
Problematıc Parallels A ote Some Proposed
Literary Parallels tO the Imagery of Lk. 27:30)

Peter-Ben MIt

Introduction‘
The Juxtaposıtion of the image of rulıng Judging and the image of the

chared fellowshıp In 27:30 CaUuUsScs exegetical problems, 1C dIC

In VIEW of the partıal paralle in Mt 9:28 commonly solved wıth the
suggestion that 1S later 1t10N o log10n either contaiıned in

SOINC other tradıtion (eventually) cshared by Mt. and Thıs
exegetical procedure has een challenged thoroughly by Kırk, who efends

the basıs of number of 1terary parallels the ollowıng thesıs:
combıinatıon of ..  eatıng and driınkıng” wıth ...  ']  udging  .97 NnNg-

1y attested elsewhere that the configuration of ese motifs 37:30)
be SCCM conventional.”

Here: thıs thesıs will be scrutinızed by review1Ing the 1terary parallels
ırk refers LO, d SOTINC SCCII tOo be LNOTC convincıng than others, SINCEe what
1S needed to provıde satısfactory lıterary paralle to the imagery of
77 30) 1S nOot merely Juxtaposıtion of meals and Judgment rulıng, but also

kınd of interrelatıon. Thıs 1S trongly suggested by the WAaVY the imagery 1s
used In 22:30); where the roya. STal hıch ea| o the rulıng posıtıon
of the dıscıples 1s gıven 1{8 them by theır fellowshıp wıth Christ
The exXTts question dIc the ollowıng: Ex 1-14, Jer 22:15-16, Ezek
44:24, FEn 62:14, 1Q5S 6:2-3, Apc 20-21, Hes1od, Theog. 793-803., and
1INy the Y ounger, ED G ST

The Parallels
The text from Iny the Y ounger will be looked al ırst. elatıng how

trials Occupled hım durıng the day and what kınd of relaxatıons the evenıings
brought hım, he wriıtes the following

“ Vıdes, UUa honesti, (UaM sSever]1 dies JUOS 1105 1ucundissısımae 1C-
83m1issiones sequebantur. Adhıbebamur cotidie CNa

References further secondary lıterature be found doctoral disser-
tatıon, Smit, Fellowship, 242-254, whiıich WAas defended Bern December
2005
Kırk, Composıition, cft. for the argument: 291-293, the quotation 15 found Pa
293
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ce Iny mentions trials duriıng the day and meals the evenıng,
but there 1S suggestion whatsoever that these dAIc somehow interrela-
ted. Ihıs isqualıifies the texti dSs lıterary paralle 22:30

Ex Ta 1Z also discusses eatıng and drinkıng (v.1 dıd not lay
hıs hand the 1e INCHN of the people of Israel;: also they beheld God, and
they atfe and drank.” NRS V) dSs ell d the rulıng of Aaron and Hur (v.14
“TO the elders he had saıd, °‘Waıt ere for US, untiıl COINC yYOUu agaln;

55°for Aaron and Hur wıth YOU, whoever has dıspute MayYy 1{8 them.
NRSV) As clearly been SCCI] from the conftexTt, however, INOTC OT less
the SaJmnec problem arı1ses In the Texi firom Iny the Y ounger meal and rule
dIC not iınterrelated. Rather., the meal Ex 274 D 1S wıth God, whereas the
rule of Aaron and Hur eferred {Oo 14 1S onferred uUuDON them Dy Moses,
because the latter has tete-a-tete wiıth (G0d and CINOVES hımself firom the
party of the SEVENTY Elders Apart irom the fact that meal and rule part
of dıfferent ep1sodes thıs short narratıve, there 15 nothing suggest
that they have anythıng o do wıth each other Thus, thıs lıterary paralle
loses its relevance for the exeges1s of Z 20 ASs ell

Jer. 22:15-16, though not al all eschatologica CvVEL the combı-
natıon of the themes 1S clear: ecatıng and drinkıng, and domeg Justice dIC

presented dASs [WO parts of the alanced and g00d rule of kıngz Josıah. though
theır interrelatıon SUCS much ess far than in Z fact, ıt May ell
be doubted whether there 1S intimate relatıonshıp al all, L the eatıng
and drinkıng does nOoL ead rulıng, NOT Vice The pomt of the
texTi much INOTC that the ONMNC element dıd ex1ist al the N! of the other.,
4S 1S suggested 4S VE real possıbıilıty by the text’s  Z Contfext Therefore, the
texti 1S about balance, not about interrelatıonshıp of and Scepler.

Ezek 44 :24 1S nothıng INOTC than Juxtaposıtion of feastiıng and keeping
the law, d it 1$ indıcated that the law should be kept urıng feasts d well.
from WHNI1C:! however., nothıng much Can be deduced for the interpretation
of 2220

er texT, En. 62:14, offers the followıng imagerYy d far 4S the dın-
ıng 1s concerned:

‚4“ Ihey shall eat and rest and MSe wıth that Son of forever and Ver.

