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Introduction hat ıs Anthropodıicy?
In 710 Baron Gottfried Wılhelm VOIN Leıibnıiz publıshed

hIs book. Theodicee, “the vindıcatıon of the divıne attrıbutes. especıally
Justice and holiness wıth reSpECI the existence of ev1l. 592 The Englısh form
of the French term theodicee, ‘theodıicy’ 15 first attested 797 The
e ınvented Dy Leı1ibnıiz ı15 ase: uDON the Tee 1L1OUMN theos and the
ree infinıtıve dikein "tO Justify Consequently, the term eodicy 15

close functional equıvalent of the Hebrew term sidduqg haddın Justiıfication
of the dıvıine decree IC 15 the Naine OF the central lıturgical DOCIN
recıted al the Jewısh funeral SC ate Antıquıity

15 wıdely taken for ranted that eOdICY, the Justificatıon of (G0d
the face of apparently undeserved suffering, 15 the INaıln theme of the

Book of Job In fact LNOTC than half of the Book of Job of Job
CONversatıon wıth hıs three rTIiends who COMNMNEC hım when he 15

physıcally sıck and recently bereaved of hıs ten cCAılaren Hıs rTIends repeated-
1y insult hım Dy suggesiMng that people who suffer inevıtably dIC eiıng
punıshe for wrongdommng He argucs that he 15 and that hıs rTIends
AIC nOoTt g00d comtorters In the ına chapter of the Book of Job (J0d
reveals that Job W das rg and that the r1ends WETITC Consequently,
the RBook of Job 15 nOoTt textbook of eodicy, Justiıfyıng God On the
COntrary 1T 15 textbook of anthropodicy rom TeEeS anthropos °‘human
and TE dikein Justify the Justificatiıon of suffering humans

hI1s artıcle expanded TOmM ecture presented at Machon Shiluv Beer-
csheva Israel August 2002 The author CXDICSSCSH h1s grateful appre01at10n
Rabbı Michael G’iraetz founder and dırector of Machon Shıiluv for h1ıs OU-

Followıng presentatlon there SOTNCONC asked “If SOINCOMTNC

dyıng of lung Cancer not supposed remınd hım that he brought 17
hımself by smokıng"?” Rabbı (Jraetz responded °Fırst of all yYOU do nNnOotT really
NOW for fact that hıs smokıng Was the immediate of hıs dısease
secondly, 1t not yOUur Job tell hım thıs al that partıcular iime and make hım
fee]l bad when YOU dIC performıng the mitzvah of visıtıng the sıck 7 J hat of
COUTSC the whole Torah the artıcle and the addıtional footnotes belong
hat Hıllel the Elder referred when he saı1d (Babylonıan Talmud Shabbat

la) °“"The rest cCommentary
(OQnıons (Q)xford 66C
()Inıons Oxford
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the face of people, who add insult InJury Dy blamıng the victım, includıng
the bereaved and the infırm.

The Book of ublıme esSsSonNs concerning how nOL behave when
visıtıng the bereaved and the ınfırm have not been sufficıently apprec1ated
OT cıted In textbooks and Journals of pastoral CaIc Typıcal 15 the brillıant
book, The Psychology O, Sickbed by Van den Berg, Cmakes
reference eıther sufferıng 0)8 the lesson God teaches would-
be com({Torters ın Job

Apparently, ONC of the CcCasomnNs that the Book of MCSSaLC CONCEEIN-

ing PTrODCI behavıor 1n the house of mournıng and ıIn the COUITISC of ospıta
visıt has been overlooked., 15 that untıl 1O there has been conceptual
term desıgnate the imperatıve that In theır hour of sufferıng ne1ghbors
and tTIiends must Just1fy rather than ame the victim. At the Samnlc time, 1t
has seemed obvıous that the themes of ublıme ıterary creatıon composed
In the hıghest registers of 1D11Ca Hebrew must be deseribed Dy OILYy CON-

ceptual terms reflecting the VC hıghest regıisters of modern languages.
n NO °“how DaYy OT not Day ospita. visıt” COU hardly compete
for the attention of scholars and theologıans, clergy and alty wıth “theodi1-
CY Hence the tıtle of of thıs artıcle., Book of Job A4s Anthropodicy.
Anthropodicy, In word, Justifyıng the human PCISON 1ın the face of
her hıs uffering and despite the tendency thınk and Sd.y,
he had ıt comıng her/hım Sınce innocent, ıt 11l NOL happen me  27

