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In Ägvp ten un Levante 1999), Push, leader of the excavatıons
of the Pelızaeus-Museum al Qantır (ancıent Pı-Ramesses) publıshed erl‘
wıth {[WO ymbols OT S1ZNS (FZN 97/041 W ds found the OOTr of the
tables QIV-d/30 Stratum Bc2) ate' early 1n the reign of amses 1{ (ca
IO BCE) us ımself suggested the S12NS tO be Linear-B, but accordıng
{O the COoMMeEN of Neumann, ürzburg, they hardly f1ıt nto the usual
I ınear-RB system of signs.“ The CH poss1bly from amphora, contaıns
[WO S1ZNS engraved after fırıng the ınner sıde (Fıg Z The maller OTNC

00 ıke anımal head and the larger second ONC 1S clear cut triangle wıth
inner 1-CTrOSS Despıite the ook of ıt the latter cannot be the ell known

female symbo!l often used denote Canaanıte ertilıty goddesses.” Though
us ımself speaks about the maller sıgn d ‘unverkennbaren Equıden-
kopf” also suggested by the context of the stables the poss1bılıty of COW-

head chould also be consıdered. everal of the IHalLy Proto-Sinaıitıic COW-

S1ZNS AIc close ıIn ftorm and detaıl o thıs S12N. What struck mostT, how-
CVCT Wädas the resemblance 18 sımılar combınatıon of these [WO S1ZNS found
by Sass In erabıt el-Khadım Miıne (Fıg the right).“ The maın
dıfference 1S the omted form f the triangle the Qantır S  er whereas
the erabıt S1gN has ounded Lop Iso the direction of wrıting 1S dıfferent,
but that 1S not unusual In thıs Lype of wrıting. Because symbol D the
female genitals LO be intended, ONC COU 1n WI1 us of the
ground-plan öf house. mong the S1ZNS of erabıt el-Khadım and Wadı
Intash, few oblong 0)8 SQUaIC S1ZNS wıth ınner (T)-cross have been attested.

Pusch, Vorbericht 2930 Abb.3
Pusch: Vorbericht
ee] Vehlinger, (Göttinnen 60-61; also the Sumer1an-Babylonıan s1gn for
MUNUS/SAL, Labat Malbran-Labat, Manue!l 229 No. 554
Sass, Inscriptions 183-187; thıs drawıng (Chrıstine Dıjkstra) wıl1l AappCar In
COorpus of Proto-Sinaitic Inscriptions (forthcomıng).
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Serabiıt el-Khadım Inseription Sass (drawıng: Christine Dıjkstra)

f the resemblance be accepted, ONEC Can only speculate about the INCAanN-

ıng and uUsScC of the potsherd. 1S remminıscent of the INanı y sherds and StoONes
OUuUnN! everywhere In £Zyp and the Levant featurıng OMNC 0)8 [WO S1eNS, the
SO-Calle: ‘potter-marks’ 1G INAaY have ONCEC fulfılled role ın admını-
stratıve System whose applıcatıon and DUIDOSC still] eludes us It example
of early alphabetic wrıting, the tfınd 1S LLLOTC sıgnıfıcant because of ıts d1i-

chaeologıically ell documented cContext of d1SCOVeTY, than because of ıts
meanıng OT function. increases the small of early alphabetıc
OUuUnN| In Z2Yyp 1ıke the Farına OSITaACON, the un tool” and especlally the
[WO ‘proto-Sıinaltic’ Wadı el-Ho inscr1ptions found Dy John and Deborah
Darnell In the 1994/5 Farsuth sSeas OII.6 Thıs d1scovery sparked off HE  S d1s-
Cuss1o0n about the date of the Proto-Sinaıitıc seript.‘ arnell inıtıal SUSSCS-
t1on O date these inscr1pti1ons in COMNSOTMAUNCE wıth the ate. gyplıan 1N-
scr1pt1ons of the late 121h Dynasty and Inscr1ptions of the l3th Dynasty (inter

