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In her 2003 artıcle. Y aırah Amıt demonstrates the of progress1ion
d rhetorical devıce in 1D1I1Ca hlıterature. She has gıven the devıce of
progression definıtion d ollows

“Progression IS rhetorical technıque that organıses the data for the
author in multı-phased, hiıerarchical structure, whereın the elements AIec

arranged In ascending descending order: TOM the general the
partıcular, 1CcCe ‚ from mıinor maJor, the ICVEISC, from the
expected the unexpected; the ımpersonal the personal, and Often
the final step In the progression 15 the cliımactic ONC, whıle ach of the
preceding plays ıts part In expandıng narrowıng the» and
thereby shedding INOTC lıght the subject”.'

She reaches the conclusıon that tlhe progressive Iructure NOoTt
only to make order In the data« but also to organıse ıt that, d4sSs

5}well as havıng agesthetic value, the text 1S o1ven meanıng.
The Book of Job 1S ONC of Nanı y examples quoted In Amıt)’s work. She

takes perspective how the devıce of progression 1S generally
ployed In thıs book a4s whole * However, she does not eive deeply nto
analysıs Job s Inspıre Dy Amıt's artıcle, thıs study intends tO take
miı1icro VIEW how such devıce 1S extensively and delıberately used ıIn the
rologue o Job

contend that In the rologue DIETLY, prosperI1ty, calamıtıes and hıs
reactions the sufferings AIc viıvıdly ıllustrate: usıng the devıce of DTO-
orEeSSSION. Apart firom these, the mMoOost cruc1al motif of T3 surfaces repeatediy
(S1IX OCCUrTeENCES In the Prologue) ın progressive LO0O Thıs ogradualıst
technıque not only ımpacts the STOTYV WOTr. of the Job narratıve. but also
subtly influences the system of sıgnals uUuDON the reader.“

Amiuıt, Progression
Amıt, Progression
Amıt, Progression E  ©Oe Amlıt, Progression
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1) Completeness of Pıety
The ıinformatıon that Job 1S rıghteous INan, 1S the fundamental data

indıspensable for the book whole > In the rologue character 1S
fırst introduced by the narrator, and then it 1S twıce confirmed by G0d In
fact, both the narrator’s and CcCom Job echo each other 1s
not dıfficult discover the of progression INn the texXT, 4C 1S CXa-

mıned In thıs sect1on.

Narrator’s Comment
At the VC beginnıng of the narratıon (1-D) Job IS eplcte: dSs

INan, who IS blameless (57) uprıght fearıng G0d (D9MDN N)) and
hunnıng evıl l 79) The narrator uUsScSs the above four eXpreSsS10NSs SCHNC-
rally deseribe perfect DIETY At the end of thıs section 1:5) he 111US-
trates character by 91VINZ specıfic example. Job SE viıvıdly hıgh-
lıghts scrupulous fear of SIN He continually brings and offers SaC-

riıfices for each of hıs chıladren lest they m1g have sınned and °hless curse”
7359 (G0d INn theır hearts Job and 1: thus form inclusı0, provıdıng
the s1ıgnıfıcant aC  rop of absolute rıghteousness. Movıng irom the
eneral LO partıcular depiction, the narrator S  1  Y sShows hıs audiıence
both and hI1s children complete iInnocence.

Clhines 1ghtly pOomMts out that the narratıon here AWAVY from the
“actionless beginnıng” (d:) to the “repeated actıon” ES) And habı-
tual hought 1S brought out by inter10r speech 5 The progression
irom actıonless exposıIıtion LO repetitıve actıon, and then speech-act Sra
dually sSeits the STOTY in motıion. fter short eXpOSItOry “ tellme: by the
narrator, the audiıence have theır first of dramatıc “showıng ” of
story.“ ringıng the speech-act nto foreground LO o1ve the audıence