The Consequences of Seeing the Book of Job aAs Anthropodicy
More than twentey aAgO Harold Kushner publıshed book

called hen Bad T’hings Happen D00d People. In verıtable Freudıan
slıp, lan Yuter eferred that famous book 4S Why Bad Things
Happen Go0o0od People.” Yuter’s Freudıan slıp parallels the COMMONMN

assumption that WCIC able solve the tremendous phılologıcal problems
that confront al] who attempt read the Book of Job ın the orıgınal
Hebrew, WOU 0188715 the end of the book and find that God, speakıng
Out of the whirlwıind, has indeed answered the question A why innocent
PCISONS suffer More than AgO, Benjamın ZO oılnted Out

that the LTCasSOIl dIC all disappomnted when finally COMMC the God
speeches in Job 38-41 1S that have inherıted otally mistaken VIEeW-
pomt, accordıng 3TE the Book of Job Was ASs ıt WCIC, AaNSWCI

Y uter: Etz-Hayım
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Jeremiah’s famous question, Why does the WaY of the wıcked prosper‘  ?9!5
and ıts corollary, Why do innocent people suffer?®

zol Aargucs that the Book OF Job does not retend aNSWeTrT the
question, Why do Innocent people suffer?” because thıs 15 question for
16 do NnOT have AaNSWEeET. In fact, the Book of Job offers v
pleasant aNSWeTr thıs question. Precisely because thıs di1SWeT 15 unplea-
sant, have been taught adop strategles, 1C enable us chare In

and hıs friends’ 1gnorance of the VE explanatıon, 16 1S oun In
the openıng chapters of the Book of Job Job k informs us that total-
1y undeserved suffering 1s the CONSCYUCNCC of between G0d and ONC
of the miınısters In the dıvıne cabınet whose tıtle 1S “the versary. ” Thıs
miınıster 1S, ds ıt WETIC, Attorney General The COITININON eadıng of the
Book of Job, In IC 1gnore the explanatıon provıde 1n Job 1'7 INaYy
be compared the awe understandıng of detective teleplay In the mınd
of viewer who tuned 1n Just after the openıng In 1C the all-
OowI1ng scr1pt wriıter reveals the all-knowıing audıence what the
detectives 111 discover only aft the end of the teleplay.

The COTLLLNON eadıng of the Book of Job has been fostered by evera|l
generations OT: CMtCS; who the prologue ıIn Job B
from the poet1ic Sympos1um ıIn Job 1-42:6 In thıs COININON eadıng dIiIC

taught 1gnore both the confirmatıon ın Job L of contention 1n Job
6-7; 9-10; 12-14; 16-17; 19:; 2 9 Z3: 29-31 that hıs suffering 1S otally
undeserved and confirmatıon of contention In Job AD

the ORD sa1d Elıphaz the Temanıte, “I incensed al YOU and
yOUTr [WO frıends, for YOU ave NOL spoken the truth about Me dıd MY
servant Job Now take bulls and 1A11l and My Servant
Job and sacrıfıce burnt offerıng for yourselves. And let Job, MY
servant, DTIAY for OL for hım 111 show favor and NOT yYyOUu
vılely, SINCEe yOUu ave NOT spoken the truth about dıd MY Sservant

Elıphaz the Temanıte and Bıldad the Shuhıite and Zophar the
Naamathıte went and dıd the ORD had told them, and the LORD
showed favor Job The LORD restored Job’s ortunes when he prayed

behalf of hıs frıends, and the ORD DaVC Job twıce hat he had
before.

