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Introduction
The Joseph narratıve (Gen 37-50 1s VE much dıstinguished from other

narratives‘ iın GenesI1is by 1tfs un1que role. provıdes generally the lınk between
GenesIis and Exodus o1ving Aal1SWeTIs LO the 9  ' ‘Why  C the “how  95 and the 99
about Israel’s In Egypt and ıts exıt from it The 1eprotagonıist and
hero of the narratıve, Joseph, the eleventh SON of aCOo but fırst SOM of Rachel.
Jacob second wıfe, 1S presented all through dSs 1gure OT rather ..  29  sıgn of
contradıction. He 1S both freeborn and clave prisoner; he 1S beloved and
ate. honoured and dıshonoured: accepted and rejected: recognızed and for-

promoted and emoted alı He has benefactors dSs ell d adversarles:
vested wıth authorıty and divested of authorıty, eicCc At the end, Joseph CINCTSCS
d TImMe Mınıster Egypt and the ONONYINOUS of Israel He 1S
buried 388l hıs fathers, the patrıarchs, and hıs SONS, Manasseh and
phraım, become of the trıbes of Israel The Joseph StOTrYy couldn’t have
been excıting and affecting wıthout the UsSC of ..  Cchange of 992  garment dSs both
narratıve and theologıcal devıice. For the maJor events of the narratıve play
themselves Out under thıs sıngular motıf. Accordıing Hendel, repeated
images of Joseph’s clothıng torn AWAY present serl1es of ‚ymbolıc °rıtes of
passage from ONC State another, from eloved SOM fore1gn slave
prisoner.”” 1S thıs succınct remark that has inspıred the tıtle of thıs artıcle
seek IO demonstrate that the motıif of clothing and unclothıng 1eSs al the V

of Joseph’s conflicting and contradıctory 1ıfe experlences. ıll do
wıth the help of few chapters 37 39, and 41) of (GjenesıIıs 16 consıder
essential the development of the theme 111 also relate the
pragmatıc importance of thıs motif V1S-A-VIS Joseph experlences the rel1210us
and sSOoc1al values placed change of In certaın other socletles.

For instance, the Abraham and Sarah SLOTY (IEK27:25.18) and the Isaac and aCcCo
STOTY (2,19-36,43).
The expression “Change of garment” 15 used ere In double It applıes
interchangeably toputting 1C  S garments and removıng old NCS.

Hendel, GenestIs, 037
Huddlestun, Dıvestiture, ATzG6)
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Change of (Jarment: ymbolıc anguage
For the 1DI1Ca WOT.| dSs ell dSs In Man y other socletles, garment OT tem

of clothing 18 NOT Just pIece of STU nakedness. (jarments have much
to communIıcate the soc1al and rel1g210us STatus of A} indıyıdual OT grOUD.
Vıecetor Matthews in hıs artıcle, Anthropology of othıng in the Joseph
Narratıve,” has demonstrated thıs fact He has shown that clo' and clothing
COUuU define dentity of DCTrSONS and ZT0OUDS and, In addıtion, "““Serve dAs form of
language ıc reflects the socıetal NOTTINS of cau modesty, fashion.””® Thıs
1S ell bserved In INa y Afrıcan sOcIletles where INnd1v1duals and SIOUDS take
pleasure in makıng nOoTt only theır garment but also the colour and ST of it
reveal theır socıal OT rel1g10Us stand OQur CO here 1S 2101 Ol garment DCI 72  —
but ON the act of clothing and unclothing (change of garment) which rıtually
symbolıses A tatus ÖOI condıtion of lıfe

Ordinarıly, people ArC clothed ÖI stripped l theır clothing tor Varıous
115 According (0 Bıblical narratiıve. he first attempt made by humans (Ö
clothe themselves e  S back {Ö Adam and HVE in theır ıd (Ö COV their
nakedness and chame in the garden I'he CYOCS of 56th WeEeTC opened, and thev
KNEeW (hat thev naked: and thev sewed 112 |CAaves together and mmade
(hemselves ÜPTONS (Gen 3\7\ 6f. 10 GCONMT  181 (jen ' A  25) Although (his Occurred
wıithın (he GONTEX1 öf punishment, (jod vrewarded the eftori by providıng vreal
Yarment(s {Ör ihe 1a and his wiıfe “the ORD (‚0d inade {Or Adam and Ör his
wiılfe Yarmen(s öf skıins (1 MMD), and clothed ihem” (Gen 3:21) Therefore.
ONC GE SYy (hat makıng of garments and giving ihe \= ıf Orginates TOM
(j0d. Literarily speaking, (06 provides and clothes his OWTINL, (Ö (heıir
nakedness and chame. IS remarkable (hat (j0d’s ıfl of garments here achieves
1 han INCTC covering Öf nakedness: i{ "alSCs sOC1aA] condiıtion of the 1147 and
h1s wife. TOM tihe USC Öf apronNns sewed TOM (1g leaves (Ö garments f ekıns.
I’hıs has given ihe prophet understandiıng about hıis God he (One who
clothes. ın ImMagery that depicts (j0d’s salvıfıc aci (Isa 61.10: cf sa 61,3: K7zk
16,10-13: also ”S 132.16), and his conferment of authority ON SOMNCOMNC (Isa
CO —— Ihe CONLrary IS also alıd In he prophetic ([EXTS: (j0d’s act of jJudgement
and punıshment IS Ooccasıonally bortrayed In (e l removal of garment
stripping naked (Hos 25131 | 1-12{[9-10]; IS 18-24 Jer 'Ol $ K7zk
uC{ sa cn Jer [3.22° H7i 6,39; 23,206)

On the human sphere, ı{ n Aifficult 18 Categorise always he motif behind
change Of garmen(. Although clothing ÖI g11 öf garment and removal Öf
garment (unclothing) evoke DOSILLVE and hegatıve iıdeas respectively, he former

(
([ Matthews, Anthropology, 2536
Matthews, Anthropology, 25 cf Roach / Eicher, Language,
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INAaYy nNOT always be sıgn of favour OT 10ove, Just ds the latter INAaYy NOT all the time
S1gN1 punıshment and hatred In other words, change of garment carrıes wıth it
Varıous motıfs. As the STOTY of the INan dam and hıs wiıfe reveals the primary
and MOStT fundamental motive for ONC clothe neself (T another 1$ protect
the lothed from the shame of nakedness. The actıon of Shem and Japheth who
covered Noah theır father In hıs drunkenness wıth 1 ready
mınd (Gen 2.23) Ironıcally, the CONTrary, Jesus Was arrayed in gOTZCOUS
ent Just mock and hım (LK 231 11 JIn 19,2-3; cf. 2128° Mk

Nevertheless, the Joseph narratıve, ds later &81081 discuss,
betrays other [CAasSsONsSs

Apart from eing A WdYy f exposing A victim shame, ASs 1S In
dealıng wıth thieves ın SOTTC societies’ and prisoners of war, rending of
garment has great sıignıficance In 1DI1CcCa tradıtıon. Rending One’s garment IS
properly SIgn f Mourniıng (I deep grief Ör the death of a loved ONC (Gen
37,34! Josh 7,5-6 | Sam 4.12 | 2Sam 2 [3.31 Job 12 Jer 41  n A}
cf sth 4,1) OT ( he |0SSs of something DreCI0US (0 SOMMNNCOMNC lıke the ırk
(1Sam 4,12) I virginity ar  S in he CAasSC of JTamar. the king s daughter (25am
13,18-19). could also be an eXpression of UNSCT (2Kgs S of tear and
despair (2Kgs sa 36b 2Kgs 19 —— of loyalty (3 X of desperation

