hıe the salvatıon of globe &‘ old ı sophısticatıon, CYNICISIN, and
violence.” ) Bor Görg thıs iıdeal ruler °°has nothıng INOTEC COTILLHON ıth the hıstoricaliy

‚451experlienced shadow sıde f the monarchy

46 Ihe INLENSLILY of the IMAagerYy Caln only be apprecıateı when recall the natural relatıonshıp between SOIMNC Of
the wıld and domesticated anımals thıs oracle For the wolt. insatıable beast of DICY (cf (Cjen
49 2} EzZk 27 ZEL; 15 known for 1{S eıng fierce and destroyer Jer that N be Dartıculariy
teared DY flock of sheep CVEN when the woltf 15 dead Oppıan Cynegetica 111 2821{0) because there EeXI1ISIS
implacable hostilıty between wolf and sheep (cf Bornkamm TDNT 08) In several other 1Ca|

the menuon ot wolf automatıcally ecalls ICS hostilıty wıth the sheep OTr tlock (cf Sırach 13 | / 1Q 16 LK
also Acts 20 29 and JIn 12) IThe isparıty between the [WO 15 learly accentuated DYy Jesus 15

Ihe Case 15 not dıfferent wıth the 10N 15 known AIMOoNg other thıngs for ICS attackıng flock Jer 49 19 5() 44)
and (carıng iı DICECES Miıc ct Ps L/ 12) and for attackıng human beings Jer and eal them UD Kgs
13 24 28 20 36 2Kgs I7 7 26 Isa 15 cf Dan 2} ö 281) wıll be strıkıng then LIIMASINC how woli
Can 1ve wıth such meek and domestic anımal ASs the amb (cf Ex 29 38 2Sam I also (Jjen

30) (T 10N be led Dy inexperienced OL CVEON NUrSINS play OQOVeT the hole of ASD, well KNOW
for ITs eing vengefully ea LCVENSC,4A7 Such dıfferences probably lıe behind the injJunction that anımals of dıfferent 1N! should be kept separale (ef
Lev 19 19: DtE22: 10).

GÖrg, In Abraham Bosom Christianity Wıthout the New Testament Maloney; Collegeville
The Liıturgical Press 999 111

See IN Y artıcle “Prince of Peace Isa Messıi1anıc ıtle for Afrıcan Chrıistology Journal of Inculturation
eology (2003) 3 22 EXE

Oswalt Isaıah 39 283 284
GöÖrg, In raham Bosom, 110
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The CADICSSION ...  on all INY holy mountaın” ( 53) WOU SCCIHN the 17S instance
11 the P of the oracle Jerusalem:;'52 but nother indıicator, precisely ‘ the Knowledge

of otherwıse Iwo CXPTITCSS1ONS pr  %}  fn “  SN  . ' and C 7932 EF  D7 mn hat AdIiec assocı1ated
ıth 1105 (kKnowledge clearly ring Out the unıversal diımension of the oracle Ihe ole
WOT. full of and 1CSs CADANSC Iımıtlessness only comparable the watlters hat
the SCa 47 cf Hab 14)

Knowledge almost identical ıth the fear of God (cf Isa and mplıes the o1ing
of hat MNg and JusSt (Jer DD 16) 0 ave knowledge f God be rıght  5 relatıonshıp
ıth (j0d love TUSTL respect and OPCNH COMMUNICALION ıth the rest of Because the
Knowledge of (G0d has permeate: the ere W as longeı an y for (30d
cCreatures hurt deal wickedly ıth ONEC nother destroy, VEn morally pervert/corrupt
the COSINIC Oorder therefore such unıversal background that the PalT f hıphıl
imperfect verbs 3ysNS and mmN S becomes meanıngful

Strikıingly, the harmon10us COEeXIistencCce paınted ere Caln be saıd FG VDBISO the wıickedness
of COSINOS marked DYy the COrTruptioN of entıre reated order (Gen 11f cf and the
Treal hat humans DOSE: for anımals (Gen It ISO recalls the peaceful X1istence
between humans and anımals when ONEC of hem has all y kıll the er but
depend plants for food (Gen 30) 55 relatıonshıp which Was broken because of SIN