of “immediaCcy‚5 9 The and flow of the STOTY 1l be geared UD

Clines, Job 1-20,
Oncerning the meanıng and rendering of the Hebrew verb ] Ia, SC analysıs later
in thıs
Clınes, Job 1-20, Weılss pomnts Out that the Vyigtol form (MWY") in 1:5b CAPTCSSCS
repetitive actıon. Offering sacrıfices for the chıildren becomes regular habıt. See
Weıss, Story
Sternberg, Poetic 1A2 Sternberg pomts Out that the Bıble’s ree LTECOUTSC exegetical
tellıng 0€ESs nOoL preclude mMastery of the of dramatıc showıng.
er ccordıng Allter, the UsSscC of speech-act o1VveSs the audiıence nNnot only

of immediacy, but Iso certaın complıcating ambıgulty.
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IMOVEC forward when the dramatıc ellıng IS oradually chıfted the drama-
tiCc howıng

Boasts

first boast of Job In 1:Sb 15 exactly the SdI1L1C ASs the narrator’s
COomMMent In L:17 blameless (5) uprıght fearıng (God (DIDN N))
and hunnıngz evıl Gale VD). However, Hıs praise of Job 1S CVCcCNn LNOTC hyper-
Ol1cC than the narrator’s. Job IS nOot merely “the of all the people OF
the east” A the narrator claıms jE3) God CVCN consıiders Job 4S “My SC1I-

vant” and declares that “there 1S 11OT1IC 1ke hım In the earth”’ (8a)- Such
cCOomMent from (J0d makes character CVCN LHNOIC impressive tOo the
reader.

In Hıs second boast concerning Job, God ONNGE agaın egards Job ASs “My
servant” and also claıms that “there 1S 1NOMNC 1ke hım In the earth” He
also repeated four traıts I 1:8) blameless (DN) uprıght fea-
rıng (G0d (B'DN N and shunnıng evıl (DA A  E 2:3b) er than these.,
God adds ONC INOTEC cComment, statıng that Job stil] fast tO hıs integrity
(3 D 12727) CVCI though the satan destroys hım for LTCasSson

er the first test God further {Ifırms integrity (79M) hıs
genume pIety before the Fokkelman 1ghtly States that Hebrew

wriıters ““developed sophisticated technıque of varıed repetition”
AaSs o expand the richness of meanıngs and keep a]] the surpr1ıses for us
The varıed repetition brings forth progress10on. Therefore the varıecd MNUAanNnNCccSs

1n [WO boasts of Job have eepene: OUT impress1o0n OVECT perfect
charaeter.

The evaluatıons of the narrator and G0d AIcC trustworthy In the
Bar-Efrat pOoIts Ouf, °“"These eXpress10ns of direct characterisatıon Afc uttered
by the narrator, who 1S the SUDITCHIC authorıty, and by God, who 1s above
authority.  12 Therefore the 1IC  S NUanCces In [WO boasts gradually

tOo the narrator’s cCcComment Job SC VG6 EF convınce the -
dience about complete innocence. The reader ollows thıs step-by-step
PTOCCSS and al] the epıthets by 1C the narrator and (G0d designate
Job

Newsom, 00k 349; and Clınes, Job E
Fokkelman, Narratıve L

12 Bar-Efrat, Narratıve 88 and LOo, Job 41



Alıson LO 130 (2006)

2 Completeness of Blessings
In addıtıon perfect character, the author also intends hıs DIS-

per1ty stand out. RBoth the narrator and the satan mentiıon about
perfect blessings, where the technıque of progress1ion Can be detected.

Narrator’s Descrıptions
Job 1= 7E  X underscores perfect blessings hıs chılaren and property

Hıs famıly and wealth dIiICc deser1bed In round numbers symbolısıng COTNN-

plete abundance (S+4% 54#5) SONS and three daughters (4:2)
thousand sheep and three thousand camels:; 1ve undred yoke of VACH and
five hundred female donkeys; and VC arge household The order 1S
arranged from the closest the dıstant chıldren, Iıvestock and Servants
The SONS and daughters dIC mentioned fırst because havıng offspring 1S the
greates ıngIal] blessings and ıt 1S the MOST essentıal O'  @