Dıjkstra, Ahitub-inseription 103105
Darnell Darnell, Doors 24-206, CSP 2 ® Darnell Darnell, Institute 46-4 7:
Darnell, exti E agaln thank Vıvıan Davıes, Curator of the Egyptlan
section of the Brıtish Museum, who brought the find attention In SUMMNIMMNECET
996 and provıded ıth CODY of the Annual eport; SCC Iso AZRY
9 Wımmer Wımmer Dweıkat, Alphabet 07-1 1’ Man, Alpha; Altschuler,
(Ciloss 201204
Fıne photographs and drawıngs avaılable ON hift w ww.usc.edu/de t/LAS/ws
information/wadi ] ho!
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Abhh Amphorenwandscherben Y E Kıtzung ELE Pferdekopfes yncd PIT1ES
Drejecke N f C 1V-d/30. Strafum BC Staiiraum ayıf kußbocler:
aufhegend; Linear-B-Zeichen?, Zeichnung

alıı Sobek-hotep I11) ıIn theır immediate surroundings,8 obvı0us, but
15 not conclusıvely PTOVCN. NOw the recorded inscrıptions from TJjautı
and Wadı el-Hol have been published,9 ıt appCars that they from the
Old Kıngdom per10d UD {O the New Kıngdom (officıals of Thutmosıs L11 and
Rameses } AdIiICcC 1n evıdence), not to mentıon SOIIN1C Coptıc inscr1ptions. In

short, the Wadı el-Ho road Was ollowe In all per10ds of gyplhan hıstory.
The sımılarıty wıth the roads and expeditions Maghara and erabıt el-
ım 1n S1ınal 1S suggest1ve. When applyıng the general archaeologıca rule
that In of possıble dates usually the latest plausıble date prevaıls
ermIinus Aanlte quem, that 1S here basıcally the end of the Second nier-
mediate Peri10d, the suggested Miıddle Kıngdom date 1S nOot dec1ısıve al
second thoughts. Accordingly, the ell established archaeological context

Darnell Darnell, epo 46-47; Man, Alpha 6Of£; later reports revealed 1N-
creaseingly number of later inscr1ptions the 7D Dynasty and VCcn the New
Kıngdom.
Darnell Urdis oad already had become clear TOmM the prelımınary annual

| () reports of SIX SCAaSoNS In The Oriental Instıtute Annual epos
Of COUTSC, plausıble datıng excludes inscr1ptions from the Lst Miıllenni1ium BCE
UD ate Antiquity.
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of the OStTracon al Qantır In the 10 Dynasty DB Century BCE) In turn m1g
support Second Intermediate, early New Kıngdom date for the or1ıg1ın and
development of thıs kınd of Egyptianızed alphabetic scr1pt dsSs 1NUINCTIOUS
scholars have suggested before

Summary
sherd found In 99’7 the floor of the 19 Dynasty stables al Qantır, £Z2yp(3 Century BCE) contaıns [WO S12NS. They o0k vVCLYy sımılar combiınatıon T

S12NS In inscr1ıption found at Serabiıt el-Khadım (Miıne G) The OStIracon 1S perhaps
specımen of early alphabetic scr1pt related the scr1pt of the Proto-Sinaıitıc and

the Wadı el-Hol inscr1ptions.

Zusammenfassung
Auf eiıner Keramıkscherbe, die während der Ausgrabungen 99’7 In Qantır, Agypten,

auf dem Fussboden der Stallen der Dynastıe (13 vV;‘Chr.) angetroffen ist, sınd
wWel Zeichen ersichtlıch. Diese sınd eıner Zusammenstellung VONn Zeichen eıner In
Serabiıt el-Khadım (Bergwerk G) gefundenen Inschrift sehr ähnlıch. Dıe Zeichen auf
dem Ostrakon könnten eın Beıspiel se1n VOon {rüh-alphabetischer SCHCIT: dıe miıt der
Schrift proto-sinaltischer Inschrıften und der Inschriften des Wadı el-Hol -
menhängt.
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