(cf Gen Lev A 22) Apart from SOMNC of ese rhetoric functions of the IMAasSCIYy, the
oracle of Isa has fiırm theologıica INCSSAaLC namely hat the should be "“drawn
1INtO the COININON effort for Just WOT.| order and hat the be made the object of

456lovıng attention and nNOL of elımınatıon One Call therefore Sa Y hat ere Justifiable
1[CasOnN explaın the oracle AaWaY because of 1fs eXquUISIıte UINASCIY utopıan iıdealıstic and
1mposs1ıble For the OrJ1ent d ell the Afrıcan, INASCIY has 1981 for
ıfe anddl the of the indıvıdual and SOCIELY

Isa. 11 and Present World er

Isaıah CONCEDL f New Or order ave SCCI] the foregoing EXPOSIUON
ase! er elements acCceplance respecCtk for INA1V1AUaA dıfferences
NON violence, leadership and knowledge of (30d ese elements transformed the reated
Oorder hat there X1isted harmony between the Strong and the weak SOCIELY h1s harmonYy
reated Ouf of lıving and sharıng LESUOUICECS together and eXiincLi0onNn of hurt Owever the

Iso of the ear hat NOL only full of knowledge of (J0d but of violence (Gen 13)

2 Cf Isa R 13 66 20 er 23 Joel 2:1 73 1 /) Ps 3:5(4) 43:3 48 2(1) Dan 9 6.20 also Ex
15 17 Ps 78 54
53 The USC of the derıvatıve 107 rather than the COMMON NOUN 3371° 15 sıgnıfıcant Fıve Out of 1fs S5S1X OCCUIMTENCCS

appIy Knowledge of (G0d (cf |1Sam Ps 73 Isa 28 Jer 15 and Job 36 [of Elıhu]) However
the thıs CONteXT peculıar; HN 15 verbal force wıth A diırect object sımılar infinıtıve (cf
Ex 4). hence verbal substantıve. ( Gesen1us, Hebrew Grammar GK) #45a., also BDB. 395

IThe hıphıl imperfect of Pr COU! also have moral
The InjJunction that God gaVve human beings subdue the earth and have domınıon (Q)VOCT Creatures Gjen

rm r 26 28 15 interpreted oday the of royal ıdeology; hence human eing, the kıng of 15 assıgned
the shepherding role and the responsıbilıty take Carc of the wellbeing of the rest of (FT
Westermann, (Jenesis Practical Commentary, Tan! Rapıds, Wm.B Ferdmans 98’7 Janowsklı,
Herrschaft ber Tiere Gen 26 28 und die Semanltık Von aa ba Braulık (GJross McEvenue
Biblische Theologie und gesellschaftlicher Wandel. FS Lohfink reiburg 993 183 198 nger “"“Die
Verheissung,” 145; also 1Kgs 24:; Ps 110 GE9(6;56 Görg In raham Bosom, 112
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of gul (Jer SDB eic hıs 18 intermixture f experlences ave Oday, which PDULS
STITESS the redemptive work of rist, the Messıah, probably, because the strıving for
New OT er has een eft ıth uncommıuıtted agents, indıfferent 9 Justice and
knowledge of God hıs has eft OUr WOT! ıth alternatıve image dıfferent from that which
W das designed DYy the Creator from the beginnıng Gen 1:26-31).

oday (JUT WOT'! PUurpOrts recapture the Ost OTr'| er through "globalısatıon”. hıs
household word of OUrTr time 1S Dpromote harmon10us partnershıp and interdependence
in all spheres of lıfe, especlally In the SOC10-2@CONOMIC and technological matters But the
feelıng oday 1S hat globalısatıon has become of the problem and NOL path-finder
New Or Order.>‘ CcContrıibutes in SIMa CasSsure wıden rather han close the SapD
between peoples and natıons ONEC sıde, and umanıty and the envıronment the er. {Ihe
[1NOIC ere dIC conferences and globalısatıon in Tade, CCONOIMY and cooperatıon, the
urther the ealıty of New OF er ounded elements such d Ose presented In thıs
oracle. h1ıs 1S evidenced in SOINEC f the statements arısıng from internatıional conferences
"bulldıng New OT Order” Dy governmental and non-governmental Organısatıons and
er concerned cholars Heurlın in h1is Z New OT er‘ Ihe Peace-,
assessed the present internatıonal SySstem and OUunN!| ıt “"anarchically organısed, dominated DYypolarity.  2538 Ihe anarchy and polarısatıon AIC clearly manıfest in the soc10-polıtical, ecCcOoNOMIC
and milıtary spheres.