Despıite the exceeding affluence eing hıghlıghted, essing fIrom
(10d has NOLT eached its clımax untıl the narrator proceeds pınpoımnt the
amıly's perfect happıness and affection, 1 1S tully expressed In the
CONS round of banquets held by the CANA1ılaren (1:4) When hıs SOMNS hold
feasts In (Q1416 another’s houses In u  $ they invıte theır three sisters eal
and TIn wıth them The reader thus has clear olımpse of pertect
famıly In MOTEC specıfic WdY Job and A thus echo each other, iıllustra-
ıng thıngs from the eneral the partıcular perspective. 10 S_ al the
blessings in Job ET AaIfc arranged In increasıngly progressive WAdY,
makıng remarkable crescendo In the teXT, 4C ıll effectively Capture
the reader’s attention.

Satan’s Descriptions
In O boast of Job, the satan pomMts out that ıt 1s

essing ıtself that CAasts ou the VC poss1bılıty of disınterested DIETLY
(1:9-10) He claıms that God has put edge around Job In the
satan’s speech, protection IS epicte In three-part SCYQUCNCE, DTIO-
ceeding Iirom the mMoOst ıntıiımate O the MOStT dıstant Job hımself, his house
(1:6 famıly) and hıs pOSSESSIONS 1:10) The degree GT sıgnıfıcance 1S
reflected in the descending order, 1C hıghlıghts the full of

blessings and protection ( Job Echoing wıth the narrator’s words
1n Job 1:2-4, the structured here cautiously and oradually eıgh-
tens the reader’s Lamılıarıty OVeCT the ubject
13 Weiıss. Story

Newsom, 00k 349
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Completeness of Destruction

Fırst est

In Job P  ( blessings AdIicC lısted in the of SONS and

daughters, er‘ of sheep and camels, OXenN and Al and then
ervants In the tırst test of Job the sata suggests God TIeCeIMNOVC Hıs edge
(QV6I al that Job has (1 Regardıng the messengers’ reports of diısasters

(1:13-19), the above 15 almost in ECVEISC order. Wıth the des-
truction of the ervants eing eported throughout the four incıdents, the
dısasters Aafrc announced ın thıs order OXCIl and sheep, camels
and children.‘ The progression proceeds {rom the mMoOst dıstant the
MOSst intıimate. The sever1ty öf calamıty increases ONEC after another and reaches
ıts peak when Job 1S utterly ere of all hıs children.‘ The cumulatıve force
of the four SUCCESSIVE disasters ın single day thus “heightens the 1mpress-
S10N of the suddenness and completeness of the 1/  calamity.

Second est

fter takıng AWdY all pOosSsess10NS, Job ST1 fast {O hıs ınte-

orıty 2:3)
Then the Sal suggests another harsher test in order defeat Job 253

Wıth perm1ss1on, Job IS smiıtten wıth SCVCIC SOTIC O11S ’”MW) that
afflıct his ole body, °“ trom the soles of hIis feet the tOp of hıs h d” (a
totalıty of afflıction; 2 Resembling the fırst of calamıties,
second afflıctiıon also sShows Strong of suddenness and completeness. ®
The total OSS öf all pOoSSESSIONS 1S shortly ollowe: by the total afflıctıon of
Skın disease. also reveals increasıng degree of suffering, 16 effect-
tıvely rOmpftSs the reader WO what reaction 11l be

The ancıent tradıtıon SCCS wiıfe the satan’s assıstant (Augustine,
Chrysostom, Calvın, Aquinas). consıders her challenge AS HI-
mate test He claıms that “the narrator has wiıfe SCIVC ASs the earthly
mouthpiece for the hıdden Satan  '”19 E1ısemann thınks that 1S LO

be total because hıs wıfe  Z  s suggestion 1S Just ıke rubbıng salt ınto
wounds. He further pomts out that o  NO 11a 1S OVGI completely forsaken As

long as loving and supportive wiıfe 1s at hıs side.  2220 The question whether

| 5 Newsom, 00k 35
Driver and G’ray, Commentary

17 Drıver and Gray, Commentary,
Newsom, ook 339 and Clines, Job 1-20

19 Habel, ook
Eısemann, Job
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wiıfe 1S another arsher blow LO hım stil] emaıns controversı1al due
her ambıgu0us role In the story  21 But CONCUL wıth ega that test
does nNOot end In the rologue, but continues throughout the book untıl he
{iinally encounters God Hıs test becomes CVCIl greater when he faces his
friends’ harshest confrontatıon and accusatıons later In the StOry  ZZ In other
words, the progression of extends far beyond the rologue.