11 the e i S  f  ul layıng hands ON Samuel s garmen! rendering f (1Sam
w  $ O[ öf Reuben when he tound (hat Joseph had been taken TOM the D
(Gen A ÖI CVOCI öf Joseph’s brothers when ihe CUD WÜS tound in Hen-
jJamın s sack (Gen Stripping öneselt could be ü W  4  M (Ö S®  l COvenanıt!
(1Sam | 8,4), S12n Of Spirlt-possession (1Sam 9.2  y  4), ()I indıgnation (Mi
26,65) Ihe “t@)’ of unclothing ofa priest Y symbolıcally S1QN1Ly the end ofa
Carl and transtfer of office authority Num 26° ct 2Kgs Bn O D We hall
discover other [CUSONS WC Drocecd (Ö consıider change \l garmen in
Joseph harratıve. especlally in (jenesis M1 20 39 —— 2\

Change of Garment: Ihe Joseph Experience
ne of the NOSI compelling “  O  o  © that would strike A close reader of he

Joseph STOTY IS he f garments “textual signıfiers” as Furman would
brand it Today, [an y COMMENTATLOTS would AgTCC wıth Westermann that there

| ()IS A garment motıif In he Joseph STOTY. The change öf garment here IS O Just

KOr instance, i IS u 201111107 practice o torcıbly strip Ü tihief ([ brigand publıcly
ALNONE the 12bo f Southern Nigeria, In the past, the stolen artıcle W as hung around
he neck öfthe thief while he ÖT she W paraded naked around the viıllage.
( 2Sam 10,4 |Chr 19,4: Isa 20,3-4: Jer 13,26: Mic L, L also Rev 4A18

8 Hurman, Story, 143-144 147: cf Huddlestun, Dıvestiture,
| () Westermann, Genesi1s. 3 9 cf. Matthews, Anthropology,



Emmanuel Nwaoru 143 (2009)

1terary devıce; ıt 1S also theologıca motıf. Hence the lıterary and theologıica
functions of change of garment complement each other In about e1g OCCAas10ons
In 1C Joseph experiences change of garment. five  1 instances he 1S lothed
In 1808  S garments, and In three, hıs lothes AIc emoved. Interestingly, Joseph
OIIC of the OCCas1ons has TEIMNOVC hıs robe hımself and eplace ıt wıth LIC  S

garment. The Structure be represented thus

Joseph gefts sleeved tunıc man from Jacob hıs father (1s Jothed)
(Gen 37.3)

He 15 strıpped of hıs sleeved tunıc by hıs brothers (Gen
TA' Joseph recelves (?) garment (1s clothed) Potiphar’s house (cf. Gen
39.12: also Yı 4)|

Bl He 1S strıpped of hıs garment (Ba by Potiphar’s wıfe Gen
3912 13)
A“ Joseph recCe1lves prisoner’s robe (CE Gen 41,14:; Iso 2Kgs 25:29)|

BZ He TeINOVECS h1s prisoner s robe (Gen
A3 Joseph dresses himself WIaDDCIL mantle (m20) (Gen’
A4 Joseph 1S decorated by the Pharacoh fine lınen WW S (Gen

The Structure here indıcates that the change of garment dASs Joseph C1L-
lences it 1S full of reversals. wıth hıs rece1ving garment being lothed
changıng anı wıth his being strıpped evertheless, the first and ına clothıng
events (A A® remaın hıgh pomts the narratıve. What begıns wıthın the
famıly ciırcle dSs gesture of father {O hıis SOI (Gen 5 7:3) oradually
evolves oUg several hurdles into and culmınates in international roya
investiture (Gen ven though garments INAaYy continue play SOTILIC vıtal
role In the narratıve (GE. Gen 9  C the beginnıng and end pomt of the Joseph
change of garment experlence Call be sa1d form inclusio.'* But the other
instances In 1Cc Joseph changes garment AdIc less ımportant, lıterally and
theologıically. They take theır ep from events In Jacob’s amıly and AIc

oriıented towards the events al the aracoh’s COUTT.
As Joseph’s soc1al condıtions and Status change because of hıs changıng

garment, also does the semantıc 1E of hıs garments. The employs
Varıous words for ıtems of clothing. They include, k“tönet tunıc, ege g  €  9

vr —— \rsimlah WTAPPCT mantle, SC lınen. (AUAS leather, me‘i1l cloak, lehüs robe. MAI

| 1 OQut of these, three AdIc stated and diCc derıved from Ontext. We shall place the
derıved 1809 In parenthesıs.

Matthews, Anthropology,
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CIO eic Only four of these, dS shown above, AIc used In relatıon Joseph.
However, what 15 strıkıng In the narratıve STtructure 1S that each stage has Its
distinetive For instance, d beloved SON of the Jacob’s amıly Joseph
has leeved tunıc, Q°905 MInD, (Gen 37,3); d$S olave Potiphar’s house In
Egypt he 1S iıdentified wıth unspecıfied AdQ, (Gen 39,12., 3: 15 16,
18) gyptian prıson Joseph has WTAaDDCT (T mantle hl'm.fi dSs clothıng (Gen

1le al the roya. CO the Pharacoh decorates hım wıth garments of Iine
ınen WD d Egyptian Prime Minıister (Gen These AIc the four
stages that 11l CNSASC (OQUT discussion thıs artıcle. 1S ımportant observe
that not al] the four Lypes of garments mentioned thıs narratıve dIiIC WOTT Dy
other indıviduals the STOTY. For instance. Joseph’s ırst and last garments
strictly reserved for hım He INAaY ell chare wıth others hıs garments in
Potiphar’s house and In prıson but nNOot the pecıal leeved tunıc made for hım by
hıs father and the garments of iıne lınen o1ven Dy the Pharacoh In fact, the
phrase 202 Cal only be found here: LG it 1s sed only OHGce the (Old
Jestament and In connection wıth Joseph. These pecıal garments delımıt
the framework wıthın WANN1C I9(0)  S consıder In detaıls Joseph experience In
the narratıve, d he changes garment al home, In Potiphar’s house, In prıson and
In the aracoh’s roya) COUTT.

