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In July, 1997, excavatıons In and around the newly discovered Iron IR
four-chambered gate complex (Fıg al Bethsa1da-Tzer (Level 5) revealed
tepped cultıc installatıon integrated Into the face of the gate’s  z northern
W  9 ASs ell dSs 1CON1IC basalt stela representing Mesopotamıan lunar deıty
(Fıg 2); 1C OMNCC stood before the hamah recessed altar “ SI! thıs
hallow basalt tray perforated, trıpodal cup-Shaped vessels wıth handles
(Fıg 3) WEeIC recovered IN SIlU, effectıvely sealed Dy arge chunks from the
base of the chattered stela. hırd CUD (Fıg Wäds later recovered irom
Chamber 4, Ocated dırectly the cultic place, the other sıde of the
oughly twenty-foot IC maın all Addıtionally, four diagnostic chards IC
had been found few CcasO1ls earher the vicınıty of the bit hiläni-style palace
eve WEIC recorded ASs “straıners 0)8 poss1bly iIncense burners” and INaYy alsO
be of thıs type.” peratıng under the assumption that the vessels OUuUnN! al the
Aamd: ha-sha ar served sacerdotal PUTrDOSCS, exCavators tentatıvely identified
them d probable incense burners (Fıg 5)
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4SE| SUSp1C1ONS arısıng from the fact that neıther of the vessels found
sealed In the basalt Lray showed QELY: evidence of charring,” Haunton COIl-

ducted serles of repliıcatıve experıments that Cast addıtional OU! theır uUusSs«c
dAS GCENSCIS, suggesting that the vessels IMaYy have been used In lıbatıon rıtuals
performed before the stela.®© More recently, Clarke has drawn 1CONI1IC CC-

t1ons wıth Mesopotamıan Iınar de1ty Nanna Sin Bulldıng both of these
studıes, Arav also attempts that I1ıbatıon rıtuals took place al
Bethsa1j1da-T7z7er In the Context ofMesopotamıan religion.®

1S NOLT the PUIDOSC here eıther refute OT discount the of lıbatıon
rıtual actıvıty al the galte, whether Mesopotamıan 0)8 otherwiıse, but rather
ident1fy the problems involved In identifyıng these perforated trıpodal vessels
eıther d hurıbles 0)8 lıbatıon owls, and PTODOSC INOTC plausıble function
for theır usSscC. In the ahbsence of the conclusıve evidence sımple pollen wash

The vesse] recovered irom Chamber Was thoroughly charred insıde and Out irom
the conflagration that engulfed the maın gate TCa durıng Tiglath-Pıleser's campaı1gn
In PE BCE, whıch VE melted bricks from the STOTY.
Haunton, Archaeology;: and Haunton. Trıpod Vessel.
Derived from personal exchanges in connection ıth preparıng these NOTES. (Narke’s
work 1S 0ON£Z01NZ.
AraVv, Evıdence; and ATaVv, Fresh Ater.
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WOU have provıded, the present that the perforated poda. CUDS
al Bethsaıda served intermediary stage of tual OSC, holdıng and dıs-
pensing number of naturally-occurring aromatıc erDs and sp1ces for
enhancıng the of sacrıfice. TIhe CasSc 1S constructed uDON crıtical a_
praisal of the vessel’s functional attrıbutes:; appreclatıon fOr the restored role
of the human of SmMme especlally In rel1210uUs EXPeEHENCE; and
examınatıon of examples of sacrıfıce the Hebrew© wıth the faır ASSUMPD-
t1on that these practices dIiIC not altogether un1ıque Israel but fınd parallels

ıts ne1ghboring sOcCIletles lıke Geshurıte Bethsaıida-Tzer.
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Macalıster ıdentified sımılar vessel from Tell (GJezer (1912) Aas straıner of
‘“moderately frequent” Lype Sınce that time OVCT trıpod CUDS, wıth
and wıthout oles, have been found oughout the Ordan Valley region.”