4) Responses LO Hıs Jests

The technıque of progression DAn alsSO be traced when COMPDATIC
[WO FreSPDONSCS his (1:20-22; 2:10) In order IC® hıghlıght the dıffer-

the [WO scr1ıptures AaTrec lısted s1ıde Dy sıde dSs ollows
Z FOT ED

The ord SaVC, Shall recelve x00d TOm God,
and the ord has taken AWdY, and shall nNnOLt recelve ev1l?

bless be the dl of the ord

In all thıs Job dıid NOL SIN In al] thıs Job dıd NOL SIN ıth hıs
charge God ıthN lıps.

Fırstly, after hıis former trıal, Job speaks and ca uDON G0od by addres-
SINZ Hıs personal Name “the 16r (FEA for three times 21) 23 ack-
nowledgement of sovere1gnty IS expressed wıth the strongest CON-

viction.““ Responding h1is wıfe’s remarks, Job about God (D°9N;
a), but nOot alk tOo “4Ae L d” (AE): Here he makes only sıngle refe-

LO mN and hıs words sound much less personal. Therefore the fırst
comparıson indıcates that relatiıonshıp wıth (G0od gradually becomes
IMMOTEC dıstant and impersonal.”

econdly, In O0 Job worshI1ps and blesses God, HE in 20 he
does NOot u  er essing God.*® Job acknowledges sovere1gnty of

Clines, Job 1-20 5()-51 FOor the function of Job’s wıfe In the o0k of Job, SCC S5asson,
Literary.
Concerning “the test” the central motıif lınkıng the whole oo0k of Job, SCC Segal,
Introduction 646-651 Hebrew/]. As regards the absence of the term “test” and the
perception of it seemmngly hıdden polemi1c In the ook of Job, SCC Amiıt, est
241-249 In another artıcle mıt pomts Out that “the SLOTYy of Job leads VIEW the

i
hıch Job 1S put nNsIng scale.” See Amlıt, Progression

Janzen, Job 53-54; and Hartley, ook
eYV, Job

25 Newsom, Job 356 and Wolde, Text-Semantıc
Newsom, Job 356: and Vall Wolde, Text-Semantic
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o1ving and takıng back In E but he states that God 1S the SOUTCC of both

g00d and evıl thıngs in D  D At thıs moment Job IS still wiıllıng tOo accept all
that God dıspenses, whether x00d evıl, and he does noOot probe the motıve
fOor thıs evıl yet However, the author has already eft hınt here.,1

foreshadow questioning about (G0d later in the story.“
Thırdly, the narrator ıIn 124 COM that dıd not SIN, whereas In

240 he adds the phrase “wıth h1is 1ıp  27 Thıs phrase INay Ca COM-

tradıctory meanıngs. COU. INCcan that Job controlled himself irom the
insıde out. Alternatıvely, it COU. also uggest that Job dıd nOoT SIN wıth hıs

11ps, but he dıd in hıs heart (Talmud Bab.., 1 argum, Baba atra 16b, Rashi).““
oug al thıs pomnt Job had nOoTt sinned wıth hıs 11ps, SCr hınt antıc1ı-
patıng that he W aSs about do Clines ightly pomints Out that NartTa-

t1ve remark about 11ps leaves hım In the clear morally al thıs pomnt; but
ıt foreshadows the VC dıfferent {  z the narratıve 111 take when Job
hıs mouth agaın. ”

Lastlyv, Vall insightfully no that ın E Job speaks from the

perspective of (G0d Lord gaVC, and the Lord has taken aWway. “ How-

CVCI, in FG he speaks from the human perspective °Chall receıve

x00d from God, and nOoL receıve evil?” Such from the
eavenly o earthly horiızon implıcıtly indıcates that attıtude gradually

from god-centredness man-centredness.
In SUu: the above four strıkıng dıfferences between reSspONSCS

hıs [WO esTts have certaın ambigulty character. oug
PIOUS speech INay be genulne enough, “the full truth about hIs reaction

hıs calamıty IS nNnOoLt yveL revealed.””
Thıs ralses the eve of narratıve tens10n, IC has O be resolved later

In the STOTYV. Nevertheless., the above COommparısons have g1ven us SOTNC hınts
about hI1s oradual alıenatıon from (30d At least, of the day of hıs
bırth In chapter 1ll nOot appCal be total surpriıse o the reader.