Jer E
See Szold, uch 1X-X1I1.
Typıcal AdICcC Gordis, ook 65-75; Pope, Job XXI11-XXX; Zuckerman, Job 25-33;
SCC Iso the extensive Iıterature cıted DYy Buttenwieser, ook 5’ and by
Sarna, Substratum. Driver Gray, Job:; Hartley, ook 2 E Habel,
o0k 36, S0:; Rowley, Job 8'a cf. Scheıindlın, o0k 9-1  ©
Translatıon TOmM Tanakh: unless otherwıse noted, all translatıons of bıblıcal

cıted herein AdICcC taken TOmM that version (New Jewısh Vers10n).
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Ultimately, the Book of Job us 1ın the Janguage Öaf the all-knowıng
aNONYIMMOUS narrator al book’s beginning and al book’s end that Job Was

ng a]] along He definıtely dıd not have ıt comıng hım, and hıs rT1ends
who hought otherwıse WEeIC miıstaken. In other words, the Book of Job
teaches us that the perception INan y of us have and 1C. riends
turned deaf Cal, namely, that much human sufferıng 15 wholly undeserved
1S, in fact, COrreeCt perception of ealıty

Primarıly, however, the Book of Job 1S profoun lesson in how nNOoL

Cal Out [WO g0o0d ee ese aAIc (1) payıng condolence call; and (2)
visıtıng the siıck. Job 8a us that unnamed MESSCHNECI old Job

Our SOMNS and daughters WEeIC eatıng and drınkıng wıne In the house of
theır eldest brother when suddenly mı1ghty wınd ame TOmM the
wılderness. struck the (01018 GOLNHNGES of the house that it collapsed
upOonNn the people and they dıed; alone ave escaped tell YOU

In other words, dASs SCC, integral understandıng of the Book
of Job 15 the acknowledgment that and hıs friends’ words AiIC OCCa-

s1o0ned Dy the recent ea of cChıldren ıIn natural dısaster. In addıtıon.
dIC old ın Job ET that ın the mıdst of his bereavement Job W dsSs i1cte

wıth dermatological afflıction that aitfecte'! hıs entire body that he scratched
ımself 111e he saft In ashes.

It 15 the combinatıon of the OSS of hIis lıvestock resulting from combı-
natıon of terrorıst attacks Dy Sabaeans and Chaldeans (Job 115 and Job
P} respectively) and eıther lıghtnıng (T etfeor shower (Job 1:16), fol-
OWEe by the eg of chNıladren Dy tornado-lıke STtOrm Heb ruah
gedolah l (Job 1:19), Ollowe: In {u:  3 by physıca Ilness (Job Z
that SGT VOS Aas the OCcasıon for the arrıval of three riends In the Book
of Job, A4s ın (OQUT OW communiıtıies, three of the mourner’s patıent s riends
decıde meetl and travel together theır friend’s house öf mournıng sıck
bed The author of the Book of Job put ıt thıs WaY

When Job’s three friends heard about all] these calamıtıes that had be-
fallen hım, ach anlc TOm hıs ome Elıphaz the Temanıte, Bıldad the
Shuhıte, and Zophar the Naamakthıte. They met together and COINl-

sole and comfort hım When they SaW hım TOom dıstance, they could
NOL recognIıze hım, and they broke into oud weep1ng; ach ONC tore hıs
robe and TEW dust ınto the alr nNto h1s head They sat ıth hım the
ground days and nıghts. one spoke word 1m for they
sa  S hHOW v great Was hıs suffering.9

On the basıs of the friends’ exemplary behavıor In harıng In
suffering Dy symbolıc aC{ISs of mournıng, and sılence, OUTr taught

Job
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us that DCTSONS engaged ıIn condolence call AIc nOot spea. untıl eıther the
OUTNECET ımself erself has spoken OT ındıcated Dy non-verbal gestures
that he che WOU ıke the Visıtor Sa Y something. ”

In hıghly realıstic dramatızatıon of hOow people who 0Ug know
better often mısbehave 1n the COUTSC of condolence call OT ospıta visıt,
OHEE Job hıs mouth In Job 3:1-26, hIs r1ends egın insult hım At
first apologızıng for openıng hIıs mouth, Elıphaz asks, “If OTMNC ventures
word wıth YOU, 111 ıt be LOO much? Rut who Can hold back hıs words?