Apart from the basıc S17E and shape of the CUD, the poda base 1S the
feature that consıstently prevaıls and by IC 1fs Lype 15 iıdentified The three-
footed es12n,C1s also arger vessels, 1S easıly explaıne that
ıt effective stabılızıng nction governed DYy the sımple human prInN-
cıple As Man y ‚UuppOTTS ASsCd few d poss1ıble. The varıable factors
assoc1lated wıth the trıpod CUD nclude the arrangement OT absence of
perforations, the absence OT number of handles, AaSs ell dSs the quality of
materıl1als, fırıng, and workmanshıp terms of function, the general tendency
has been identify trıpodal CUDS Aas Incense burners, whether 0)8 not thevy WCIC

OUuUnNn!| In sacred CONTEX

Pritchard, Use E
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Pritchard ‚UppDOTTS assertion orıginally DuL forth by (Crowfoot 1940,
namely that such vessels AaIrc fact cultıic Incense burners, A4aSse. sıngle
specımen recovered IN SIM al Tell es-Sa’ıdıyeh, Jordan (Level 4, 8th CeNTUrY
BCHE), surrounded Dy charcoal and ashes and Iyıng atop altar wıth sımılar
vessels discovered nearby. ‘” But problem arıses In identifyıng all such vessels
dSs cultic Incense burners, for assoc1atiıon of these vessels wıth tual actıvıty alls
18 take into AaCCOUNT specımens drawn from other CONTeXTS, especılally domestic
and {unerary, 1gnoring the fact that Incense W ds sed wıdely for CadsSOIls other
than cultic. TO be SUIC, the USsSCcC of Incense In the Near Kast, and CENSCIS, has
ranged from curıng disease purıTyıng the alr: from mar tes of DASSaLC
from bırth 118 Cal 18 wardıng off insects: and from ealıng oaths fo fumıgatıng
hair Whıle ıt 1S almost certamly the CdSC that rıtchard specımen from Tell
es-Sa’ıdıyeh 1S best interpreted d cultıc Incense burner, along wıth sımılar
vessels exhıbıting charrıng and found In cultıc X  ' ONC CannoTt
conclude that a]] perforated trıpodal vessels WCIC used dSs such. In anı Y CaSC,
Serl1Ous problems stand the WdYy of interpreting the Bethsa1da vessels AdSs

burners.

Pritchard, Use 129-130
Fowler, Gu1lde 184
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Fırst. dSs mentioned. there 1S OS of charrıng (Hven that vessels
WeTIC OUnN| wıthın the basalt tray, sealed by [WO arge chunks from the base of
the mashed stela, ONC WOU exXxpect al least ONC of them bear SOMNC carbonıc
residue from use  12 Moreover, thıs peculıarı 1S not 1mıted Bethsaı1da. The
generalızatıon advanced by Pritchard and others 1S unsupported Dy the materı1al
record, for INa y of the SO-Calle Incense burners OUuUnN! al Varıo0us SItes In
Palestine ShOw evidence of combustion whatsoever.!® Thus 1t 1S not sımply
that the Bethsaı1da vessels sShow S12NS of charrıng; rather, ıt aADDCAIS be the
NOTTIN.

Second, replicatıve experiments carrıed Out by Haunton demonstrated that
the S1ZE, number, and placement of the perforations precludes effective UsScC of
the etihsaıda vessels dSs Incense burners, argely the basıs that wıthout 1ds
ere 1S nothıng indıcate these vessels WeTIC lıdded), the up'  a preven(ts
smoke from escapıng from the oles (see ote 3/6) Thıs wrıter wıth
Haunton’s conclusıon, but fOr dıfferent CadsSsONls> The tact that smoke does not
ex1t the perforations alıls Aarguc agalnst the ıdentificatıon of these vessels 4S

The fragmented specımen found In Chamber Was completely charred insıde and
Out, lıke everything Ise affected by the conflagration insıde the maın gate; thus it 1s
ofno UsSC for thıs study.
Fowler, (Giu1lde 185
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hurıbles: fOr it 1S the Casc that alr MUuUSst be drawn Into the CEHSCET for DIODCI
combustion and maxımum effectiveness, not that smoke Must somehow COTLIC