Z At Home
Genes1I1s 373 o1ves the prelude al] other ep1sodes of change of

Joseph STOTY thus “"NOow Israel Oove. Joseph LIOIC than alıy other of hıs
chıldren, because he Was the SON of hıs old aAQC, and he made hım long robe
wıth sleeves” The text indıcates that the tunıc wıthe Israel Jacob)
lothed Joseph 1S dıistinctive garment, leeved tunıc (D°95 n  9 and that he
dıd for specı1fic Cadsons The garment 1S pecılal for basıc ICAasONS; for 1fs
stuft OT mater1al dSs ell d Its mode long robe wıth sleeves comparable I(8
that WO by the Kıng’s aughter (CE 2Sam 1S made from kıtu lınen,
stur that 1S probably connected wıth the Akkadıan kıtınnu OT kıtıntu, suggesting
that ıt 1S foreign materal and, consequently, INOTEC eXpensI1ve. The unıqueness
of the tunıc 1S further demonstrated by the fact that 1t 1S mostly sed In roya. and
priestly amılies Hence ıt 1S WO Dy roya. I1LCN (25Sam 1532 Isa 22 1: C1. (Gen
321} and (25sam 15.18: Cant 5.5); and by prıiests (Ex 28,4:; 3927
Lev 8’7’ 105 Ezra 2,69; Neh 7,69)

The maJjor 1CasSsON for the pecıal o1ft 15 the father’s preferential love for the
yOUNSCI SON “because he Was the SON of hıs old 27  age urely, thıs ICason IMNaYy
nOot be enough explaın why he OVEel hım IMNOTE than alıy other, SVERn 0Ug
the dıisappomting behavıour of Jacob er SONS, especılally Reuben COU.
meriıt such chıft (CT. (Gien 3522° alsSO 49,4; LE  — SI Lev 18,8 20.11:
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2120° Cor 5.1) etr CadsOls COU. be quıte implıcıt; especlally when
realıze that Joseph Wäds long-awalted that opened the womb after the
mother’s of barrenness, SOM of favourıte mother whose behalf
aCO| aboure! for an for exira (Gen 29) Havıng ost hıs
mother, Joseph’s posıtion In the amıly 1S that of motherless lad SOMNS of
the first wıfe. aCO 1IN! eel CVEIY 1LCaSON love Joseph 1LLIOTC who has O  S

become the comfort of hıs dechnıng years. ‘ Wıthout suppressing hI1s eelıngs,
AaCO! made thıs exclusıve tunıc for Joseph d sıgn of hıs love for Joseph and /

of hıs lıngering affection for hıs beloved wiıfe Rachae]l (CE (Gjen 29,18.20.30).
BYy thıs sıngular aCct Joseph 1S Nal apart irom hıs iblıngs

The resultant Jealousıes and evoked Dy preferentia love In pOoly-
SaIllOUS famıly dIiC predictable. Already the narratıve sShows that CVOIl before the
o1ft Ör leeved tunıc, Joseph has eported o hıs father the strange attıtude of hıs
brothers, especılally the S0('TI1S of Bılhah and ılpah, towards hım in the f1elds
(Gen S2) The Ar hatred Was exacerbated by Jealousy after the o1ft of the
tunıc 18 the extent that they oseph’s rothers ..  COU. NOT spea| peaceably 118
hım  29 (Gen 37,4 cf. v.11: Acts 77! also (Gien 4,4-8; Sam 18,8-9.14-16.29-30;
Ecel 457 Thıs s1tuation Wds erbedevılled Dy Joseph’s dreams of
SUDTCIMMACY and pre-emminence hıs sıblıngs (Gen 3A5-11) AIl thıs
prepare: the ground for the strıpping of Joseph of thıs pecıal garment Dy hıis
nfurjated and Jealous brothers. But the OCCasıon that provıde: the ‚pportunıty
Was pıtıable ONGC, when Joseph went LO es  IS the wellbeing of hıs rothers
rearıng cattle In the fıelds (Gen 37,12-14). Jacob’s desıre hear from hıs SOMNS
and Joseph’s wiıllingness SO exira dıstance CVCI al the rısk ofhıs 1ıfe search
of them v.15-17) demonstrate that Joseph loves hıs brothers Aas much dSs aCOo!|
loves hıs other S()I15 The act10ns and react1ons of the rothers thıs bond of
kınshıp 48 agamst the old adage that SaYyS “One g00d deserves another!”

Thıs gesture does NOT change the evıl machınations of hateful brothers. Thıs
1S ev1ıdent the fırst reactions of Joseph’s sıblıngs o elımınate hım and concea|l
the crime, “Here thıs dreamer. OoOme U:  © let us kıll] hım and throw hım
nto OC of the pıts; then Sa y that 1ıld beast has evoured hım, and

SCC what ll become of hıs dreams’” (v.19-20; cf. v.18) ccordıng
the narratıve. the tiımely intervention of Reuben prevents the from
happenıng v.21-22) As alternatıve kıllıng Joseph physıcally hıs brothers

The possıble etymologıes of 7ON from hıch the Aaillc Joseph 15 derıved CONVCY
the INCSSaSC. The Lalllec 18 eaither expression of hıs mother’s oratıtude (10d who
has al ast ‘“*taken AaWAaY, removed’ reproach” (Gen wısh that (J0d
...  may “add’ another SON her” (Gen In whiıichever CasSC, the play the word
C CXDICSSCS inner feelıngs of (I1C time barren mother.

Fausset, Fausset’s Bıble Dıctionary, 2034 01
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“k111ed”15 hım symbolıcally. They strıpped hım of hıs robe, the long robe wıth
sleeves that he wore’” (Gen 9“  9 aCT that hıs emasculatıon, OT
alms al reversing the father’s deep affection fOor hım and, consequently, the DIC-
emımnent posıtıon Joseph COU. OCCUDY the family. © Thıs 1S almost COTN-

parable the systematıc 1srobıng of Inanna d che descends the under-
world. * WOU be dıfficult LO establısh that strıppıng Joseph instead of ıng
hım W dsS afterthought the D of the brothers who inıtıally planned kal
hım, dSs Redford suggests. © Perhaps, ıt WOU be INOTE approprıiate perce1ve
the SO-Calle« afterthought d part of the narrator’s ploy o USC the change of

rather than outrıght ıng of Joseph create complıcations that
the STOTrY forward

But where hes the that pPrompts the plan kall Joseph, the dream
OT the leeved tunıc he Wds wearıng? The texTi o1ves the impression that ıt 1S

Joseph dreams (Gen 37,19-20). On the9 the actiıon of the sıblıngs
indicates that the real of contention 1S the tunıc, CXCEDL ıf ONEC WOU.
SUDDOSC dSs do ere that m1ıxed motif 1S inherent In the tl'lpp ıng of Joseph.
ere 1S OUu that the narrator implıes that the father’s gıft of pecıal tunıc
intensıfies the Jealousy and that Joseph dreams provoke hıs
sıblıngs. In removıng the garment from hım, especılally in place where
TESCUEC Was S1gNL, the brothers suppose they also removed the pre-emment
posıtıon that Joseph dreams insınuated.

The depth of the 1S further ıllustrated In the brothers’ implıcıt denı1al
of kınshıp wıth Joseph. Fırstly, they threw hım nto pit, s1gn1ıfyıng utter
rejection and disavowal (Gen 37,24, cf. Jer 38,.6: Lam 3,55), and then sat down
LO en]Ooy (?) the food Joseph brought WOU be unımagınable that true
kınsmen COU. sıt down eat 1le ..  Our brother, ()W] flesh” Wds In pıt
econdly, the partıal realısatıon of the bond of kınshıp wıth Joseph wakened
by Judah’s plea waned ımmediıately because of financıal gaın (Gen 3/,26-27).
ven al that, they sold him? fore1gn merchants cheaper than the pleces
of sılver. the price of clave (28) indıcatıng clearly that Joseph’s 1ıfe had

We AQTCC wıth Kıng, Pattern, 1’ that strıppıng Joseph could be prelude HIS 111UT-
der. See Iso Matthews, Anthropology,
For Matthews, Anthropology, ST ıt 15 ... reversal of the investiture in
which h1ıs father clothed Joseph In hıis specıal robe  29 Such 1S far Irom
being evıdent In the (EeXT.