But Elıphaz continues wıthout waıltıng for aNnSWeT

see. YOU ave encouraged IManYy,
YOou ave strengthened faılıng hands
Your words ave kept hım who stumbled TOmM fallıng;
You ave braced knees that DaVC WaY
But NO that it overtakes YOU, it 1S OO0 much:

reaches yOU, and YOU dIiC unnerved.
Is nOot YOUr piety yOULr confidence,
Our integrity YOUTr ope
Thınk NO hat innocent Ian ‚ VGT: perıshed”?
Where ave the uprıght een destroyed”
As ave SCCI, ose who plow vıl
And s() mischief ICa them
They perısh by blast from God,
Are SONC at the breath of Hıs AGSstals

ıphaz’s rhetorıical question, ET NO  9 what iınnocent INan CGVGEFE DC-
rished?” In Tosefta ava Mes1ıa S 7 ollowe by Babylonıan Talmud,
ava Mes1ıa 58b d S classıc ıllustration of the SIN of “defraudıng by
of spoken words” forbıdden In Lev S z In other words, UT rabbıinıc

have confirmed the Book of rejection of ıphaz’s behavıor and
eliefs and warned us not follow hIis example.

ıphaz’s, Bıldad’s and Zophar’s insults heaped upON the bereft and
physıcally aılıng Job prompt (J0d Almıghty 1ın Job A requıre from
these ti1ends offerıng of explatiıon and irom Job praycr for forg1veness

theır behalf.

See Babylonıan Talmud, Moed Qatan 28b; Shulhan Arukh, Yoreh eah 3761
Job 4A3 accordıng NJ V: the ast clause that the StOrm whiıich caused
the house of Job’s eldest SON collapse uDON and kıll al] of Job’s chıldren Was,
ın tact, the chıldren s theır father’s Just punıshment In accord 1ıth the pr1ın-
cıple alluded In the rhetorıical question, °"Thınk NO  9 hat innocent 111all AT

perished” Where ave the upright been destroyed?” Job 4:7) Moreover,
Elıphaz’s aNSWET that question 15 fully stated in Job "AS have SCCH,
those who plow vıl and SO miıischief ICa them  23 See below
See Kadushın, Worshiıp 207-209, and SG below.
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Unfortunately, Jobb’s friends’ insultıng pronouncements SO from bad
FOor example, In JobSElıphaz argucCs AS ollows

NSee how appY 1S the INan hom (Gj0od,
JO not reject the discıplıne of the Almıighty.
He injures, but He bınds
He wounds, but Hıs hands heal
dee, ave inquıred nto thıs, and ıt 15 5!
ear 1t and accept it.

Bıldad, forgetting that he had COMC “t0 console and comfort” (Job
has the audacıty in Job RAa

Wıll God DEerV the right”?
Wıll the Almıighty TV| Justice?

YOUI SONS sinned agaınst Hım,
He dispatched them for theır transgress10n.
But ıf yYOUu seek God
And supplıcate the Almighty,

yOUu dIiIC blameless and uprıight,
He ll protect YOU

Zophar, the 1Tr of friends, also, ıke Man y pCrSONS payıng
theır respecCts 1ın house of mournıng 0)8 ospıta roOoOM, have forgotten
that hıs g0al Was com{fort and ondole He proceeds insult the mourner /
patıent. Like IMNa y PCISONS who AdIiIC sıck, bereaved., recently divorced OT

recently 4re Dy theır employer, Job CXPTECSSCS hıis ea emotılons. Typ1-
cally, Zophar responds audacıousliy by elling Job that he O00 much ın
hıs OW) house hıs unınvıted guesis:

IN multıtude of words unanswerable?
Must 10quaCcı10us CrSoN be rıght”
Y our prattle May sılence MCN,
You INd y mock wıthout being rebuked,
And SdYy, ‘My doctrine 1S DUIC,
And ave been innocent in Y our sıght.’
But would that (J0d mıght speak,
And talk YOU Hımself.
He would tell yYOU the Ssecrets of W1sdom,
For theır AIc Man y s1des sagacıty;
And know that God has overlooked for yOUu SOINC of yYOUL
IN1quIity (Job

Zophar SOCS beyond ıphaz’s suggestion that erhaps Job has ıt comıng
hım when Zophar suggests that, 1n Tact, in allowıng chıladren
dıe, hıs earthly g00dS be destroyed and Job himself be afflıcted wıth
horrifyıng skın disease, God has only punıshed Job for fractıon of hıs
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SINS. For thıs. Zophar hınts, Job chould CXDICSS hıs oratıtude rather than dare
CXÄDICSS In hIs OW lıving 100ÖOTN hıs of grief and paın.
Elıphaz, lıke INanYy VIis1ıtor ın ospıta 1LOOTMN OT house of mournıng,

informs us In Job S‘O that he has al the aNSWEeTS

111 hold forth; lısten IN
What ave SCCI, 111 declare
hat whıch WISe I1 ave transmıtted TOmM theır fathers,
And ave NnOot wıthheld,
In whom alone the and Wds o1ven,
No passıng them
The wıicked INan wrıthes In torment all h1is days;
Few dIiC reserved for the ruthless.
Frıghtening sounds 111 hıs CAaIls,
When he 15 al dSC robber falls upON hım

In the ast clause Elıphaz ıntımates that the terrorıst attacks perpetrated
Dy abeans and Chaldeans uDON cattle and camels and the rutal
murder of the InNenN who guarded the cattle and camels WeEeTIC the Just
punıshment meted Out {O Job, hıs herdsmen. and hıs children. ® In the
followıng chapter, Job Job attempts remınd h1is gueSiSs that they have
turned theır condolence call nto of verbal abuse:

ave often heard such thıngs;
You dIC all miıschievous com({Torters.
Have wındy words lımıt?
What afflıcts yOU that yOUu speak on?

would Iso talk ıke yOUu
f yOoUu WEeIC ın place;

would barrage YOU ıth words,
would Waß head VeT YOU
would ENCOUTASC VOU 1ıth words

My movıng lıps would bring rehef.

13 1S orth rememberıng that Babylonıan Talmud, TacTtate Bava Mes1ıa 59b fit-
tingly concludes ıts discussıon of “defraudıng by of spoken words”: (1.e
Miıshnah, Hava Mesıa 4:10; SCC the above reference the Tosefta’s COomMMEentT
that Mıshnah ın Tosefta, Bava Mes1ıa 3:23) Dy invokıng the popular proverb
(quoted In Babylonıan Jewısh Aramaıc), “If SOINCOMNC In the famıly has been hung,
don’t Sd y member of the famıly, ang thıs tısh for 5595 (translatıon TOMmM
Neusner, Talmud 288) The pomt 1S that should out of OUT WaY be
Oversensıtıve other people. Insensitivity such 1S dısplayed Dy Job’s friends 1S,
TOm the perspective of the canonıcal lıterature of Judaısm, Scripturally,
halakhıcally, and aggadıcally outft of bounds. Unfortunately, Man Yy DECISONS who dIiC

1gnorant of the Scriptural, halakhıc and aggadıc NOTINS of behavıor thınk that
insulting other people 15 humorous. Equally unfortunately, INanıy PCrSONS ave
een miısled belıeve that not en]Joyıng being insulted 1S their flaw.
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Like Zophar ın Job FE also Bıldad 1ın Job 18 has the audacıty ell
Job, hıs captıve audiıence, chut uUp ın h1is OW. house:

HOow long? Put end talk!
Consıder, and then chall speak.
Why arec thought of brutes,
Regarded Dy YOU stup1d”
You who tear yourself pleces In 308
Wiıll earth’s order be disrupted for YOUL sake?
Wiıll rocks be dislodged TOmM theır place? (Job