Out from the s1ides. The placement of the 1O0WS of perforations AaDDCAaLS o be 118010
hıgh, educıng the vessel’s effectiveness Dy keeping ageratıon AdWdYy firom the
base where ıt WOU be MOStT needed For the maJorıty of trıpodal vessels, wıth
the absence of charrıng ONC mMust consıder Fowler’s conclusıon that they INAaYy
ave been enjoyed varıety of uses.!*

f OE rejects the notion that the Geshurıite vessels WLG sed dSs Incense
burners, ONEC finds the ypothesı1s that they served dSs lıbatıon CUDS OT OWIS
equaliy problematıc. ccording the Bethsa1da‘ ıt 1S suggested that the
vessels96  Nicolae Roddy — BN NF 141 (2009)  thuribles; for it is the case that air must be drawn into the censer for proper  combustion and maximum effectiveness, not that smoke must somehow come  out from the sides. The placement of the rows of perforations appears to be too  high, reducing the vessel’s effectiveness by keeping aeration away from the  base where it would be most needed. For the majority of tripodal vessels, with  the absence of charring one must consider Fowler’s conclusion that they may  have been enjoyed a variety of uses.!*  If one rejects the notion that the Geshurite vessels were used as incense  burners, one finds the hypothesis that they served as libation cups or bowls  equally problematic. According to the Bethsaida report, it is suggested that the  vessels  ... were presumably dipped in the basin full of liquid, and then perhaps were  elevated and the liquids (such as water, milk, wine, or oil) would pour out of  B  the perforations, creating a shower.  For sprinkling rituals, given the high placement of the perforations one  would suppose that the surface of any liquid contained in the cup would drop  below the top row of holes before the supplicant would have time to raise it. For  either sprinkling or straining of liquids, lower holes would be needed; for  pouring rituals, one would expect an absence of holes altogether. The fact that  the holes completely surround the vessel would seemingly require the suppli-  cant to get wet, assuming that the libation can be lifted rapidly enough. If the  ritually prescribed method involves simple pouring, then a number of holes,  roughly the back two-thirds of each row, suddenly become useless. The perfor-  ations on the vessel are too high to make any ceremonial pouring, dribbling, or  sprinkling practical. Having said all of this, on the basis of Haunton’s experi-  mental archaeology the point becomes moot, for the gravitational influence  upon liquid as thin as watered-down milk was not sufficient to draw it freely  through the perforations. (see note 3/6) Instead, the liquid dribbles weakly down  the sides of the vessel until the surface of the fluid drops below the perforations  and runs down and off the feet of the cup. In sum, the perforations appear to be  superfluous for use in any type of libation ritual. There is no reason to suppose  that these vessels were intended to hold or catch any liquid at all.  Ostensibly, the roughly 100 cm x 60 cm basalt tray before the stela could be  used to collect liquids poured above it, but at roughly 10 cm deep it would hard-  ly have been practical for scooping out liquid, thus requiring an additional  reservoir. The overall design seems better suited as a kind of holding tray for the  collection of dry materials, grain most likely, perhaps enhanced with spices and  heaped as a meal offering in homage to the deity before which it lay. Excava-  14 Fowler, BA Guide 186.  15 Arav, History 20.WEIC presumably dıpped in the basın full of 11quıd, and then perhaps WCCIC

elevated and the lıquıids SUuC. watlter, mılk, wıne, o1l) would POUTL out of
15the perforatıons, creatıng shower.

For prinklıng rıtuals. g1ven the hıgh placement of the perforations ONC

WOU. SUPRDOSC that the surface of alıy l1quıd contaıned the CUD WOU drop
e I0W the LOp LO  z ofoles before the supplıcant WOU have time ralse it. For
eıther sprinklıng OT strammıng of lıquıds, lower Oles WOU be needed; for
pouriıng rıtuals, OTIC WOU eXpeCt absence of Oles altogether. The fact that
the Ooles completely urround the vesse]l WOU seemmngly requıre the supplı-
cant gel werl, assumınz that the lıbatıon Can be apıdly enough. f the
rıtually prescribed method involves sımple pourıng, then number of oles,
oughly the back two-thırds of each TOW, suddenly become useless. The perfor-
at10ons the vesse] AaIc tOO hıgh make alıy ceremon1l1al pourıing, 1bblıng, OT

Sp.  ıng practical. avıng sal1d all of thıs. the basıs of Haunton’s exper1-
mental archaeology the pomt becomes MOOL, for the ogravıtational influence
uponNn l1quıd d thın dASs watered-down ılk Wdas nNnOoTt sufficıent draw ıt ecel
through the perforations. (see note 3/6) Instead, the lıquıd rıbbles weakly down
the Ss1des of the vesse] until the surface of the flu1d drops e 1I0W the perforations
and [UNS down and off the feet of the CUD SU! the perforations aDPCar 118 be
superfluous fOr USC In an y type of lıbatıon tual TE 1S 1Cason 18 SUDDOSC
that these vessels WeTC intended hold OT catch an y 11quıd at all