17 Pritchard, ET 52-57:; Iso Wolkstein Kramer, Inanna, 5 /-60:; Matthews,
Anthropology,
See Redford, Study, S Iso Matthews, Anthropology, 30-3
Later Jewısh tradıtıon consıders the actl of sellıng human being TImMe that meri1ts
death (Ex,More 15 the sellıng of brother (cf. Neh 5’8)
For the prescribed price ofa slave, SCC Ex 232 cf. ech VE Z2 26.15; Z
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worth for them Thırdly, g1ven the value they placed Joseph they had
cruples o exchange the 00l of theır brother fOor that of goal, 18 theır
crıme (Gen 373 The hıgh pomt of the denı1al of kınshıp, however, Was when
they inally disassoc1ated themselves wıth Joseph d Jacob’s SONS (Gen
Joseph who Was ınıtlally recognised by Judah dASs ..  our brother (v.26, 27) 1S 110  S

Jacob’s SOM S  66  eYy sent the long robe wıth sleeves and brought 1t
theır al  er, and sald, °“Thıs have oun SCC NO  S whether it 1S YOUTF SON'S robe

755OT not Joseph has o Day paın. price for the love hıs father bears for
hım and for hıs personal endowment the ands of hıs er brothers. That
price 15 slavery 1C accordıng later 1DI1Ca. tradıtion, took place spıte of
Joseph’s plea O hıs brothers hIis 1fe (cE Gen Joseph’s garmen
has been removed. As slave he SUOCS naeal of h1s foreign masters, In the
WAY of al slaves., o foreign and Wiıll he agaln GVT be CIO! That 111 be
the sub) ect mMattier of the next subtiıtle.

T In Potiphar’s House

Havıng been trıpped of hıs lothes ıt 1s lıkely that Joseph 1S brought lıke
captıve LO the “colave” market In Egypt wıthout Jothes (ef. Isa 93_4) In fact,
there 1S necessity fOr the Ishmaelıte Mıdıanıte traders IO clothe hım, SINCE it
1S theır interest that Joseph AaDPCAaIs full-bodied, dısplay hIis youthful v1gour.
The AaPPCATAllcC of the Sseventeen YyCal old Joseph (Gen 5752 COU NOT CSCADC
the CYCS of otıphar for hıs household chores. Joseph 1S sold otıphar
fficer of Pharaoh., the captaın of the Quard, Dy the Miıdıanıte traders (Gen
531:36: 39,1)

The events al the clave market egn S  S phase ofJoseph experience, 1O  <
AdSs slave In the ServVICce of foreign master. 15 reversal 155 1gn1 and
Status: changıng hıs personalıty from that of eloved SOI, lothed In pecıal
g  © slave wıthout garment 1l the es of hıs master’s house.
Although the narrator 1S sılent al thıs stage, later indıcatıons ShOw that Potiphar
lothed Joseph, otherwıse it 111 be inconce1vable 18 spea of torn garmen In
Gen 3912 By indicating that Joseph OUuUnNn! favour before Potiphar (Gen 39,4)
the narrator ecalls the favour Joseph OUuUnN! before hıs father that Was made
manıfest ‚pecı1al garment (Gen 3:3) 1S unlıkely that the experience here
111 be dıfferent Moreover, that Joseph’s en into Potiphar’s SerVvICce brought
prospert hıs household PT'  S recıprocal gesture. Such €S  C 1
evidenced In Joseph’s appomtment dSs “overseer” (Gen 54-5) and dSs ONC
conferred wıth authority.“ Thıs demonstrates that he 1S NOT only tully integrated

It 1S ımportant remark that the phrase put12  Emmanuel O. Nwaoru — BN NF 143 (2009)  little worth for them. Thirdly, given the value they placed on Joseph they had no  scruples to exchange the blood of their brother for that of a goat, to cover their  crime (Gen 37,31). The high point of the denial of kinship, however, was when  they finally disassociated themselves with Joseph as Jacob’s sons (Gen 37,32).  Joseph who was initially recognised by Judah as “our” brother (v.26, 27) is now  Jacob’s (‘“your””) son —“They sent the long robe with sleeves and brought it to  their father, and said, “This we have found; see now whether it is your son's robe  „  or not  (RSV). Joseph has to pay a painful price for the love his father bears for  him and for his personal endowment in the hands of his elder brothers. That  price is slavery which, according to later Biblical tradition, took place in spite of‘  Joseph’s plea to his brothers to spare his life (cf. Gen 42,21). Joseph’s garment  has been removed. As a slave he goes naked ahead of his foreign masters, in the  way of all slaves, to a foreign land. Will he again ever be clothed? That will be  the subject matter of the next subtitle.  2.2 In Potiphar’s House  Having been stripped of his clothes it is likely that Joseph is brought like a  captive to the “slave”” market in Egypt without clothes (cf. Isa 20,3-4). In fact,  there is no necessity for the Ishmaelite / Midianite traders to clothe him, since it  is to their interest that Joseph appears full-bodied, to display his youthful vigour.  The appearance of the seventeen year old Joseph (Gen 37,2) could not escape  the eyes of Potiphar for his household chores. Joseph is sold to Potiphar ‘an  officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard,” by the Midianite traders (Gen  37,36:39,1):  The events at the slave market begin a new phase of Joseph experience, now  as a slave in the service of foreign master. It is a great reversal of his dignity and  status; changing his personality from that of a beloved son, clothed in a special  garment, to a slave without garment at the threshold of his master’s house.  Although the narrator is silent at this stage, later indications show that Potiphar  clothed Joseph, otherwise it will be inconceivable to speak of a torn garment in  Gen 39,12. By indicating that Joseph found favour before Potiphar (Gen 39,4)  the narrator recalls the favour Joseph found before his father that was made  manifest in a special garment (Gen 37,3). It is unlikely that the experience here  will be different. Moreover, that Joseph’s entry into Potiphar’s service brought  prosperity to his household presupposes a reciprocal gesture. Such a gesture is  evidenced in Joseph’s appointment as “overseer” (Gen 39,4-5) and as one  conferred with authority.“' This demonstrates that he is not only fully integrated  It is important to remark that the phrase to put ... “into his hand” (\T3) is a typical  Hebrew phrase for conferment of power or authority (Gen 39,4, cf. v.8; also v.23;“into hıs hand” (IT3) 1S typıcal
Hebrew phrase for conferment of authorıty (Gen 39.,4, cf. V.8: also V3
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into the household but also eloved Thıs appomtment INaYy also have been
matched by SOTIIC dıstinet garment 118 symbolıse the 1  S Status and authority,““
thus removıng the of shame ttached hIs lLow Status and powerlessness
d clave.