Hıs riends have gotien carrıed aWaVY wıth theır OW. alk that Job
MUuUStT remınd them 1ın Job 19 that after all they sef Out 18 comfort and COIN-

dole Ian who 1S, after all, bereft and physıcally 111 indıvıdual, whose
disease makes hım stink (Job and emacılates hım that ...  MY bones
stick IMNY skın and fl h” (Job

HOw long 111 yYyOUu grieve spırıt,
And rush ıth words”?
Tıme and agaın yYOUu humıilıate IM}
And Ar NOT ashamed abuse
If indeed ave erred,
MY I1TOT remaıns ıth
Though yOU dIiC overbearıng toward In
Reproaching ıth disgrace,
Yet KNOW that (J0d has wronged IM
He has thrown up sıege works around (Job 2-6

In the SAdI1llCc veın, Job continues In Job 19° 1020

Pıty 981 pıty me! YOu aAIc rıends;
For plague1 has struck me!
Why do yOUu UrsSuc

In Job 20 ophar agaln Sug; that Job has ıt comıng hım when he

Because he erushed and ortured the DOOT,
He 111 a(0)! buılld the house he took Dy force.
He 111 not SC h1is children tranquıil;
He 111 nOoT PTFESCIVC ONC of hıs dears
Wıth SUFV1VOTF en]Joy it,
Hıs fortune 11l nNnOL PDTrOSPCLI.
When he has all he wants, trouble 11l COINC,
Miısfortunes of all kınds ıll batter hım (Job 20:19-22).

NJV renders lıterally, ‘““the hand of Od”‚ however, 1t 1S ell known that °‘hand
of God’ in Bıblıcal Hebrew, Akkadıan and Ugarıtıc 1S idiomatıc expression
referring plague, pestilence ; SCC, Inter alıa, Weıiınfeld, Deuteronomy 163-164,
ıth reference eut Z  Un
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Ou an y sensI1t1ive, ıntelligent, educated PCISON In the COUTSC of CON-

olence call at the home of couple recently bereft of theır three daughters
and SONS In natural disaster alk about the ea of chıladren aSs

punıshment for wrongdommneg? (Job 20:19-22) y! the Book ö1 Job 1S
realıstic portraya of the WdY in IC normally sensitive, intellıgent and
educated DCISONS mısbehave In the COMPDAaNY of the sick. the bereft and the
recently diıvorced unemployed Ihey SaYy al] the thıngs because
they need be reeducated and retraıned. Reeducatıon and retraınıng WOou
ope  z make them appIYy In the house of mournıng and In the ospıta the
collective w1ısdom of the Book of Job and the 1IN1C The relevant
chapters of thıs wısdom AL Oun In the 1 6Ih C  u Code of Jewısh Law
called Shulhan FÜ OFe: Deah, aws of Comforting Ourners and
aWSs of Vısıting the Sıck In addıtıon, SOTINC of the Current textbooks
pastoral CaIc re-ımagıne what Job had already sa1ld:

Listen ell hat 5SdYy,
And let that be yOUTr consolatıon.
Bear ıth whıle speak,
And after have spoken, yOUu INAaYy mock
Is complaınt dırected toward man?
Why should NOT lose patıence”?
Look at and be appalled,
And place yOUur hand VeCeTI yOUr mouth
When thınk of ıt terrıfied;
My body 1S se1zed ıth shudderıng (Job AA 2-6)

Jobu here that Just lısten ın sılence the words of the INOUT-

HGT patıent wıth one’s hand placed OVCT one’'s mouth 08 prevent ally oolısh
utterance from assıng One’s 11ps WOU be the best possıble fulfillment of
the g00d ee of comforting the OUTNECT and visıtıng the sıck.

r1ends COU have done much At least 1NONC of them sald,
( Job! It YOU WOU NOT be oversensıi1t1ıve, had yYOU nOot Overreacted
the eg of YOUT evoted daughters and yOUTr three devoted SONS,
perhaps yOUu WOU not have weakened yOUTr System that yOUu contracted
dermatologıcal malaıse.” Unfortunately, have all wıtnessed people alk-
ıng precısely In thıs ashıon DCISONS who arec siıck and eIEe recently ITE
from theır ]ob, recently dıvorced. All OO Ial y people do lot than