Van Wolde., Text-Semantıc
28 1nes. Job I® 3D Newsom, Job 356-35 7: Wolde., Text-Semantıc 3 9 and

Weıss, Story F
Clines, Job 1-20 55
Van Wolde, Text-Semantıc
Clines, Job 1-20 55
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eme of TIa
The rOOt 172 aAaDDCAaIs SIX times in the Prologue 57 10. IS P 26 9) Z

The Englısh reader often mI1sSses the peculıar of the Hebrew t(ext.

Despıite Its prımary meanıng of “t0 bless  27 the verb 173 In S: and SE
1S wıdely translated In dıametrically opposıte of ...  to blas-
phem!  27 (CIH: 1Kgs 2A10 153 The “standard euphem1ısm eOry  9 1S COTN-

monly accepted ASs the 1CAaSOI for such treatment of 33  35 Thıs eOTrYy
u that ] IMAaYy be used ASs euphemıistıc substitute for blasphemy
when G0od 1S the object of verb meanıng “t0 curse”” 555) - wıth
iMa that the conflicted meanıng of 172 In each (WCECLHTEHGE reflects the
complexıty of the Book of Job dS whole  35 er than the euphemistic
DUITDOSC, the UuUsc of 173 INAaYy also be part of the narratıve artıstry. Most
ımportantliy, the S1IX of 1D ıIn the rologue have created DIO-
oressSIVe of ambıgu1ty and ITrONY, 16 requıres the reader LO NCQO-
t1ate ıts ©  meaning.” The F  CS of the 73 motıif In the rologue have
demonstrated delıberate uUsec of progressive STIrUuCLUre In the text

Job L6
m5555 mmN FA - 18 SN 3 Job

inner hought In thıs 1S often euphemistically translated dS “It
MaYy be that INY cCNhılaren have sınned, and cursed (J0d In theır hearts”

Alternatıvely, there 1S another poss1ıble rendering for it “Perhaps
chıldren have m1issed somethıng (NUM meanıng “missing the I1r *); but
have Jlessed God In theır hearts.” It hIis cCAh1ıladren INAaYy have Commıt-
ted SOINEC mıinor transgress10n, but they continue o °hless” G0od In
theır hearts.?/ The conflıcted rendering iın E: alerts the reader the ambı-

3° There are ıneCFof the rOOL T in the 0o0k of Job. aAappCAars SIX times in
the Prologue. Seven of them diC In pıel stem L 1 E 1 ‘9 9’ 31:20; AD 172 The

33
ONC In R 1S pual, whıle the ONEC 29:13 1S NO See Linafelt, TD S6157
Linafelt bOorrows the e  S from Pope’s “standard scribal euphem1sm” In hıs COIL-

mentary, Pope, Job For the detaıls of the “standard euphemısm theory  s  F SCS L ına-
felt, Undecıdabıilıty 156-158: Miıtchell, Meanıng 161-64; and Iso Dhorme, COn
mentary:
ontra Blank, Mitchell pomnts OuLt that xa 1S NOL antonym of 73 For further

35
detaıls, SCC Miıtchell, eanıng 161; and an Curse 83
Linafelt, Undecıdabılıty 158
Newsom, Job346; and Linafelt, Undecıdabılıty 160
Linafelt, Undecıdabılıty 163
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but intrıguıng meanıngs of 179, and prompts them “make sense  27 of
the text

In addıtiıon ıts ambıgulty In meanıng, thıs also d p10-
He in the 172 theme nng Out of ITONY. makıng sacrıfıces
for his chıldren, d mentioned above. IS S12n of hıs exemplary piety and
scrupulous belhlıef. But ıron1ıcally, “lt 1S precisely riıghteousness that
l set In motion events eadıng the deaths of hıs children.  2235 Does
PIOUS aCT really rıng blessings hım? In the followıng sect10ns., thıs work
proceeds demonstrate how each of the SIX OCCUTIIENCECS of D echoes
each other and cumulatıvely deepens the riıchness of ıts intrızuıng meanıngs.