Ostens1bly, the oughly 100 6() basalt Lray before the stela COU. be
sed ollect 1qu1ds poured above lt, but al oughly 10 deep It WOU hard-
1y have been practical fOor Ccoopıng Out l1quıd, thus equmrıng addıtıonal
reservoImr. The verall es1gn SCCI1I1S5 better sunlted dSs kınd ofholdıng tray for the
collection of materı1als, grain MOST lıkely, perhaps nhanced wıth splces and
heaped dSs meal offerıng In homage the de1ty before 16 it lay. ExCcava-

Fowler, Gulde 1586
Arav, Hıstory



Perforated Trıpodal Vessels al Iron I8l Bethsaı1da-Tzer

t10Ns In Chamber S NCalr the locus where the cultıic artıfacts WeTIC found, indi-
cated that severa| tONS ofarley had been stored there.

Matenals sed connection wıth such meal offerıngs included alıy number
of OT o1l-base. m1ıxtures of aromatıc erxDs and powdere spices Ind1ıgenous

the reg1on 0)8 mported through 'ade Because of the s1ignıficance the of
Ssme for ancıent Near kastern cultic' ıt 1S upDON these other
materı1als that fOCus cshould be turned. Here ONC 1N! that the of SME Call

OW the spırıt ACCCSs»> the dıvıne. Second NOC (MS that the Lord
SaVC S12 the CYC>S, 114e SINE he SAaVC the spirit. ‘© Fourth Ezra that
the 1r day of creation Sa  z s  1t ndliess abundance and of varıcd appeal
the taste, d ell dAS flowers of inımıtable color and Odors of inexpress1ible
fragrance. ” In several places the ree of Lıfe 1s saı1d offer Iragrant pC)  me,
along wıth agran flowers and STASSCH, also provıdıng the SCHSOTY
experlience of Paradıse. The cultural Jandscape of the Near ast oday wıtnesses

ongomg tradıtıon the UusSsc of aromatıc botanıcals for Varıo0ous human
actıvıtles. Pure OT mixed, suspended In O1l, these specımens fOr centuries
have enjoyed varıety of UuUSC$sS domestic and medicınal, d ell dAs cultic.

ccordıng Zohary, Varlous spec1es of aromatıc STASSCS, especlally the
Cymbopogon MAartınıl (or Sweet Calamus) mentioned earlıer, WEIC avaıl-

able. provıdıng pleasant atmosphere and aromatıc oıls  IS Although used domes-
1cally In pe  me, cosmetics, and medicınal tON1CS, ganen, d thıs grass 1S
known Hebrew, served cultıc DUTDOSCS throughout the reg10n CL Jer 6.20)

everal other plants and plan by-products WEeEeTIC used In non-cultıc and cultıc
COBDTEX oughout the Levant. 1e them Boswellia UACFA, the 1D11Ca.
eboneh, ommonly known d irankıncense, WN1C 1S gum-resin sed medic1-
nally, mıixed wıth 011 and other spices create perfume, and burned d

Incense for cultıic Uusc (see Neh 135 Ladanum (CISIUS INCANUS), also known
d abdanum (bıblıcal O 1S sometimes erroneously translated, along wıth
FMOTF, d myrrh (Balsamodendron Myrrh) In the 1D11Ca texT. Thıs distinctive
brownısh resin 1S used medicımally around the Mediterranean basın; Its d1ıs-
tinctively pungent odor 1S found ıIn pe  CS and ıt 1S st1l] sed today SOINC

miıxtures of iIncense sed in the Eastern Orthodox Church «9 ther 9  €s, fOor
IC the Hebrew POSSCSSCH speclalıze vocabulary (e:0; rogeah,
ragah, geloret, bosem), WEIC derived from host of erDs and Sp1ces, INanıYy of
1C WEIC also used anomting 01l XO 25557 35:6), ASs ell d the

Anderson, Enoch 150
etzger, H7ra 536

18 Zohary, Plants 196
Zohary, Plants 197
Zohary, Plants 194
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makıng of Incense XO 30:3435) The priestly Chronicler’s ACCOUNT of the
ea of Kıng Asa provıdes FAr 1D1I1Ca. insıght into the USC of aromatıcs In
Iunerary rıtuals

They burıed hım In the tomb that he had hewn Out for hıimself In the cıty of
Davıd They ald hım bıer that had een fılled ıth Varıous kınds of
SPICES prepared by the perfumer’s art; and they made great fire In hıs
honor” (2Chr 1 9