The magery of Isa 11:6-9 1S characterised DYy ıts spırıt of mutual CONCESSIONS and ifs
spirıt of sharıng and letting Even the W das prepare share ıts ıth the l10n; the
lıon has accept ıfs dislıke (vegetarıan food!) Just demonstrate irıendshıip. But oday the
WOTr Ta 18 highly marked DYy “econOomıc violence” and VerYy lıttle Dy reC1Iprocıty. Only lıp
Service 1S paıd eCONOMIC iınterdependence. Exploitation 1s ouched in the beautıiful Jargon
"global eCONOMIC integration” which cCreates imbalance between the industrialiısed
countries and the developıng ONCS, hus makıng the rich riıcher al the CXAPCNSC of the POOI
par from injustice of exploitation,” ere stil] eX1ist mistrust and ack of solıdarıty and
cCommıtment 0Se princıples that foster peacefu CoexXIıistence.

The creatures ın Isa. 1 1:6-9, the 1ıld and domesticated anımals ell the human
NOW diserimiıinatıion. Their relatıonshıp 1$ marked Dy mutual acCceplance opposed

the operatıons of the soclal-political demagogues f OUr time. OQur world en! owards
globalısed politics engineered DY the states hat Stereotype er polıtical, cultural and
rel1g10uUs SYStems. Ihus, the weaker states arec denıed legıtimısatıon; eIr natıonhood 1S
Suppressed. The result 1s blatant isregarı for Cultura| identity, interests, values, and beliefs
of peoples hıs creates soclal-polıtica. conflıicts and perennlally increases insecurıty and TINS

struggle which dısrupt WOT'! order. Indeed, the observatıon hat in severa|] In the WOT
oday antagonısm rather han cooperatiıon 1S$ the Or remaıns valı! Even wiıthın the Church,

57 Hınes in three-point SUMIMAaT y artıculated SUOIMNC of the impacts of globalısatıon the DOOI in developıng
countries (cf. Localisation: Global Manıfesto. London and erlıing Ekarthscan Publication 2002, 4). Arun
has ollowe: Sult demonstrate who the beneficıjarıes of globalısatıon arc, namely he riıch and the powerful,
unfettered DYy natıonal barrıers 0)8 rmules ” Hence, he concludes that “the POOT and the margınalısed do nOTL
enefit Irom globalısatıon” and that “globalısatıon IS force for Oppression, exploitatıon and injustice” and ıfs

*ß‘spirıt unjust and unkınd the weak and the DOOT. ” A Tamıng the (jlobal Demagogue IL Spirıtuality for
Globalısation VIIR 526-537, BA
55 (: Hansen, Heurlın, eds., TIhe New orer. Contrasting Theories, London Macmıllan Press 2000,
67-196, 170
59 S5uch unjust exploıtatıon has persisted In OVETrTLYy In developıng countrıes created by the powerfu natıons
hrough crippling debt urdens irrespectıve of the ge-long calls fOor the alleviatıon and cancellatıon of Or

INOTeE etaıle: index ON the Church’s call debt alleviatıon Ssince the Second Vatıcan Councıl (Gaudium el

SpPEeES, 86) SCC John Paul 11, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortatıon Ecclesia In Afrıca, 120.
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the famıly of God, NnOT imposs1ble fınd such dısparıties and the unwillıngness truly
lısten Ose whose dıffer from OUT ()W]

Contributing the discussıon ulture ofn the OUu Or Conference
Women held September A- 1995 BeyuJın Chına Camle ıth thıs assessment
others “ÜQurs S{1 armed and WalT1ıNs planet Not much has changed OUT planet
VEr hıs assessment W as made Ihe MOoOSstT devastatıng rOOL of i1sharmony (UT
ıme milıtary polarısatıon The WOT.| CADCI1CNCECS continuously the development and
production of LNOTC sophısticated advanced WCaDONS SYSTIeEMS and I1NOIC subtle engagement
surveıllance and CSPIONASC nabate: especlally Afrıca onduct of WAars SsomMelLimMes
hrough PDIOAXICS geographical AdIcas outsıde OSse ot the SPONSOLINES regional (JI

