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Len Gleeson  \
1ı1le nNOt oubting the fgure of Joseph In Genesı1ıs A0 has SOTINE

substantıal basıs In fact, fınd it somewhat dısturbing that SOMIME scholars
SCCIN take Varıo0ous hypotheses dSs establıshe: fact!. Certain exXTis of oday
dealıng wıth 1DI1Ca archaeology Show authentic-looking timelines IC
plot the (lıteral) lıfespans of the Patrıarchs. ase sıngle in
GenesIs, alongs1ide the vastlıy better attested chronology of the ancıent
WOTr.

The Hyksos hypothesis for Joseph, chronologically placıng hım 1ın the
Second Intermediate Per10d, W ds first propose ın the 1 9thz He
ST1 quıte plausıble, it remaıns devo1d of aMn V fırm evidence whatsoever“.

The later hypothesis, by Battenfield”., o have captured IHAalYy ad-
herents, albeıt agaln wıthout an Y firm evidence beyond the postulated
parallel). 111 dırect the remaınder of Mments towards thıs INOTC
recent eOry

The known evidence concerning Senusret 1L, propose d Joseph’s
Pharach by Battenfield, generally works agaınst the hypothesis. Unprece-
entedly bellıgerent and warlıke., Senusret cCampa1gns agaınst 12a
WeTC VC brutal”, and there 1s 200d evidence that he personally led mıiılı-
Lary onslaught agamınst Shechem’”, the tradıtional home of the trıbe of Joseph.Hıs eneral attıtude LO 5yrıa Palestine Can probably be concluded from hıs
“execration” bow/|] X{IS, whereby he ceremonı1ally cursed SOMME 20 countries
and 3() princes of the area. G1iven thıs evidence agalnst foreigners In SCNC-
ral, it unlıkely such INan WOU appomnt Semıiıtıic VIzler. In
Aa Y Casec Senusret I11 appoımnted three viziers’, nNOot sıngle, “Supreme;
OINc1a

Furthermore, Battenfield’s maın thrust, that Senusret 1{1{1 dısmantled the
W of the hıtherto-troublesome Nomarchs, 1n lıttle Support
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In fırm evidence. Another, INOTC TeECEHT. school of hought that the
Nomarchs’ demise W dads long PTOCCSS, startıng generations before Senusret
HL, and only reachıng conclusıon In h1is time®. Not only that, but the al-
ege “narallel” between the wealthy Nomarchs of hıstory, and the farmers
of the Joseph narratıve (seemmngly of humble 18 have ost CVEC  ıng
after three of famıne) eNUOUS indeed

1le VE ou dSs Joseph's Pharaoh, such promiınent kıng d
Senusret 11{ INAay ell have been recorded In Sacred Scripture, quıte DOS-
S1 dsSs the “oppressor” In Exodus The swellıng Asıatıc populatıon of
Zyp by hıs reign” 1S consıstent wıth aracoh’s CONCETN ın Exodus that
Hebrews WOU ısplace the natıve Egyptlians; hıs INa y aggressive Cain-

palgns alsSo SuUuppOort such parallel.

Summary
The historic1ıty of Joseph In enesI1is %7 1) 1S reconsıidered. critical VIEW of the

notion that Joseph lıved durıng the re1ign of Senusret I, popular In SOINEC cırcles, IS
found be lackıng credibilıity, partıcularly In the lıght of IMOTEC recent Egyptological
opınıon.

Zusammenfassung
Die Hıstorizıtät Josefs ıIn enes1is AFa wırd LICU hınterfragt. Eın krıtischer

Blıck auf die Feststellung, ass Josef während der Regierungszeıt Senusret I1
gelebt Ätte, WI1Ie in manchen Kreisen vertreten wiırd, entbehrt insbesondere auf der
Basıs HEHSTET ägyptologischer Hypothesen der Glaubwürdigkeıt,
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