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Miracles miraculousliy repeate
[} Gospel ıracles d duplıcatıon of Elyah-Elıshas.

ılıppe Guillaume (jeneva

Whiıle the Gospel otf IThomas doesnt contaın an Yy miracle and the SOUTITCE only held the
alıng Of the Capernaum centurıon's servant!, ark Gospel records Ver fıfteen indıvıdual
miracles and several miracle Ssummarıes (1,34; ‚10-11; 6,13) Ihe evangelıst 1ins1ısts
presenting Jesus thaumaturge, and yel, ach of the miracles described In his Gospel
OMNC from the Elıjah-Elısha cycle ın 1 and I1 Ings As for Matthew and Luke, oug they
on insıst much Jesus’ miraculous DOWCETIS, they, miracle of miracles, ISO follow the
1st of I and 11 ings
er presenting 1ist of parallels In Elıjah's, Elısha's and Jesus'’ minıstries, 111 analyse

few of OSse parallels SCC how the evangelısts reated e1Ir MO

Synopsis of Elijah's, 1sha’'s and Jesus'’ ministries.
ings Matt

13,4-7 eroboam's hand paralyse: and healed Y 1-6 Healıng paralyse: hand
—0 Keturn by another WaYy Maggıs eparted another WaYy Z
13,30 aye' his body In hIs ()W em 27,60
.27 Fed Dy the [avenNsS In the desert 4 In wılderness wıth beasts
17,81f 1dow' 91l and Our multiplıed 6,36f Multiplication of TeAl 14,16
ELA36 7 EUOL KL OOl; 37 em John 2,4) 5,29 25
EL Raıisıng the Wıdow's SON 5211 Jaırus' aughter

Naın
19,4-7 Cake and or yıng prophet 14,18 ast SUDDCI C CDC a OO S
19,81 Iheophany 92 Transfiguration
9,19-21 Callıng of Elısha 1,20 Callıng dıiscıples a C a s F  #+9,62;14,26
11 ings
1,8 alry INan gırt wıth eather belt 1,6 John had eather belt
1,9f Oldıers send Elıjah Arrest al Gethsemane
2413 wıl] noOTt leave y OUu wıll tfollow yOUu wherever 19 S
2,18 Crossing Jordan dryfoot 6,45 Walkıng the ake
A en up in whirlwind Ascensıion 4,51
2,14 Magical COal 5,28 6,56 Healıng COal
215 Spirıt of Elıjah resting Elısha Spiırıt of John Jesus
2,19f „38-41 Healıng spring and potlage 9,50 Salt of the earth
2238 1 wo che bears t{oOre chıldren pIeCESs Let chıldren COMeE
3,16f TIrenches fılled wıth red 14,22 Thıs 1S InYy blood”?
4,1- Multiplication Oof the wıdow's oıl 8,4 Second multiplication ‚34
4,8-10 from Shunem Women miınıstered Uuntio hım
„ 18-3 Raisıng the Shunamıte's sSon 1,30 Mother-in-law's fever C ON D 3535 SE IS IR CO Z
4,29 Take IN Y sta:  salute nOL 6,8 Take nothing SaVve Sta} O, Salute noTt

„ 30-4. em„41-44 Multiplication of breads
5: Naaman's €eproSYy 1,40 Lepers
5,9-27 Guehazı's epTOSY Ananıas and Saphıra CIis
6,6 An AXC head (loatıng 6,48 Walkıng the SCa
6,19 Follow 147 Come after
„ 17-20 Ekyes opened Paul's CYCS opened Acts 9,18
6,32 Ihe Kıng sent for Elısha's head D:27 eTO sent for John's head CM 3: 00 3: © 3: 35:: %3 35 3335 - OO RHMLO HH# O **

There 1S nothing 11C  S in thıs Most of the parallels duly recorded In the margıns of
Nestle-Aland’'s Novum Testamentum Graece. But few exemples 111 illustrate HOW the CMa
Jestament Can enlıghten the New eing Ware of the MO underlyıng Gospel allows
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the ınterpreter the redactional aCU1VILY of the evangeliıst hat W as efit behıind hat
W as transformed order gel deeper understandıng of the author intention

uzzling details Why Wäas Jesus ıth 1ıld beasts during N1IS temptation? Because 1Jah
Was fed DYy [avens the Kerıth OO

Why werent the SEVENLY dıiscıples of 10.4 Nlowed An yOMNC e1ir way”?
Because theır 1551011 1ke Guehazı COU suffer elay

Why COU the twelve discıples ake sta: 1le Matthew and uke torbıid CVCLIY
kınd of Cal for the JOUINCY, GCyVen staves’? Because Mark remembered that the sSta: Was NOL
walkıng STIC protection agaınst hıghwaymen Dut the symbo|l of Elısha healıng
be placed the face antıcıpale the prophet's arrıval Mt and IMNaYy ave had
drop the STIC order aVO1d confusıon ıth the dıscıples Of the philosophers“

Why couldn the dıscıples heal the unatıc (Mit 16)? Because they played Guehazı
who COU NOTL nng the Shunamıte SON back ıfe (11 Kıngs 31}

Why old close the (070)8 of OUTr [OOIN before DIayıns (Mt 6)? Because Elısha
compelled the SON of the prophets WIdOW chut the 0O0OT before POUMNS the O11 (1 Kıngs 4 -