B. Job O=771
0  7  \ ö SS EW KT B P L/  99 N NS Job 1:10

Ür  r  a V S WD 5a 17 rm  F  ıE
O6 K H\ TI579V NST-DN o SSS V NS Nn

The satan uUuscs the verb ] Aa twıce In 10-1 Fırstly, he CADICSSCS that
God has always “blessed’” and protected Job 10) The YJUCS-
tions motive for fearıng God, and at the Samne time AdCCUSCS G0d of
“havıng made ıt worth 1le fo behave in ethıcally credıble
manner.  2939 Therefore, the verb 13 Ironıcally MNgS Out double challenge
both and integrity.“”

In I the IN 1I ın the opposıte meanıng, expecting Job 18
curse” G0od The clause beginnıng wıth [ ] 1S oath formula.” TIThus the
satan’s statement Can be rendered as “Stretch Out YOUTF hand and strike al]
that he has, and 11l be cursed f he does nNnot YOU yOUTr face!” I1wo
contradıctory meanıngs of the SAarııc verb 19 (n Y A dIiC Juxtaposed
together In ONC The peculıarıty OT: the Hebrew texti thus SCIVCS

CNSALC the reader negotlate wıth the meanıngO Job offers sacrıfices
hIs chıldren behalf because he fears that they IMaYy have cursed God IN

their hearts (mm hıdden WdY, L3 whereas the Sataı challenges (G0d strıke
all that Job has SCC whether he ıll (G0d His face (n publıc

Newsom. Job 346
Brown, Deformatıon
Lo, Job
Normally the full form of self-curse contaıns both protasıs (“lf” statement) and
apodosıs (“then” statement). The shortened form of the self-curse, wıthout the apodo-
SIS, commonly functions exclamatıon, and occasıonally it the SAailLlCc func-
tıon ıts full form. See Walke and O’Connor, Introduction 679; Newsom, Job 349;
G00d, {Iurns 194-195
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The echo between Job E: and 123 A has increasıng1ly eıgh-
tened the IrONIC ofT3

Job l
I6Bb 14P} 579 N7DNDZW)
Job FÜTI ET m178 Yr1)

The OCCUITENCEC of “blessed” A333) In E3 remıinds the reader of the
real 1SsSsue in the rologue whether Job 111 (G0d The [WO possı1bıli-
t1es of 173 AdIiICc ODCH Job, and he chooses o “hless” the of the Lord
Ironıcally, “the satan’s prediction irue In ıteral but not In the
intended SsenNse  2942 Therefore, 172 In SE echoes ıts precedent In S35l and
adds ıts iITrONIC

Job Z
95 IN >5 VM N} m SN Ia d1272 TID _9 >

Jobh Pn\ 195 N w IN 7 ÖN} WISY N U AmE N ) mS ÖN

sıng the Samne wordings of hIs PrevIOUS challenge the satan
(G0d o strıke body, and he predicts that Job 111 openly

G0d 2°5) Once agaln, the reader has hold theır breath and watch HOW
Job ıll choose between the [WO possıbılities of 2132 It eal the reader tOo
the oft-posed question of whether Job 111 God {tO Hıs face. 1:O fınd
out the connection between piety and hıs prosperı1ty, ıt 1S o
ICHOVC what prosperIity remaıns to hım (hıs health). The tremendous SCVC-

rıty of the second test eEeven heightens the reader’s anxıety about 1C-

actl1on. And the repetition of_[_/ a N > N agaın orabs theır attention!