DOWCIS., hıs achıeved Dy Insınualıng
and, especlally, Dy SPpONSONNS re‘! mMOvementsny, promoting 11115 onflıct and transactıons

The assessment of OUT present WOT. order VGL decade dADO by the Unıted Church of
Canada all

We live world of Violence There STOWLINS disparıity
hbetween ıch and DOOTF There disparity between WOmMen
and HMen hbetween nNalıve nd HOn NALLVEe, and hetween
marginalised and the privileged People U4ıreE reated expendable
commodities Military spending robs the DOOF and WAasltes
FESOUFTCES Human aCctHVILy destroying the global envıiıronNment
We live world of fear We fear the violence that MAINTAULNS
the SyStemS of domination and ODDFESSION We ECADETIENCE world
of mistrust loneliness and lack of COMMUNILT'Yy

The NO What next‘? Does the WOT| eed TeINAalN 1fs present pıcture
VeCnNn FeS1IgN despair? 1n the INCSSALC of the oracle of Isa 1{Ss Onftext provıdes

fresh search for New (8)8 er Let therefore CXAdIMC hat
the NIu:

ul  ing New Or'! Order Ö  — Isa. 11

To apprecl1ale the INCSSapCc of thıs oracle eed understand 1fs hıstorical background
Even though thıs hıstory marked by ack of clarıty, ere S{1. LTEINAaılNsS the Ontext of Isa

the fact of ıimpendın Assyrıan attack (cf Isa 2 7D 34) hıs attack prompted
by Hezekıah’s Judah’s) direct rebelhıon hH1s JO1IMNS the rebellıon agaınst ASsyrıa Hence
the Assyrıan attack SCECI] reprisal for rebellıon The subsequent WH’s Judgement

interpreted OuUufcome of the ineptitude and polıcıes of Judah’s leadershıp
Ihe prophet SOCS CONTtras Judah’s rulershıp, the CNMULY and dısharmony brought OUu
DYy 1fs dangerous polıciıes Oowards 1fs powerful ne1ghbours ıth ea ruler (not necessarıly

David redivivus) whose good leadershiıp ushers armonYy and peacefu.

ere 15 aultıng Kım observatıon here z the global arıms [acC®e, the ON hand and 0CAa| coniflıcts
and IN arIns the other, has become INOTeC dıistinct and angıble, CaUSINS CVOI greater instabulıty

CTiınternatıiıonal relatıons and intensiıfyıng the effecı of that instabıilıty the developıng COuntrıes
”I he Arms Race and Its Consequences for Developıng Countries, ” ahey, Armstrong, eds Peace
Reader Essential Readings War, Justice, Non violence and O!er New ork/Mah wa Paulıst Press
198 / 147

(T AFı Christian Statement of EN "Peace 1{1 Nuclear Age  REF opte« Dy the 331d General Councıl
August Dorn ed orl Oder, 181 182
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cCoOex1istence between the one-time enemies (11:6-9) Because nternal and external
policies, rebellion, attacks and reprisals ırectly Oopposed harmony and In gıven
soclety, Isaıah In unequ1vocal TM: Q1VeESs piıcture f alternatıve relatiıonship. From the
perspective of OUT exXxt the following Oobservatıons Can be made.

Need for G0d
Isaı1ah 0€es nNOt PFeESUMC in thıs oracle that restoring 11C W order in creatiıon 11l be

chance For hım ıt 15 possible because the Knowledge of G0od pervades the entire
unıverse (Isa. 1E And 1t the role of the lıttle chıild in thıs oracle 1s be SCCI1 In the 1g of
er Isaıan MmMess1anıc chıldren, OC Call Sa y that God 1S$ akıng the inıtlatıve ead and gulde
the reated order 111 therefore be prepOoSterous attempt buıld New [8)8
er wıthout God:; for peacemakıng 18 primarıly divine actıon CO£. Lev 26:6; Num 6:26: Jer