The reversa|l 1S fascınatıng: the ate. becomes the beloved: Jewısh slave
becomes Egyptian household; the powerless obtaıns W and
authorıty; the strıpped 1s clothed, eic At thıs age, ONC C CONLrarYy
Matthews’ Opınıo0n, Sa y that the narratıve continues employ 1ts structural
devıce the change of garment“” LLIOVEC the narratıve 1ts clımaectıic pomt.
The contrıibution of thıs sub-unıt dSs ell d the subsequent ONC Joseph’s 1mM-
prisonment) the verall Joseph STOTY mMust NOLT be underrated. 1S not INCIC
U  mbelliıshmen: of the narratıve, ” and ıt does nNOoTt Just SCTIVC ..  as ogıcal
digressi1ons Cboth eıghten the ensi0on the narratıve and provıde foun-
datıon for Joseph’s introduction al pharacoh’s COULL.. dSs Matthews supposes.““

The favour and love Joseph experlences Potiphar’s amıly, Just dSs hıs
OW) amıly, becomes the SOUTCE ofproblem that eaı hıs being strıpped and
CONSEQqUENL demotion. Unlike In Joseph’s amlıly, thıs OVe does NOT ree
OT Jealousy: rather ıt stIrs up self-ındulgence In otıphar’s wiılfe. (Gen 3012
read: .  B she caught hım Dy hıs garment (H3),- Sayıng, “FHI1e wıth me
But he left hıs garment In her hand, and fled and got Ouft of the house_”
Ironıcally, ıt 1S 0Ug the hand of Potiphar’s wiıfe that Joseph 1S strıpped
of thıs en By thıs aCT che tends 18 forget all that the Lord has done for her
household 0Ug the hands (D of Joseph and ostens1bly annuls
what her husband placed into the anı (b‘yad) of Joseph v.4) Many

Judg 2,14; 493 O1 [an 191_ n= Ezra 3412} See Huddlestun, Dıves-
tıture, 5 E in hıs U  y of the UuUsc of thıs phrase and other important words In Gen

23
Matthews, Anthropology,

For Matthews, Anthropology, 2 5 “the motıif 1S not explıcıt part of the
Joseph| StOry  97 but only “sServes inclus10.”
'hıs 1S the WaVY Matthews, Anthropology, 2 perce1ves the section (Gen 39,1-41,23
|Ssıc|) describing Joseph’s time In Potiphar’s ServIice and hıs imprisonment. Huddle-
stun, Dıvestiture, 4 ] consıders the section be ’  9 On p aIT’ Joseph’s
iımprisonment nds In Gen 41,13 and, therefore, marks the end of sub-sectlion.

1S interesting observe that Joseph’s In Potiphar’s house 15 referred
beged (Gen -  S Semantıcally, beged COVOIS WCAaTrSsS of anı y kınd (cf.
Gen 3429° Joel 2.13): from the Llthy clothing of the leper the brıdal dress (Gen

and holy robes of the (hıgh) priests (Ex Z6.2 Hag 2.12) It 1S the sımplest
coverıng of the DOOI (Job 22.:6: cT. Ps 5  » the W1Idow (Dt, ell the
costly raıment of the rich and noble (Judg 8,26; IKgs BE A  s 18,9; Ps 45,9: Isa
36:22; 311: cT. sth 4’19 4) Brown / Drıver / Briggs, Lexıcon, 04a
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proposıtions have been made wıth regar. 118 hOow Joseph lost hıs garment.2 ; The
anguage of the text suggest, CONTrary INanıYy other VIEWS that the
garment W dsS torcefully emoved and that Joseph reacted accordingly. The [WO
verbs and trongly 1MpIYy that the CONnNtext. 0Uges
does NOT allude Joseph’s reacti1on, hıs observatıon that °her |Potiphar’s wıfe
act of ograbbıng the garment mplies orceful emoval and thereupon remıinds
the reader of the hredded clothıng of ch 37„ cCannot be ignored.“” Whatever.
the aCcT of Potiphar’s wiıfe the narratıve IOr another namely
Joseph’s Imprisonment for crıme he dıd nNnOoTt commiıt (cf. Gen What
happens thıs sılent sufferer who 1S not CVCN g1ven chance defend hımself
before hıs imprısonment? That 11l CNSALC us next

23 Prison

Joseph 1S imprisoned by Potiphar, the aster who OTICE OVEel hım and put
everything he had hıs anı because of the alse reports of hıs wıfe (Gen
40,17-19). The HNainle of Potiphar’s wiıfe 1S NOT o1ven; nevertheless her role In the
narratıve ASs already SCCIH 15 not insıgniıficant. Joseph nto prison“
wıthout garment (Gen and the text 1S sılent OVCT h1is rece1ving Ta  S
OTIC prıson. But there AIc indications In Gen 41,14 that he dıd recelve
prisoner’s ent, WTAaDDCT mantle (m20@) lıke CVECLY prisoner identify
hım dSs such (cE 2Kgs f S! the LG  S garmen WOU. symbolıse hıs
PAaAsSsSagc Into prisoner’s Status Thus he descends from beloved Servant
prisoner.

ome rabbıinıc cXegeles aVe suggested that Joseph removed his garment voluntarıly
prior to hıs ““Change of heart” and subsequent fıght. According the Babylonıan
Talmud Sot. 36D), the phrase "to do hıs work‘” Gen 391 1S be understood
referring Joseph’s sexual intentions, although al the ast mıinute apparıtıon ofhıs
father caused hım change hıs mınd. Gen SEL interprets .  there Was nNOot In
the house’ In Gen 39,11 indıcatıon of Joseph’s inıtial wiıllıingness which Was
followed by sexual iImpotence (alludıng the taut bow of Joseph in Gen
Neuner, GenestIis, DA For INOTE why and HOW Joseph ost hıs garment In T Al
mudıc tradıtion, SE Kugel, Potiphar’s House, 94-98, ISO the anthology of In
Kugel, Bıble, 28264 cıted In Huddlestun. Dıvestiture. e
Huddlestun, Dıvestiture, \

28 The word rendered “prison” ere 1S the Hebrew bör which actually pıt, cıstern,
ell 15 lıkely that large eMPLY pIts Clsterns ıth theır smooth S1des WEIC
used dungeon place of Imprisonment In the ancıent Near East, including Israel

evidenced the (T Ex 12,29; Isa 24,22; ech 9,1 13 Lam 3:53) For instance,
Joseph Wäas found in OCCAaS1ONSs In such near-death condıtıion, at Ome Gen
37,20-29) and In Egypt (cf. Gien 40,15; ’  C Iso Was Jeremı1iah (OE. Jer SG
38,6). Keel, Symbolısm,
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FOor al] Joseph’s changıng of garment and ıts correspondıing change of Status,
ıt 1S the events that took place In pr1son that provıde the greatest platform for
Joseph’s definıtive self-determination and lıberation. Here Joseph takes hıs
destiny hıs OW) hand LO determıine hıs fate and 1UusS, 16 UD 111 NO  < have
been determıined Dy others. FExperience has ug hım NOT 18 rely much
human promotion, NOT CVCN hıs 1808  S posıtıon AdSs sen10r prisoner charge of
other prisoners (Gen 40,4), but hıs od-gıven abılıty interpret dreams.
prıson Joseph graduates from being “”master”” dreamer (CE (Gjen
"master”” interpreter of dreams (Gen 40,12-13.18-19). 1S the en! of the
interpretation of the dreams of the arach’s I6  utler and 1eer (40,2 E
27) that ınvarıably the WadY o definıtive ireedom and personal