The preceding En 1-13, 15 indeed ONC of Judgment. How-
CVCI, agaın there AIc such sıgnıfıcant dıfferences wıth Z2:30. that En
62 1a74 be egarded d helpful parallel, In spıte of the fact that
eatıng and ınkıng arc both in En 62:14 dS ell dSs 272:3) used dS

Pliny the ounger, EpD. 6.31 1 $ ci. Melmoth (ed.). Plıny, 7 7323
Irans.: Isaac, NOC| ad l0C.
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‚ymbols for the blissful ex1istence of the redeemed. domeg thıs they chare
in relatıvely wıdespread image and theır emphases dıffer considerabily.
gaın, meal and Judgment dIiC Juxtaposed En 1-14, but they AI nOot
interrelated. For example, not the SaInc protagonists ArIc Judging and eatıng,
dSs WOU be needed for paralle wiıth Z Z (and 4S 1s for example the
Casc the text from Iny’s letter). fact, the oppressed righteous, who aArc

redeemed through the Judgment theır behaltf in En 1-13, do not | Y

celve al y kınd of rule anywhere, 8(0)! Eevecn through theır partıcıpatıon in the
meal] of the Son of Man En 62:14

The value of ApcC 0=2 dS parallel depends the evaluatıon of the
connection between V and V 21 IC 1s terms of the imagery evoked
there al least d problematic dSs ZZ30; precıisely because other relevant
parallels 1{8 the combinatıon of meal fellowshıp and enthronızatıon aAIc hard

fınd What to be the CAdSC in Apc 0=2 1S that earthly (meal)
fellowshiıp wıth hrıs the door o eschatological enthroni1zatıon.
Interestingly enough, however, both images dIc also clearly separated firom
each other, dS the reference tO the meal 1S ST1 part of the body of the letter,
whereas the reference o enthron1izatıon 1S part of the Siegerspruch al the
end of the letter, WNI1C: as Can be learned from the other S1X letters in ApCc
2-3, constitutes hıghly independent element the Stiructure of these let-
ters, wıthout obvıous relatıonshıp {o theır bodies Thus. ApcC 0> 1S
paralle tO 2230 but ONC wıth sıgnıficant problems ıts rıght,
agaın pertaınıng O the connection between meal and rule Iso ıt 1s probab-
1y NOL insıgnıfıcant that the Apc 1S y OUNSCI writing than E  > what makes
the suggestion of tradıtion-hıistorical trajectory from 77 o Apc. 4° H
21 however dıfficult {O P  9 ILNOTC plausıble than the proposa. of influ-
CHG the other WAaVYV around.

1Q5S 625  ( AI 1s the exTi t(exTi that 1S called uDOoN by Kırk and 1C should
be looked al ere ee ere 1807° V3 take ounsel) OCCUTS combiıina-
tıon wiıth 1559 (v.2, to eat), through 1 both topı1cs dIcC combiıned.
Nevertheless, ONCC INOTC the question cshould be as. how the [WO dIC
interrelated. fact, by of the repeated Da ın thıs Con{texT, it
that the emphasıs of the teXT, efitting its general outlook., 1S much INOTEC

domeg CVC)  ıng together than the interrelation of meal and Judgment. It
MaYy be argued, however, and that WOU make QS 6:2-3 closer parallel
indeed, that the chared rule 1S CON:  NCOC of the shared ta  ( as ONMNC
COU. defend VE ell the basıs of the the Mediterranean WOTr nOT

notion of communıty eing establıshe'l by the meal in the first
place

Iso the reference 8 Hes10d, Theog. 793-803 1S. probably along the
sSame lIınes A4Ss QS 6:2-3, of consıderable relevance, as the description of the
banishments of the deıity from the Vymp contaıns wiıthın ON breath the ba-
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nıshment firom both the councıls and the feasts the VYmp, i Ar

presented dAS ON and the Salllec thıng

Concludıng Observatıons
When reviewıng the consıderations presented above. the ırst thıng that

must be sald, 1S that thesıs hat the kınd of combınatıon of rulıng and
fellowshiıp AdSs ıt OCCUI'S 22:30 1S hıghly conventıonal and ell-

attested Canno be supporte: by most of the parallels he refers to MaY
ell be conventional combinatıon, but other evidence 1S needed for ıt
fact, the only CX that do provıde clear parallels aAIrc the QS 6:2-3 and
Hes10o0d, Theog. 793-803 both eX WANA1C IMNay ell chare certaın
utoplan utlook (the ONC prescriptive the other ıts description
of the dıvıne world), 1C MnNZSs them close {O Luke’s eschatologica.
Ing, the connection between rulıng and fellowshıp 1S effectuated
by the close connection between communıty and meal communıty d such,
firom 1C sharıng the rule COUu. apparently be result.

Nevertheless, thıs connection between communıty and meal fellowshıp
1S the Hellenistic wWOor. d ell 4S before and afterwards, wıdespread,
and especılally well-known E  E that these remaılnıng (and ST1
partıal) parallels do o question the INOTC tradıtional solution of the
problematıc imagery 27200 terms of redactional actıvıty. Thıs
result cshould nOot much be egarded dSs slıghtly wkward combiınatıon of
images, but rather profoun and or1g1nal statement of the full SC-

YJUCHNCCS of aıthful (cf. meal tellowshıp wıth hrıst, eart| (cL
Z 19), 4S it 1s heaven (ELK

Summary
Ihe unusual combınatıon of the images of fellowshıp and Judging rulıng

Z R0 constitutes exegetical problem that 1s often solved by iINCAans of the
assumption of redaction. Thıs notfe discusses SOTILC parallels 27R{ that
have been propose recently order make the hypothesıs of redaction
superfluous. The note concludes. however, that these parallels nNOoTt thıs task

Zusammenfassung
DIie ungewöhnlıche Kombinatıon der Bılder der Mahlgemeinschaft und des

chtens eItrschens 274{ stellt ein exegetisches Problem dar, das häufig
durch eine quellenkritische Hypothese gelöst wIrd. dieser Notiz werden ein1ge
neuerdings vorgeschlagene Parallelen der Bıldersprache VO  - 27 {) bespro-
CHen.: die eine solche Hypothese überflüss1ıg machen würden. Die Schlussfolgerung
ist aber, dass die Parallelen diesem Zweck nıcht ausreıichen.
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