HWH 18 the or1ginator of DUr excellence (Ps 4Aı  S  S 8I, CSP
cC1. Isa. 2:2-4; 9:1-6) He creates Just er thıngs (Isa. 34:15[14]) He SUTIMLILONS
human beings partiıcıpate in peacemakıng 1SS10N: “Seek and DUISUC ıt  k (Ps

5[14]) According rabbinıc tradıtion, God Was VCN wiıllıng treich the TU in order
increase between human beings.62 He WOU Iso overlook Ven the SIN of

dolatry in far re1gns hıs people.63
hat orıginates from the de1ity 18 buttressed DYy evıdence from er ancıent

cultures. Ihe Babylonıan god arduk 1S addressed in PIayCI “Or1g1inator of
the ods  4 From garıtıc ePIC (ANEIJ, 36) petition made reads:

Take War (away) from the earth,
banısh strıfe from the soll;
DOUF Into earth VErY bowels,
much amıty Into earth howels.

Basıcally, the tradıtional Afrıcan 0es NOL pray for end Waäals, which 1s actually negatıve
approac PIayecr for harmon10us cCoeX1istence, rather he sks for shalom, (801821 wellbeıing,
harmony, peacefulness, Justice and prosperI1ty, for the indıvıdual and communıty.

May the whole I[OWN Ave health;
May ıf AaAve eal,
May ıf ave drink;
May the whole fOwn have health.®“

An Igbo netition the eıty and the aNnCeSIOTrSs the early Morning Prayer SOCS hus

We UTE asking for Life!
Life of man, life of woman!
The life AYre asking for 15 nOoTt the life ofa Va free.

62 (T Babylonian Talmud, Yevamaot 65b; also M.L ‚ockshın, “Pursuing Opportunıities”, 189
04 According In relatıon Hos A *“CGreat IS > for CVCN ıf Israe]l should worshıp 1dOIS, ıf
there 1s IN  S them, saıd the Holy One, lessed be he, ıt 18 d> 8 chall NOT exercıse dominıon OVCTI them
and punısh them|” (Bereshit Rabba In 38:6B Israel wıll be made hbear the gul ET hey AIC IOrn DYy
dıssention.” (: Neusner, GenesiSs Ihe udaic Commentary the Book of GeneSsts. New Amerıcan
I ranslation IL, Atlanta: cholar Press 1985, 49

An ejaculatory Pprayer from the Nupe of Nıgeria cıted In adel, Nupe Religion, London, 1954, F also In
Shorter, African Culture and the Christian Church, London: eoffrey Chapman 1973, RepT. 197/8, 108
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Chineke, YOU who SUVE the COCONUL the 1lk IC ıf drinks,
(JLve U life and the wherewiıithal Sustaln ıf

ere 18 Ou ere hat it has always een the desıire of humanıty lıve 1n of
harmonYy fashıoned Dy (G0d hımselr.

Need for .00d Leadership
The actıvıties of the lıttle child, human agent, in the restoratıiıon 1 harmon10us

cCOeXIistence in Isajah’s S,  NeW world” Cannot be gnored Its eadıng the anımals In WdYy that
Osters 200d relatıonshıp, ıts ıdentifyıng ıth and brıdgin  5  o the SdD between one-time enemıles
11:6,8) points the Outfcome of humane leadershıp. The (Ild 1Testament has Ways
conce1ved the responsibilıty and achievement of earthly rulers in far they AIcC

HWH'’s vicegerent GL 1Sam 8:20; 9:16:;: 2Sam par' “rom bıblıcal mess1ianıc
rulers, Hammurabı has remaıned MO of earthly rulers who achıeved such ıth elr
inventive polıcıes. According the pılogue hıs ode 178), h1s W d only possible
because he chose rule Dy ıng g00d LaWws hat WeTC sanctioned Dy his (Gj0d and efused
usec Tuta. force.  60 Thıs agaln ShoOows hat 1t 15 when human beings stand in partıcular relatıon
ıth the diıvıne and ıth ()I1IC nother that CMNSUuUCcCS gıift, mediate'« hrough his
chosen (ruler)