fulfilment of hıs dreams al home (Gen 37,5-1 Notwiıthstandıng the
human element, 16 each tiıme tends fo make 1fe arduous for Joseph,“” hıs
freedom 1S WON and 1S symbolısed by another change of garment. For the first
time the narrator hıs hearers readers In (Gjen 41,14 that Joseph imself
emoved hıs priıson garment and put NC  S garment that s  Z hım Out of
prISoN. °"CThen Pharach Ssent and called Joseph, and they brought hım hastıly OutTt
of the dungeon; and when he had shaved hımself and changed hıs clothes
(mrDnw), ” he CaiIne In before Pharaoh” Thıs self-unclothing and self-
clothıing 0o.  Trıte  29 marks the penultımate DASSaLC nto full self-realısation. No
wonder W estermann egards thıs d the clımax of chapter 4A1 ° The
ultiımate 1S yel play ıtself OuL In the aracoh’s CO ou ıt be marked wıth

change of garment”?
the arach  S ourt

ate OT rather dıyıne provıdence has always sed people o bring Joseph
certaın heıght depth of hıs life °“ The narrator exemplıfies thıs lıterary

1S lıkely that Joseph’s plea the chıef butler help h1s freedom In prıson
aned shortly alter the butler had WON hıs freedom (Gen 40,23; CT v.14.15).
hıs could ave lengthened the duratiıon of Joseph’s iImprisonment. We have earher
noticed how human elements such the hatred and Jealousy of h1ıs brothers and the
self-ındulgent love of hıs master’s wıfe trıed change (for the worse) the of
events for Joseph.
20 1S the general Hebrew word for clothes, but LNOTC specıfically for Outer
ment such WTADPCI mantle (Gen 9,23; 44,13; 45,22; cf. EX ZZ7G6; Josh 7’6) It 1S
used covering In sleep, bed-covering; coverıng receptacle for artıcles.
Brown / Driıver / Briggs, Y’/7la; Iso arrıs Archer Waltke, Wordbook, a,

Westermann, GenestI1s,
It has be recalled that ıt Was Joseph’s brothers who sold hım the Miıdıanıte
merchants Out of CIn and Jealousy 328) and the Mıdıanıte merchants who
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PTO£TAIMUNC in Joseph’s appearıng before the Pharach oug the ABCNCY of the
eX-prisoner, aracoh’s 1ebutler. The butler al last remembers Joseph’s plea
and mentions hım the troubled Pharacoh 41,9-13) Dreams and dream
interpretation dIiC the connecting factors between thıs ep1sode and the preceding
ONC

Joseph Ouf of prıson wıth garmen other than prıson garment to
lısten o and interpret the aracoh’s dreams ‚14-3 Both hıs dream
interpretation and hıs counsel the Pharacoh egardıng appropriate INCASUTCS 118
aqvert the loomıng famıne WOl favour the CYCS of the Pharach (:  „33-38
Havıng found Joseph the dıvıne SCHI of the he Nal hım OVeEeT hıs
household, hıs people and, indeed, *over al] the and of E v.40.41)
Except for the throne osep. 1S made aracoh’s equa As usual, Joseph’s
change of STAatus (Now from prisoner Egyptian NO prince) 18 symbolısed
by change ÖF garment, only that the investiture here 1s dıistinct and elaborate.,
equa 18 NONC the 1DI1Ca. narratıve (CT: Dan 5,29 Esth Ö,2; 512 Ö,Ö; Hx 28)
In Gen 41,42-43 read: °Pharach took hıs s1gnet rng from hıs hand and pDuL ıt

Joseph's hand. and arrayed hım In garments of iıne lınen (bigde-Ses), and DuL
59533gold chaın about hıs HeECKk: he made hım rıde hıs second charıot16  Emmanuel O. Nwaoru — BN NF 143 (2009)  programme in Joseph’s appearing before the Pharaoh through the agency of the  ex-prisoner, Pharaoh’s chief butler. The butler at last remembers Joseph’s plea  and mentions him to the troubled Pharaoh (41,9-13). Dreams and dream  interpretation are the connecting factors between this episode and the preceding  one  Joseph comes out of prison with a garment other than prison garment to  listen to and interpret the Pharaoh’s dreams (41,14-32). Both his dream  interpretation and his counsel to the Pharaoh regarding appropriate measures to  avert the looming famine won favour in the eyes of the Pharaoh (41,33-38).  Having found in Joseph the divine gem of the sages (v.39), he set him over his  household, his people and, indeed, “over all the land of Egypt” (v.40.41).  Except for the throne Joseph is made Pharaoh’s equal (v.40). As usual, Joseph’s  change of status (now from a prisoner to Egyptian noble prince) is symbolised  by a change of garment, only that the investiture here is distinct and elaborate,  equal to none in the Biblical narrative (cf. Dan 5,29; Esth 8,2; 3,12; 8,8; Ex 28).  In Gen 41,42-43 we read: “Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it  on Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in garments of fine linen (bigde-$e$), and put  2233  a gold chain about his neck; he made him to ride in his second chariot ...  Unlike in other instances, Joseph is decorated in a more unique way; the four  items in the decoration (signet ring, garment, gold chain, riding on Pharaoh’s  second chariot) underscore the fact. As if these were not enough, Joseph is  further invested with extraordinary powers (v.44), a delegated sovereignty  already signalled by transference of Pharaoh’s signet ring (v.42); he is given a  new (Egyptian) name Zaphenathpaneah (= “nourisher of the living one”?*“),  and in marriage to a priestly family (v.45). Although change of garment has  always mgrked Joseph’s rite of passage to a new status, what is outstanding in  brought Joseph to Potiphar’s household for commercial interest (Gen 39,1). Here the  butler introduces Joseph to the Pharaoh as an act of gratitude.  33  It has been observed that the description here is similar to those portrayed in the El  Amarna tomb paintings of Meryra. See Davies, Rock Tombs, Plate XXX, 35-36,  cited in Matthews, Anthropology, 33. Other striking descriptions are found in other  ancient Near Eastern documents. For instance, Sargon II the king of Assyria (721-  705 BC) in his historical inscriptions (CAD, ‘B’ 258) declared: “I clad him in  garments with multi-coloured trim (and put rings on him).” Also from Ashur-  banipal’s inscriptions we read: “I made (a treaty) with him (protected by) oaths which  greatly surpassed (those of the former treaty). I clad him in a garment with multi-  coloured trimmings, placed a golden chain on him (as the) insigne of his kingship,  put golden rings on his hands  .” Cf. Pritchard, ANET, 295a; also Matthews,  34  Anthropology, 34.  According to Sarna, Understanding (ad.loc.), the interpretation of the name is:  “The god has spoken and he (the bearer of the name) shall live”.Unliıke In other instances, Joseph 1S decorated In INOTC unıque WAaVY, the four

ıtems In the decoratıon (sıgnet rng, garment, gold chaım, rıdıng aracoh’s
second charılot) underscore the fact. As 1f these WEeTC NOT enough, Joseph 1s
T invested wıth extraordiınary DOWCIS (v delegated sovere1gnty
already sıgnalle. by transference of arach sıgnet mng he 1s o1ven
HC  S gyptian Hainle /aphenathpaneah “nourısher of the 1ving one””??%),
and In marrıage priestly famıly Although change of has
always mgrked Joseph’s rıte of DASSaLC LE  S Status, what 1S outstandıng In

brought Joseph Potiphar’s household for commercı1al interest (Gen 3919 Here the
butler introduces Joseph the Pharaoh aCT of gratitude.