Mıracles and Praycr ATC nobody Ise busıness

JIhe oublets riddie
Why dıd Mark record [WO VELY Sıimılar multiplıcatiıons of bread”? He OUnN:! HIS MOode. not

only the multiplıcatıon of the arley I0aves (1 Kıngs 42{f) 1C he copled but Iso [WO
multiplicatiıons of flour and O11 (1 Kıngs 16 11 ings 4,6) By multiplyıng the
multıiplıcatıons of TreAal he thus made SUTC ıdentify Jesus ıth both Elısha and Elıjah But he
dıdn't record [WO [AlSlıg f dead chıldren whıiıle Luke, who aVvOo1ds the repelthon of the
multıiplicatıon of breads COMpeNsales Dy dupliıcatıng thıs miracle 1 1 (Wıdow of Naın
son) and (Jairus daughter) He felt entitie« do he OUN! duplicated KIngs

and I1 ings 35
Therefore the SYNOPLICS tfelt compelle« STIC. faırly closely the number of miracles

indıicated Dy er pattern Ihe INaıln novelty the gospels the addıtion of CAXOITICISINS 1ve
K1X PCI gospel) theır 1st f miracles But surprisingly, of hıs 10105 the total
number of miracles and C XOTCISINS (around LWENLY PCTI gospel) close the LWENLY 1ve
miracles and 11 ings In hıs WAaY, the evangelısts stressed hat Jesus W as Strong
Elıjah and Elısha put ther

Facelifted miracles and nonmiraculous lIfems
But ere 1mıfs hıs identificatıon PTOCCSS SOINC of Elıja's and Elısha mıg eel

became inacceptable ı hrıstian
Jesus Ian who hand W das already TIE| whıiıle 1ıjah 1rS! paralysed Jeroboam:'

hand before healıng ıt.
nstead of callıng ıre from heaven CONSUMMIEC the soldıiers arTes! hım (1 KIngs

12) Jesus eals the Cut Off Car of the high DrIESLS servant and ebukes the Boarnerges for
elr OO ıttera. readıng of 1ıjah's ıfe (Mk 54)

Ihe [WO she-bears tearıng forty [WO hıldren irom Bethe]l WEeETIC completly Out of ashıon
1 herefore Mark depicted Jesus blessing children and scoldıng his discıples for eır boorısh
annNners ere Jesus SCCNH antı-Elıjah

Floating AXC eaı dıdn t SCCI1N IMDICSS an yOoNC an yMOIC therefore Jesus had grin his
()W. dAC the SCa of Galılee
ese INnsStances reveal the 1mMits of the identification f Jesus Ne'  < Elıyah

NO ogmatic reading of the Eucharist
We COU (QUT understandıng of the CUD lıght of 11 Ings 23

provıdentlal CUD for dyıng aLINYy, SPIINS gushing Out trench dug the desert turnıng red
0OI defeat the Not SCIT10OUS enough for dogmatıcıans but spirıtually refreshing

ZCf Hıstouvre ocıale du chr  HANLıSME Drimittif, Labor Fıdes Geneve 996
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Scaping actiıvyism:
Understanding Jesus’ "AOTE ZUTO1LS ÖdayELV" NIK:6,37) stra1ght repetition of 11{ ings4,42 WOUuU Iımıt the m1suse of hıs ext Jesus merely repeals Elısha's cCommand his disciıplesIn order revea|l theır inadequacy for the task, before performing the miracle hımself. He 1s NOL

ıth hıs ex.
askıng feed the WOT.| In spıte all the humanıtarıan actıviısts Justifyıng e1Ir ideology

The image of Jesus mıiracle worker B0CS agaınst another TeN! wıthın the Gospels
themselves C shows Jesus' resistance hIs contemporarıies’ thirst for miracles?. The fact
hat the Gospel of Ihomas contaıns miracles and that only :elates ONGC, confirm
hHıs resistance, eas! reveals the of dıfferent WaYySsS understand Jesus’ MIiNIStrYy.Accordıing Theıssen,

miracle StOrIeSs NOoL permeate' by the OS of the primıtıveChristian wanderıing charısmatics, they ack the ıdea of discıpleship and
the thıcal demands connected ıth ltn4

Even ıf refuse Gospel of IThomas and hıstorical antecedence, forced admıt
the sharp dıvergence between theır portrait of Jesus and the SynoptiCcs'. Iheıissen DULS forward
the hypothesıs hat belief in miracle-workers COU.: ave been reaction of subjugated eastern
cultures:

polıtıcally inferior proclaıms and propagates h1ıs superlority the
eVve.: of miıraculous activity">,

Ihe Ist CENLUrY wıtnessed general increase in the intensity f belıef in miracles''© :elated
the concentration of in Rome. Hiıstorically, postulate the exIistence of eAas!

[WO partıes. One gnoring resisting thıs intensification the mıraculous Dy puting In Jesus'
IMOU! sharp eriticısm of the attachment miracles. Another Darty 15 accepting thıs generalincrease of the miraculous Dy presenting Jesus thaumaturge. aturally, Mark urne: the
best Old JTestament miracle collection for his mMO He Just had ShOW hat Jesus Was greaterhan Elı)ah and Elısha pDutL together.

Whether OT NOL Jesus performed miracles remaıns OPCNH question. We easıly imagınehat the SITresSSs the miraculous epende« the audıence. But the lıterary faıthfulness of the
evangelısts owards theır «Old» JTestament MO 1S strıking. I the evangelısts did use Elıjyah'sand Elısha's miracles lıterary pattern, New Testament scholars WOUuU be WIse dısplay the
SaJmne attention the Old Testament. Studyıng New Testament miracle-accounts in isolatıon
TOmM their Old estamen! mMoOode. 15 ttiıtude sımılar the Bethel's children: Elısha cursed

them.
them in the Name of the ord and {[WO she ears CaInNe Out of the WO0ods tear forty L[WO f
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