
Only S1X Plagues In the Priestly Narratıve
Philippe €uillaume

If ONEC includes the transformatıon of Aaron’s stick nto dragon XO
9-12), the ea of the gypthan firstborn and the drownıng of Pharach In
the 5SCa, 2yp W ds struck by LHNOTC than ten plagues’. As for the number of
OUTCECS behind the plagues narratıve (Exodus /-12) and the number of pla-
SUCS In each SOUTCC, there 1S bewildering aITay of scholarly op1n10ns, SINCEe

COMNSCHSUS has been eached OVeTrT the relatıon of the Plague narratıve wıth
the Pessah and Massot instructions Exodus 12-1 and the Sea narratıve
Exodus MS

The followıng sug  s NCW erıterion help isolatıng the Priestly
narratıve (P3) ın Exodus

Seven Priestly Plagues?
roperly speakıng, Pg feafures S12NSs and wonders rather than ‘plagues’.

Wıllıam ropp attrıbutes plagues because “evinces marked
penchant for Ssevens’

The fannın episode XO 8ö-1 1S nNnOt wıdely consıdered plague,
but Propp  S analysıs convincıngly Shows that there 1S fTCason to xclude
it 168 and est dIiIC unıversally exciude: from Pg but the O1lSs dIC wıdely
accepted. Thıs IS paradoxıca SsInce ropp admıts that the O1lSs epısode
features the devıatıon from P’s Nevertheless, ropp selects
the Boıils and adds the drownıng of ZYD reach riestly S12NS.

maJor dıfference SEeis the O1lS ep1isode apart from the other S1QNS:
a(0)1 only OSEeSs 1S act ı1le Aaron 1S INeTEC helper, but the rod, SUTC

sıgn of P4! 15 not used. ropp explaıns AaWAaVY the dıfference by claımıng that
Aaron’s an:! must be free Cast ashes, althoug only Moses 1S cCast
them In the alr. ropp admıts that Aaron’s margınalıty 1S harder under-
stand” and that MAay have Oun: ıt unfıtting for the priest-to-be
Aaron efilıng disease, that Aaron and Moses’ an WEeIC all
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requıred obtaın four fistfuls, 1 IMaYy represent the four COMDASS
points®. ese dIC desperate attempts tOo SaVC seventh plague agaınst al
odds

In tact, the O1lSs dIC nNnOoTt essentı1al establısh the infer10r1ity of the
magıc1ans SINCEe both the swallowıng of theır sticks Dy Aaron’s dragon and
theır ınabılı produce have already establiıiıshe: it. The O1llSs do nOotL
belong P7 theır striıkıng paralle wıth Ezekıel 10 ea postulate
Ezekı1elan redactor‘.

Therefore, forcıng seventh plague nto PS’°s narratıve mısunderstands
P’s motives. Indeed, has marked penchant for sSevens’, but PS’c verall
Ssystem 1Ss TINOTEC elaborate than merely repeating sevenısh antra Sevens
diC reserved LO creation and Gen Dr correctly reports that Elohım-
plıshed h1is work in days, althoug the LE has wronglyv educed
them S1X days because the translators also mısunderstood PS’s PULTDOSC
Seven CXDICSSCS Creation and Re-creation (GenesI1s 7-9) after the flood it
takes months dry the and and make 1ıfe poss1ıble agaln (LXAAX Gen

By cContrast, Pg attrıbutes number S1X to destructive ep1sodes: the
entire flood narratıve extends OVeCT 36 weeks (6x6)° Pharacoh 1S rowned
wıth HIS 600 cho1ice charıots XO 14:7) The 00,000 Israelıte inNeN comıng
Out of 2Yp AiIC equaliy marked for destruction they 111 dıe In the desert
instead of entering the and (Num

The plague narratıve 1s another instance of destructive purıfication In DE
and ıf numbers AdIiIcC s1gn1ıficant, SIX plagues AdIiC TINOTC lıkely make
here than In fact, thıs 1s what Tropp d1ıscovers, and In spite of the fact
that he 1S ookıng for plagues, he concedes that In P, there inıtıally
aAaDDCAaL LO be S1X  #9 Dragons, 00 rogs, Gmnats, O1ls. and Firstborn.

Since the plague narratıve corresponds Flood-lıke de-creation ımıted
Egypt  10 Iısts only S1X S12NS. Seven 1Ss eserved for creative aCtsS

Summary
1ıllıam Topp identified S1X plagues belongıng the Priestly narratıve in

Exodus, but then he added 6XIra (I1IC keep In Iıne ıth P’s predilection for
SCVETIS claım that SIX plagues AI [NOTEC lıkely because TeSCIVCS SCVEINS for
creative actıvıtles and uUsecs number S1X multıples of S1X for purıfıcation episodes
ıke the Flood and the Plagues.
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ZusammenfTfassung
Wıllıam Propp nenn: sechs Plagen, dıie sıch In der Priesterschrift 1m uch

Exodus finden, aber ann fügt ıne weiıtere dazu, der priesterschriftlichen
Vorlıiebe für die ahl <s1eben gerecht werden. Ich plädıere dafür. ass doch
sechs Plagen ‚ weıl dıie Priesterschrift sıch dıie Sıeben für dıe Schöpfungs-
tätigkeıt vorbehält, während die ahl
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