Tur-Sınal, ook 3724 nOotes that ‘placıng the hand VeT the mouth‘ 1S call for
sılence also In Job 29:19* 40:4 Judg 18:19; Miıc 16 and Prov UZ
“‘And clap yOUTr hand yOUTr mouth” oes nNnOoL appCar make alıy unless,
perhaps ıt 1s misprınt for ““Clasp yOUr hand y OUur mouth”; however, the verbal
root DY: neıther clap 1101 “clasp'!
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riends Elıphaz, Bıldad and Zophar do, after all, attempt 1alogue
wıth words albeıt nOot wıth hIs feelings. ©

AIl LOO0 Man Yy pCerSONS do much than rTiends They Stay OO

long They alk about matters that dIiC otally ırrelevant such d theır trıp
enya VIEW Jungle anımals by nıg Ihey should, I8 COUISC, IT they must

spea al all, refer the importance them of the suffering OT bereaved
indıvıdual, the importance them of the person/s who Aarc eıng mourned.
Ihey WOU do ell ell unfamılıar stOr1es about the C of the

person/s eıng mourned OT of the NO infırm indivıdual they aAIc visıting.
en the IMOUTNETIS rıng out pıcture albums 16 portray the DECISON OT

pCErSONS whose death/s 1S dA1iC eıing mourned that the Vvisıtors Call chare
In the IMOLYy of ıfe AS ıt Was when che he they SEr walked thıs earth
Quite often, VIisS1tors repeatedly push the pıctures asıde and roceed
discuss what 1S theır mınds wıthout dlly CONCEOINMN that what 15 approprıiate

d1iscuss ın the house of mournıng 1S the virtues of the person/s eing
mourned.

mon Jews of Miıddle Eastern or1g1ın noticed MOST appropriate
CusStom, IC both satısfy and hannel In constructive directions
the insatıable need, exemplıfied Dy frıends. Sa y somethıng
profound. In houses ÖT mournıng M Jews GT Mıddle Fkastern or1g1n ıt 1S
CUS provıde Varlous 1nN! of comestibles. FEach visıtor ın turn MUuUST

partake of as Man y of these dS possıble, recıting AalOU! for each ONC the
dıstinct and appropriate benedietion. ' The benedıictions and the eatıng OCCU-

both mınd and mouth and prevent the utterance of words of insult such
aAs Camnle forth from Elıphaz, Bıldad and Zophar. Ooreover, they ulfil! the
need Man Yy people have that they aAIc nOT autistic. An alternatıve
S m1g be paraphrase Profi. Saul Li1eberman s famous dıctum.
O dIiIC nOot lowed be fool, but ıf 15 perfectly all ng for people
1n that yOU A1LC f l‚” wıth the followıng: O arc not lowed be
autıstic, but ıt 15 perfectly a]] MNg for people 1n that YOU aAIc autistic.”

Gıtay, Faılure 239-250; Gruber, Dıalogues 1-64:; Gruber. 1sdome
Prof. Havıva Padaıa of the Dept. of Jewısh Hıstory al Ben-Gurıion Universıity of
the egeV informs that alongsıde of functionalıst, psychology of relıg1ı0n
interpretation of thıs Custom ere AICc Varı0Ous anthropologıical interpretations.
The Kabbalıstic explanatıon, which 1S commonly accepted Dy ose who observe
the nte, che points Out, 1S that recıting the berakot and consumıng the food
brings comiort the soul of the departed. For the Varlous and sundry distinct
benedicetions for distinct comestıbles and theır SCC, in addıtiıon
standard edıtions of the Jewısh prayerbook, Miıshnah, Berakot, chp.