Need for Concerted Effort
Pursing peacefu Coexistence, breakıng Wa of disparıties, ulldıng New World er 1S

ask for all; ıt 1s task hat INa Y en entaıl swimmıng agaınst the Current VenNn flouting
lower |aWws. Moses, the leader of people, apparently flouted specıfic dıivıne
injunction (cf. D 4-27; Iso Num ZARZSZZ) In pursult of„ nother hıgher dıvıiıne
command (Ps 34:15[1141) The magery f 1:6-9 ShOWS concerted the part of all
the cCreatures and theır fırm resolve agaınst the Current. ere 15 willingness undergo
““metamorphosı1s”, NOT necessarıly In e1r 6ESSCIICE but in e1ir mode of behavıour. The ONC-

time enemı1es apprecılate the strengt) and weakness of ach er and refuse usSsec the
indıyvidual dıfferences enhance self-ınterest The 1ı1ld anımals and the DO1SONOUS serpents
ave g1ive hat constitute them danger er STOUDS TIhe anımals
abandoned theır natural habıtat ‚V for awhıle become gueSIS eir one-time PICY TIhe
domesticate: anımals eır inherent fear and SuSsp1cıon of e1r natural enemıies and
play host them, sharıng ıth them eır 0ar and odgıng Ihe human 1gnores all]
instinct for self-preservation from the 1ıld anımals and reptiles; he otally 1gnores
HIS superlor1ty VeOeLI ‘“ırratiıonal” anımals in order relate ıth hem. The 1Ssue 15 IMNOTC than
HCI toleratıon; it demands StroNg 111 ohabıt ıth and relate the er irrespective of
indıvıdual differences and background.

O ul New OT'! er Ose who DOSSCSS Or/and AIc regarded super10r
cshould longer be identified ıth hat they hıtherto employe best force achiıeve
theır objectives. Ihey MUSL be ready change theır present underlyıng princıiple for New

65 en Ikenga etuh, Afrıcan Religions In estern Conceptual Schemes. The Problem of Interpretation,
Ibadan Claverianum Press 1985, 130-131

An Assyrıan prophetic (exXxL summarises NOW much prosperıty and armonYy depend the
alıbre of the rulershıp. 110 also belıeves mortal Cal end the present war-lıke contlıcts natıons
CXCEDL the ONC uncreated God, when he selects SOMC PETrSONS worthy be SaV1OUTS of theır TaACC, IMN who
Ad1IC peaceful, indeed, In disposıtion, fond of unanımıty and fellowshıp wıth others, wıth whom CHVY has eıther
absolutely had anı y connection at all, OT else has speedily eparte irom them.  D C De Praemuiuls
Poenis, S87
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OT'| rder, which seéms derıve from the Platonıan 1deology hat ViCIOUS anımals should
rather be removed han be changed. From all indıcatıons, tenaC10us PUrSUaNCce of the agenda
of elımınatıon of the has een PaNaCcCd for world coniftlıcts and, therefore, Call

be the mainstay for the New OTL er Ihat the preparedness of the powerftul
natıons g1ve elr self-ınteres accommodate the weak and the powerless WOU
consequently IMpIYy the formatıon of 1IC  < unıted entity in the internatıional System 18 rıghtly
observed Dy Heurlin.  6/ The oracle of Isa 11:6-9 dıstiınguıishes iıtself from several er

DYy followıng the path of harmonYy achieved by deterritorialısatıon, acCcCeptlanCce,
and integration (cf. Lev 4: Dt and nOL DYy elımınatıon of the

extermınatıon of the
Building New (8)8 er therefore 111 be realısed only when start recCOgNISINg

pluralısm and respecting dıversity of peoples and natı1ons; when the Sstrong and powerful
appreclating the weak, cooperatıng ıth them, StOp being vulnerable them, StODP stampeding
and coercing them., StOp exploıuting them., eic Thıs 1S agalın WhY the present approac
globalısatıon maYy be alse rouftfe New World er