33 has been observed that the description here 1S sımılar those portrayed In the El
Amarna tomb paıntıngs of eryra. See Davıes, Oock Tombs, Plate 35-36,
cıted in Matthews, Anthropology, 33 er strıkıng descriptions dICc found In other
ancıent Near Eastern documents. For instance., Sargon the kıng of Assyrıa (721-
IS BC) in hıs hıstorical inscr1ptions (CAD, 258) declared: } clad hım in
garments ıth multi-coloured trım (and pDut nnges )„ Iso Iirom Ashur-
banıpal's inscr1ptions read: “I made (a ca wıth hım (protected by) oaths which
oreatly surpassed (those of the former cal clad hım In ıth mult1-
coloured trımmıngs, placed golden chaın hım (as the) insıgne of hıs kiıngship,
put golden mngs hıs hands Prıtchard, ANET, 295a; Iso Matthews.,
Anthropology,
According Sarna, Understandıng ad.loc.), the interpretation of the amne 15
““Che god has spoken and he (the bearer of the name c<hall I1ve  2
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thıs episode 1S the of the garment changed. 1S garment ÖT iıne Iınen
Ssolely meant for Joseph.

The dıistinetiveness of Joseph’s investiture ere indıcates that the Joseph
STOTY has eached Its clımax. By nNsINg 1(8) the rank of aracoh’s V1IzIler Joseph
reaches the peak of hıs GArFGG6r In Egypt, complete reversal of hıs past
miısfortune and foretaste of the tulfılment of hıs dreams (Gen 37,5-1 d
the rest of the narratıve WOU demonstrate. (Jur ext CONCETIN 1S examıne the
relevance of the Joseph change of garment fOor (JUT Context.

Hermeneutical Issues Joseph Change of (Jarment
fOr the 1can Reader

TOmM antıquıty IHAaLlLy frıcan SOcCI1etles dIiC famılıar wıth change ofcn
dSs rıte of PAsSSsasc from OIIC STatus In 1fe another, especılally In inıtlatlon,

and mournıng ceremonIles. Indıyıiduals dS ell dS dIiC Jlothed
strıpped of theır garment dSs mark of honour and dıshonour respectively. Thus In
the frıcan cultural setting there 1S always correlatıon between change of
garment and personal dıgnity, {US, and MmMoOo0d. For instance, the investiture of
tradıtional and rel1g10us rulers such dSs Kıngs and YJUCCNS, priests and priestesses,
tıtle holders, EIE:, 1S 1LICTEC change of the colour, stu and es1gn of theır

but rıte of PASSaLC nto roya rel1210USs state.© Baganda
and Banyoro In ganda, Amhbhara Ethiopia and IHNan Y other socletlies frıca
the kıng 15 dressed wıth pecıal robe al hIs coronatıon ceremony.“” nclothıng
and clothıng 1S un1ıque rıte assoc1ated wıth title takıng In SOINIC places
Igbolanı and other socletlies Nıger1a. For Instance, the INan for O7Z0Ö tıtle 1S
strıpped of HIS clothes prelımına. rıte Thıs symbolıses hıs total separatıon

De V.aux, Hıstory, 297-301, acknowledges that nNOot Vecn hat 1S known today about
other Asıatıcs who lıke Joseph LOSC posıtıon of power and authorıty In Egypt ıth-

per10d of Ver five centurıes could shed lıght the prec1se functions of Joseph
In Egypt. He however behleves that “ Joseph  S promotion hıgh posıtıon Wäds$

hıstorically poss1ble.”
'hıs 1S tamılıar ther Bıbliıcal narratıve (CE: Dan 5,29; It 1S Iso observed
in Chrıstian ceremonIles such ordınatıon ofpriests and rel1g10us profession. Among
SOINEC rel1g10us congregations, the rıte of DASSasc 1S VETY pervasıve the candıdates
PTOSTCSS from postulancy noviıtlate, first rel1210us profession and ınal profession.
ach stage 1S symbolısed by change of garment clothing IN  E Just
dısmissal al ally 1S accompanıed Dy dıvestiture. ISO Clothing wıth whıte
ment 1S rıte known Chrıistian baptısm. Whıile putting the garment the child
the celebrant PTONOUNCCS ıts NaImne and Say>S NZON have become NCW creation, and
have clothed yourself In hrıst. See In thıs whıte the outward s1gn of y OUr
Christian dıgnıty Pueblo Publıshing, Rıte, 63

Mbıti, Relıg1i0ns, 184



18 Emmanuel O0 Nwaoru 143 (2009)

from pasti mode of 1fe and dressing, thus hım for He  S STatus 16
IN marked by investiture wıth NC  S tradıtional OZO of CO  S Skın

other paraphernalia.”® 15 also IYy for who take tra-
dıtiıonal tıtles O be CcClothe: specıfic garment. In the SdIlle WdY, tiıtled
PCISON does NOT only lose hI1s her tıtle for soclal mısbehavıour but also the
garment

ccording arpong, those who partıcıpate pube CeremonNnı1eEs Fante
and (1a ana AIrc mostly clad SICCH colour 1C symbolıses “newness
fertility, vıtalıty, and growth But the blue colour “the colour for
love and female tenderness and colour ed the SCICIIC AaDDCATANCC of
the 198(070)8! the S1gN1 the rule of the mothers Among
the Efik of Nıger1a the oIirls mark the end of confinement OT fattenıng
per10d that precede theır INa wıth change of garment. They AIic dressed
up costly robes and paınted * whıte cla  95 In SOINEC SOcCIletles Igboland

111 perform 1W (clothing) symbolıse theiır ıinıtlatıon
NTIO LIDC adu dSC BYy thıs rte ofPASSagc theır 1gn1 dS ell dSs theır Ng and
responsıbıilıties SOCIELY change They Can be saıl1d LO be capable of leadıng
independent 1fe and take soc10-polıtical and economıcal responsıbılıties S1m1-
arly, newly marrıed ladıes change theır maıden lothes 18 WTAPDPCI LO symbolıse
the change of atus after INAITIASC Thıs change of garment 15 nNot Just
dıstinguish them from unmarrıed SOCIETY; IL rather brings them truly
INTO the WOr. of womanhood motherhood Although the rıte INay be PCI-
orme! durıng the tradıtional INAaITaSCö117 020do (clothing) dSs 1T 15
called SOINC takes place dSs pregnancy tual the first
Here the yOUhe pregnant lady celebrates her ‚i  S 1uUs Dy putlng her best
aDPCI d che DSOCS the market. ee| ıt 15 the rıte that Incorporates *‘the
N  < brıde INTO the husband’s kindred ”