Job 7:9
Jobra} mN Da D 1 WDN ai @!  AT

The ifony and ambıgu1 ö1 the meanıng of 172 reach the hıghest pomt
In 220 where wiıfe Job to 12 (J0d and dıe Ironically, the first
haltf of her speech echoes the words of Yahweh (MAM3 T 137127; 23).
4E the second half echoes the words of the Sa} S3 14 2:5)) The
1C  < element in her speech 1S “'[0 dıe” She strongly ffiırms

integrity and al the Samne tiıme, che urgently challenges Job LO 12 (GJ0d
and dıe Here both meanıngs ofT function sıde Dy s1de.

Habel, Job See Iso Clınes, Job 120 3 C Newsom, Job 352-353; and Weıss, Story
61
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The verb 17 here IMNay have euphemistıc INCANINS “Are YOU still
holdıng fast YOUL integrity”? (urse God and diıe The UFrSCHCY of her d}
peal ı15 expressed DYy the [WO imperatıves ..  CcCurse and die” CUrSINS God
WOU hasten hIis certaın eal and thus allevıate hıs suffering.“” Cursing
(J0d 15 suppose o be such SE V GE S11 of wrongdome that Job much
OTrT1C6Ss about hIs chıldren However IT 15 noteworthy that Job reaCct!ı
hıs wiıfe 15 unexpectedly ıld Thıs MaYy ArOUSC the reader attention
seek better of 172

Most probably, 172 May be taken IMNCcan ess ironıcal
When the dısasters had eiallen Job he lessed God “Blessed be
the Name of the L d„ 21) However thıs essing W daSs {u  3 rewarded
by the SO O11S (P’MW) H Job CONUNUES tOo maılıntalı hıs integr1 and
ess God, hıs next reward ll be ‘“death” In other words Job wıfe
amIhın£ hımnot {tO es  27 G0d again.”

Concerning the double of 192, ıts of ambıgulty and ı
has accumulated the ullest CXDICSSION when the STOTY proceeds tO
An OPDCH texti ıke thıs Nvıtes the reader negotiate and negotuate the
INCANINS of 172 as make of the texi The SIX OCCUITEINCCS ofT

the rologue Job A1LiC nNnOotLt coincıdental 1TalsSscs the quest10 of what 1l

really be “blessed” by (G0d “Blessing, for Job 15 OUnN! up wıth
‚546 ınaTite 1ghtly DO1NIS out that “the prologue Setfs the ension of

what constiıitutes essing by of the semantıc undec1idabılıty
of 172, :e the rest of the book then functions explore. 554 / The STITrUC-
tured of the 17 theme oradually catches the reader‘’ attention
the of the book gaın the devıce of PrO£ICSSION 15 em!
the development of thıs motıf throughout the rologue

ummary
The above analysıs has closely examıned HhOW the devıce of PTrOgSTCSS1ON

employed the Prologue Job It csheds added lıght the protagonI1sts (Job G0d
and the satan) and the thematıcally crucıal word 17 In oradual WaY the reader
15 engaged wrestle ıth Job Ver the of innocen! suffering Such
effectively draws ponder the depth and riıchness of the text

Hartley, Job 83_4 Driver and Gray, o0k 75 Weıss Story
Clines Job E 53 and (lonnor God 55

45 Malbım SuggeSIS thıs interpretation See F1ısemann Job T and Pfeffer
Connor alsO holds sımılar viewponnt FOor further detaıls NS Connor (J0d

Linafelt Undecıdabılıty 169
47 Linafelt Undecıdabılıty 169
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ZusammenfTfassung
In der ben durchgeführten Analyse wurde 1 überprüft, WwWIeEe 1mM Prolog

IJ ob das KOonzept für ıne Weıterentwıcklung angelegt ist Dieses wirft zusätzlıches
Licht auf dıe Protagonisten JO’ ott und Satan) und auf das thematısch entsche1-
dende Wort 173 In stufenwe1lser Form wırd der Leser azu geführt, gemeınsam miıt
1)ob das Problem des unschuldıgen Leıdens rıngen. Der Kunstegriff bewirkt nach-
drücklıch, dass WIr über das Gewicht und den Reichtum des Textes nachsınnen.
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