The ook of Job Anthropodicy

Ultimately, the Book of Job ells us alk ess and lısten INOITC, leave
the ast word God, and DIaYy that word 111 nNnOT be das ıf Was In the
CAsc of Elıphaz, Bıldad and Zophar, call for us apologıze and for
havıng sa1d the and hurtful ıng when. after all, dS they SaV,
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Summary
The subject of the o0k of Job 15 wıdely thought be theodicy, L the Just1-

ficatıon of (God ıth respect the ubıquıity of injustice In the world, especılally
dıisease and the OSS of loved OMNCS, whıch Cannot always be blamed the God-giıven
freewllI of humans. ManYy scholars, clergy, and laypersons chare the hope that WeTITC

OTMC able decode the dıifficult Hebrew O1 the God-speeches In Job 38-41, (OTIC

would, In fact, fınd the ultımate Adi15SWCT the question, “Why do bad thıngs happen
x00d people?” hıs m1sunderstandıng of the book of Job 1S based the aılure of

generations of readers ote that the explanatıon of Job’s suffering 1$ found in
chapters I whıle od’s vindıcatıon of Job in ace of hıs friends’ assertion that ““he
had it comıng hım  27 1S found In 47° 7-8 and Job’s equaliy bold assert1on that h1is
frıiends exemplıfy how NOTt behave durıng visıt the sıck and bereft. Takıng
these facts into cons1ıderatıon, ONEC MUST conclude that the ook of Job 15 hıghly
sophısticated demonstratıon of hat SUCS when hıghly intellıgent, educated,
and well-meanıng people attempt comfort OUTNETS ın theır grief and console
infırm DCITSONMNS In theıir hospıital beds The o0k of Job DYy of hıghly
sophıstıcated language CONVCY the weıightiness of the seemıngly banal INCSSaLC
that (J0d prefers sılence blamıng the victım and invokıng (Gj0d in domg. In
word, the ook of Jobh 1S anthropodicy, the Justificatıon of suffering humans In the
'raCe of theır well-meanıng frıends ne1ghbors, who add insult INJUrY.

Zusammenfassung
Als Grundthema des Buches 10b gılt allgemeın dıe Theodizee, Iso cdıie echt-

fertigung (Gjottes 1m Angesıcht der offenbaren Ungerechtigkeıt der Welt, VO  — Krank-
heıt und des Verlustes VO  — gelıebten Menschen. DIie Thematık wiırd brisant, WenNnn

dieses Leıden nıcht Schuld des Menschen und se1ıner VOoN ott gegebenen Freıiheit
ist Vıele Gelehrte, Geistlıche und Gläubige hoffen auf ıne endgültige auf
dıe rage, ott den Gerechten leıden lässt, WeNn 11UT möglıch wäre, das
schwierige Hebräisch In der (jottesrede 1n 10b 38-41 vollständıg verstehen. [J)as
uch 10b wırd ber missverstanden, WE INan glaubt, dass die Erklärung für das
Leiden Hıobs In den Kapıteln I gegeben wırd Und In AA rechtfertigt ott
10b dıe Anschuldigung selner Freunde, ass dieser se1n Leıden verdıent
hätte Eın anderer, oft übersehener Punkt ist Hıobs Feststellung, ass dıe TrTe1
Freunde eın Beispiel dafür geben, wI1Ie Besucher sıch nıcht Kranken der Irauernden
gegenüber verhalten sollen.'Das uch 10b st .alse ıne gut durchdachte Demon-ngz stratiıon, Was schıef geht, WeNnNn hoch intellıgente, gul ausgebildete und wohlmeın-
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ende Freunde einen Trauernden TrOsten und Schwache aufrıchten wollen ıIn ıhrem
Leıiden. ESs demonstrıiert in anspruchsvoller Sprache eınen gewiıchtigen, ber banal
erscheinenden Sachverhalt, dass ott Schweıigen vorzıeht und ablehnt, 1mM Opfer
den Schuldigen sehen, der 1mM Namen (jottes verurteılt wırd In eiınem Wort das
uch 105 spricht VON Anthropodizee, handelt also VOIl der Rechtfertigung mensch-
lıchen Leıdens durch den wohlmeinenden Freund und Nächsten, der erlıttenes Un
recht noch mıt Kränkung mehrt.
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