These Afrıcan ultural practices 1Cc indicate that NC  S tus wıth 1fSs
Ng and addıtional responsıbılıties be rıtually represented by change of
garment and they totally AaBICC wıth Joseph CXPDPCTICNCE Hence frıcan cultures
Aare better equıppe apprec1ate the sSOoc1al and rel1210uUs sıgnıfıcance of change
of garment the Joseph STOrYy than al Yy other Joseph CXÄDCI1ENCE has herme-
neutical CONSCQUCNCES for the fIrıcan reader offers TIG  S insıght Into SOTINEC
tradıtional belıefs about change of garment especılally those that WOU always
assoclate wıth effect dıvestiture wıth personal CI1IMECS misconduct In
the STOTYy of Joseph the change of reveals that PCISONS of

boh Gospel 108 197
Sarpong, CGihana 103

41
Ikenga-Metuh Studıes 210

Ikenga Metuh Relıgions SA 25



Change of (Garment

PCISONS Cal be strıpped fOor CaJsons other than personal mısbehavılour. eIr
being strıpped INaY, 1ıke Joseph’s, be motivated Dy a  e Jealousy, denıa]l (of
kınshıp), deception, alse accusatıon. forgetfulness of ONeEC who should
remember, eic The strıpped thıs represent the “iınnocent sulterer, the
defenceless and the voiceless, of the 1DI1Ca tradıtion, IC Joseph hımself
belongs (CE. Isa 936 Ps 105,18-19; alsSO Jan 3:21)

The narrator of Joseph STOTY COUuU. have employe thıs devıce demons-
'ate the unfathomable depth of provıdence at work Joseph. 0Ug
other uman eINgs (including theır aılıngs Joseph 1S made grealt and others
Arec saved (Gen 45,5-8; One MUuUStT continue wonder all 0Ug the
narratıve why Reuben WdS absent al the OmMent when hıs WOU. have
saved Joseph Iirom being sold into slavery, 0)8 whYy the 1ebutler should forget

mentıion Joseph 18 Pharacoh earlıer than he dıd For the narrator, ıt Was not
accıdental that Joseph marrıed Asenath. the aughter of Egyptian priest. She
had 18 become the mother of Israel’s [WO trıbes Manasseh and phraım (Gen
46.20; cT. uth 4,17; 2Sam 11-12

has been rıghtly bserved by Matthews and others that Joseph’s
physıca. transformatıiıon into Egyptian makes hım acceptable al the gyptian
CO and reflects hıs acceptance of LIC  S dentity wıthın the W

of fore1gn culture.“* That Joseph has totally integrated hımself into
fore1gn (Egyptian) culture., d demonstrated Dy his marrıage and hıs style of ıfe
and admınıstration, does nNnOTt however make hım lose S12 of hıs hıs
posıtıon of honour and WEe3a. Joseph emaıns althful the (GJ0d of his athers
and professes hıs relıg1on (Gen He allows hıs rel1210us elhefs impact

others, including the Pharacoh (Gen 41,32.38.39). As TIıme Mınıister of
Egypt, Joseph does not CONCEIVe hIs DOWCTIS and authorıty Ads those of Impe-
ralıst. He dıd NOT ascend Uunto W to “dıvıde and rule  29 Instead he iıdentified
hımselfwıth the JOyS and fears ofEgypt and went the natıon dSs 8181
WOU hıs

Perhaps the MOST compellıng hermeneutical 1Ssue the narratıve 1S Joseph’s
indomitable spırıt. Joseph does NOT OW the paıns assoc1ated wıth hıs change of

o dıctate hıs future relatıonshıp wıth hıs brothers. Rather hıs W bıtter
experlence ug hım reconcıle and forg1ve hıs ıblıngs who already Out of
fear had torn theır garment (Gen 44,13) Joseph creates the forum for total LC-
concılı1atiıon and forgıveness when he calms down theır fears Dy Invıtıng them
draw close hım and by revealıng hımself them (Gen ‚3-5 The PTOCCSS
1S ratıfıed Dy Joyful reversal: the brothers who strıpped Joseph of hıs leeved
tunıc dICcC NO clothed HE  S garments (wrapper Dy Joseph (45,22), symbol

Matthews, thropology, 34: ci. Langdon, Sıona,
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of forg1veness CC. 3,4) Thıs gesture apparently brings 1(8) end the ser1es of
instances 1C garments dIiC changed the narratıve.

Conclusıon
At the end of thıs artıcle ONC Can rıghtly Sa Y that the motif, change of

garment, the Joseph narratıve 1S LNOTC than self decoratiıon OT dıivestiture.
For Joseph, ıt 1S “rite of passage” nto He  S state of 1ıfe (for honour OT d1s-
honour), Just dSs ıt COU. be for DCTISONS and In other cultural setting.
There diC four strateg1C locatıons Joseph’s home, Potiphar’s house, Egyptian
pr1son, aracoh’s COUTT that confirm thıs realıty In Joseph experience. HOow-
CVCI, the clımactıc end al the araoch COUIT, wıth Joseph ascending irom
Israelıte slave prisoner Egyptian TIıme Mınıister, indıcates that the change of

motif has NOT only lıterary but a1sSO SOc10-cultural and theological
functions ıIn Joseph narratıve. Hence 1fs hermeneutical values for socıleties such
d those of frıca that mark change SOC1a] rel1g10us STaftfu: wıth change of
garment.

ummary
The Joseph STOTY couldn’t have been excıting and affecting wıthout the UuUsCc of

“Change of garment” both narratıve and theologıcal devıce. In about {1ve instances
Joseph 15 clothed In 11IC  S garments and, In three, dıvested of them These take place in
'Our strateg1c locatıons, namely Joseph’s famıly cırcle, Potiphar’s house, Egyptian prıson,
Pharach’s CO But Joseph’s socıal condıtions and Status change because of hıs
changıng9 does the StHu of hıs garmen(ts. Thıs artıcle examınes the Structure of
the narratıve and wıth the VIEW that the narrator intends make change of
garment symbolıc .6  Tıte of passage” positions which mark turnıng pomts Joseph’s
hlıfe It Iso relates the pragmatıc importance of the motif V1S-A-VIS Joseph experience
the rel1g10uUs and soc1lal values placed change ofgarment In certaın socletles In irıca

Zusammenfassung
Die Josephsgeschichte ware ohne den ‚„Kleiderwechsel“ sowohl als poetische WIEe

uch als theologısche Einheit wohl kaum aufregend und ergreifend WwIe S1e ist. In
ungefähr fünf Fällen wırd Joseph In NECUC (Gewänder gekle1idet und ın dre1 Fällen derer
beraubt. Dieser findet vier zentralen rten statt, nämlıch in Josephs Famılıe, In
Potiphars Haus., In der ägyptischen Gefangenschaft und Gerichtshof des Pharaos.
eNaUSO WwIe Josephs sozlale Bedingungen und Status sich ändern angeze1gt durch den
Kleiderwechsel äandert sich auch das Materı1al selner Kleıidung. Dieser Artıkel
untersucht die Struktur der Erzählung und kommt dem Ergebnis, ass der Erzähler
den Kleiderwechsel einem symbolıschen ARaıtus” In Sıtuationen, dıe eın markanter
Wendepunkt Josephs Leben sınd. macht. Es wiırd uch dıe konkreten Bedeutsamkeıt
des Motivs untersucht, wonach sıch eın rel1g1Öös und sozlal bedingter Kleiderwechsel In
bestimmten Gesellschaften Afrıkas mıt der Erfahrung Josephs vergleichen lässt.
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