Conclusion

The target for the INCSSAaLC of Isa. 1469 1S all embracıng; ıt COMprI1ses the Strong
and the weak, the OPPICSSOI and the oppressed, the ind1genOous and the alıen, indeed, the entire
creat1on. Isa 11:6-9 acknowledges and AaCCEDIS the ealıty of WOT! eplete of opposıtes; ıf
Iso acknowledges hat dısharmon and enmity AdIic NOL HWH’s plan for the WOT I he
oracle remıinds TE of ıts responsıbılıties owards the er and the eed urb
indıvıdual IC INAaYy hamper harmon10us cCoexXistence, iın order re-establısh

nıtıal plan for the unıverse.
ere 15 contesting that the full realısatıon of harmon10us relatıonshıp such the

ON paınted In thıs Oracle (cf. Can only be In eschatology. OWevVver, the PDTOCCSS does
NnOLT egın and end ere Rather, ıt begıns ere and NOW and end ere because it IS already
inıtıated DYy the Christ Jesus Chrıst amne ONEC who WOU gu1lde OUT feet in the WdYy
of peace” (Lk 1:79) He establıshe' hıs the .OST of h1is 00 (Eph 3-2 and SaVC
it his dıscıples partıng gift (Jn 20:19-22) In his eaching, Jesus declared peacemakers
A  chıldren of (Mt 5:9) and commanded his followers “”Love YOUF enemiles and Pra Yy for
OSse who DerseCcCule -  you (Mit 5:43-45) Aas WaYy and harmon10us ıfe together. We
SCC hıs injunction corroboratıion of the MECSSaLC of Isa 11:6-9 hıs 1S why the 16 W of
Judaism,a SCC$S messiah who claıms redeem umanıty but 0€Ss nOL bring
the WOT'! basıc contradıction in terms” must be en ser10usiy DYy Christians In partıcular
and the entire humanıty In genera  l.69
67/ (=t. Heurlın, —_ New OL ()rder-: IS}
68 One WOU 1N. that the tradıtional Afrıcan soclety, which primarıly the princıple of Live and let
[ive, princıple IC the magery Of Isa. 1:6-9 1S based, WOU. stand better chance of experlencing such
harmony In spıte Of the adage “Let Visıtor nOoL maltreat hıs host NOT should the host injJure hıs guest”; the

7rg hand wash the left and the eft wash the rıght that both wıll! be clean Let both kıte and eagle perch,
the Afrıcan still Op(Ss for the elıimınatıon of the II permanent For ıt 15 ehHeVve! that War IS
noOTL d! end In ıtself but hrough 1C. force the CNCMY (pendıing the human OSsses) negotiate tor

and
69Cf M.LI ‚OCKshın, “Pursumg Opportunities, ” 92-193 'Thıs Samllc dea Was succinctly expressed DY
ahmanıiıdes in the Barcelona Disputation of 263 when he stated that worl: wıthout CaCcl 1S DY definition, al

unredeemed WOT| (cf. ıD1d. 93). However, OUT VIEW IS dıfferent:; that evıl and erıme still exıist does nOTL negale
the fact of inıtial assessment Of all that he made A Very g00d Surely, (G0od 1S nOot lJame ıf somethıing
went and creatıon was onger 'OUunNnt! “ verYy 700
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Neve:  eless, 1l 0€es NOL change the posıtıon of Christianıity hat the Messıah, Jesus
) If theChrist, has truly redeemed the world; that he has brought and the WOT. peace.‘

WOT':! has nOT because the redeemer has NnOTL OMC but that people ave efused
OW “the knowledge of God 5” the SOUTICE of permeate elr l1ves and embrace

all that Il es foster harmon10us COeX1: Hence the INCSSasc of hIs oracle ea
be pursued ather han be discarded deferred the future the end iiıme FOor strongly

belıeve that althoug the harmony envısaged ere INaYy be SCCMH Oope| for realıty, ıf COU
Iso be regarded somethıng sıtuated Concrefe human exıistence (cf Ps 72 For peacefu.

the reated order DOINIS ultimately that 1na| 1ıth the creator and all
Creatures end ıme

70 1hıs clearly expressed by Justin the Martyr hıs Apology 14) addressed the Emperor Antonıiınus 1US
when he claıms “Formerly ate\ and kılled ON another and because of difference natıonalıty and
CUuUSIOM efused admıt Strangers wıthın Ur Now the COMUNS of Christ all lıve C
also Nwaoru “Prince of Peace Isa 39 272
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