The perfumer’s art Wäas speclalıze profession (maaseh ogeah) and the
mixing of aromatıcs In Varıous aMOUnNtTSsS specılalıze clence. Fowler observes
that usc the term NCENSE indıscrımınately, wıth Its cultıic vertones, conceals
the varıety of USC 16 Var10us spices and the 1ke WCIC DUut use  ZZ

Haran’s thorough analysıs of the UuUsSCcC of Incense ancıent Israelıte tual dASs
escr1be: the Hebrew identifies three C of aromatıc er and
SPICES: the getorel hasammim, eSCTMDE!I In the Priestly tradıtiıon A4aSs Lype of
tamıd offerıng In 1C altar incense 1S burnt al regular intervals insıde the
SANCIUArY the pecı1al altar of gold; alc offering, identified the
Priestly SOUTCC Dy the 1L1OUIN geltorel and referring powder made UD of m1ıxed
spices, usually eboneh, 1E Irankıncense. but also gane hatov, the Sweet
Calamus SIASS mentioned earhıer: and, the USC of SPICES dSs powdere
aromatıc supplement LO the meal offering, usually dSs part of the
“memor1al portion” (*azekah) of the minhah and thus eventually offered upOoN

altar > 1S the last of these that best satısfy the practical emands
of the Bethsaıda trıpodal es1gn, suggesting that offering of X00ds (e.9.
flour, spice addıtıves, mixture of both) WOU have been O the
regular meal offering, Just d al other altars priests WOU powdere:
aromatıcs OVeT burnt anımal offerıngs, ending theır wıth the burnıng
flesh In order create pleasıng odor.

In the rıtual USC of powdere: Spices the rel1210uUs practices In the
reg10n, find ıts complement the perforated trıpodal CUD The verall
esign of the vesse]u that the shakıng, sprinklıng, and/or pourıng of

pulverized mixture of aromatıc spices, and poss1bly flour, WOU be Its
MOoOst plausıble function, trongly supporte: by experimental archaeology In
WdYy>S nNOT satısfıed by anı y previ10usly suggested. Thıs conclusıon awaıts Ssupport
from palynologıca analysıs, method 16 for Varıo0us CadsONs$s pa 110O-

Haran, Uses 143120
Fowler, (Gu1lde 186
Haran, UsesA
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mıiıcal, pa attıtudıinal 1S largely under-utilızed by archaeology.““ N then,
reasoned speculatıon such AS thıs 11l ave uffice

‚ummary
Durıng the past Tew debate has ensued VOCI the possıble function of

perforated, trıpodal CUDS found IN 1l al the cultıc installatıon al the cıty gate of Iron I1
Bethsaıda (Stratum > Discussion has been polarızed vVver whether the vessels served
thurıbles (LE. incense burners) ıbatıon CUDS. The present number
of COUNtTS that neıther sıde 1S Correct. the absence of the conclusıve evidence sımple
pollen wash would have provıded, the ar gUCS that the perforated trıpodal CUDS al
Bethsaıda served intermediary of tual holdıng and dispensing
number ofnaturally-occurring aromatıc herbs and SPICES for enhancıng the ArOIMla ofmeal
offerıngs al the gale.

ZusammenfTfassung
In den letzten Jahren ist ıne Debatte über die möglıche Funktion e1INes durch-

Öcherten dreibein1gen Bechers entbrannt, der IN 1U In ıner Kultstätte beım Stadttor Iron
11 Bethsaıda (Stratum gefunden wurde. Zur Dıskussion stehen VOTL allem dıe Nutzung
entweder als thuribles, Weıhrauchbecher, oder als Trankopferbecher. Die vorhegende
Arbeıt ze1igt mıt mehreren Argumenten auf, keıner der beıden Standpunkte
korrekt ist. Angesichts des Mangels schlüssıgen Beweisen., dıe ETW: ıne einfache
Pollenanalyse erbracht hätte, argumentiert dıe vorlıegende Arbeilıt, dass der durchlöcherte
dreıbeim1ge Becher für ıne rtuelle 7Zwischenstufe wurde. In iıhm wurde eine
Vıelzahl VOIl Kräutern und (Gewürzen aufbewahrt, mıt dem dıe Stadttor angebotenen
Mahlzeıten gewürzt wurden.
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